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**A]n> so ALL ISRAEL SHALL BB SAVED.** 



THE TWO VALLEYS. 

AN ALLEGORICAL SKETCH. 



I WAS carried away in visions of the night to an open and upland country, 
stretching away towards the sun-rising. I stood still to consider the 
scene. Around me spread a wide expanse of table-land, or ample 
plain — meeting the horizon on either hand, as I looked towards the east, 
but bounded in that direction by a remote sea. Beyond this sea I could 
discover nothing ; though something like clouds, or distant land, hung 
over its further verge. But I remarked that on the side on which I 
stood there rose a very conspicuous mountain, lofled and peaked — its 
base sloping to the shore. From its side issued a stream of water, 
peculiarly limpid and refreshing to behold, even from the distance at which 
I stood, and the sunshine was sweetly resting; on its crest. 

As I was casting my eye around, and considering what region this 
might be to which I had been transported, a person of very winning 
aspect appeared at my side, with a movement as if he had stepped down 
from some higher position. I could not indeed resist the impression from 
his look and attitude that he was rather angelic than human ; that the 
earth on which he now stood was not now his home-world. Yet there 
was nothing in his countenance awful or repelling ; but, on the contrary, 
such a loving expression as invited at once my confidence, and inspired 
me with courage to accost him. So I prayed him, if he knew, to inform 
me of the name of the country in which I unexpectedly found myself, 
and what those objects especially were that had already attracted my 
attention. I will explain to thee all, he answered with a gentle voice, 
for therefore am I sent forth. But first of all must thine eyes be anointed 
to see all things more clearly ; thine understanding also shall more easily 
apprehend when I shall have purged thy vision from its terrestrial 
dimness. So saying, he laid his hands on my closed eyes, and when I 
opened them again, it was strange to find how every thing around me 
stood out as if in a nearer light ; and I noticed that as my kind inter* 
preter went on to explain to me those things which I saw, he seemed 
rather to be uttering in words what the very objects themselves declared 
to me, than expounding what was wholly new. I could with ease, there- 
fore, follow, and sometimes seem to anticipate his delineations. 

My guide drew my attention first of all to the sea of which I had 
before had a general and indistinct view. Now it seemed nearer, and I 
took notice that its waters had a peculiarly troubled and gloomy appear- 
ance, and were strewn with what seemed the fragmQw\& o^ ^Q>\si^ \s£^^^qX9|'v 
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navy, shattered by a fearful hurricane. The name of that great sea, 
said my companion, is Deluge — it is wide and tempestuous — only one 
vessel has ever been known to live through its waters of wrath, and the 
floating masses which thou seest are the ruins of a world. But thou art 
not to linger here — this vision is shown thee for other ends. 

So he led me away by the hand towards the lofty mountain of which I 
have spoken, and up towards the summit on that side from which the stream 
of water issued. We had ascended a considerable way when we reached 
a spot where I could observe standing what seemed an altar on which 
had been offered some animal oblation. From beneath this altar the 
stream I had observed seemed to issue ; yet more as if it had come 
through the mountain from some remoter source, than if this were 
altogether its original spring. Here it was, said my guide, whpn he had 
seen me note carefully what stood before us, that the only mariner who 
escaped from that dread ocean, first gave thanks amidst his family for his 
deliverance, feasting on offered sacrifice, and drinking of that fountain 
whose waters are as sweet as they are pure. Thou shalt taste them 
anon, but one other sight first of all awaits thee. He took me a little 
aside, and brought me to a point where I could see the waters of the 
stream falling gently over a ledge of rock, and spreading themselves into 
a glittering sheet of crystal. From beneath, the spray was rising like a 
cloud of pearl-dust ; and as the beams of the morning sun fell on its 
bosom, a bow of exquisite beauty seemed to be springing from its midst. 
It was only a fragment, but I thought I had never seen any thing so fair, 
and it appeared to me that I could read on its glittering arch, which 
mj imagination easily completed, the words which my companion pro- 
nounced, when he softly whispered to me. Behold the token of the cove- 
nant. Thou shalt see it again at the end of thy vision. That stream, he 
added, is the river of the water of life, though known in its course by 
various other names, and here, near its source, generally denominated 
Promise. Thou art hereafter to trace its progress; but I shall leave 
thee here for a little season, when thou hast tasted of its waters. With 
that he led me down to the margin of the stream, and bade me stoop and 
drink. The which when I had done, and was yet admiring the strange 
and incomparable sweetness of that water, my companion bore me away, 
and laid me down beside the altar. I shall como to thee soon, said the 
voice of my guide, when thou hast rested here for a season. Immediately 
as he retired, a trance crept over me. The vision faded ; but I strangely 
felt as one who has escaped some signal calamity, overwhelmed with 
wondering gratitude. The tranquil happiness of that moment I cannot 
describe ; but mingling singularly with my feelings was a- voice which my 
heart rather than my ear seemed to hear, saying, I will not again curse 
the ground any more for man's sake. I do set my bow in the cloud, and 
it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth. While 
the earth remaineth, seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease. 



NOTES ATSD QUERIES AS TO NONCONFORMISTS WHO TOOK 

AN INTEREST IN THE JEWS. 



1. Henry Jessey^ born 1601, in Yorkshire, was seventeen years of apje when he 
went to the university. It was not till four years afler he began his studies that 
bis heart was changed. How he studied at St John's College, Cambridge ; and 
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"while tbere became versed in the Hebrew tongue and the writings of the Rabbis ; 
and also paid attention to Syritic and Chaldee. He became lecturer in South- 
wark, and in the time of trial he beo:!me a Nonconformist, and, also a Baptist, 
though of a very Catholic spirit to the end. He accepted a call to New England, 
and died there. He was very charitable, but never more so than to the Jews, 
Hearinnj of their great disJress, by reason of a war between the Swedes and 
Poles, in 1G67, which cut off the means of subsistence from the Jews of Jerusalem 
who depended on their rich brethren in Europe, he resolved to show them kind- 
ness. Accordingly, he raised a sum of £300, and despatched it to their relief, 
along with letters in which he drew their attention to the Gospel of the Lord 
Jesus. AVe may give his letter at another time. Have any of our readers a 
copy of his work, ' The Glory and Salvation of Judah and Israel, to Reconcile 
Jews and Christians in the Faith of the Messiah f He wrote also ' A Description of 
Jerusalem,^* If any of our readers have the work, they might, perhaps, forward 
some interesting extracts. 

2. Samuel Lee studied under Dr Gale at St Paul's School, and then went to 
Oxford. He became in the end so distinguished as to be chosen Proctor of the 
University, when Dr Owen was Vice- Chancellor, 1656. He wrote a work, 

* The Temple of Solomon^^ in folio. But has any one a copy of his *• Discourse on 
the Ten lYihesf or of another, ' Israel Redux .'including a piece by Dr Gi, Fletcher j 
to shew that the Tartars near the Caspian Sea are the posterity of the Xen Tribes 
of Israel V 

3. Increase Mather, a well-known minister and writer, father of Cotton Matler^ 
wrote ' The Mystery of Israel's salvativn explained and applied, or a Discourse 
concerning the Conversion of the Israelitieh nation, being the substance of several 
Sermons (on Rom. xi. 26),* and took much interest in them. Some one might 
furni:ih extracts from this work. 

4. John Pinckney, of the Magdalene College, Oxford, was a singular student, 
often allowing himself only four hours sleep. He was ejected from Longstock, 
in Hampshire, in 1662. It was remarked of him, that he ever showed a most 
compassionate concern for the Jews, and upon all occasions prayed earnestly for 
their conversion; 

5. Thomas Calvert, of Sydney College, Cambridge, was ejected from All-hallows^ 
York^ in 1662. He was a great scholar, and had extensive acquaintance with the 
Jewish Rabbis. Have any of our readers a work of his, ' The Blessed Jew of 
Morocco ; a demonstration of the true Messiah, &c., by Rabbi Samuel, a con- 
verted Jew : written in Arabic, then translated into Latin, and now Englished?' 
Mr Calvert added to it learned annotations. 

6. Richard Blackerby (of whom Mr Rogers of Wethersfield said. That he could 
never come into his presence without some trembling, because of the holiness that 
seemed to shine in him) was converted under the ministry of the famous Mr 
Perkins. At fifteen he was admitted a student in Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and soon became skilled in Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. He died a little before 
the Act of Uniformity was passed. It is said of him, ' He was one of the first 
that convinced men, in those parts, of God's intention to convert the nation of 
the Jews. Mr Rogers of Dedham, Mr Stephen Marshall, and divers others, much 
opposed that opinion at first, but were at last, by his discourses, fully satisfied and 
really persuaded of the truth of it.' It is farther said of this friend of Israel : 
' Living much in divine communion, he had great insight into scripture prophe- 
cies, and had many future events deeply impressed on his mind.' Can any of 
our readers tell us if any of the discourses of this man of God are extant ? 

7. Let us put another question, though not about Puritan times. In the year 
1546, John Bale, prefacing his account of the martyrdom of Anne Askew, says : — 

* As concerning the Israelites or Jews, I have both seen and known of them in 
Germany, most faithful christian believers.' Have we notices of special conver- 
sions among the Jews at the time of the reformation ? 

• A description and explanation of 268 places in JeTUftaloim. «a^\XL\Xifc«Q^"'a^'^^^R^»*'> 
as it flourished m the time of Jesns Christ. 
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To these notes we may add a reflection on a statement of Kicbard Baxter, with 
which we have just met. Comparing his own Christian character in later years 
with the judgments and feelings of his younger experience, he says : — ' My soul 
is much more afflicted with the thoughts of the miserable world, and more drawn 
out in desire of their conversion than heretofore. I was wont to look but little 
farther than England in ray prayers, as not considering the state of the rest of 
the world ; or if I prayed for the conversion of the Jews^ that was almost all.* 
From this it seems fair to conclude that the ancient people of God were familiar 
objects of the pity and prayers of the Christian church in those times ; seeing 
that even when the conversion of the world was little in this good man's mind, 
he was led to at least occasional pleading for the salvation of Israel. 



THE DISPERSION OF THE JEWS AN EVIDENCE OF THE 

ABROGATION OF JUDAISM. 



St Paul, and St Peter, and St Jude, and generally the rest of the apostles, had 
two great predictions, which they used not only as a verification of the doctrine 
of Jesus, "but as a means to strengthen the hearts of the disciples who were so 
broken with persecution. The one was that there should arise a sect of vile 
men who should be enemies to religion and government, and cause a great 
apostacy, which happened notoriously in the sect of the Gnostics, which those 
three apostles and St John notoriously and plainly do describe, — and the other 
was, that although the Jewish nation did mightily oppose the religion, it 
should be but for a while, for they should be destroyed in a short time, and their 
nation made extremely miserable ; but for the Christians, if they would fly from 
Jerusalem, and go to Pella, there should not a hair of their head perish. The 
verification of this prophecy the Christians extremely longed for, and wondered 
. it stayed so long, and began to be troubled at the delay, and suspected all was 
not well, when the great proof of their religion was not verified ; and while they 
were in thoughts of heart concerning it, the sad catalysis did come, and swept 
away eleven hundred thousand of the nation, and from that day forward the 
nation was broken in pieces with intolerable calamities ; they are scattered over 
the earth, and are a vagabond nation, but yet like oil in a vessel of wine, broken 
into bubbles, but kept in their own circles, and they shall never be a united 
people till they are servants of the holy Jesus ; but shall remain without priest 
or temple, without altar or sacrifice, without city or country, without the land of 
promise or the promise of a blessing, till our Jesus is their High Priest, and the 
Shepherd to gather them into his fold. And this very thing is a mighty demon- 
stration against the Jews by their own prophets ; for when Isaiah, and Jeremiah, 
and Malacbi had prophesied the rejection of the Jews and the calling of the 
Gentiles, and the change of the old law and the introduction of a new by the 
Messias, — that this was he, was therefore certain, beciiuse he taught the world a 
new law, and presently after the publication of this, the old was abrogated, and 
not only went into desuetude, but into a total abolition among all the world, and 
for those of the remnant of the scattered Jews who obstinately blasphemed, the 
law is become impossible to them, and they placed in such circumstances that 
they need not dispute concerning its obligation ; for it being external and 
corporal^ ritual, and at last made also local, when the circumstances are impos- 
sible, the law that was wholly ceremonial and circumstantial must needs pass 
away, and when they have lost their priesthood, they cannot retain the law, as 
no man takes care to have his beard shaved when his head is ofi*. 

And it is a wonder to consider how the anger of God is gone out upon that 
miserable people, and that so great a blindness is fallen upon them, it being 
evident and notorious, that the Old Testament was nothing but a shadow and 
umbrage of the New ; that the prophecies of that are plainly verified in this ; 
that all the predictions of the Messias are most undeniably accomplished in the 
person of Jesus Christ, so that the}' cannot with any plausibleness or colour be 
"limed AD/ other way, and be applied to any other person, although the Jews 



THE J£WS AHB THE BOHAKISTS. 5 

fnake illiterate allegations, and prodigious dreams, by which the^ have fooled 
themselves for sixteen hundred years together, and still hope without, reason, 
and are confident without revelation, and pursue a shadow while they quit thb 
glorious body ; while in the meantime the Christian prays for his conversion, 
and is at rest in the truth of Jesus, and hath certain inexpressible confidences 
and internal lights, clarities of the Holy Spirit of Grod, and loves to the holv 
Jesus produced in his soul, that he will die when he cannot dispute, and is 
satisfied and he knows not how, and is sure by comforts, and comforted by the 
excellency of his belief, which speaks nothing but holiness, and light and reason, 
and peace and satisfactions infinite, because he is sure that all the world can be 
happy if they would live by the religion of Jesus, and that neither societies of 
men nor single persons can have felicity but by this ; and that therefore God, 
who so decrees to make men happy, hath also decreed that it shall for ever b^ 
upon the face of the earth, till the earth itself shall be no more. Amen. 

Now if against this vast heap of things any man shall but confront the pre- 
tences of any other religion, and see how they fail both of reason and holiness, 
of wonder and divinity, how thev enter by force, and are kept up by human 
interests, how ignorant and unholy, how unlearned and pitiful are their pre- 
tences, — the darknesses of these must add great eminency to the brightness of 
that. For the Jews^ reliction which came from heaven is therefore not now to 
be practised, because it did come from heaven, and was to expire into the 
Christian, it being nothing but the image of this perfection ; and the Jews 
needed no other argument but this, that God had made theirs impossible now to 
be done, for he that ties to ceremonies and outward usages, temples and altars, 
sacrifices and priests, troublesome and expensive rites, and figures of future 
signification, means that there should be an abode and fixed dwelling, for these 
are not to be done by an ambulatory people ; and therefore since God hath 
scattered the people into atoms and crumbs of society, without temple or priest, 
without sacrifice or altar, without Urim or Thummim, without prophet or vision, 
even communicating with them no way but by ordinary providence, it is but too 
evident that God hath nothing to do with them in the matter of that religion, but 
that it is expired, and no way obligatory to them or pleasing to him which is 
become impossible to be acted; whereas the Christian religion is as eternal as 
the soul of a man, and can no more cease than our spirits can die, and can 
worship upon mountains and in caves, in fields and churches, in peace and war, 
in solitude and society, in persecution and in sunshine, by night and by day, and 
be solemnised by clergy and laity in the essential parts of it, and is the perfec- 
tion of the soul, and the highest reason of man, and the glorification of God. — 
Jeremy Taylor, 
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The following appeal for prayer on behalf of the Jews, is given in the Jewish 
Herald as having been extensively circulated on the Continent by Boman 
Catholics : — 

' JESUS — MARY — JOSEPH. 

•Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel*— (Gen. xxxii. 28). *Take care 
that thoa speakest nothing oflfensive to Jacob' — Gen. xxi. 24). 

* Ar^ Appeal for the Prayers of the Faithful for the Conversion of the Jews, 

* Prayers are made without ceasing for the conversion of idolaters and schisma- 
tics. Other particular families are daily commended to our good works ; but 
there is one nation, one family, worthy of our pity, which too often, alas I we 
forget to remember in our prayers. These are the unconverted Israelites, better 
known under the name of Jews. Why should the Jews not also be objects of 
our pions solicitude ? So much the more as the Holy Family derive thav: ^tv^s^ 
from that nation ; and every endeavour fat t\ie conNCttftOU ol ^^\» \ws^ ^fcA.- 
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^ens the heart of Jesus, Mary, Joseph* Let ns, then, entreat the Savioiir, bj 
Qur prayers and fasts, to deliyer the Israelites of this their hard and stubborn 
hearts, which prevents their understanding and professing our holy religion, and 
address to them these consoling words : — 

' ^^ I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean from all your 
filthiness."* " 1 will give you a new heart, and a new spirit will I put' within 
you ; and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you 
a heart of flesh : I will cause you to walk in my statutes" — (Ezek. xxxvi. 25-27). 
*' And all the people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the 
Lord" — (Deut. xxviii. 10.) 

' THE PRAYER. 

^ Lord God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, who from among all nations 
hast chosen Israel to be thy people, an4 thy privileged heritage, consider the de- 
plorable state in which they are groaning so long a time. They are treated with 
aisdain and ignominy, because they have disowned thy Son, Jesus Christ. 
Though they do not as yet recognise their error nor their blindness, yet we im- 
plore for them thy* compassion, O Lord, and thy light ; open thy bowels o( 
compassion for the lost sheep of the house of Israel, so that they may return to 
the iold of the true Shepherd, and the. prodigal son find his Father's house again. 

' Hear, O Lord, our prayers : we unite them with those of their converted 
brethren, and with the merits of Jesus Christ expiring on the cross, and saying, 
*' Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

' Lift the veil from their hearts, so that they may acknowledge with us our 
Saviour Jesus Christ : " Blessed be he that blesseth thee." — Gen. xxxii. 29). 

* These quotations are from the Romish Version. 
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1854. 
Nov. 1. Falkirk, ------- Address, - - Mr Salkinson. 
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5. Kilmaurs, (U. P. Church,) - 

6. Lockerbie, (U. P. Church,) - 
6. Glasgow, (Society's Rooms,) 

12. Milngavie, (U. P. Church,) 

13. Milngavie, (U. P. Church,) 

19. East-Calder, (U. P. Church.) 

20. Do. (U. P. Church,) - Lecture, 
26. Musselburgh, (Bridge St. U.P.Ch.,)SermoD, 
26. Do. (Willhill U. P. Ch.,) Sermon, 

26. Do. (Congre. Chapel,) Sermon, 

27. Do. (MiUhill U. P. Ch.,) Lecture, 



Sermon, - - Mr Salkinson. 
Sermons, - - Rev. T. Henderson. 
Prayer Meeting, Rev. Mr Bullock, presiding. 
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ALGIERS. 
The following episode in missionary life 
-will be thought not devoid of interest at 
present : — 

On the 4th 9th month, about 4 o*clock p.m., 
the town of Alger was agreeably surprised 
hy a thundering voice of cannon sent in by 
a large man-of-war, and boldly answered by 
the batteries of the port. The people who 
first thought it to be * the voice of victory,' 



indicating the fall of Sebastopol, soon learned 
that it was only the change of salutes with a 
British steamer. After a whiie the noble 
ship Royal Albert came in sight of the many 
thousands of eager spectators, and, like a 
weary leviathan, placed herself at a little 
distance outside the port, about a mile from 
the harbour. No sooner bad she cast anchor, 
and indicated repose, than a goodly number 
of superior and inferior officers, naval and 
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military, came en shore to spend there the 
night and day following, the time wanted for 
the provision of coal. Then a most pleasant 
scene began, which continued nnto the time 
of the strangers' re-embarkation. Wherever 
one or two Englishmen walked or stopped, 
hundreds of curious beings followed cr sur- 
rounded them, all (African as well as Euro- 
pean) with the expression of the most 
cordial satisfaction, friendship, and delight ; 
more especially the French military officer 
and soldiers, who vied with each other 
in showing kindness to the welcome and 
brave warriors of Great Britain. When I 
witnessed this strange happy fraternization, 
my heart overflowed with a rapid collection 
of thoaghts and emotions of an indescribable 
nature, and lifting mine eyes on high, I said, 
* thou most high God, friend and Saviour 
of souls, thou who dwellest between the 
dierubim, and govemest the universe ac- 
cording to thy sovereign will, and leadest 
the heart of kings to fulfil thy desire, and 
nations to promote thy glory on earth, when 
shall arrive the happy time in which that 
gallant and polite French nation shall embrace 
with the same eagerness, and with the same 
expression of love and cordiality, the British 
spiritual soldiers, the missionaries of the 
cross, whom thy children send to distant 
comers of the globe, to spread the good 
tidings of salvation among mortal sinners, 
and never-dying souls? When wilt thou 
open the eyes of that great, ingenious, and 
energetic, but, alas! blinded, indifferent, 
and degenerated nation, and show them that, 
with the aid of British spiiituai weapons, 
they could not only save their own souls, and 
procure for themselves eternal peace, in time 
and eternity, but even conquer more dan- 
gerous powers than Russia, and do nr.ore good 
to the world at large, than by chastismg the 
ravenous and ambitious wolf of the North ? 
Lord, unto us that happy period seems far, 
far off; but thou knowest best — the power 
and majesty is thine, thy kifigdom rules over 
all, and in thine own time thou shalt hasten 
it! As for us, we have thy infallible pro- 
mise, that every knee shall bow before thee, 
and every tongue confess tlieo, and that thou 
shalt subdue all the enemies of Jesus, thy 
beloved Son, and put them under his feet.* 

Night came on, and put a stop to mj 
observations and reflections, and afforded a 
littlo repose to my over-charged mind ; but 
next morning I took with me a number of 
English tracts and a few New Testaments, 
and went out to see some of Britannia's 
sons, and talk to them about matters of 
more importance than those which at present 
occupy their mind. On advancing a few 
steps in the first street, I saw a crowd com- 
posed of Moors, Spaniards, Jews, and Arabs 
(Bedouins), and a great number of French- 
men, dvil and militasy. In the midst of 
them I saw two British soJdieri^ the one 



a head taller than all those around him, 
and the other, a youcg middle-sized man, 
both Scotchmen. None of the two understood 
a word of French, nor any in the crowd a word 
of English ; but, nevertheless, there was a 
good deal of very expressive signs of friend- 
ship, of warm hand-shaking, and even of 
hearty wishes, which both pnrties understood 
by faith, and not by hearing. It was for 
entirely another purpose than to make an 
interpreter that I pressed myself into the 
crowd ; but as soon as that littlo Babylonian 
congregation heard that I spoke both their 
languages, thero was no choice lefl for me — I 
must be an interpreter. The tall Scots- 
man said, * I beg you, sir, tell us what these 
gcod fellows say.' No less eager and earnest 
was the request of several Frenchmen, (espe- 
cially that of two sergeant?,) to convey their 
good wishes to the welcome strangers and 
allies. When I fulfilled their reciprocal 
desires faithfully and literally, then the hand- 
shaking was violently renewed, and the good 
wishes iucreased in eloquenceand number, and 
I was kept for a quarter cf an hour as a busily 
jumping interpreter from English to French, 
etc. I then told the two strangers that I 
was a missionary, that I wished to talk to 
them a few words about religion, that whilst 
every friend of liberty must welcome those 
who devote their lives to go and fight the 
Siberian tyrant who threatens to enslave 
Europe, there is an invisible lion who once 
enslaved all mankind, and even now ^ goes 
about seeking whom he can devour,* and 
whom we all must flght with the weapons 
of the gospel of Christ. No sooner had I 
said this than I saw what countrymen these 
strangers were, and that they are worthy of 
being the sons of religious Britain ; for not 
only did they open ear and heart to my 
short address, but they said, ' We like much 
to hear talking about religion, and we are 
delighted to hear such words of a missionary 
of our countrymen, and in a place whero we 
would never have expected it.* Ah ! what a 
language ! * We like much to hear talking 
of religion,* . . . words which, alas ! I 
did not hear for several years. . . . And 
who spoke thus ? Two soldiers ! what 
were my feelings when I remembered that 
soon these willing souls shall depart hence, 
and leave me in the midst of 80,000 sinful 
mortal?, who not only refuse to hear, but 
who despise and rldicub the word of the 
living God? There was, however, not much 
time for reflection, as soon a fresh crowd 
gathered around us, and the two French 
sergeants begged and insisted that the two 
men should go with them to see the principal 
places and fortifications of the town. The 
tall Edinburgh man could no longer resist, 
and afler having taken from me a couple of 
tracts, we shook hands, and left eacU. <^\.V^kc^ 
while the -jounf^ m?i\i deivT%^ X'a «jtc<i^\i«K^ 
me, and inltoduee ma to ^"Oaet* oil "Vi^ cooi- 
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rades, to speak to them, and give them tracts. 
As we went on^ talking about religion, the 
lad sighed, and said, * Alas ! sir, you think 
no doubt that you talk to a good Christian, 
because of the interest I take in religion ; 
but I am a prodigal son of very godly 
parents, who brought me up in the fear aud 
love of God, in a house of instruction and 
prayer ; but I have led of late a dissipated life, 
and though the Lord preserved me from 
gross sin and iniquity, still I went about 
with drunkards aud scorners, and neglected 
prayer, and destroyed time, which I could 
have employed in reading my Bible, and 
now, alas ! (he sighed heavily) I am by no 
means prepared to appear before the throne 
of the great Judge, which may, however, be 
the case soon, seeing where ]. go to.' I 
spared nothing of what words the Lord 
enabled me to utter on such solemn an occa- 
sion, and after having doubled warnings and 
admonitions, I advised him to read much in 
the Word of God, and keep close to the 
throne of grace. Again, I , thought how 
exceedingly few is the number among the 
thousands of Algerian nominal protestants 
who would acknowledge such fault?, or even 
think that to spend useless and prayerUss 
days was a sin ! 

Afler having spent a few hours in company 
with that young man, he was called away on 
duty by an officer, and I directed my steps 
towards the quay in order to proceed on 
board the ship, and distribute the rest of my 
tracts there. On arriving at the quay, I 
met three very young officers (balonging, I 
think, to the navy), who were the only ones 
that refused to speak to me among the 
numerous Britons to whom I addressed 
myself on that day. But these children of 
the mixed synagogue could not discourage 
me after my previous experience, and so I 
went on towards the vessel. As the hour 
for weighing anchor approached, and as I 
arrived in a boat full of people of diverse 
looks and dress, we were first summarily 
refused entrance, but as soon as I begged it 



in the English language, an officer on board 
allowed me to como up, and I spent upwards 
of an hour in that thickly-peopled floating 
city. The first group of soldiers which 
gathered around me, and unto whom I spoke 
a while, were so religiously attentive, and 
uttered so earnestly the desire of having some 
tracts, that I could not help putting one into 
every outstretched band until I had no more, 
and unto the other groups that I met after- 
wards I could give no more than a few words 
of advice and encouragement. This visit to 
the ship's inhabitants was very agreeable and 
encouraging to me ; but I fear I have already 
dwelt too long on this subject, and must there- 
fore abstain from further remark. I wish and 
pray to the Lord God of Israel to let me live 
(if it be according to his will and purpose) 
and see the people unto whom I am sent 
here give me such a willing ear when I 
speak to them about Christ as did the Bri- 
tish soldiers, and that, like them, they might 
accept with joy and thankfulness the New 
Testaments and tracts offered unto them. 

Now I am happy to bo able to tell you 
that although the many trials, sufferings, 
discourageflaents, and disappointments which 
I met, taught me not to take shadows for 
realities, still I have every reason to say 
that the word of God is making great pro- 
gress in this place of iniquity, that strong 
rays of light begin to pierce through the 
dark clouds that surround us, and that 
several Jewish families here are seeking the 
light and fountain of salvation ; and I sin- 
cerely trust that in spite of all difficulties 
still in their way, they will be led by an in- 
visible arm in the way they know not of, 
and that sooner or later they will find them- 
selves on the high road leading to Zion. 

As to the Constantine family, the father 
continues to give strong proofs that he has 
found Him of whom Moses and the prophets 
speak, and in the midst of trying privations 
he keeps faithfully to his post. His chil- 
dren are most interesting, and very willing 
to be taught. 
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An Association has been formed in 
America, designated the Zion College 
Association, for the purpose of establishing a 
University in Cincinnatti, of which the 
Theological Faculty shall be Jewish. 

Stockholm, 20th Nov. — In accordance 
with the resolution of the Imperial Diet, the 
King has just issued a decree conceding to 
the Jews the right to settle iu every town 
in the Kingdom. 

Constantinople. — Awful Conflagration 
in the Jewish Quarter, — You may perhaps 
have already seen in the newspapers an 
account of the awful conflagration which, a 
few days ago, reduced the greater part of 



Ortakeuy to cinders. The fire broke out on 
Wednesday, Oct. 1 8th, at about four o'clock 
P.M., in an old house situated in the Jewish 
quarter. A few engines and a fire brigade 
were soon on the spot, but so irresistible was 
the progress of the flames, that before mid- 
night ruin and desolation marked the site of 
the most densely-crowded locality on the 
Bosphorus. The whole Jewish quarter, in- 
cluding synagogues, schools, and every private 
dwelling, became a prey to the unspairing 
element ; and thousands of persons, house- 
less and homeless, were driven to seek 
shelter in the open fields, or behind the 
smoolderiDg walla of their former abodes. 
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According to the lowest estimation, ISOO 
aduli maie Jews, hendei women and chUdrenf 
lost by this terrific visitation the whole or 
greater part of their property; and many 
who were rich and wealthy in the morning, 
at ten o'clock in the evening had no longer a 
bed for their wearied frames, nor a piece of 
bread to still the craving wants of their 
hungry children. My own house, which by 
a favourable chango in the wind was unex- 
posed to danger, I opened to rich and poor, 
and numbers who a day before would have 
thought it a sin to cross my threshold, gladly 
availed themselves of the refuge my house 
afforded them. The next day, in order to 
mitigate the distress of the desponding and 
helpless multitude, which Mr Schauffler, of 
tke American Board, kindly sent round to 
the English and other Protestants ; and I am 
grateful to state, that the generous response 
to the appeal enabled us to dry the tears and 
gladden the heart of many a disconsolate and 
soiTOwing parent. — Jewuh Intelligence, 

Movement towards Jerusalebi. — A 
letter from Stuttgard ( Wurtemberg) of Nov. 
18, says : — It may be remembered, that a 
very numerous society was formed here some 
Ume since of persons who, from purely re- 
ligious motives, propose to emigrate to Palcs- 
tme. This society denominated itself * The 
Society for the Gathering together of God's 
People in the Holy Land.' It has just 
presented a petition to the Germanic Diet 
to the following efifect : — * The society prays 
the Diet to ask the great German States to 
address a demand to Sultan Abdul Medjid 
requiring, 1st, a grant of land in Palestine, 
open which the society may found a colony ; 
2nd, that the society may have the right to 
administer the civil and religious affairs of 
this colony acccording to their own ideas, 
that U, conformably to the word of God ; 3rd 
that the persons and property of the colonists 
may be protected against any arbitrary 
proceedings on the part of the Ottoman 
anthorities, and against all oppressive taxes ; 
4th, that the colonists may be exempted 
from military service ; and, 5th, that all the 
colonists may have equal rights, whether they 
may have been formerly Catholics, Protest- 
ants, Jews, Turks, or of any other religion.' 
— Jknly News. 

Tbe Jews in Stdnbt. — From the best 
statbtical information, it would be found that 
the synagogue had been established in Sydney 
ibr twenty- three years. The number of con- 
gregants who attended divine worship in the 
synagogue was 500. The number of Jews 
in Sydney, according to the census of 1851, 
was 633, and in the country districts 31, 
which, with the probable increase since that 
period, would now make the number 1,267. 
The annual expenditure of the synagogue is 
aa follows:— salary of Chief fiabbi, £600; 
Jpiadar, XilOO; asaiatant reader, £150; secre- 



tary, £120; slaughterer and inspector of 
cattle, £125; for synagogue- keeper, £35; 
expenses of burial ground, £30 ; casual re- 
lief to poor, £70; incidental expenses, £240; 
making a total of £1,770. The annual 
income of tlie synagogue is derived from seat 
rents, which amount to £750. Deficiency 
to be raised by voluntary contributioD, 
£1,020. The Jewish charitable institutions, 
supported by voluntary contributions, are — 
the Philanthropic Institution, for assisting 
and supporting indigent Jews, established in 
1853 ; subscriptions from the commencement 
to this time, £4,337 68 6d ; annual subscrip- 
tions, about £375; relief paid weekly, 
£6 2s 6d. Ladies' Dorcas Society, estab- 
lished in 1844, for the purpose of granting 
relief to distressed Jewish families; sub- 
scriptions from its commencement to the 
present time, £796; present annual sub- 
scription, £40. Jewish Orphan Society, 
established in ISaO, for the maintenance, 
education, and apprenticing of Jewish 
orphans; subscriptions from its commence- 
ment to the present date, £363 lOs 8d; 
annual subscriptions, £140; monthly ex- 
penditure, £5 lOs. Educational and scien- 
tific instittttions — Jewish Library, establish- 
ed 1848 ; the library consists of about 600 
Hebrew and English standard works; sub- 
scriptions received, £250. Hebrew Grammar 
School; amount subscribed for its erection, 
£1,583; of this, £1,000 has been expended 
in quarrying and preparing the stone for the 
erection of a suitable building on a piece of 
ground granted for that purpose by Her 
Mfyesty's govern mont. The statistics showed 
clearly the charitable and benevolent char- 
acter of the Jews; besides which, they 
largely contributed to the institutions of all 
Christian denominations. It was with great 
pleasure that he had seen reported that 
the amount collected on the late day of 
humiliation and prayer, in the synagogue, 
for the relief of the widows and orphans of 
soldiers and sailors killed during the present 
war, was larger than any other collection 
raised in any one of the Christian churches 
throughout the land, amounting to upwards 
of £360.—Speech of Mr Nichol, in Sydney 
Legislative Council — Colonial Times ^ SepUm- 
berS, 

P&ussiA. — At Cologne, in the garden of 
the palace of the Archbishop, an ancient 
Jewish grare-stone has been found, bearing 
date 157. This corresponds with the Chris- 
tian year 396, and proves that at that time 
Jews resided in this old city. Tbe synagogue 
of Cologne belongs to the oldest of the 
Occident, those of Worms and Tolado being 
the most ancient ; and the legend tells that 
at the trial of Christ before the Sanhedrim of 
Jerusalem, they had voted for his acquittal. 
— Asmonean, 
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Heme], dated tbe 2drd nit : — * At the request 
of a Jewess recently married, and whose 
husband wished to desert her, search was 
made on board the British schooner, English 
Maidf where a Jew, but not the one sought 
for, was found and arrested. The schooner, 
then on her way out, was allowed to depart. 
Further search was then made on board the 
English Hull stearrer Black Eagle, and there 
18 Jews, and with them some women and 
children, were discovered. These were all 
fugitives from Russia, and some were sub- 
ject to military servitude. The runaway 
husband was likewise discovered. All the 
Jews, with the exception of one who escaped, 
were arrested, and will probably be delivered 
over to the Russian authorities. None of 
them had passports. The Black Eagle, pre- 
vented from quitting the port at her regular 
time, sailed this day, after Mr Herstlet, the 
English vice-consul, had given in a declara- 
tion that he would not hold himself respon- 
sible for the consequences that might result 
from this irregular proceeding.' It will be 
seen from this, that Prussia is performing 
her duties as well as her obligations to 
Russia with all possible vigilapce. The 
cruiser left Memel on the 23d, steering north- 
wards. 

The Times* Prussian Correspondent here- 
upon makes the following illiberal observa- 
tions : — 

* Most of the party wero Russian Jews«, 
who had run away from holy Russia to 
avoid the new militarv levies : for even in 
that favoured country, as everywhere else, 
the spirit of the Maccabees is extinct in 
Israel.' 

These remarks called forth the following 
short but well-timed answer : — 

To the Editor of the Times, 

Sir, — In your paper of to-day, your Prus- 
sian correspondent remarks, that, *in Russia, 
as everywhere else, the spirit uf the Macca- 
bees is extinct in Israel.' 

Is it in human nature voluntarily to sacra- 
fice life and liberty for a sovereign who, 
forgetting that it is one of his primary duties 
to protect honest industry, has vexed an in- 
dustrious portion of bis subjects with barbar- 
ous and unreasonable imposts, conscripti(^ns, 
and ordinances. 

No one reproaches Christian Poles for not 
wishing to defend the empire of their op- 
pressor ; why, then, should the Russian Jews, 
who are nearly all Poles either by birth or 
descent, be stigmatised as cowards for what 
IB patriotism in their Christian brethren ? 

Napoleon counted many Jews among his 
* braves ;* and among the names of those who 
died for liberty on the barricades of Paris, in 
1830, may be found those of more than one 
Jew. Yours very obediently, JuDiEUS. 
LiYEBFOOL, August SOth,— 'Jewish Ciron, 

AUBTBIA, — StATIBTICB GF THE JbwB.— 



According to official accounts, the 
the pr.pulation in the year 1848 
follows : — 

Gallicifl, - - - - 
Hungaria, - - - 
Bohemia, - - - 

Moravia, - - - 

Woywodina, - - - 
Buthowinn, - - - 
Transylvania, - - - 
Venetian States, 
Lower Austria, 
Coast Land, - - - 
Lorn hardy, - - - 
Schlerien, - - - 
Croatia and Sclavonia, - 
Tyrol and Voral Mountain, 
Military Border, 
Dalmatia, - - - 



state 
was 

313,^ 

228, 

71,< 
37,< 
13, 

11, 
6, 
4, 
4, 
3, 
8, 
2 
2. 



Total, - - - 704 

Considering the present state of the p 

lation, the number of Jews may be estinn 

at one mWWon.— Wertheimer's Jahrbuch 

The Jews in Austrian Italy. — 1 

the beginning of tbe last century, the . 

in Lombardy laboured under very I 

restrictions. A mitigation of their sev 

was effected bv the repeals issued in M 

1708, May, 1781, July, 178G, January 

November, 1791. Under the French 

the equalisation was perfect and unexcej 

able. The restrictions imposed at the 

tution of Austrian rule affected the va 

of Jewish witnesses, as well as their eligi 

to the professions of notaries and ap 

caries. To municipal and criminal 

offices, however, Jews have not unfieqc 

been elected in the latter years (as at V 

Rovigo, Mantua), and a Jew even b< 

Fresidento di Consorzio at Venice. 

government officers, several Jewish i 

are found in the railroad service. — Ibid 

St Petersburg, September 1 3ih, — 

MADE Farmers in Russia.— One ' 

efforts made by government to r 

the hands withdrawn from agriculto 

the purposes of war, is the colonisat 

Israelites. The wide steppe in the g< 

ment of Jekaterinoslav is now peoplec 

five hundred families of Jewish ngricult 

The first settlement of a Jewish colon 

in 1843, and in the circle of Alexa 

The government promised those that 

become settlers many privileges, an 

Jewish merchants induced 150 fami 

their co-religionists to do the same 

circle of Bobriniek. The colony d 

thrive at first, but fared better when 

under the management of the chief 

German colonies, who distributed G< 

among them as instructors. This p 

been successful. Besides their incxp 

at first, the settlers had to contend wi 

deroic diseases and failure of croj 
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latterly good harvests have remunerated 
them. The Jewish women, too, have learned 
how to manage a garden and dairy. The 
proportion was one German to ten Jewish 
farms in each colony, and the Jews have 
now adopted the German system of farming. 
'—Allgemeine Zeitung, ^ 

ToRKET. — The following letter, addressed 
to the Chief Rabbi of Paris, by Dr Albert 
Gohn, has appeared in the Jewish Chronicls: 
* Constantinople, Aug. 17, 1854. 

* Rev. Sir, — The Lord has watched over 
me, and blessed my journey. On Tuesday 
I had the honour of being the whole day in 
the imperial palace with Mehemet Keproth 
Pasha, the grand vizier, and Resehid Pasha, 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the 
most influential man in the Turkish empire. 
I subjoin the following decree : — 

' " All the rights, privileges, immunities, 
etc., which are now enjoyed by all Christian 
communities, ' or which may hereafter be 
granted to any Christian community, estab- 
lished within the Ottoman empire, are by 
this decree granted to the Jews, because the 
paternal heart of Uis Imperial Majesty, tho 
Sultan, will never allow that the least dis- 
tinction shall ever be made for the future 
between the various non-Musuulman sub- 
jects of his empire." 

'Now, whether Christian England and 
France obtain new privileges for their co- 
religionists, or if ultimately Russia should 
wrest from the Porte new concessions for the 
Greek Church, they will unwittingly favour 
us as much as themselves. 

* On the 20th instant I shall have the 
honour of being solemnly received by His 
Imperial Majesty, at the palace of Chereigan, 
as I am desirous of hearing the confirmation 
of the above from the Sultan*s own lips. 
Keschid Pasha thanked me, in the name of 



his sovereign, for all I have already done 
for his Jewish subjects. His Highness Ali- 
Ghalib Pasha, the son of Resehid Pasha, 
who has lately married the Sultan's daugh- 
ter, Sultana Fathma, having invited me to 
visit him at his palace, I went and conversed 
with him for more than an hour, during 
which time he promised to exert all his in- 
fluence to promote the well-being of our 
brethren. 

' I have established a committee composed 
of Eastern and European Jews, which during 
its sitting has voted 18,000 piastres an- 
nuallr, for the period of three years, to 
establish a school, which shall be attended 
by three professors of Hebrew, one of Turk- 
ish, one of Italian, and one of French. If 
Buccessful, two other schools will be estab- 
lished in tho course of the year; and half 
of the funds necessary for the purpose was 
immediately granted. 

* I cannot sufficiently praise the Austrian 
authorities for their aid, most Jews there 
being under the protection of Austria. 
Nevertheless, Mr Benedetti, the chargS 
d'affaires of France, came to see me, and 
also offered his support ; only there are but 
very few under the protection of France, 
perhaps five or six; while under that of 
Austria there are thousands. 

♦At Smyrna, also, I have established a 
school, at first for forty children; but if, 
after three months' trial, it should succeed, 
the number will bo increased. 

* The official documents on the subject 
will duly appear in the columns of the 
Journal de Constantiiiople for the 19th and 
the 24th of August. On the 2 1st I shall 
quit Constantinople; on the 1st of Septem- 
ber I hope to be at Vienna, and on the 8th 
in Paris. 

* Albeet Cohn.* 



THE TWO RABBIS. 

Reclining in the shade 

Of Salem*8 broken tower, 
Two Rabbis were conversing 

At evening's twilight hour. 
They spake of all the splendour 

That now had passed away, 
And the glory of their citj 

That all in ruins lay. 



' Behold the hill of Zion ! 

(Saith one) upon the brow, 
Where God's own people worshipped, 

A fox is running now.' 
And Eliezer's mournful tears 

Bedew'd his pensive eye, 
But Rabbi Joseph calmly smiled, 

As saints may smile on high. 
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* Oh, Rabbi, wherefore dost thou smUe 

At Zion's desecration?' 
' Nay, wherefore weep, when God's own Word 

Receives its vindication?' 
' I wept, because that fox I saw, 

God's ever sure decree 
Is all fulfilled, and desolate 

Fair Zion is to be. 

* Oh ! would mine eyes were fountains, 

That I might weep alway 
O'er Zion's fall, and move my God 

To turn his wrath away!' 
' But, Rabbi Joseph, answer now, 

What moved thine ill-timed glee. 
When all fulfill'd God's threatenings 

Upon our land we see ?' 

' Rabbi, these eyes behold indeed 

The awful doom fulfill'd. 
Ay, to the letter that our God 

In holy vengeance will'd. 
But He, as merciful as just, 

The great, the mighty Lord, 
Has promised Zion's glory 

Shall one day be restored ! 

* He threaterCd that the fox should run 

On Zion's holy hiU ; 
He promised also that the Jews 

Should be His people still. 
Oh, Rabbi, dry thy doubting tears ; 

Our God, the Mighty one. 
Hath never breathed a threatening 

That hath not all been done. 

* And He delighteth not in wrath, 

But rather loves to show 
Mercy, than judgment, unto us. 

His erring flock below. 
Rejoice, rejoice Jerusalem ; 

Rejoice, ye mourning ones! 
(Thus saith the Lord), "I'll comfort you. 

As mothers do their sons. 

' Holy your city shall be call'd; 

A shadow from the heat ; 
A place of refuge, and in storms 

Of rain a sure retreat. 
Cry out and shout, Zion, 

Great let thy gladness be; 
The Holy One of Israel 

Returns to comfort thee." ' 

— Norfolk Annual 
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CONVERSIONS AMONG JEWISH CHILDREN IN PORBiER DATS. 

* The children crying in the temple^ and sojfinff, Heeanna to the Son of David** — (Matt* zzi. 15.) 
' Lift up thy hands toward him for the l\fe of thy young children,' — (Lam. ii. 19^ 

Who has not read the simple and touching story of ^ The Jew and his 
Daughter?* A dying child, who had got some glimpses of ImmannePs 
countenance, led her aged father to seek Him, and to find Him ; and was 
hlest thus to lead him to the Bock of Ages, only a few minutes ere she 
herself took flight for glory. But other accounts are not less instructive* 

In 1757, a most useful minister, Mr Bisdon Daracott, of Wellington, 
in Somersetshire, thus writes to Dr Gillies, of Glasgow : — * You have 

surely heard of G , the Jew. He is a person of immense fortune. 

What think you of the grace of God coming into his family? Hla youngest 
daughter is, it seems, a real convert to vital Christianity ; and, by her let- 
ters, has had some happy influence on her sister, who is married to a 
nobleman. Mr G. has a sod, abo.ut twelve years old, on whom he bestows 
a great deal of learning. One day the child said to him, '' I thank you, 
papa, for giving me such an education ; but Til be a minister, and preach 
the dear Lord Jesus Christ, my sister's Saviour V* Upon the death of a 
favourite servant in the house, this young person came down in the morn- 
ing with this question to the servants : " Is he dead V* They told him 
that he was. " Now," said he, " I charge you that none of you tell papa 
or mamma of it. I'll tell them myself, and I have a particular reason for 
it." So he went into the room where Mr and Mrs G. were, and, with 
the greatest solemnity, addressed them as follows : " Your favourite ser- 
vant is dead — he is gone to appear before God's awful tribunal ; and there 
you, papa? and you, mamma, must stand too ; and if you are not found 
in Christ you must be eternally miserable for all your money !" And^heB 
he withdrew.' 

Thus writes Mr Daracott. But there is a narrative of Three Jewish 
Children in Prussia, which deserves to be well known. It shows so evi- 
dently that divine grace is strong, stronger than earth, stronger than hell. 
It shows us young souls overcoming the world, because ' greater is he 
that was in them, than he that is in the world.' 

THE STORY OF THKEE JEWISH CHILDREN WHO ENDURED AS SEEING HIH WHO 

IS INVISIBLE. 

About the year 1717, in Berlin, the capital of Prussia, there lived a 
Jew, named I^aao Yeits. He had three little girls. Jewish children plajf 
like*otber children, and will so do even in the happy days when the glory 
returns to Jerusalem. (2iech. viii. 5.) It happened tli«X\>\v«e»^^^^^^^!i^Sdi^ 
gurls, playing in the street got acquainted mt\i tSiQ dmiStea ^^ %»052i»- 

B 
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tian, who lived in a garret above them. This Christian was truly what he 
professed ; he and his wife had been born again, and washed in the blood of 
Jesus, and thej delighted to bring others to the Saviour whom they bad 
found. Accordingly when the Jewish girls used to come up stairs with 
their playmates, they were kindly invited to come in, and were even 
present at the family worship of this Christian family, and listened to 
their hymns of praise. At this time, the age of the eldest girl, whose 
name was Sprintz, was twelve ; her two sisters were named Guttel and 
Esther, the one being ten, and the other only eight years old. 

One day they all spoke to the good soldier's wife, telling her that they 
wished to be Christians. It gpems the Holy Ghost, who leads into all 
the truth, had been teaching them singly, showing them their need of a 
Saviour, renewing their wills, and persuading and enabling them to re- 
ceive Jesus as their own Saviour. Nothing woul^ satisfy them but that 
the soldier's wife should take them to see and speak with Mr Kahnian, 
the Lutheran minister of St Mary's Church, in Berlin. She did as they 
desired, leaving them to talk with the minister alone. And, now, the 
fire which God had kindled began to l:)urst forth. 

The eldest of the three, Sprintz, told Mr Kahman how she and her 
sisters had felt, and said that they had now come to seek his protection, 
* because they had a great desire to have part with Jesus of Nazareth^ the true 
Ood, who died for them.* She added, that it was nothing but sincere love 
to the crucified Saviour that had constrained them to leave their parent's 
roof. The minister, however, surprised at this extraordinary sight — 
three little girls, of their own accord, leaving all for Christ — began to 
think that they had been ill-used by their parents. He, therefore, ad- 
vised them to go home again, and to be very obedient. Upon this, all 
three flung themselves at his feet, begging him to receive them, ^ in the 
name of Jesus, whom they loved and adored.' They* said, again, that 
nothing in the world had led them to leave home but their desire to be 
Christ's children. They all declared, ' We are resolved rather to die than 
to leave our Jesus' 

The minister now agreed to take them into his house ; and then sat 
down and wrote an account of the matter to the king, who was in the 
city, asking him if the parents should be allowed to interfere with their 
children. He had scarcely done this, when the parents, missing their 
children, began a search for them all over the town. After some time 
they were directed to Mr Kahman's house. No sooner did they enter 
than they demanded their children. But be calmly told them what had 
happened, and what he had done ; and, while the parents were still with 
him, there arrived, from the king, four ministers, whom he had sent to 
inquire into the whole matter. 

It was next arranged that the children should be examined by these 
four commissioners, but that the parents should be so near as to hear 
every word without being seen. The three little girls were then bi ought 
in, and again told their desire not to go home, but to * become Chiistians 
and children of eternal salvation' But what did they know of this salva- 
tion ? They could not read ; they never had been at any such school as 
our young people are privileged to attend ; how could they know about 
salvation ? They were asked, and in reply repeated very solemnly the 
Lord's Prayer, many hymns, and many passages out of the New Testa- 
ment. The youngest of them, little Esther, repeated the chief articles of 
the Christian faith. They said they had learned most of these things 
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when at plaj with the children of Christians. Yes, he who shall teach 
8avinf];l)r the ^ hoys and girls that shall play in the streets' of Jerusalem 
(Zeeh. viii. 5), had taught them in the midst of their recreations. 

They were then told that they would meet very much to try them if 
they became Christians : nay, that even Christians might despise and 
forsake them, and they would have to work very hard to procure a liveli- 
hood. Upon this, they all said, that ' they would work till the very blood 
spurted out of their nails, if only they might be made children of eternal salva' 
tion : and if they were not happy in this world tliey would be so in the world 
to come J They were asked, ' but would you not rather live comfortably ? 
Tour father and mother will take you home, and they have fine clothes 
got ready for each of you ?' They replied, ' the clothes must remain in the 
world, but we vnsh to be children of salvation,^ Thus far they had stood 
unmoved. But, now, their parents were brought in. Their parents spoke 
to them with tears, kissed them tenderly, and asked them to return back. 
The children were amazed, and wept much ; but still they were steadfast. 
Above all, Guttel, whom her mother pressed very much to go home with 
her, answered, * No ; but rather you, mother, ought to become a Christian too.* 

They then sought to hide themselves behind the ministers ; but the 
ministers, in order the more effectually to prove them, pushed them back, 
saying, * they did very ill to be unkind to their parents who felt such 
love for them.' Still they were not moved ; though they showed great 
bashfulness before their parents. Their mother used other means ; she 
showed them her breasts which they had sucked, and implored them to 
remember the duty they owed to her and to their father. Their father, 
too, on his part, began to sigh and weep, and lift up his hands to heaven, 
upbraiding them with undutiful conduct. But the Lord, who has com- 
manded obedience to parents ^in the Zorc^' (Eph. vi. 1), and who has 
said, that if we love even father or mother more than Him, we are not 
his disciples — (Matt. x. 37) — that same Lord was all this while, by his 
Holy Spirit, keeping the hearts of these little ones. The mother, who was 
a very talkative woman, at length gave way to anger, threatening them 
with punishment for obstinacy and disobedience, summing up allbyj^owr- 
vng out her curse upon them. All this was very terrible to the helpless chil- 
dren. They continued to say that they still loved their parents, and 
were sensible of their duty to them ; only they could not give up Christ 
by returning home with them. Blessed children of faithful Abraham I 
ye * endured as seeing him who is invisible.' (Heb. xi. 27.) Your names 
are now on the same roll with the elders who have * obtained a good re- 
port by faith.' 

The parents being removed, this question was put — * If your father and 
mother would turn Christians would you be content to go back with 
them V At this question their countenances all of a sudden changed, 
not unlike the sun when it shines out after the clouds are dispelled. They 
replied, with uncommon satisfaction, that Hhen they would go home 
with all their hearts, and suffer any tribulation.' But they added, * that 
they would not otherwise go home, for they loved Jesus above all other 
things, and would follow him,' They said, too, ' You may put us in a spin' 
house ; we will be quite willing to labour there.* ^ And the child, Esther^ 
added — ^ And if you will give me nothing, let me die of hunger, or cut off my 
very head, I would rather lose my life than be separated from my dearest 
Jesus, who died for me. If you refuse me, he is ready to take memtolmorroa, 
I wiU die and live with hm* 



It 
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Dr JabloDski, one of the ministers, relates, that none present could 
^now refrain from weeping ; all was spoken with so much earnestness, and 
so amazing did the grace of God appear — ' out of the mouths of babes 
and sucklings he was perfecting praise.' Yes, were not these true suc- 
cessors of the blessed crowd of little ones that followed Jesus in the tem- 
ple, and cried, ' Hosarma to ilie Son of David f However, the parents 
were once more allowed, for some hours, to deal with the children alone. 
But no sooner did these three witnesses for Christ come back to the room 
where the ministers were, than tbey ran to them again, threw themselves 
at their feet, and untreated to be allowed to remain. The parents then 
went away. 

When the King of Prussia had heard the whole matter, he gave orders 
that the children should be protected, and instructed as they desired. 
Accordingly the kind pastor, Mr Kahman, kept them in his house, and 
began to show them the way of God more perfectly. At this time none 
of them could read ; but they knew the word * Jesus' when they saw it 
in a book, and often they would turn over a whole book in order to come 
upon that name. To them ^His name was as ointment poured forth/ 
(Song i, 2), for they were true daughters of Jerusalem. 

They one day told Mr Kahman that t/ie^ knew of some other Jewish chil- 
^en whofeU as they did, but who could not escape from their friends. 

Their parents were allowed to come and see them whenever they 
pleased ; but we do not know whether or not there ever was any change 
on the parents. 

Some years afler this, the three sisters were baptized at Berlin. Their 
baptism had been delayed a long time, in order that all might have proof 
that their faith in Jesus was genuine and intelligent. We have no fur- 
ther accounts of them after this. No doubt the Lord thought it best to 
bide them from the gaze of men that they might not grow proud ; while, at 
the same time, he preserved the record of their fnith and love. Let us 
not disdain to be followers of them, as they followed their father Abra- 
ham's faith — that faith which he showed when he left Urr of the Chaldees 
at the call of God ; and so we, too, shall inherit the promises. 

If any one who reads this narrative shall, in like manner, give up, ' for 
Christ's sake and the gospel's, house, or brethren, or sister, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands ' (Mark x. 29), that person, whether 
he be Jew or Gentile, shall be a hundred times happier in this world, 
even if persecuted, and in the world to come shall find eternal life 
when the Lord Jesus returns and causes the ' meek to inherit the earth.' 



RABBINISM AND ROMANISM. 



Popery says — 
The Bible is not the only rule of 
futh. The Church is to determine 
what is to be believed. 

2. 
P^Tbe traditions of the Fathers and 
decrees of General Councils, are to be 
received as authoritative and binding. 

8. 
The^Fope, or at least the Pope along 
ffjth a Genera} Council, is infallible. 



Judaism says — 
The Talmud and the Cabbala are as 
good authorities as the Bible. Nay, 
the Talmud is wine, but the Scriptures, 
taken by themselves, are only water. 

2. 
All the traditions of the Babbis are 
to be implicitly believed and followed. 

8. 
The Babbis and the authors of the 
Talmud cannot err. 
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FoPBRT says — 
4. 
The laity ought to be guided by the 
priests, and have no right of private 
judgment. We will excominanicate 
them, if they judge diiferently from the 
interpretations of our holy mother, the 
Church. 

5. 
It is not safe to give the people at 
large the plain text of Scripture. And 
the prayers must be read in Latin, not 
in the vernacular tongue. 

6. 
There is great merit in giving alms, 
and in prayers, pilgrimages, and other 
good vrorks. 

7. 

There is a purgatory. The best of 
men must be purged after death, in- 
stead of at once entering into heaven. 

8. 

No man can be sure of salvation till 
the very hour of death. Therefore he 
must try to make his vague hope some- 
what surer by every means which the 
priests and the Church choose to point 
out. 

9. 

It is right to pay the priests for the 
Confessional, saying Mass, etc. 

10. 
Prayer for the dead is useful to free 
the souls from purgatory. Therefore, 
after you die, we will pray for you, if 
you pay us for doing so. 



11. 
Prayers to dead saints 'and to the 
Tirgin Mary are of great benefit in 
time of trouble. 



Judaism says — 
4. 
It is the commentators, Jarohi, etc., 
that are to settle the meaning of Scrip- 
ture, and not private judgment. We 
will fulminate our Herem against you, 
if you interpret passages differently 
from us. 

5. 
The plain grammatical sense of Scrip- 
ture is to be taught to few. And we 
must never use any but Hebrew prayers, 
however few may understand them. 

6. 
' Alms deliver from death.^ There is 
merit to be stored up by prayers, pil- 
grimages, feasts, and fasts. ^ Touch 
not, taste not, handle not.* 

7. 
The Jew after deat^ must undergo a 
trial of fire, and roll under the earth to 
the valley of Jehoshapbat. ^ 

8. 
No Jew in this life can come to a 
settled hope of acceptance ; wherefore, 
he must use every means that the Rab- 
bis choose to appoint to make his hope 



surer. 



9. 



12. . 
Worship may be paid to images and 
pictures ; yet not exactly to them, but 
only to what they represent. 

18. 
Pilgrimages to holy wells, to holy 
places, and above all, to the Holy Se- 
pulchre, are meritorious. 

14. 
Sjss the crucifix, and exalt it every- 
irhere, yet pretend that you do not 
•dore lt> bui bim who ctied on it 



The Babbis require a present for 
giving you advice, praying for your 
dead friends, etc. 

10. 

* May God remember the soul of my 
honoured father, A. B., who is gone to 
his repose ; for that I now solemnly 
vow charity for his sake. In reward of 
this may his soul be bound up in the 
bundle of life.' This is a prayer at the 
Feast of Tabernacles. 

11. 

Every Jew ought to pray over the 
graves of the saints, asking them to in- 
tercede with God for him. It is right 
also to plead the merit and services of 
our Rabbis, and our father Abraham) 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

12. 

On the evening of the Day of Atone- 
ment, Jews must pray to the Shecinah 
in the moon, yet not as if to the moon. 

13. 

Pilgrimages to the tombs of Rabbis, 
such as Marona, and to the Holy Land, 
and offering prayer at the stones of the 
Temple wall, are acts of high merit. 

14. 

Adore the Torah — kisa vt^ «xA ^3^ 
not as if it N?etG axv^OoiMs^ \\J»^^^\sQX.««v 
pretence oC adonnf; ^Jofc (avi^c ^"IXx. , 
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Popery says — Judaism says— 

15. 15. 

Head mach of the Gospels, little of Read much of the Law^ and the 

the Epistles, and do not encourage Histories, and the Psalms, little of the 

private reading of Scripture. If any Prophets. If any read much of the 

^read much of the Bible in private, he is Scripture, he is an Epicurus, that is» 

a heretic ; but if he read much of the a heretic or infidel ; but if he study 

Faihersj he is a good son of the Church, much of the Talmud, this is meritori- 
ous. 

16. 16. 

Keep the Sabbaths after forenoon Keep the Sabbaths, when not occu- 
service is over, by being gay and merry, pied in Synagogue worship, by eating 
and going to the theatres, etc. and drinking more than usual that day, 

taking three meals, and by walking 
about in gaiety, and calling on each 
other. 

17. 17. 

Christ will receive those who make It is not with pardon that Messiah 

themselves holy before they come, that has to do. He is to reward his faithful 

is, who recommend themselves to Him people who are pardoned already by 

by their works, and their fidelity to the their alms, fasts, and prayers. 
Church. 

18. 18. 

It is lawful to put a baptized man, It is right to persecute, even to deaths 

woman, or child, to death, if they re- any Jew who becomes a Christian, 
nounce the true Church. 

19. 19. 

There is no salvation out of the 'Heretics and Epicureans go down 
Church of Rome. to hel), and are judged for ever.' 

— Appendix to Bonar and M'^Cheyne^s Mission of Inquiry. 



JEWISH CUSTOMS IN RELATION TO THE DEAD. 



About eight minutes afler the soul has departed, the face of the deceased is 
covered ; during these eight minutes, the corpse must not be touched ; then a 
feather is laid on the upper lip ; and when the watchers perceive that the breath i& 
entirely gone, all present make a small rent in one of their garments, which, how- 
ever, may soon afterwards be mended ; and say the following blessing, * Blessed 
art thou, O Lord, our God, King of the universe, the righteous Judge.' All 
Jews when they hear of the death of another Jew say the same. When the 
corpse has remained about an hour, on the bed, the following is repeated three 
tiihes, ' house of Jacob come, and we will walk ii\tbe light of the Lord. The 
almighty and eternal God hath spoken, and proclaimed to the earth from the 
rising of the sun to ^the setting of the same. He shall enter into peace ; they 
flhall rest in their beds ; for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.' 
The corpse is then taken and laid on the floor, with its feet towards the chamber 
door. A Uttle bundle of straw, or a pillow, is laid under the head — the bands 
and feet laid in a straight position ; and the body covered with a black cloth* 
A pewter plate, with sidt, is placed on the breast ; a basin with clean water, and 
a towel are placed by it ; and a lighted caudle at the head. The water and 
towel are left there for seven days ; and the candle or lamp for thirty days. AH 
the water that was in the house when death took place is poured away, as well 
as that in the next three houses on either side. 
The relations, from the moment of death until the interment, are called 

Onenim (D^UIti) the afidicted ; and as such are to abstain from meat and wine.. 
They are also exempt from saying the daily prayers and blessings, from all cere- 
monial observances; and even from responding Amen when the blessings are 
repeated in their presence. They are allowed to go out, and attend to the preparing 
for the faneraL They are also allowed to attend to their personal cleanliness. 
, The boar ofmterment u fixed by the officers of the Synagogue, which must 
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be, if possible, -within twenty-four hours after the death. The way in which the 
demise and funeral were usually made known was the following : A Jew paraded 
the Jewish locality, holdin<2^ in his hands a kind of copper money box. The peculiar 
sound of the box when shaken was at once recognised ; and the Jews flocked 
around the bearer, making their inquiries, and casting in whatever they pleased. 
This mode is now discontinued ; the announ'!ement of the event is only made 
known in the Synagogue; when the Qhazan stops in the midat of the service, 
and mentions the name of the deceased and the hour of the funeral. 

The shrouds being ready, the corpse is then washed. It is laid on a plaid^, 
which is called the purifying board, with its feet towards the door. A cteata 
sheet is laid over it, whilst the under linen garment is rent through, (roinL the 
breast downward, and taken oif. It is then washed with luke'warm water. The 
quantity of water must not be less than nine cabhin^ or about nine English quarts. 
The water is poured upon the sheet, with which the corpse is cleansed, as it is 
forbidden to touch a dead body with the hand. The wasb^tng must commence 
£rom the head, and so downward to the feet. When the whole body is washed 
it is laid on its back, and the nails of the hands and feet are properly cleaned 
"with a kind of pin made for the purpose. During these operations, as well as 
the following, no part of the corpse is uncovered. 

The washing being thus finished, the body is now to pass under the ceremony 

of Taharah (mniD) purification. The operators wash their hands in clean 
water, and wipe them very dry with a towel. Four persons now hold a clean 
sheet over the corpse — the wet sheet is removed, and nine cabbin of clean cold 
water are poured upon the bare body, commencing, as before, from the head 
downward. Previously to pouring this water of purification they are to repeat 
as follows : * And he poured of the anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed 
him to sanctify him. Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean ; from all your filthiness, and from all your idols will I cleanse you. 
And ye shall be holy ; for I, the Lbrd, your God, am holy. 

"Purification I Purification ! Purification 1 " 

* The body is then well dried with a clean sheet. When the cap is put on 
the head, they say the following : " And he put the mi^re upon his head.** 
When they place it in the coffin, they say, " May he go to his appointed place 
in peace."' 

The purification board is then carefully cleaned and dried ; and also the water 
spilt on the ground must be well dried. The water used for the purification 
must not be poured out where human beings might pass over it, but carefully 
4 lodged in a secluded place. 

The coffin is generally made by Jews, and is exceedingly simple. It consbts 
of only deal boards, merely smoothed and screwed together without any adorn- 
ment. No distinction is made between the rich and the poor. The corpse is 
dressed—according to the Jewish custom, with a cap, breeches, shirt, neckcloth, 
a kind of surplice, and girdle — all of which are made of linen or common white 
cotton. Lastly, the Talitk is put on the head, with one of the fringes torn. In 
Great Britain, however, this custom is not observed. The general way of dress- 
ing the dead, is, after putting the cap on its head, to place a sheet in the coffin, 
and wrap it over the corpse as a mantle ; and then put on the Talith in the same 
way as the deceased used to wear it when alive. A small quantity of Jerusalem 
earth is then placed with the dead. 

Before the coffin is removed, the relations and friends of the deceased are ad- 
mitted to pay it their last visit. The face and feet are uncovered, when each, 
alternately, takes hold of the large toes of the feet, and asks his pardon for every 
injury they have done to him ; and beg his favourable mention of them in the 
oUier world. The mourners are now present — who are, parents for their chil- 
dren, children for their parents ; husband and wife for each other, and brothers 
and sisters for each other. The Rabbi stands on one side of the coffin, and the 
mourners approach in succession, on the other side, leaning on it ; when the 
Babbi takes a knife and cuts the edge of the upper garment, near the neck, and 

then tears it about a span further — which is Keringah (ny^1p)> te\it, Tttv^Sa 
always made on the right side of the garment, and either \irx\x^ c»«X ox ^«askr 
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>coat of the male ; bat at the death of a parent, it is made on the left side, and 
in all the garments the mourner roaj have on, excepting the under linen gar- 
ment and ^overcoat or mantle. This rent may be stitohed up after the seven 
days of mourning, and properly repaired after the thirty days — except at the 
death of parents ; then it can only be stitched up after the thirty days, but never 
thoroughly repaired. 

The coffin being now closed, and cohered with a black cloak, the corpse is 
carried to the grave, when the funeral procession follows. No female is permitted 
to ioin. In olden times females formed a separate procession ; and lamentations 
WOTO chorally sung by them and the males. The females and the music are now, 
however, entirely dispensed with. As it is considered a meritorious act to assist 
in the interment of the dead, the Jewish funerals are generally numerous; and 
every one is expected- to aid, were it but -for a few steps, to convey the deceased 
to his last resting-place. 

When they arrive at the burial-ground, the coffin is carried into a hall, buHt 

for the purpose, called Beih Chaiim, (D^^H H^lH) i- <?•» house of the living. The 
coffin is then opened to see whether anything has been displaced ; if so, it is ad- 
justed. The lid being again closed, the Habbi repeats a prayer on the occasion. 
The corpse is then carried on a bier towards the grave. When they have advanced 
a few paces, they put it down, and all present say as follows — * Blessed art thou, 
O Lord our God, King of the universe, who hast formed you (the dead) in judg- 
ment ; fed and cherished you in judgment; and killed you in judgment; and 
knowest the number of you all in judgment ; and, in a future time, wilt cause 
you to live again in judgment. Blessed art thou, O Lord, the restorer of life to 
the dead.' The corpse is then carried forward to the* grave, which lies firom 
north to south ; and, whilst it is lowered into the earth, those present say, ' Let 
it come in peace to its appointed place.* Keturning from the grave, each plada 
some grass and says, * They shall spring forth from the city, as the grass of the 
earth ;' after which they wash their hands at a pump, which has been erected for 
that purpose, and say, ' He (the Messiah) will swallow up death for ever ; and 
the Lord God will wipe away the tears from off all faces ; and the rebuke of his 
people will he remove from off all the earth ; for the mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.' 

Should many burials occur quickly after each other in the same family, the 
nearest surviving relation takes a padlock and locks it, and lets it down with the 
coffin into the grave, then throws away the key to another part of the ground. ' 
This is done to arrest the mortality in the family. — Mills' British Jews. 
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SCOTTISH SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS. 

HOME PROCEEDINGS. 
Leotubes, Sermons, and Meetings in Connection with the Scottish SooxKr 

FOR THE CONVEBSION OF ISBAEL. 

Date. Place. Nature of Service. Speakers. 

1864. 

Not. 6. Cumnock, (U. P. Church,) - - - - Sermon, Rev. John Syminqtok. 

" 5. Do. (Congre. Chapel,) - - - Sermon, " " 

Dec. 3. Newarlhill, (U. P. Church,) - - - - Sermon, Mr Salkinson. 

" 10. Bothwell, (U. P. Church,) - - - - Sermon, « 

« 17. BelUhill, (U. P. Church,) - - - - Sermon, « 

" 17. Alexandria, (U. P. Church,) - - - - Sermon, Rev. Thomas Pullab. 

" 24. Glasgow, (Lesser City Hall,) - - - Sermon, Mr Salkinson. 

" 31. Lochwinnoch,(U. P.Churcb,) - - - Sermon, " 



INTBLUGBNOB. 21 

FOREIGN. 

ALGIERS. 

No mission to the perishing of any nation or class can remain isolated 
or exclusive. To attempt making it so would be wrong alike in point of 
datj and sacred policy. The Jewish mission contemplates preaching to 
the Jew first ; but, in the very endeavour to reach the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel, you cannot fail to find opportunities to do good also to 
the Greek. And if the wanderers of any name are brought back to the 
fold, the result demands gratitude and joy. 

An occurrence in the history of our mission at Algiers serves to 
illustrate thb remark. On the recommendation of our missionary there, 
the Directors of the Scottish Society have for a short time back been 
employing, at a small salary, a converted Roman Catholic priest ii^ 
prosecution of varied Christian labour, under the missionary's eye. 
His story, as connected with our station in Algiers, is interesting. %li 
J. B. Campazzi is a native of Piedmont, and member of a family of some 
consideration there — ^inheriting, by right of bis mother, some landed pro- 
perty in the country — of all maintenance from which, however, he is at 
present deprived by his father's animosity against him. He was educated 
by his father to the Romish priesthood, and officiated for a time as an 
ecclesiastic. By means which we shall not touch on at present, he was 
led to doubt the truth of the Popish system, and eventually to embrace 
and avow the Protestant faith. Thereupon he became the object of 
violent persecutions on the part of his own family, and was driven forth 
into exile for the truth's sake. In the summer of 1858, he came to 
Algiers, made acquaintance with Mr Weiss, and was much confirmed by 
his instructions in the faith of the gospel. His desire was now to be 
employed in some sphere as a labourer in the Saviour's cause, and he 
made application in some quarter where be hoped an opening might be 
found. Meanwhile, his health failed, and in hopes of benefiting it, he 
returned to his native country, and his fathers house. On arriving there, 
his disease became more violent, and for a time he lay apparently at the 
gates of death. So soon, however, as hope of recovery began to be en- 
tertained, he became anew the object of systematic and violent measures 
to reclaim him to the Romish faith ; his aged father being the leader and 
instigator in all the proceedings. In this posture of his affairs, he was 
induced to return to Algiers, to be occupied there for a time in mis- 
sionary work, in connection with our station: while endeavours are 
being made to provide for him a sphere of usefulness nearer his own 
home, and among those whose subjection to Romish delusion and tyranny 
naturally engages, specially, the sympathies of one who, in Grod's mercy, 
has escaped the snare. Mr Weiss speaks of this friend in the warmest 
terms of affectionate regard. He says of him : * We are refreshed by his 
sweet manners, his Christian walk and conversation ; but, above all, by 
his fervent and child-like prayers. We trust that he will prove a 
blessing to us, and to the work in which we are here employed.' 



ALEXANDRIA. 

EXTBAOT FROM LbTTEB OF RSV. Db PfllLIP. 

Fbom my last letter you will have learned oar winter seaaoa has cotm&so&i^ ^.'^.W^oao^ 
that my heaUli has mach impro?ed since I have not YMaa c^kVkgjd^XA xnaakft ^^^ '^ca^ 
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posed tour, as I was recommended to do 
by my medical advisers and other friends 
here, and have been able to pursue my usual 
labour. I was glad to see, from your letter, 
that the directors are inclined to encourage 
our educational institution here; there is 
much need for it, and it is the most likely 
means to act beneficially upon a community 
like that of Alexandria ; and, however slow 
the work may be for a time, however rough 
the path which we have to tread, if we can 
only keep up our faith, we shall finally 
oyeroome all. Als your directors will have 
learned from Mr Brown's letter, we are 
looking out for a house in a more convenient 
gitnation, which, indeed, is roost difficult to 
find. We have every encouragement for 
carrying on our plans respecting the institu- 
tion ; and the number of children will in- 
crease as soon as we shall have found a 
house to which there is better access in 
the rainy weather. In the meantime we are 
thankful for the countenance our institution 
has hitherto received, and very thankful 
that we have not made it an exclusive 
school, for Jews only. Had we done so, few 
Jews would have come, because they would 
have thought it a too direct means for turn- 
ing the minds of their children from Judaism 
to Christianism ; but, as the institution is 
at present, they do not shrink to send their 
children, and, I am most happy to add, 
that more than one-half of the scholars are 
Jews, and of the better class — sons of bankers 
and merchants. We have also four Maho- 
metan children, and the rest are Gentiles, 
of different Christian persuasions. Let me 
assure you that it is no easy task to teach 
in a school where the children of different 
nations and tongues call for the employ- 
ment of such a variety of languages, in the 
way of explanations, etc. 

PROSPECTS. 

I rejoice that it is my lot to have such a 
dear fellow-labourer as Mr Brown, who takes 
such a lively interest in the work ; and con- 
sidering the many obstacles which are in the 
way, all goes on admirably. But, as I have 
often observed before, it is only the beginning 
of what, I trust and pray, may turn out a 
great work. Was not this same city of 
Alexandria once a most famous seat of learn' 
ingf And as she is rising every day in 
commercial importance, may we not hope to 
tee her schools, which have been covered by 
the rubbish of centuries, rise once more 
from the oblivion to which they were con- 
signed by the followers of Islam ? Let it 
then be our part to lay the foundation of 
such a college, whose teachers and students 
shall learn of God, and, influenced by his 
Holy Spirit, they shall go forth to the world 
fully resolved to serve and glorify his holy 
name. The advantages arising to multi- 
tudes from an institution, such as we desire 
to have here, I cannot describe with the 



pen ; but I trust to have the opportunity of 
laying the entire plan before our friends at 
home when, (D.V.) I shall see them in spring 
face to face. And while, in the meantime, 
we cannot work as we would, we bhall work 
as we can, according as we find an open 
door. But whilst we thus earnestly plead 
for the countenance and success of our in- 
stitution, we do not look upon it as the 
most direct means for the conversion of souls; 
the reasoning with, and the preaching to 
them the gospel of Christ is, I trust, the 
great desire of our hearts, and will always 
constitute the principal part of our wcrk. 
Though preaching to nominal Christians 
here, who need it, in many instances, fully 
as much as the Jews, we have not succeedal 
in collecting together a congregation of the 
latter, to have the gospel regularly preached 
to them, and can therefore only reason with 
them, and set before them the glorious doc- 
trines of our God and Saviour, as we find 
them in their houses, their places of business, 
in lanes and high-roads, and when they 
come to visit us. The school has brought 
us in contact with a good number of the 
parents of our scholars, as well as with others 
who are anxious to know something about 
our school, whilst I myself have had a good 
number of applicants for medical advice and 
medicine, both at home and in their re- 
spective dwellings. 

A RABBI. 

A Jewish Rabbi from Jerusalem, in abject 
poverty, called one morning, presenting at 
the same time his wife, daughter, a fine boy, 
and an infant ; three of them had fever, and 
the others dysentry. After having attended 
to the claims of their bodily intirmitied and 
wants, I told the c»ld man how necessary it 
was to look for help and comfort beyond all 
that man can bestow. I pointed out to 
him Jesus the Messiah, as the great Physi- 
cian and Comforter. I spoke to him of sin 
and its fearful consequences, as well as the 
deliverance from misery through faith in 
Christ. He praised greatly the missionaries 
of Jerusalem, who have been very kind to 
him and his family. He said that if he 
were still a young man, he would cer- 
tainly become a Protestant ; because he 
believed that the Protestant religion is 
full of love. One Protestant, he said, 
was dearer to him than all the Jewish 
Rabbis. I told him it was not too late 
for him, even were he twice his age, to 
become a true Protestant, viz., to protest 
against all unbelief of the Jews, and to 
believe on Moses and the Prophets, and in 
Christ the Messiah, of whom they all testi- 
fied. I gave him two tracts, which he pro- 
mised to read. I have regularly attended 
to the whole family; and, I trust, have done 
all that lay in my power to administer both 
to their temporal and spiritual welfare. 
They will return to Jerusalem as soon as he 
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can obtain a passage to Jaffa; and he 
intends giving all his children to the mis- 
ttonary institutions there. 

Two other poor Jewish families have been 
under my care for some time past; fever, 
opthalmia, dysentery are the diseases from 
which they suffer. In my visits to them, I 
generally find one or more individuals with 
them, to whom I have an opportunity of 
preaching Christ. 

ANOTHER RABBI. 

A Jewish rabbi from Poland, of whom I 
have of\cn spoken in former letters, baa re- 
turned again to this city ; be is still far from 
the kingdom of God. At his last visit we 
had a h:ng conversation, in which I brought 
forward the most irresistible proofs from scrip- 
ture in connexion with past historical events, 
that Messiah must have come. I spoke to 
him of the hardness of his heart, of the ue- 
cess'ty of self- examination, of repenting, and 
turning to God, and believing on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, while it was yet time, if he 
ever hoped for salvation. 

I have done the poor man many a favour 
here, for which he seems really thankful. 
You have been, said he, my good angel here. 
I do not know a better man on earth, and, 
therefore it grieves me to the heart, and I 
could even weep to see you led away by a 
Jable^ to believe in a crucified Messiah. 
Thia led us a^ain to the Bible ; but, as it is 
with the blind man who cannot sec, what- 
ever the object may be which is placed 
before his eyes, so is it aUo with those who 
are spiritually blind. They caimot see the 
truth as it is in Christ, though set before 
them in the most vivid colours, or told in 
the plainest speech, until the Spirit of God 
removes the blindness from their hearts, and 
makes them to behold, indeed, Christ and his 
precious blood, which was shed for the remis- 
sion of sins. . . . 

Such cases nre daily before us, furnishing 
opportunity of scattering the seed among 
maisy of the Jews, both natives and of other 
land^; while, at the same time, many of Gen- 
tile nations have a share in our labours. For 
example, this being the season of the return of 
thousands of pilgrims from Mecca, on their 
way to Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, one steamer 
took last week more than a thousand. Mr 
Brown and myself went on board when they 
embarked, with a large number of Arabic 
tracts, which we distributed, and knowing 
how careful every Bedouin is of the smallest 
piece of paper which is written on. I am 
sure all these tracts will be carefully pre- 
served, and perhaps even the far saarah may 
tlius receive a portion of truth, where, pro- 
bably, no eye has ever seen a tract, or ear 
heard about Christ, and who knows if some 
of these scattered tnicts may not be the 
means of awt^kening in(:uiiy in the breast of 
Bonie poor, benighted Mahometan, or semi- 
pog^ M the blacks are. We intend to 



pursue the same coarse with all the steamers 
as they leave, freighted with Haddgees, 

FRUITS OF WAR. 

Surely there is much need now for work- 
ing, and watching, and praying ; none who 
studies the books of prophecy can do other- 
wise than see the hand of God in the strug- 
gles which are now convulsing the European 
world. The king of the North with his 
hosts ; Tartihisb and her ships ; all are now 
on the move. The conflict has begun, when 
and where will it end ? Let us watch and 
pray. The influence of the war is much 
felt even here \ misery and affliction increases 
day by day; many soldiers have returned 
from Greece in a most deplorable condition ; 
multitudes of women and children were ex- 
pecting the return of their fathers or hus- 
bands, and instead of seeing their beloved 
relatives, they had to hear the solemn truth, 
that disease or the battle-field had cut them 
off from the land ' of the living. A most 
heart-rending scene was enacted lately 
throughout the city — two Egyptian ships of 
war were lost in the Black Sea, and no less 
than 900 soldiers and sailors found a watery 
grave. All the women whose relatives were 
missing, returned in companies from the 
arsenal, where they had been to hear the 
melancholy news, with their children cling- 
ing around them, all shrieking and tossing 
their arms in the air ; they had daubed their 
faces with mud or blue paint. These lament- 
ing and wailing; processions continued for 
several days. Who can see snch scenes with- 
out the deepest emotions of pity ? 

MISSION TO THE COPTS. 

The Americans have sent Mr and Mrs 
M'Cague as missionaries to the Jews in 
Cairo ; and they are to be reinforced by Mr 
Barnet from Damascus ; and yesterday Mr 
and Mrs Martin arrived from America, also 
Mr Murad, an Armenian convert ; they are 
all on their way to Cairo to work among the 
Copts. We have also been joined here by a 
valuable servant of God, Mr Roberts, also an 
American, who engages himself entirely in 
the work of circulating the scriptures amongst 
seamen of all nations. He is a faithful ser- 
vant of God, aud wonderfully fitted for that 
peculiar work. 

ANTICIPATED RETURN TO SCOTLAND. 

Respecting my return to Scotland next 
spring, if it be the Lord's will, I trust to be 
able to leave this by the end of April or 
beginning of May ; it will depend, however, 
much upon the Arrival and departure of the 
steamers. I trust a summer in Europe will 
contribute much to the restoration of my 
whole system, and that I shall be able to 
return again to this place, (D.V.) in October 
or Kovec:ber next. Having overcome so 
much of the difficulties of the languages re- 
quisite in this part of the world, I cannot see 
it my duty, as yet, to chaiv^<& w \^v»^^ ^-v^^f^ 
for a season, l^e &Q\d. ol ur) \«\MiNxt^ '^\««* 
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ever, I smanziousto be guided bgr the Lord, praise and glory of oor great God and 
and led in those paths where I can most Saviomv 
nsefolly spend the rest of xoj life to the 
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Bt thy high sanctions guarded,* 

The father of the faithful held his hope ; 

Thy sacred voice his steady trust rewarded, 

What time he stood beneath Heaven's doudleas cope. 

And, in the starry troops that filled the skies 

And round its azure limits stood, 

Beheld his own proud destinies,-— 

The innumerable multitude 

That should arise, and call him blest. 

Thou didst the chosen people guide, 

And cheer the weary tribes with hopes of rest, 

When wandering on through deserts, faint and slow, — 

Under thy covering shadow hide 

Their tents from harm : in cloud and flame didst go 

Before their armies, till, in Canaan's borders 

They settled in their peaceful orders. 

Fair vision I but soon blighted, ^ 
When altars rose to Ashtaroth and Baal, 
And then thy voice, the voice of Him they slighted. 
Arose in mournful and indignant wail ; 
Lo ! as it rose their weakened tribes were driven 
Before the foes they once had quelled ; 
Their lock of strength was shorn, and Heaven 
The alliance of its stars withheld ; 
From king to king, from age to age. 
The inveterate spirit lives and spreads ; 
And deeper grew thy voice of sad presage. 
And darker gathered thy avenging doud, 
Till on their bold defiant heads 
The levin bolt is loosed, and rattles loud ; 
•Their cities fall, their tribes are rent asunder 
To be the world's undying wonder. 

Far throagli the nations scattered, 
Thy shadow tracks the wandering Hebrew still ; 
Each like the loose stones of some temple shattered. 
By lightning on an overlooking hill, 
Carries upon his front the fated brand. 
Behold him, as he walks apart, 
A dweller in some western land, — 
A trafficker in every mart, 
Distinguished in the crowd from each. 
Their fatherland is his by birth, 
He breathes the accents of their mother-speech ; 
Yet in his features view the deep-struck seal 
. That stamps the race forlorn on earth. 
So through a lake a separate stream may steal. 
Work onwards with a constant calm endeavour 
Through it, but mingle with it, never. '•^Vision o/Frophecy. 

* Prophecy. 
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THE TWO VALLEYS. 

AN ALLEGORICAL SKETCH. 



§ 2. I AWOKE irom my trance, and my celestial guide stood again beside 
me. Arise, he said, and let us proceed on our way^ At the word I 
arose and accompanied him down the slope of the mountain till we 
reached the plain, and found ourselves following the course of that sacred 
stream, of the waters whereof I had drunk. • Now, I took notice that we 
had advanced but a short way till the stream began sensibly to abate, as 
if it were being gradually absorbed by the soil over which it flowed. It 
is the nature of the ground, said my companion, the curse of barrenness 
rests on it ; and did not He who sends these waters forth from their own 
hidden fountain provide against the issue, the current would very soon 
wholly fail. But there are secret sources of supply, and thou shalt yet 
see fresh fountains opening in the wilderness. As he talked with me, and 
we journeyed on, the ground began to assume a very rugged and barrea 
appearance, and where the river, now divided into various lesser streams,, 
still seemed to flow, its course was hidden from my view by tangling 
brushwood, so that I could no longer trace it. Some of its branches were 
a little more discernible than others, but it was with difficulty that I could 
make out the continuity of the current of any. I could only infer where 
they flowed by the considerable contrast formed still between the green 
underwood fringing their unseen path, and the dreary barrenness which 
began to overspread the rest of the region. 

Having for some time contemplated this rapid disappearance of those 
waters, I was at length led aside by my celestial guide to a spot at some 
distance from the course we had been yet pursuing, when, to my grateful 
surprise, there opened upon my vision a new and beautiful scene. In a 
pleasant little "valley, smiling with verdure, fresh and sweet, however, 
rather than luxuriant, he showed me what seemed, and really was, a 
branch of the mountain stream, flowing clearly on its way, and gladdening 
the adjacent meads. It appeared to me just the place for pensive, pious 
meditation. In the centre the rivulet had widened into a considerable 
pool, which lay calm and pure, surrounded by a soft fringe of drooping 
willows, like long lashes round a beautiful eye. Here, said my guide, 
was a favourite resort of the Man of Uz : beside this pool he sat often 
during his long affliction, himself a kind of weeping osier, and solaced 
himself with draughts of these pure waters. But for these, indeed, he 
would have sunk under the pressure of his disease. It ^sa ^\/^x ^tvs^\s% 
df them, one morning, that he rose and graved \ipouflDLaToOs.^wAax^^taft 

o 
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golden sentences, which thousands have read and admired : approach thou 
and read. I did so, and found, in an old quaint character, the following 
words — * I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth ; and though afler my skin worms destroy this 
body, yet in my flesh shall I see God.' 

My companion then had me away in an opposite direction, till we 
seemed to have got beyond the space traversed by those waters altogether. 
The scene was now wholly barren ; and I begah to wonder why my guide 
had led me hither, when of a sudden I found that we were standing by 
the verge of a beautiful spring, from which was issuing a small clear cur- 
rent, flowing in a westerly direction. I observed, besides, that from this 
place the wide plain which we had been examining began to be bisected 
by a ridge of heights, gradually rising, and to be parted into two valleys. 
Down one of these the stream mentioned appeared to flow. This rivulet, 
said my guide, thou art hereafter to trace ; but first examine well its 
fountain-head. From this spring Abraham drank when God found him 
a wanderer in this very region, and his eyes were opened. From this 
spot he beheld Christ's day afar off, and was glad. The waters, though 
thou seest no communication between them, are the same with those of 
the river flowing from the mountain-side — the waters of the promise. 
And the name of the well is Jehovah-jireh. As he spoke, he pointed to 
a stone which stood at the head of the spring ; and I read with a joyful 
surprise the name indicated, with this added sentence, ' In thy seed shall 
all the families of the earth be blessed.' 



THE COPTS m EGYPT. 



In the Eev. Dr Philip's communication, inserted in our last number, 
brief reference is made to the arrival of the Rev. Mr M'Cague and his 
wife, on their way from America to Cairo, for the purpose of founding a 
new mission, with special reference to the Copts in that city. Mr and 
Mrs M'Cague are agents of the General Associate Reformed Synod of the 
West, in the United States. The * Christian Instructor,' referring to this 
a[ppointment, makes a number of interesting extracts from a work by the 
Rev. J. P. Thompson, of New York, entitled, * Egypt, Past and Present,' 
in illustration of the history and habits of the Copts. We append some 
paragraphs : — 

* Christianity, though decayed and withered in the land of E^ypt, is not yet 
extinct. ^ It is an interesting and most significant fact, that, notwithstanding the 
persecutions they have endured from pagan emperors and from Mahommedan 
kings, nearly all the original stock of the country that remain at this day are nominal 
Christians. These are known as Copts, and they claim to have preserved intact 
the blood of the ancient Egyptians, through all the changes of their country ; — 
a claim not without reason, since neither the Persians, the Greeks, nor the 
Romans, supplanted the original inhabitants of the country, and since religious 
prejudices have been a barrier to the intermarriage of Mahommedans and 
Christians. 

^ In the city of Cairo there are about sixty thousand Copts, in a population of two 
hundred thousazid ; and from what I have seen of them m the towns and villages 
of the Upper Nile, I should think that there are as many more scattered through 
the country, equal in all to one-fifleenth part of the whole population. A LurgQ 
jxroportion of the villagers at Thebes, on both sides of the Nile, are Copts. ' The, 
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religioas condition of so numerous a body of professed Christians, is of itself A 
matter of interest, apart from their relations to the Mahommedan population 
around them, and to the future evangelisation of their own country. 

* Both in their ecclesiastical organisation, in their doctrinal belief, and in their 
church usages and mode of worship, the Copts have departed less from the New 
Testament than have the Koman Catholics. The government of the Coptic 
Church is Episcopal. Its head is a patriarch, who is elected from among the 
fathers of one of the principal monasteries, and who now resides at Csdro. In 
this respect the Coptic Church corresponds with the Greek, Armenian, Kestorian, 
and other oriental churches, which have never acknowledged the supremacy of 
the Pope. The Abyssinian branch of the Coptic Church is under the superin- 
tendence of a mutran^ who is now the only dignitary of that name, and wno, at 
his death, is succeeded by another from Cairo, appointed by the patriarch, and 
sent in chains to his see, in token of his dependence upon the head of the church.' 

^ The native Christians appear to better advantage in their towns and villages. 
The monasteries and convents were built for seclusion ; and frequent persecu- 
tions have converted them into virtual fortresses, whose inmates live in fear of 
predatory Arabs, and in suspicion of strangers. But in the villages, the Coptic 
people are open and free, and, with all their superstitions, give marked evidences 
of their superiority to their Moslem neighbours. Some villages on the Upper 
Nile are inhabited almost exclusively by Copts, while in others they form 
a considerable part of the population. Near Cairo is a Coptic village known as 
* the Convents ;' a town once built by them opposite Minieh is now deserted ; but 
there are many Copts in Minieh itself— a place of extensive sugar factories ; fur- 
ther to the south, the villages of Byadeeh and el Korsayr are inhabited by Copts, 
and much of the intervening district, on both sides of the river, is cultivated by 
them. And here I can fully endorse the remark of Mr Wilkinson, that ** in exa- 
mining the fields, particularly about Byadeeh, one is forcibly struck with the 
superiority of the Copt over the Moslem fellah (peasant), all that relates to irriga- 
tion being much better managed there than in other parts of the country.'* In 
walking through the villages of this district, one is struck also with the superior 
style of the houses, the better arrangement of the streets, the general aspect of 
comfort, and the marked civility of the people. Still further south, the large town 
of Manfaloot, once a bishop's see, numbers some two hundred Copts, with priests 
and a church ; and OsiouC, the capital of Upper Egypt, is still the residence of a 
bishop. The dark turban of the Copt is seen frequently in its streets, and some- 
times graces such perfect features, such soulful eyes, and a complexion so rich 
and beautiful, as to realise the poetic ideal of the human face divine. Girgeh, the 
former capital of Upper Egypt, was founded by the Copts, and was named from 
their patron saint, Greorge. This town had formerly ** the largest and most opu- 
lent monastery" in all Egypt, ** inhabited by upwards of two hundred monks, 
who possessed much land in the neighbourhood. They supplied food to all 
travellers ; and so great was the amount of their revenues, that th^y annually 
sent a large sum to the Patriarch of Cairo, to be distributed among the poor of 
their own persuasion." These monks were swept away by the plague, after which 
their property was seized, and now but about thirty occupy the reduced estab- 
lishment. Many Copts are here met in the streets, but a considerable number 
have been perverted to the Roman Catholic Church, of whose operations in 
Egypt I have already spoken. At Negddeh, near Thebes, are twenty-five hundred 
Copts, with two churches and a convent. 

* In all the towns and villages where they are found, the Copts appear well 
dressed, intelligent, industrious, and in all respects superior to the great body of 
the population. Indeed, I do not ^remember to have seen a beggar amon^ them. 
Many of them can read and write, and their children are generally taught m both 
the Coptic and the Arabic languages. The children wnte with ink upon plates 
of sheet tin, and I have seen some very pretty specimens of their penmanship, the 
lines runnins, as in all oriental languages, from right to left. The fact that the 
profession of scribes is almost universally in the hands of the Copts, shows their 
superior education. 

^ At a large sugar factory belonging to the Pasiha aJ^ 'Maxi\^n\ii'5>\^<i.^^^^ 
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the secretaries, or book-keepers, as we should call them, were Copts, while most 
of the other employees were Mahommedans. The Copts were evidently put at 
the head of the establishment, because they were the only persons competent for 
such a [^st. Each scribe wore in his girdle a long narrow brass box, or shaft, 
terminating at one end in an inkstand, and filled with sharpened reeds. This no 
doubt answers to the. ^^ writer^s inkhorn," which Ezekiel mentions as carried by 
the side or upon the loins ; and is certainly a more honduriable badge than the 
short sword and the horse pistol of the Janissary, worn in like manner in the 
girdle. 

* A few examples will illustrate their present commercial position. In Egypt 
the same system of customs exists as in Fraince ; not only are duties levied upon 
foreign imports on entering the country, but an additional tax is Tevied upon 
goods brought into the principal cities. . There is a tariff between Alexandria 
and Cairo, as well as between Alexandria and,the rest of the world. The duties 
for Cairo are collected at its port of Boulak, and *^ the whole are farmed by some 
wealthy Copt or Armenian merchant." The ^tbility to assume such a responsi- 
bility argues much wealth among these Christian merchants. The Copts occupy 
a separate quarter in Cairo, and have some valuable shops in the bazaar ; some 
of their houses are said to be fitted up in a very comfortable manner. At Men- 
zaleh, whose lake affords the principal fisheries of Egypt, the whole business is 
farmed from the government by some wealthy " Christian speculators ;" and 
every morning " a Turkish overseer and a Christian scribe" repair to the spot 
where the boats discharge their cargoes, to take an account of each, and to pay 
the fishermen. Here, again no small capital is needed, but it seems the native 
Christians have both the capital and the enterprise for such a business. In short, 
where business tact and enterprise are required, and where business thrift is evi- 
denced, the difference between the Copts and their Moslem neighbours is as 
striking as between the Protestant and the Koman Catholic countries of Europe. 
The Copts are even now the best race on the soil of Egypt. 

* I cannot doubt that they have been so long preserved a separate people, as 
tenacious as the Jews of their language and their religion, because of some special 
design of Providence for the revival of Christianity through them in Egypt and 
in Ethiopia, and the evangelisation of the vast interior of Africa. And I deem 
it of the utmost importance that a missiox should be sent to Egypt by Christians 
in the United States, to visit the Copts wherever they can be found, to gather 
facts respecting their condition, to acquaint them with the condition of the 
American churches, to revive in their minds the primitive truths of the gospel 
and the spirit of the primitive Christians, to introduce among them religious books 
and tracts, and to encourage family religion and Christian education, and thus to 
prepare the way for such a permanent work among these Copts as has been esta- 
blished among the Armenians and the Nestorians, and has there been so signally 
blessed of God. Such a mission should consist of at least two persons, well versed 
in church ^history and institutions, as well as in the Scriptures, affable and dis- 
creet, shrewd and discriminating, single-hearted and simple-hearted in their devo- 
tion to Christ and His cause. One of them certainly should be able to speak 
Arabic fluently, and one of them should have a knowledge of medicine, and espe- 
cially of the treatment of dysentery and opthalmia — the prevailing diseases of 
Egypt. 

* On Easter Sunday I attended service at sunrise in the Coptic church at Cairo. 
I cannot describe to others what was in a great measure unintelligible to myself, 
but will give a brief outline of the service, which lasted for more than two hours. 
The church is a plain building, about ninety feet by sixty. It is divided by screens 
of wood into several compartments. First, near the door at the front of the build- 
ing, is a section appropriated to the women, who are entirely screened from view, 
and can only look upon the service through a close lattice-work. Next is a room 
about forty by sixty, with a low screen running crosswise through the centre, and 
a high screen on its inner boundary ; here is another apartment thirty by sixty, 
contsdning the reading-desk, etc., and beyond this are screened rooms containing 
the altar^ the priests' vestments, and the tombs of deceased priests. Thus there 
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are piro principal apartments or sections for males, and one for females. The 
screens may be partly opened by means of doors. 

* Whea I entered, I was beckoned forward to a vacant spot near the reading- 
desk, where I sat downupon the floor with the rest, until a chair was broa^vht to me. 
This section was carpeted ; the others were covered with mats ; several hundred 
persons were present, all seated on the floor. Two of the officiating priests sat 
on the floor by my side. 

* The service was wholly liturgical and ceremonial. A priest would chant a 
while from a book, and a chorus of boys would respond, and then the whole con- 
gregation would join, while a pair of cymbals rudely beat the time. Agidn, a 
fittle boy would chant, and the congregation would join in the chorus. The 
Scriptures were read in the lessons for the day. After this, the priest entered the 
sanctum and stood before the altar, where the censer, which had already been 
used to sprinkle his books and his vestments, was swung until the whole space 
was filled with incense. Before him on the altar was a vase, from which he re- 
moved several cloths, holding them up in pairs to be sprinkled with incense^ 
and then muttered a low chant, to which the boys responded. At length the 
vase was uncovered, and disclosed a picture of Christ, at sight of which the con- 
gregation, who had risen during the chanting, crossed themselves and bowed their 
heads. Finally, to my surprise and horror, the priest lifted up the consecrated 
elements, just as I saw the Pope do at Rome on Christmas-day, and marched 
with them through the church, while here, as in St Peter's, the people uncovered 
their heads and bowed to the ground. Then the cymbals struck up, the brethren 
embraced each other, and a procession of collectors with candles and baskets, and 
of beggars, passed through the congregation. Several times the subalterns bowed 
before the priest, and kisssd the ground, and received his benediction. The little 
boys who assisted in the service did the same, and I was amused to see one little 
fellow, about five years old, watch his chance, and go through the ceremony. 
The congregation was utterly void of seriousness. A boy made a mistake in read- 
ing, and the priest began the wrong lesson for the day ; both were corrected by 
several voices, and this caused a titter, in which the priest joined. I saw a priest 
at the desk, in the midst of the service, getting a piastre changed into coppers 
against the approach of the beggars' procession. The whole service was for- 
malism, without even the element of superstition found in Roman Catholic 
churches to give it an air of devotion. Throughout, there was loud talking and 
confusion. The church has rude pictures of Christ, the Apostles, the virgin 
Mary, and St George and the Dragon. Before some of these are altars and 
shrines. 

^ I was grieved to find the Copts so much further gone in formalism than I had 
supposed. Their worship differs from that of the Romanists, in giving more pro- 
mmence to the Scriptures, and in allowing the people to participate in the chants. 
But the priest is evidently honoured as a holy character, he officiates with his 
back to the people, reverence is paid to the pictures, and the host is adored. 

* This will show the folly of attempting to resuscitate such a church upon its 
present foundation, or by an agency that symbolises with it. There must be 
reformation, not ecclesiastical ^^fraternisation," but thorough evangelization, 
which must issue in the separation of the false from the true.' 
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The following* from a correspondent in * Notes and Queries • is interesting : — 
The words at the commencement of Psalms csx., rendered * Song of Degrees,' 
appear to me to signify rather * song of ascents,* in reference to the Jewish prac- 
tice of ascending to the house-top to watch and pray, as well as to sleep. If it 
be assumed that these fifteen Psalms were appropriated for domestic use on the 
Jew retiring, by ascending the ladder or stsdrs, to the upper part or top of the 
house (Ps. cxxxii. 3), the meaning of several passages will beb^tVst w^-'^t^^sA^.^ 
I ooncetTe, than by supposing that they were compoaadaoV^^ tet Xaxsi.^^'^^^^st.^ 
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as Eichhom thidks, to be sung on a journey. Standing on the house-top, the 
praying Jew, like David and Solomon, would have in view heaven and eartfi 
(cxxi. 2, cxxiii. 1), the sun and moon (cxxi. 6), the surrounding hillsa( exti. 1) 
and moimtams (cxxv. 2) the gates and city of Jerusalem (czxii. 2, 3, 7),.Moidit 
Zion (exxv. 1), the watchmen on the walls (cxxvii, 1, cxxx. 6), hiis wife aad 
children at home (cxxviii. 2, cxxxi. 8), the mower bringing in his sheaves, com- 
pared with the grass on the house tops (cxxix. 6>8) — all subjects especially 
noted in these fifteen Psalms. The number of eight appears to be a faTOorite 
one in these, as well as in Psalm cxix. ; but there is no reason to believe tliat 
such number refers to the octave in music. It may refer, however, to the num- 
ber of stairs or steps to ascend. I am not aware that the above views have been 
previously taken, which is my reason for calling attention to this interesting aUd 
well-debated subject. 
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FORE 

ALGIERS. 
The following passage from a recent letter 
of Rev. Mr Weiss, respecting his fellow- 
labourer, Campazzi, will be read with in- 
terest, and will farther explain his history 
and character : — 

* It is with joy and thankfulness to the God 
of truth, that I am able to say that during 
the time of Mr J. B. Campazzi's sojourn 
with and among us, I found him, in many 
respects, far superior to what my impressions 
"Were about him when I first recommended 
lum to you. Havmg marvellously escaped 
tiie powers of darkness, against which he 
so long struggled, he emtraced the light 
vhich th« mocifiil Father in heaven granted 
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him, with joy, with humility, and with deep 
gratitude. Contrary to my fears, that com- 
ing forth so recently fro;n Satan's cave, from 
a labryinth *of lies, superstitions and false 
impressions, he must have yet a quantity of 
that dross in him, which, to remove, would 
cost much trouble. But, no ; Romish super- 
stitions, false pretensions, lying miracles, 
perverted doctrines, usurped authority, image- 
worship, mass, confessional, and other hun- 
dreds of her abominations, he, long ago, exa- 
mined, one by one, and condemned and for 
ever abandoned. When first (in the year 
1858) he came here, he wanted only to be 
confirmed in some leading evangelical truths, 
and to gather ttrength for a decided rupture 
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abylon, and for an open alliance with 
rd's people on earth. The Loid,^who 
fhe wovk within him, granted him 
race and strength, and conrage to 
»Iiah it, and now Mr J. B. Campazzi 
ictly evangelical Christian, a prayerful 
sifoted child of God, and a zealous 
tf foil of anxiety and ardour to impart 
don truth he found to any and every 
ew or Greek, Italian or Frenchman, 
ne, his first and greatest desire was to 
among his bem^^ted countrymen, 
qiraoned in Rome's dark dungeon ; 
nng that, after fUl the exertions of 
, no door seemed open fiur him in 
narters, he answered your invitation 
Igemess and joy ; and since he came 
la given proofe enough, that to do 

immortal souls is lus chief denre. 
mately the last few months were 
leagre, wkh respect to Jewish visits 
stmction in the house (a principal 
for changing my dwelling); but in 
xurk we had, he gladly aided me, and 
iself he was not idle, but sought to 
nd do good wherever he could. At 

ival of the L ihmilj, he took up 

nentary instruction of the two eldest 
1, in preparation for school. Since I 
le boy to a school, he still continues 
DCt the girl — a work for which he has 
atience and aptitude. We paid many 
igether to the civil hospital, where we 
Jews, German and French Protes- 
od where he often finds Italians also, 
my a poor sufferer was comforted, 

, encouraged, or warned, and supplied 
sw Testaments and tracts. To one 
fiunily, in particular, (a member of 
te found in the hospital,) he did much 
Dee ; and it is to be hoped that his 
will be blessed to many others. In 
la in the streets, he always accom- 
me; but often enough I meet with 
rhose only language is Hdfrew unto 
d then one can see in his eyes how 
it is to him not to be able to assist 
ieHvering his testimony likewise to 
ionr of sinners. If the Lord spare 

1 me, he will once get over this diffi- 



n the beg^ning of his sojourn with 
Campazzi speaks much, and vdth 
limation, about his country, Pied- 
of the progress that its liberal consti- 
nakea didlj — of the cheering and 
«pB which Protestantism made there 
-of the flonrishing reformed church at 
eoiiusting partly of new converts) — 
i*rotestant churches that are now a- 



building and forming at Genoa, etc. But 
what pleased me most is the very favour- 
able opinion he entertains of the large num- 
ber of Jews in that country, who, since 1848, 
enjoy as much liberty as do the Jews in 
Britain, who are now much respected anid 
esteemed as to their character, and likely 
would be more accessible by a missionary 
than are even the German Jews. At Torhi 
itself there are more than 1500 Jews — at 
Alexandria, (near Castel Spiner, where lives 
his family,) Uiere are as many Jews as here, 
viz., 7000, and many towns betides, which 
have numerous Jewish inhabitants ; and as 
it seems there was no Jewish missionary 
yet there, though the present constitution of 
Piedmont is most favourable for the purpose. 
Now, I was seriously thinking that as soon 
as the Lord would, in his good providence, 
enlarge the means of the Scottish Society, 
what is to prevent the Directors opening 
a mission there? By sending another 
missionary ajiong with Mr Campazzi, an 
house for prayer and for preaching the gos- 
pel in the Italian language could instantly be 
opened, the more so that there are many 
Englishmen unto whom the English mis- 
sionary could preach in English, and good 
be done to Jew and Gentile. ' But I must 
be brief, and must leave this affkir to the 
Master of the vineyard, and to the prayerfnl 
consideration of the Directors.' 

In a communication, of date November 
last, Mr Weiss gives account of various in- 
terviews with Jews, particularly with one 
who has re-appeared at Algiers, after a long 
period of absence and travel through Britain 
and America, much softened in his views of 
the character of Protestant missionaries, but 
still without any evidence of renewal of 
heart, or real interest in the concerns of 
his immortal souL He also gives, in affect- 
ing detail, a narrative of his earnest and per- 
severing but vain endeavours to procure em- 
ployment in Algiers, for Mr L— — , of Con- 
stautine, and of his consequent necessary re- 
turn with his &mily to the latter town. It is 
impossible not to sympathise deeply with 
the missionary in this untoward removal 
firom under lus care and instruction of a 
promising and inquiring family; or to do 
otherwise than share the regret which led 
him, as he tells us, to follow the vessel whic|i 
Ixnre his charge away, with pensive and 
yearning look till it faded from sight behind 
the interposing promontory. Let us hope, 
however, that the present doud is only 
preparing for the appearance of unexpected 
light hereafter. 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNUAL 
LETTER OF THE BISHOP OF JERU- 
SALEM. 
' The last year has been a year of great 
trials and safferings to many in this conn- 
try. Of the effects of the war, for and 
against this empire, we have as yet scarcely 
felt any thing ; with the exception of some 
slight disturbances, the effect of Moslem 
bigotry at Jaffa and Beyrout, which were 
easily suppressed by the local authorities, 
we have enjoyed peace and quietness. There 
have been some disturbances and plunderings 
in Galilee, on the mountains of Nablous, 
(Samaria) and the plain of Gaza, and, to 
give an idea of the local government, on two 
occasions, when the contending parties had 
the good sense to be reconciled, previous in 
one case to any act of hostility, the late 
Pasha imprisoned and fined the chiefs, be- 
cause Jh^ had made peace withoitt his inter- 
vention. Besides this, this country has been 
visited with two severe judgments, — pesti- 
lence in the shape of the small-pox ; and if 
not famine, an excessive deamess of bread. 
During the last winter the small-pox made 
terrible ravages in Jerusalem, and its en- 
yux>n8, so that out of a population of 18,000, 
it is said to have carried away between 
1500 and 1800 persons, i.e., nearly one- 
tenth part. 

* A^ hilst this disease was carrying devasta- 
tion and misery into hundreds of families, 
the scarcity and deamess of provisions was 
increasing, till they reached the highest pitch 
during the rain and snow of the latter season 
in March. It was heart-rending whenever 
an alms was given, to see dozens of hungry 
creatures stretch out their hands for relief. 
As the convents had abundance of means to 
help their poor, and also the moslems in the 
revenues of their mosques, the numerous 
poor Jews and the few native protestants 
suffered most, until help came from abroad 
for the suffering Jews, both from Jews and 
Christians. However, thanks be to Grod, 
help has been sent, both in the shape of 
alms and of an abundant harvest ; still 
prices, although reduced by half, remain 
very high, so that the hand of God lies still 
heavy on many families who need the sup- 
port of charity. 

* Now, if I was asked what has been the 
moral effect of these calamities on the people 
at large, I should be obliged to answer. 
None at all, as far as I can judge. When 
once moral nature has been so completely 
degraded by superstition and immorality, 
one judgment of God, instead of softening 
the heart and sharpening the conscience, and 
thus changing men for the better, seems 
only to make them ripe for other judgments. 
The Word of God alone, applied to indivi- 
duals, is able to enlighten their minds, to 



soften their hearts, to quicken their con<i« 
sciences, and to lead them as lost sinners to 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin 
of the world. 

* For some time indeed, during the spring, 
many Jews seemed to be affected by the 
benevolence of Christians towards them; 
their prejudices seemed to give way. But 
then the Jews abroad seemed to be afraid of 
the effect of Christian charity ; they collected 
large sums of money, partly to be distributed 
here for the immediate relief of the sufferos, 
but by far the lai^er sum was intended for 
the foundation of several institutions, similar 
to our own, with a view of thus cutting the 
ties, which, in a certain sense, connect a 
great number of Jews to the Protestant 
mission. When the bearer of that sum of 
money, Mr Cohen, of Paris, arrived here, m 
the month of July, he at once proposed to 
establish a Jewish hospital, to counteract the 
object of the hospital of the Society for Pro- 
moting Christianity amongst the Jews, and 
something like schools of industry, both foe 
young Jews and Jewesses, in opposition to 
our schools; propoising, in not very mea- 
sured terms, to bis brethren to make them- 
selves independent of what he called stran- 
gers, etc. He preached several times in the 
synagogue; but, besides that, his doctrine 
was too loose for the Talmudists of Jerusa- 
lem, he expressed most un-Jewish opinions 
respecting Messiah and the restoration of 
Israel. He said emphatically that they do 
not want a Messiah to make atonement, be- 
cause every Israelite must atone for himself; 
that Messiah is to be something like a power- 
ful ruler, to protect the Jewish nation, 
whose restoration does not imply their being 
gathered and brought back to this country, 
but their being enabled to live happy and 
respected among all nations, under the pro- 
tection of their Messiah. Of course, his 
presence, his views and dealings, produ6ed 
the effect which was to be expected, viz,, a 
great excitement, and a greater amount of 
party spirit ; the poorest were disappointed, 
and ever since there has been a fermentation. 
This makes it impossible for me, on this 
occasion, to state how they are disposed in 
general towards Christianity, except that it 
comes more .and more to light that many are 
in a state of doubt, and if they have read 
the New Testament, (which many do,) they 
are inclined to admit that Jesus of Nazareth 
was indeed the Messiah, but this in the way 
of speculation, which does not seem to affect 
their consciences. 

^Daring the course of last winter and 
spring, the missionaries had a good deal of 
intercourse with the Jews in general, preach- 
ing to them in the way of conversation, and 
especially with a good number who expressed 
a certain desire <^ becoming Christians, but 
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who »howed by degrees that they were 
either led by divets worldly motives, or that 
their imaged fiutb in Christ gave them no 
oosrage to confess his name at the risk of 
bsing more than we cotild encoarage them 
to expect of temporal advantages. Yet 
daring this year we have baptised nine adult 
Israelites, most of them after a long trial, 
and being persuaded that they were all sin- 
cere in their profession of believing that 
Jesns is the Christ, the Son of God, and in 
desiring to serve him ; though, alas ! with 
most, if not all of them, that i/tep sense of 
guilt, of natural corruption and weakness, 
whidi forces sinful man to take hold of 
Chrkt, as our righteousness and strength, is 
wanting. Hence their extreme weakness, 
indecision, and ignorance of that holy joy of 
the Lord, which is the strength of his people. 
This is the case, unhappily, with nearly all 
our proselytes, as well as the native protes- 
tanti* I believe that, with very few except 
tions, they are all anoere in their profession, 
that is, that they are not consdous of being in- 
sincere. There is a good amount of head- 
knowledge of the truth among them, and 
making allowance for former bad habits, 
their outward conduct is not bad ; and if a 
regular decent attendance upon the public 
means of grace were an in&llible proof of 
tme Christianity, our congregation might 
s^ost be considered as a model. What 
then is wanting ? O ! very much, as already 
stated. We all want a deeper conviction of 
sin, and, consequently, a more lively faith in 
Christ ksc righteousness ; we want life, true 
life, spiritual life, with its fruits, — -joy, peace, 
and love. 

* Our church-services have been uninter- 
rupted, regularly attended, and, I have no 
doubt, a means of increase in grace, and of 
blessing to many. Every Lord Vday morning 
there is a service in Spanish, except on the first 
Sunday of each month, when it is in Arabic, 
for the benefit of our native conomunicants, 
Jews and Gentiles. 

' For several months, the Spanish service 
was attended by a goodly number of Spanish 
Jews, besides our proselytes, who understand 
that language; but of late, two or three 
labbis have posted themselves at the gates 
of the (diurchyard, to prevent the Jews from 
entering and assisting at this service. The 
English and German services have continued 
as formerly. The daily morning service has 
been somewhat modified. It continues, as 
before, for three mornings in the week. 
The other three mornings, it takes place in 
the school-room, when a portion of the 
fitorgy is read, and is followed by a cate- 
chetioa], practical consideration of some por- 
tion of the Word of God, in a more familiar 
triple than can well be adopted at church. 
Tnia diange, which we consider as very 
benefiflia], has been introduced in considera- 



tion of the indi^dnal need of many prose- 
lytes. 

* Both services are in Hebrew, althougli 
at the latter, some other languages are occa- 
sionally made use of, for the benefit of such 
as do not fully understand Hebrew. On 
Sunday evenings there are two meetings for 
the edification of those who will attend 
them; one in English, at the Rev. Mr 
Crawford's, and one in German, at the Dea- 
coness* house. The weekly meetings at the 
school-house, every Wednesday evening, 
for reading and practically expounding the 
Word of God, and prayer, both by clergy 
and laymen, have been continued regularly; 
and I trust they have proved beneficial to 
some babes in Christ. On the first Wednes- 
day of the month, the meeting is a mis- 
nonary meeting. 

* The hospital for the poor Jews is so well 
organised, and proceeds so quietly, that 
words cannot express its value ; it must be 
visited to be duly appreciated. Thousands 
of Jews and Jewesses have been benefited 
by it during this year of unusual sufferings. 
It is not, and must not be, a proselytising 
establishment, beyond the fact that both the 
Old and New Testaments are placed in 
every ward, giving the patients an opportu- 
nity, but leaving them perfectly free, to in- 
quire into the truth of the gospel, and thus 
to seek the way of salvation, or not. Yet 
the experience they get of Christian love 
and benevolence, cannot fail, sooner or later, 
to soften their hearts, and by degrees to 
remove their prejudices, of which examples 
are not wanting. 

* The diocesan school, now divided, as 
stated last year, into two branches — the 
boys' school, with three teachers, and the 
girls* school, with two female teachers— has 
again prospered, and received many tokens 
of the love and care of the Good Shepherd, 
which has been manifested by the almost 
general love of the children for, and their 
attention paid to, the Word of God ; by the 
deep impression which that blessed word 
makes from time to time upon the hearts 
and consciences of the individual children, 
of which, if time and space permitted, I 
should delight to give here a few examples ; 
and by the improvement in the conduct of 
many children. 

*0f the fifty-one attending the girls' 
school during the last year, fifteen were 
daughters of proselytes, sixteen Jewesses, 
nine native protestants, seven other Chris- 
tians, and four moslems. 

* The number of boys attending is now 
fifty-five, viz., Jewish, 11 ; protestant na- 
tives, 13 ; other Christians, Greeks, Arme- 
nians, Abyssinians, 17 ; moslems, 2. Thua 
in the two schools there are 5i Israelites^ 
22 native protestants, 24 other Christians, 
and 6 moslems ; of these ctiMt^TL^ \Xx^t^ «x^ 
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generally abont 20, (firom 8 to 12 Jewish,) 
who, being either orphans, or else absolutely 
destitute, have their food, lodging, and 



clothing in the schooL Dining ihe knA 
spnng and summer, we felt it our dntj to 
give food to thirty-four.' 



CURRENT EVENTS AFFECTING THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 



' Experience having proved, a second time, 
that that there is no room for two weekly 
Jewish Journals in England, especially when 
both are of the same tendency/ the Jewish 
Chronicle and Hebrew Observer have been 
recently amalgamated. 

Triumph op Civil and Religious 
LiBEBTT.--Munich, Jan. 17.— The Second 
Chamber did yesterday continue the debate 
on the draft for the law of ejection. In the 
debate continued this day, Article 9 caused 
an argument, which lasted through the whole 
sitting. This article requires, among others, 
' That the deputy is to acknowledge lumself 
as belonging to a Christian religion, and one 
of the church associations constitutionally 
recognised.* This restriction would with- 
draw from the Jews especially, the right of 
being elected to a seat in the Chambers, 
Trhich was granted to them in 1848. A 
highly interesting debate ensued, which ended 
in the rejection of the above-named restric- 
tion of the law of election, by a very large 
majority. The Jews may, therefore, hence- 
forth enjoy, besides the active, also the pas- 
sive right of election. 

POETUOAL. — There are about 2,500 Jews 
in the kmgdom of Portugal. The old de- 
cree, banishing the Jews from that realm, 
has not been revoked; still they are not 
molested, and their temples are tolerated in 
in Lisbon. Some of the Jews there are 
tinder the protection of English diplomatic 
officials, who have allotted to them a part 
of the Protestant burial-grounds to use for 
their interments. — Teshurun, 

Refobm in Turkey. — A letter from 
Damascus, 15th December, says: — * Since 
the promulgation in this city of the firmau 
for admitting before the tribunals the evi- 
dence of persons of all creeds, two cases have 
occurred which show in the clearest possible 
manner that the principle contained in the 
new law can easily be carried out. The 
first case related to Jews, and the second to 
Christians, and in both the Mussulman ac- 
cused was condemned. In the second case, 
a custom-officer had insulted and assaulted 
the superiors of the Lagocists. The Mus- 
sulman denied the charge, and the offence 
could not have been proved but for the evi- 
dence of Christians, who witnessed the affair. 
The examination into the matter took place 
in the presence of an interpreter attached to 
the French Consulate, and the Tribunal, 
after hearing the evidence, condemned the 
defendant to three months* imprisonment.' 

Denmark. — During the stay of the King 



at Altona, a deputation from the Jtwidi 
community was received at Court) and 
among the guests invited to the xoyal table, 
were the dhief rabbi and two ntonicipil 
Jewish councillors. It is said that the 1^ 
gave favourable promises with regard to the 
subject of the civil equality of Sie Jewi of 
the Duchy of Holstein. 

Prague. — This city givei ahaker le 
12,000 Jews, among them 80 phjiUanSi 
7 lawyers, 65 scholars of other pr< 
10 professors of music, 146 madianw% 
merchants, 356 retail merchant^ 61 
facturers. They have 9 large and 12 
synagogues, 126 l^ades, and 20 benerekat 
societies. — ItrtieHte, 

Ancona (State of thb Chdboh).-- 
The Hebrew congregation of thia city mun- 
bers three thousand souls, the tenth part «f 
the whole population. The inhuman kws 
of the holy lather are felt there meet severely. 
The whole Jewish population is compelled to 
live in a small quarter consisting of vKy 
narrow streets. Want of light, air, laa 
cleanliness is the natural conteqneoee. 
They are prohibited from burying thsir 
dead at daytime. It occurs not seldom that 
some one sprinkles some water upon a 
Jewish child, and then claims it for the 
Catholic Church. They suffer uider ^ 
most oppressive laws in every respect. 

We translate the following particulars from 
the ' Univers Israelite,* whidi were efidtad 
from the Jewish Russian prisoners, taken at 
Bomarsund, and sent to France :~- 

1. At the age of 18 or 20, they are takan 
into the military service, and they serve ftr 
25 years. Among the prisoners, those have 
seen the least service, who have only bun 
soldiers for the last seven years: two or 
three among them have completed ibeii 25 
years* service, but are retained on aoooont 
of the war. They have received two medals 
one of which was given to them at tibe 
expiration of 20 years' service, and theotlwr 
alter 25 years, because the war preventsd 
tneir liberation. 

2. They could only rise to the grade of 
corporal, excepting in the Caucanan mtt 
where they could become officers. 

3. The system of recruiting is not tiie 
same in all provinces. In those of P<^aiA 
properly so-called, they take ten in a thou- 
sand of the inhabitants, at the age of 18 to 
20, as we have before stated, fat in some 
provinces annesed for some time to Boaaa, 
they tear children from their parents at the 
age of 10 or 12 years, to send them to the 
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military settlements, where they are kept 
antil the age of 20, when the/ go into the 
regiments to serre for 25 years. 

That which appears a total coatradioiion 
to this system of yiolence and religious op- 
pression, which, according to the account of 
the prisoners, is more the deed of the sah- 
altems than of the Czar himself, — is the 
religious liberty and &cilitv of exercising 
their religious worship, which is afforded to 
the military in garrison, a facility which 
naturaUy ceases during the time of war and 
militaxy expeditions. 

In the garrison, they have permission to 
hare placM consecrated to their religions 
seryice. In the fort of Bomarsund, for 
example, they have in the tower a portion 
dedicated for this purpose, and at St Peters- 
hmgh the Czar himseJf has constructed two 
STiiagognes, Tisited some years since by Sir 
Moses Montefiore. Formerly, the Govern- 
ment paid the rabbi, but for some years it 
has not done so, and gives the militaiy the 
privilege of choosing from among themselves 
thor religious chief, who is exempted from 
acdve servioe, which took place at Bomar- 
sund with a person named Jacobson. Every 
Sabbath and holiday, they are allowed two 
hours to attend divine service, and they dis- 
pense with them as much as possible from 
forced labour, only requurmg tiiem to be 
present at the military instruction. A new 
proof of the protection which God grants to 
our holy religion under the most trying 
drcumstanoes ! And here is also manifested 
the phenomenon which the history of man- 
kmd reveals to the thinker and the moralist, 
and which is far from doing honour to the 
human heart, that the sentiment of religion, 
with aU the devotion and sacrifices with 
which it inspires man, is developed and fos- 
tered much more in adversity than in the 
CDJoyment which liberty and prosperity pro- 
cnres for it. Thus these poor men have 
preserved th« most sincere attachment to 
xeligious forms. They repeat their prayers 
dafly, and make use of their tephilin. As 
we have afaready said, they had at the isle of 
Aland, and have carried into captivity, with 
the permission of General Baraguay d'Hil- 
liers, since the reduction of the fort, all the 
thmgs necessary for religious worship ; and 
ax of them, with Hazan, have, during the 
seven years they have b^n in the mSitary 
service, deprived themselves of dl animal 
food, and have lived upon potatoes. like 
Daniel and his companions in captivity, these 
fiuthful Israelites have experienced the spe- 
eid protection of God. Their health is as 
food as that of their brethren in arms. — 
Jewiih Chromch, 



France.— -Two IsraeHtes have just been 
named Knights of the Legion of Honoar, — 
M. Cohen, editor of the journal Le Pat/s^ 
foji: his distinguished services in the press ; 
and M. Lambert, Under-Prefect of Tout 
(Meurthe), for his signal devotion evinced 
daring the time of the Cholera. 

We hear ftom Tlemcen (Algeria), October 
13 : — * The number of Israelites at Tlemcen 
amounts to 2500. This population, sepa- 
rated until the present time from French 
society, has made but little progress ; how- 
ever, it is very active, not in mercantile 
speculations, but in every laborious and use- 
ful occupation. <^ Notwitiistanding, there is 
also here, as everywhere else in this country, 
a number of persons who only employ them- 
selves in the study of the Talmud, and who 
receive monthly relief from the community. 
Thehr condition is wretched ; they are con- 
tented, if they only procure the bare necessi- 
ties of life. Nevertheless, one of these na- 
tive families, that of M. Darmon, hailed the 
arrival of the French with the greatest en- 
thusiasm, and has taken advantag^of the 
sojourn of the conqnerors, not to enter into 
commercial speculations, but to acquire an 
honourable position in society, and to ac- 
commodate itself to the moral benefits of 
civilization. 

* There are at Tlemcen seven svnagogues, 
in tolerably good condition. There have 
been native schools up to the present time. 
The community has taken a beantiful room 
for the French school ; a room which rivals 
those of the largest towns in France. The 
director of this school is a young professor 
of great talent, M. Emmanuel Vii.'-^ Jetoish 
Chronicle, 

Sydney, Australia.— We understand 
that letters from the Wardens of the Sydney 
Congregation have arrived in town, in which 
the officers, expressing their approbation of 
the selection made by the Committee, ac- 
cede to the terms of the Rev. B. H. Ascher. 
We further learn, that the rev. gentleman 
will set out for his place of destination soon 
after Passover. The best wishes of a nu- 
merous circle will accompany the first rabbi 
of Sydney, who, we feel satisfied, will prove 
equal to the onerous duties which this new 
sphere of most useful activity will impose 
upon him. — Ibid, 

In the suit of the celebrated Capt. Selim 
Khan, chief of a body of volunteers in the 
Crimea, are two person?, whom he calls his 
adjutants, the one is a Frenchman, and the 
other a Caraite Jew. The latter also ^a 
the offices of intendant and treasurer. — 
Ibid. 
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THE VINE OF NOAH. 

A HEBREW LEGEND. 

When the old patriarch, whom the flood had spared, 

Began round Ararat to till the plain, 
Heplanted on a sunward slope prepared, 

Tiie grape — the apple of his future bane. 

At evening, walking forth, surprised he saw 

An altar built beneath the leafy vine ; 
A sudden impulse bade him nearer draw. 

And hejbeheld a dark, portentous sign. 

A towering form stood by the mystic fire, 

Kobed as a priest in act to samfice ; 
And while he watched the breathing flame aspire, 

A gloomy gladness sparkled in his eyes. 

Then first a lamb that bleated at his side 
He slew, — next spilt a shaggy lion's blood ; 

A mountain ape, strange victim 1 also died. 
And last a brindled wild-boar of the wood. 

Their bodies on the altar-fire he throws. 

The streams of blood commingling seethed and hissed ; 
Up through the vine a deadly smoke arose 

And wrapped its branches and its leaves in mist. 

The patriarch watched the impious rite with dread. 
Like some wild bloody dream it tranced his eyes, 

Till turning round, the priest of Evil said, 
* Now learn why I have offered sacrifice. 

* I am the prince of all the world — and thee 
I thank, O Noah, that when forced to quit 

My realm awhile, thou, by my sacred tree, 
Hast given me speedy welcome back to it. 

' For well may I do honour to the vine, — 
Through it the earth, surrendered to my will, 

Once more I augur, and display the sign 
Of its effect, which time shall soon fulfil. 

' He who its generous juice shall taste, may be 

As gentle as a creature of the fold, — 
Let him drink on, and, like the lion, he 

'Shall wax defiant, fierce, and uncontrolled. 

' Still let him drink, the braggart soon will grow 
An empty, noisy chatterer like the ape, — 

At last, in all uncleanness grovelling low, 
The vilest of the brutes in human shape.* 

Still in the vine leaves hung the vapours gray, 
When priest, and fire,. and altar vanished all ; 

Nor dreamt the patriarch, on his homeward way. 
It was the shadow of his future fall. 

J. D. BuiiKS. 
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*'A1ID bo all ISRAEL SHALL BB SAVBD.*^ 



JEWISH CREED. 



Thb following are the thirteen articles of the Jewish Creed, as drawn 
up hy the celebrated Maimonides, (Moses bar Maimon,) in the twelfth 
century. Every Jew is bound to repeat it daily : — 

1. I believe with a perfect faith, that God (blessed be his name) is the 
Creator and Qovemor of all created beings ; and that he alone has made, 
does make, and ever will make, every production. 

2. I believe with a perfect faith, that the Creator (blessed be his name) 
is one God ; and that there is no unity whatever like unto him : and that 
he alone is our God, who was, is, and will be eternally. 

3. I believe with a perfect faith, that the Creator (blessed be his name) 
b not corporeal, nor is he subject to any of those changes that are incident 
to matter ; and that he has no similitude whatever. 

4. I believe with a perfect faith, that the Creator (blessed be his name) 
is both the first and the last of all things. 

5.^1 believe with a perfect faith, that to the Creator (blessed be his 
name) yea, to Him only, it is proper to address our prayers ; and that it 
is not proper to pray to any other being. 

6. I believe with a perfect faith, that all the words of the prophets are 
tme. 

7. I believe with a perfect faith, that the prophecy of Moses, our in- 
stmctor, (may his soul 'rest in peace,) was true ; and that he excelled all 
the sages that preceded him, or those who may succeed him. 

8. I believe with a perfect faith, that the Law which we now have in 
our possesion is the same law which was given to Moses, our instructor. 

9. I believe with a perfect faith, that this Law will never be changed ; 
that the Creator (blessed be his name) will never give us any other law. 

10. I believe with a perfect faith, that the Creator (blessed be his 
name) knoweth all the actions and thoughts of mankind — as it is said, 
' He fashioneth their hearts, and is fully acquainted with all their works.' 

11. I believe with a perfect faith, that the Creator (blessed be his 
name) rewards those who observe his commandments, and punishes those 
who transgress them. 

12. I belieYQ with a perfect faith, that the Messiah will come ; and 
although his coming bo delayed, I will still await his speedy appearance. 

13* I beHeve with a perfect faith, that there will be a resurrection of 
the dead, at the time when it shall please the Creator — ^blessed be his 
name for ever and ever. 

D 



88 THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 

JEWS IN GREAT BRITAIN. 



I. The number of Jews in Great Britain cannot be ascertained with any 
degree of certainty, they themselves having no statistical accounts on this 
head. It is generally calculated that thev amount, in round numbers, to 
about 30,000— some 25,000 in London and its suburbs, and the remainder in 
other parts of the United Kingdom. But from the registers of the various 
Synagogues for the last year, we should say the number is something under 
the above. The most complete and correct list is that of deaths, which 
amounted in the last twelve months to about 660. Calculating somewhat 
under the general bill of mortality, this would give us a population, at farthest, 
of no more than 25,000. Of these about 20,000 are in the metropolis, and 
the remaining 5,000 in the provinces. The number of foreign Jews has greatly 
increased for years past, although there has been now, of late, a continuous 
stream of emigration, especially from among the travelling Jews, principally 
to America and California. A goodly number have also, within the last few 
months, left our shores for Australia and her diggings, and a host of others 
are likely to follow in their train. 

n. Among such a number, there, is of course, a great diversity of 
conditions. Many are in daily want of the necessaries of life, and a still 
larger number scarcely able to obtain sufficient to support existence. This class 
is more numerous, in proportion, in London than the provinces. One reason 
is, as we have already mentioned, the great influx of foreigners. These come from 
all parts of Europe — but the m^ority being poor, without money or a word of 
English, or any definite avocation, immediately they arrive in the metropolis 
they mix with their brethren, and depend, in a great measure upon them, thus 
materially adding to the poverty of their community. Much destitution prevails 
amongst them— nevertheless, from aU we have been able to learn, we may 
venture to say that not a single instance of that extreme want and misery can 
be found within their community as is abundantly witnessed in some localities 
among their English neighbours, but more especially the Irish. This ia 
accounted for in part by their habits of industry, and in part by their national 
charities. 

On the other hand, many are wealthy, and some exceedingly so— yet per- 
haps, not to so great an extent as some of their Gentile neighbours. One 
reason for this is— and, doubtless, the principal — that their condition as a 
nation, has been through past ages so very unfavourable for them retaining 
their wealth— not being allowed to become landed proprietors — their descendants 
have not had the advantage of agumenting the family property; but their 
riches, as well as their homes, have been unfixed and insecure. All the rich 
fiunilies, with few exceptions, have attained their wealth and position either 
by theu' own industry or that of their parents, some of whom at the pre- 
sent day rank among the most opulent in the world. Thus, among the 
Jews, as with the Grentiles, there are extremes of wealth and poverty, especially 
in London. But between these extremes, and upon which the prosperity of 
their community principally depends, there is a middle class, comprising the 
leading intelligence and activity of the nation. Should we attempt to make a 
numerical comparison of the classes, perhaps we should not be far from the 
truth— assumiuff 25,000 to be the whole amount, in apportioning 5,000 to the 
upper class, 8,000 to the middle, and 12,000 to the lower. 

III. The Jews live in all parts of the United Kingdom. Havhig no particu- 
lar attachment to place, they settle down in those towns most favourable for 
business. Single families are not frequently met with, because their reli^ons 
ceremonies cannot be performed without a certain number beingr (ogether ; 
consequently, they generally congregate to the same town and neighbourhood. 
Wherever a sufficient number of families be together, so that ten male adults 
may regularly attend service, a Synagoffue may be there erected. There are 
now forty-one registered Synagogues throughout the Kingdom, with several 
others of less importance. 

The same reasons that lead the Jews to congregate in the same provincial towns, 
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induce them also to inhabit the same localities in the metropolis. The principal 
are Houndsditch, Aldgate, Whitechapel, Petticoat Lane, and their neighbour- 
hoods. If a line a mile long were attached to any building about the centre of 
this vicinity— say the establishment of ' Moses and Son,' and with it a circle 
drawn, that circle would include from 12,000 to 15,000 Jews. But a great 
number, especially of the middle class, have removed to other localities ; and 
most of the wealthy, like their Gentile neighbours of the same rank, whilst 
having their houses of business in the city, have, of late years, their private 
residences in the west end of the town. The principal Jewish mansions in the 
United Kingdom, are, we believe, the seats of Baion Lionel de Rothschild, 
M.P., Sir Isaac Cfoldsmid, and Sir Moses Moutefiore.— ilfiU'tf British Jews, 
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The decree was signed March, 1492, that in four months, every Jew, native or 
sojourner, should quit the realms of Aragon, Castille, and Granada, never more 
to return, under penalty of death and confiscation of goods ; and the Justice 
of the inquisition was denounced against all who should harbour or conceal a 
Jew after that time. All property might be carried with them, but not in the 
substance of gold or silver, or the other articles usually forbidden to be re- 
moved from Spain. Bills of exchange might be taken instead of plate, jewels, 
or coin. But this indulgence sounds better than was realised by the event : 
for, as the time approacl^ed for their departure, the property to be sold 
exceeded the demand, the most wary purchasers reserving their offers to the 
last extremity of the helpless victims, who then were glad, it is said, to barter 
a house for an ass, or a vineyard for a few yards of linen cloth. Many of the 
Jews abstained from selling, hoping to the last moment that some favourable 
change would intervene to prevent the final catastrophe ; but they were 
deceived; for Torquemada the Inquisitor-general, (whose extended titles 
Zurita rehearses with pompous delight, and whom some Protestants have 
denominated the first-bom of hell) hearing that the wealthiest Jews had 
attempted to divert the purpose of the court by a bribe of 600,000 crowns, 
Thomas Torquemada, like Thomas Becket of old, rushed into the presence, 
and upbraided the sovereigns for their half-inclination to sell their Saviour to 
the Jews for pieces of silver. He issued an edict by his own authority, pro- 
hibiting all traffic with Jews for a term considerably within 'that of their 
banishment by the royal proclamation ; and thus multiplied incalculably tiie 
losses to which they were previously liable. But throughout the kingdom of 
Aragon (which included Valencia and Catalonia) where all Jews were vassals 
to the crown or to the ecclesiastical lordships, a general sequestration of their 
property was made, by conmiissioners empowered to liquidate speedily all 
dues and debts that should be claimed, as well as all rents and taxes for the 
current year, and to hand over the remainder to the claimants of the property 
thus diqiosed of. The synagogues were probably not accounted private 
property, and therefore their value could be rendered to no individuals, t.e., 
that no Jews were entitled to claim their produce. They were generally 
converted iato churches or convents ; as, for instance, that of Merida, into a 
church dedicated to Sta. Catalina, Virgin and Martyr. It is easy to perceive 
how open this sequestration lay to extensive peculation, yet it was probably 
more advantageous than private sales at random. 

As the term drew near, the ascendant party must have regarded the harassed 
Jew with such a burning intensity of assured victory, as the hawk feels while 
fluttering fixedly above his prey. The resource of baptism remained, subject, 
however, to the vigilance of the holy office, and many yielded to the powerful 
temptation ; but the end of July saw multitudes of noble-minded Israelites 
^nnako their homes, their fathers' graves, and all their old associations of 
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infancy and ancestry, to wander they know not whither, a dignified trinmph 
of passive courage ! Zurita reckons their number at 170,000 ; Cardoso at 
120,000 ; Miguel de Barrios and Mariana at 800,000 ; and it is said, that 
notwithstanding all theii* losses in the breaking up of their property, they 
carried off thirty million ducats. 

Abai'baners narration, in his preface to the Book of Kings, deserves atten- 
tion and smypathy : ' When the royal proclamation was announced, I was 
at court, and wearied myself to frenzy in imploring compassion. Thrice on 
my knees I besought the king, " Regard us, king ; use not thy subjects with 
80 much cruelty ; rather exact from us our gold and silver vessels, or abundant 
gifts, even all that every Jew possesses, if he may still abide in his country." 
I entreated likewise my friends the king's ofScers to allay his indignation against 
my people. I implored the councillors to advise the king, each in his turn, to recall 
tiie decree. But as the adder closes her ear with dust against the voice of the 
charmer, so the king hardened his heart against the prayers of his suppliants, 
and declared that he would not revoke his edict to gain &\1 the wealth of all the 
Jews. At his right hand was the queen, the Jews' enemy, urging him with 
an angry voice to pursue what he had so happily commenced. We exhausted 
all our power for the removal of the king's sentence, but there was no wisdom 
nor help remaining. Our nation, wherever the decree had been proclaimed or 
its fame had spread, bewailed their condition with a great wailing. Tossed in 
these fearM billows, they exhorted and confirmed the minds of each other. 
Whatever befaUs, let us surmount every calamity for the honour of our nation 
and our religion, by a brave endurance ; let us defend these from the hateM 
persecutors. If they leave us our life, we will live ; if they take it fi*om us, 
we will die ; but never let us violate our holy law, the fulniess of our affections, 
or the counsel of wisdom. rather (and may God turn it all to good) l^t us 
abandon our settlements, and seek for homes elsewhere. Thus excitea, there 
departed in one day 300,000 on foot and unarmed, collected from every province, 
the young, and the old, infants and women, all ready to go in any direction. 
Of that number was I ; and, with God for our leader, we set out.' 

Those of Castille took refuge in Portugal ; about 20,000 families, according 
to Conestaggio, where they were admitted on the payment of eight gold ducats 
for eacti person, children at the breast excepted, but with the stipulation of 
becoming slaves if found in the country after a stated day ; artificers in brass 
or ii'on were admitted at four ducats each, and invited to remain in Portugal. 
The frontiers were lined with tax-gatherers for the occasion, and the royal 
treasure must have become rapidly augmented. 

Those of the Northern provinces fled to Navarre, or took shipping for strange 
countries. The ports of Cadiz, Sta. Maria, Carthagena, Valencia, and Bar- 
celona, were thronged with suppliants for leave to embark at any price, for 
Morocco, Italy, or Greece, since death and confiscation were behind them. 
Their sufferings during these voyages, at the mercy of the vilest of mercenary 
ship-masters, are horrible to recount. After exacting large sums for the 
passage, some burned or wrecked their vessels while at sea, escaping themselves 
m their boats, and carrying off the goods of the Jews. Others starved their 
victims ; and when famine induced fever or the plague, put them ashore to 
perish. One ship's crew were about to murder their Jewish passengers for 
the sake of their property, or as they expressed it, to avenge the death of Jesus 
Christ; but a Christian merchant on board reminded them that Christ died to 
save men's lives, and therefore his death was a blessing to the world. So the 
Jews were only carried to a; barren coast, and left entirely naked on the beach; 
there they found a spring of fresh water; but in climbing the rocks by night 
to look for tokens of human habitations, several of them were seized and de- 
voured by lions. Five days they abode there, till the crew of a passing ship, 
perceiving naked people on the shore, brought them on board, provided shifts 
for the women, and tore up old sails to clothe the men ,- they gave them food, 
and conveyed them to a certain port ; where, when the inhabitants inqufred if 
he had slaves for sale, the ship-master nobly answered. No ! but delivered 
the poor Jews to their brethren in the city, on payment of reasonable expenses : 
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these gladly made them an additional present, * praying God for his safety, and 
that He would prolong his life to a happy old age.' 

Those who amved at Fez were so numerous that the inhabitants shut the 
gates against them, leaving the Jews exposed to the African July sun in the 
open plain, with no food but the small quantity of grass which at that season 
eonld be found ; and as they died, the survivors were too much enfeebled to 
bury their relatives. Some sold their children for bread ; but after a time, the 
king obtamed supplies of food, which he freely distributed, and restored the 
children without ransom. 

At Sallee, the crew of a large ship enticed the starving Jewish children on 
board, to the number of 150, with pieces of bread, and then saUed away. The 
mothers ran screaming along the beach, imploring compassion, but in vain ; 
their children were conveyed to a distant African port, and sold into slavery. 

Amid such distressing events, various anecdotes are given of personal 
sniTering and constancy, peculiarly Jewish. Some victims were discharged 
from a ship upon a desolate island, on the plea of pestilence. Of these some 
died of hunger ; others with more strength walked forward to search for a 
human habitation. One of the latter had a wife and two infants ; the wife 
died of fatigue, and himself fainted ; on recovering, he found his two babes 
already dead, bnt even in this extremity he cried aloud his firm resolve to live 
and die in the Mosaic religion ; then, gathering up sand and gi'avel, he heaped 
a pile above his dead, and hasted to rejoin his fellow-sufferers who had mean- 
while gained some distance before him ; ' for at the brink of death every one 
cares for himself, and not for another.' One mother was known to snatch up 
a large stone as her infant son lay in the agony of death, and strike him on the 
head till he died, herself expiring almost immediately from the exertion she 
had used. And it is boasted that during the famine in the fields before Fez, 
the Jews refrained from even seeking grass or roots upon the Sabbath day. A 
breaking up of family connections must have taken place to a great extent. 
After some time, there settled in Barbary a company of two hundred widows, 
some of whom knew their husbands to be dead, but having no childi'en were 
bound to marry their husbands' brothers ; and as these could not be found, 
wjBfe precluded from marrying again. Others had missed their husbands, but 
eonld not be assured of their death, and were thus unable to marry. These all 
uniting their sympathies and little property, reached Sallee and dwelt all 
together, labouring dilligently with their hands, and setting apart all the earn- 
ings above their own moderate expenditm*e for the purposes of religion and 
education. 

Of the Jews who directed their course to Christian countries, nine caravels 
ftdl arrived at Naples, already infected with disease arising from the hardships 
and privations of the voyage. This pestilence was communicated to the city, 
and carried off 20,000 inhabitants. Others repaired to Genoa during a famine 
there ; the citizens allowed them to land, but met them with bread in one 
hand and a crucifix in the other, to intimate that baptism was to be the price 
of appeasing their hunger. Many, instead of disembarking at Genoa, pro- 
ceeded to Rome ; at which influx the Jews of the Ghetto were so much alarmed, 
that they offered the pope a bribe of a thousand ducats that he should prohibit 
the arrival of these strangers. Alexander was justly indignant at such a 
proposal, not only inhuman, but especially contrary to the usual fraternal 
spirit of Jews, and threatened to eject them to make room for the nnfortunate 
exiles : to avert which disaster the Roman Jews received their brethren, and 
presented the pontiff with two thousand ducats. 

Such was the general banishment from Spain, after more than 1400 years 
residence, and a larger average share of prosperity than any other section of 
their nation had met with, since the fall of the temple. — Finn's Sephardim, 



42 THE FBIENP OF ISRAEL. 

JERUSALEM. 

DISCOVERY OF AN EXTENSIVE SUBTERRANEAN EXCAVATION. 

We have been favoured by a Mend with the annexed communication, which 
has been received from Jerusalem, and which will doubtless be perused by our 
readers with deep interest. The discovery of the remarkable excavation, to 
which reference is invited, is another of those striking incidents which seem 
now gathering around the land of IsraeL It is not easy at the present time to 
determine at what period, or for what purpose this excavation was made. 
Does it owe its origin to the building of Solomon's temple, to which the writer 
alludes, or to the subsequent edifice erected by Herod? Perhaps some of 
our readers can throw some light upon it. There inay bo some refer- 
ence to it in Joseph. Antiq,, book xv., c. xi., sec. 7, wherein the historian 
writes, with regard to Herod's temple : ' There was also an occult passage built 
for the king : — it led from Antonia to the inner temple at its eastern gate, over 
which also he erected for himself a tower, that he might have the opportunity 
of a subterraneous ascent to the temple, in order to guard against any sedition 
which might be made bv the people against their kings.' He also states in 
connexion with the building of this temple, that in order to encom*age the 
people, the king ' got ready a thousand waggons, that were to bring stones for 
the building,' (Sec. 2.) From this we might infer that the stones were 
brought from a distance, did not the immense size of some of them (' their 
length was twenty-five cubits, their height was eight, and their breadth about 
twelve') render such a proceeding veiy improbable. 

The communication runs thus : — 

' Some three or four winters ago, a portion of the northern wall of the city, 
about two hundred yards east of the Damascus gate, gave way, after a heavy 
fall of rain and snow, when the ponderous masses of the falling wall, together 
with the violence with which they came down, broke through the roof of what 
then appeared to be a natural cave. The wall was repaired soon after by order 
of the pasha, and the broken strata closed up with 'masonry, without exciting 
much curiosity. Humours, however, got afloat, through the workmen, that 
the place closed up was of no ordinary character ; but no attempt to gain an 
entrance into it was made until of late, when a few individuals succe^ed in 
obtaining their object. Soon after, I, in company with some friends, having 
provided ourselves with the necessary implements, as candles, lanterns, 
matches, &c., effected an entrance into the same place. 

' This remarkable place, which is evidently nothing else than a vast under- 
gi*ound quarry, larce enough, even as far as it has been explored, to have fiir- 
nished the materials for the building of the temple, and the walls of Jerusalem, 
extends southeast of Mount Moriah, in the direction of the Mosque of Omar. 

*• Being nothing more nor less than a quarry, one might have been led to 
expect it to be but simple in its form, and somewhat limited in its extent ; 
neither of which, however, is the case. The windings and the sections of this 
amazing excavation are so intricate and complex, that we frequently found 
ourselves returning to those spots from which we had successively started, 
without either knowing or recognising them again, in spite of the landmarks 
which we had set up for ourselves as we went along. Here we had to climb 
over a mountainous heap of chips of stone ; there over piles of unwrought 
blocks of rocks, heaped one upon the other in wild confusion ; now crossing 
a lofty haU-looking place, of a size sufficient to accommodate thousands of 
workmen ; and then passing through a number of smaller ones leading into 
one another, of various dimensions, and of different elevations ; when all of a 
sudden we had to retrace our steps from the frightful gapings in the roof over 
om* heads, and anon were stopped, to our great disappointment, by mounds of 
earth, which evidently had come through the broken strata from above. 

' The roof of this enormous excavation, which took us above three hours 
in perambulating, is supported at intervals of about twenty, thirty, or forty 
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yards, by square massive towcr-liko bastions, or pillars of various heights and 
dimensions, formed out of the native rock, or rather left there standing by the 
surrounding parts being cut away. As some of those supporters are decaying 
at the basement, the roof may at no distant day give way at that part, and 
become the tomb of the houses and the people above. And although the facings 
of those portions of the cut-away rock which lie exposed to the action of water, 
were coated over with a thick incrustation of stalactites, which showed the 
i-emoteness of the age of the excavation, yet the marks of the chisel on the dry 
portion of the rock looked as new and fresh as if the workmen had only just 
retired. Nowhere is the work of men and that of nature more strikingly con- 
trasted than here. For while in one you could trace the deep furrows, with 
the grave and solemn appearance of old age, in the other the reverse was the 
case ; all looked as of yesterday, notwithstanding the conviction that the sound 
of the workman's hanamer had not been heard here thousands of years, during 
which the very structures, which ambitious vanity had reared to fame, or reli- 
gious zeal to the honour and glory of God, of the materials that had been 
quarried out of this place, had all alike perished, and nothing is left behind for 
the bewildered visitor to contemplate of the works of the projectors and their 
projects, than a wide intricate vacuum, the habitation of the greedy jackall and 
the drowsy bat. 

* After remaining at the said spot for a little while, admiring the delicate 
texture of the stalactites, which were so beautiful that it was almost sacrile- 
gious to touch them, wo proceeded onwards, encountering in our way only such 
objects as tended to heighten our curiosity, and to excite inquiry, such as : 
Why and wherefore were deep niches cut here, and a flight of steps there ? or 
to what class do those animals belong, over whose burrows we were stumbling? 
or how and when had the human skeletons, that lie on yonder ledge of rock, 
been brought hither? 

'All these gave way to an object of much greater interest, almost affecting. 
"Within a retired solitary place, hidden from the gaze, stood a grey-looking 
circular basin of about three feet in diameter, scooped out with great regularity 
in the solid rock, receiving in its bosom the water that was filtering through 
the sides and the ceiling above. Close to it, lie scattered broken pieces of 
pottery, remains of vessels used for drinking, and to which, being perpetually 
washed by the gentle stream of the overflowing basin, is communicated a new- 
ness and a freshness, so that they appeared as if they had just dropped out of 
the hands of the hurried workmen when coming hither to quench then* thirst, 
and who had only left to furnish themselves with new and entire ones where- 
with to draw from the little crystal fountain which nature seems to have pro- 
vided near at hand for their convenience. Their lives, alas ! like the water 
spflt on the ground, can no longer be gathered again. 

' A melancholy grandeur pervaded eveiy part of this vast excavation ; the 
armoury or storehouse, if I may call it, perhaps of Israel's own perseverance 
and industry ! How thorough and complete must have been the overthrow of 
that people, and how frequent must have been the change of masters (to which 
the city of Jerusalem has been subjected since the expulsion of its rightful 

Cessors), to make such an amazing place so entirely forgotten as to be laid 
by mere accident I Who can teU how many objects of sacred interest and 
importance this vast and wonderftd excavation (which extends in the direction 
of the site of the temple) may be the depository of? I shall not speculate on 
probabilities, nor would I attach a nobler origin, or a higher design to the 
excavation, than what it obviously bears on its very brow, which some of our 
friends here are inclined to do. Yet it is intensely interesting, being probably 
the very rock whence the sanctuaiy was hewn, or the hole of the pit whence it 
was dug I If this be the case, which is more than likely, it will be suflScient to 
rescue this remarkable excavation from its slumbering obscurity, and secure to 
it a name and position amongst the most honourable places of the earth.'— 
Jewi^ Intelligence, 
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FOREIGN. 



ALEXANDRIA. 
Gladlt indeed (aaya the ReT. R. G. Brown, 
in a recent communication,) would I hold 
oonununion through your pages with many 
dear children of God, whose company has oft 
refreshed me, and with many more whom I 
shall never know tin I meet them before the 
throne of the Lamb. I would I could give 
them errands to the throne of grace, so that 
by entering, like Esther, into the King's 
presence, on behalf of Israel perishing, they 
may have a nearer view of his counte- 
nance, touch his golden sceptre, and receive 
new assurance of his love. Gladly would I 
sav to each believer: 'Hitherto have we 
asked nothing for Alexandria, nothing com- 
pared with the greatness of his power, and 
the fiuthfulness of his promises. Let us ask 
and receive that our joy may bo full ; and 
still more joyfully would I write of answered 
prayer : " Extol the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his name together.*' * 

My writing to yon suggests new self- 
exaounation: What am I? What am I 
doing ? Alas ! I am a feeble light amidst 
deepest darkness, flickering under every 
breath of temptsition, dim for want of the 
holy oil of God's Spirit, which I beg you to 
ask for me, and often shut up, as it were, in 
a dark lantern of out ward hindrances. What 
am I doing ? Most of my time is spent in 
acquiring a language whose sounds, caught 
with difficulty by £he ear, a hundred times 
elude the grasp of memory ; but I begin to 
have some feelmg of victory. I give a daily 
Bible lenon, and an English lesson, to a 
crowd of boys, whose bright fiMes you would 
not soon finget — ^nearly aU Jews; and I have 
frequent oonversations, as yei without fruit. 



Ton know that we have been obfiged,by 
the winter rains, to remove the school to tm 
building formerly used as the English dmrdk 
The change has been followed by a Rrsal 
advance in numbers^ age, and re^MOtoftttt^. 
Is it a small matter of thankf^ilness and hope^ 
that notwithstandmg many disadvantages, 
experiment has fully proved that a vei^ 
large and matt pow^fidfy mjbtattial institu« 
tioQ can be formed here, and that my beloved 
colleague, Dr Philip, is singularly qualified 
for conducUng it ? We want Christian men 
to labour under UTm, and means for th^ 
support The Lord give us both for the 
glory of his name ! 

What we saw and heard yesterday was 
surely enough to make us pray for new 
energy and faithfulness. Opposite the door 
of our school, within a spacious garden, is a 
lofty white domed pile. The Pope had met 
in solemn coundl at Rome, and dedarsd 
that he was led of the Holy Spirit to pro- 
claim that the * mother of God,' and * queen 
of heaven,' was bom without sin. The 
second of this month was fixed for celebca- 
tiog the joyful fiict that the church bad 
attained to certainty. The blasphemoos Ue 
was chanted by choirs of monks, pealed forth 
by the organ, tolled by bells, thundered by 
cannon; in large, huge letters, over the great 
door, it was blazoned in the sight of the 
iosulted heavens. 

Mater decora conoepta UAepwreu 

how long-suffering and slow to wrath 
must our God be ! Then at night, Jews and 
Mahommedans were still further instmotid 
by a grand illumination. Rows of painted 
paper lanterns, tar-barrels, bla&ng before the 
church door, and vases of burning pitch over 
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ite, reminding one of those lights in 
1*8 picture, Pandemoniam, mocking 
Je moonlight hy their red glare, and 
ng the pure heavens with fonl smoke, 
oekets which climbed the sky seemed 
lifjr Rome's bold blasphemies aimed at 



Grod, dazzling the eye of the multitude, and 
leaving them in the bhidEueas of darknesa 
for ever. 

How long, Lord, how long, shall Israel be 
taught that thia—all this idolatry— is the 
religion of the Lord Jesos ? 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



BRITISH SOCIETY. 

LHOU8E.— Mr B. H , who had 

nsiting me for more than a year, has 
taken the serious step of studying the 
(this is certainly the first and surest 
» Christ). When ho bought a French 
his father declared that he should not 
ae any more. I accordingly received 
r firom him, informing me of this sad 
ition ; but, soon after this interdiction, 
g that his father himself visited me, 
IS much grieved, and afler some 
ting, again obtdned permission to 
to me, provided we did not discuss 
1, and the Bible he was not to read. 
OTi* asked he, filialy, in the presence 
lebtives and friends, * is the Bible a 
Ian or a Jewish book?' The hthet 
«d: 'The Torah (Pentateuch) has 
iita to us by Moses.* 'But Moses 
Jew, fether?*^ * Certainly T * Then 
ort thou not permit me to read the 
' . ' The five books of Moses yon mav 
Were the prophets Christians?* 
Ihey were all religious and holy men.* 
may I not read their lives ?' ' No, 
ain ; I must not allow you to study 
je.' * Well, father, if you forbid me 
1 the Bible, I must think your religion 
Of, and that of Mr Ginsbnrg right !' 
HMT read the Old Testament,* at last 
ded the bigoted father, afler some 
ci of his wife and relatives ; ' but I 

r reading the New Testament.' 
simple and open-hearted young 
■a made his parents yield to his as- 
readution of searching the Word of 
id of viuting me. I have been told 
e reads his Bible with real delight, 
editates upon it. He also frequents 
m than before. I have heard from 
1 quarters that he defends Christ 
mm energy and sincerity when his 
I attack hhn, that ' they are fearful 
ir only son !* One morning ho nnex- 

ly met his brother>in-law, Mr B , 

house ; after speaking of the difficulties 

lefTeraUy met with, I asked them to 

down with me and pray, through 

wbo is alone able to oyercome ^11 

They both felt dejected after prayer ; 

ben I asked for the cause, Mr B 

«4» ihftt he should be happy if he 

§bA himself what he is,— a sinner. 

li to be expected when a Jew will 



humble himself to kneel*— and muoh more, 
to pray through Jesus. 

God's Spurit is, I think, stirring deeply 

with Mr B , and he seems now anxious 

to make a public confession of Christ, fh>m 
which he has been hitherto withheld by the 
fear of man ; but last Monday erening he 
surprised me by a visit. liooking much 
oppressed, I asked, * What is the matter,— 
is there anything new?* *0h, yea I' he 
replied, wiui a deep sigh, *a// is newf 
And after a short and mournful pause, he 
continued : ' Last night, when I left you, 
I was greatly afficted. I felt as if the 
burden of my sins was more than I oould 
bear — that a Saviour I mutt have. My 
mind has been long convinced that Christ 
is the Mes^ah, but I never believed it vrith 
my heart. And now I feel a guilty wretch, 
and my need of a Redeemer ; and, according 
to the Scripture?, He is the crucified. I 
informed my dear wife of God's goodness 
to me, in revealing to me my own position, 
and in bringing me to the knowledge of 
Christ, and begged of her to join me with 
my little ones in confessing Him publicly. 
She looked perplexed, and did not answer. 
I asked her to pray with me for mercy. 
We prayed to Jesus, and my wife was silent 
and disturbed the whole evening. Eariy 
this morning she said, " I believe you were 
r^ht What is the use of going on as we 
did, doubting and hesitating? If the Bible 
be true, Christ must indeed be the Messiah. 
But my faith is not so great as yours — to 
deny my dear parents.*" He now irished 
to be introduced into the Ohurdi of Christ 
through baptism, but proposed that he should 
first go to inform his fatiier«>in-law and the 
rabbin, which I dissuaded him from. He 
went, nevertheless, and left the latter greatly 
encouraged in his new fidUi and hope. His 
humble voice, sincere manner, and aflSioted 
appearance, formed such a contrast to his 
usually firee and che^rfhl demeanour, as 
proved to me that all was indeed new 
with him, and that the Spirit of grace and 
supplication has been poured out upon him. 
May the Lord please to continue n!s holy 
work of grace in this son of Abralmm ! 
He is receiving now catechetical lessons of 
me, to be prepued for baptism. 

You will be gladly surprised, that not 
only is Mrs B— as retohite m filhwing 
Chrki as her husband himsilC| VolX \3&»i^i9Dd^ 
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has Jeartessly tried to convince her aged 
mother of. the truth as it is ia Jesns. The 

above Mr B. H , her only brother, has, 

after a long and serious discussion, seeing 
the truthfulness of his sister's arguments, 
and the earnestness of her new creed, ex- 
claimed : ' Sister, sister ! you have come to 
the right point. I have come to it long 
ago, but was afraid of mentioning it/ But 
tUs Is quite unknown to his father. He 
is very anxious to be received into the 
Church of Christ at once with them. Yet 
it is to me a matter of great consideration. 

Soon after my arrival here, a bible class 
of three ladies was formed, for the purpose of 
becoming acquainted with the promises of 
God towards his ancient people, and to pray 
for them. Now, thank God, this meeting 
conomenced this year with eighteen members, 
and I trust it will continually increase. It 
takes place in my abode, the first Wednesday 
afternoon of every month. Hitherto, I re- 
gret to say, I found no sympathy for the 
Jews here, but I trust these meetings will 
awaken it. 



MISSION IN DAMASCUS. 

COMMUNION SABBATH. 

The following are extracts from letters ad- 
dressed by the . Kev. G. Lansing and Miss 
Dales, respectively, to friends in Amercia, 
towards the dose of last year: — 

Last Sabbath was the happiest one which I 
have spent in Damascus. It was our com- 
monioQ Sabbath in Arabic. In the regular 
order which we have made, it fell to my lot 
to administer the ordinance. Several weeks 
previous to its administration, notice was 
given in the church, and five persons applied 
for admission. They were a weaver, who 
has been a regular hearer at owe preaching 
for about two years, the first teaoher of the 
boys' school, my servant, and the two girls, 
who have now been in our family nearly 
three years. We met with them all twice 
a week, in order to examine them as to their 
Christian knowledge and experience, and to 
instruct them in the nature of the ordinance ; 
and as the result of this examination we did 
not feel that we could refuse any of them 
their wish, and so they were all admitted. 
On Sabbath we sat down at the table of the 
Lord with thirteen of the natives of this city, 
and it was truly a joyful sight to see so 
many who have been brought, as we trust, 
to receive the Lord in truth, unite together 
in this holy observance. The mmiber whom 
wo have now received is fifteen ; eight at our 
first celebration of the ordinance, two at the 
third, and these five at the fourth. All of 
them have thus far been steadfast in their 
profession, with the exception of one who, 
under circumstances of peculiar trial, 
wavered for a time, and absented himself 
frona Wvices (though without going back to 



his former connexions), but ho returned 
again, humbly confessing his sin, and re- 
questing to be returned to his former state 
and privileges. 

The profession of Miriam and Werdy is 
to us, as no doubt it will be to you, mattef 
of peculiar joy. For nearly three years they 
have been the objects of our constant care, 
instruction, and prayers. In having brought 
them, as we trust we have been instrumental 
in doing, to the saving knowledge of the 
truth, we feel that we have not built on 
another's foundation, nor reaped what ano- 
ther has sown, and therefore our joy is no 
ordinary one. When they came to us they 
were most ignorant, ana their minds and 
habits most sadly perverted by a most 
wretched domestic training — but they have 
become intelligent, afiiectionate, and dutiful ; 
and when we. recollect what they were, and 
what most of the females of this dty still are, 
we can say with hearts overflowing with 
gratitude, ' Such were ye ; but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the 
Spkit of our God.' They have long (an4 
especially the younger one of them) given 
good evidence of piety ; and now, both of 
them promise, under Miss Dales' direction, 
and with the additional instruction which 
they will receive from her, to be very useful 
to thek degraded sisters in this dty. 

There are but three gurls boarding in the 
family at present, although the number will 
probably be increased before many months. 
You are quite familiar with the names of 
two of these gurls, Werdy and Miriam ; who 
have long been objects of interest to you, one 
of whom you have been supporting for the 
last two or three years. A great work has 
been done for them, and they are now the 
joy of our hearts, and ornaments to our mis- 
sion, They are fifteen and sixteen years of 
age ; and when they came into the family, 
some three years since, were in a most de- 
graded conation. For several months they 
were so pro&ne and vicious that our friends 
almost despaired of reforming them. But 
they laboured on. A gradual change was 
at length effected ; and something more than 
a year since, Werdy, the younger, became an 
anxious inqmrer after the way of salvation. 
Miriam, also, soon after ; and for some time 
both have given most satisfactory evidence of 
the work of grace in their hearts, and of their 
having become new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
It was my delightful privilege, the second 
Sabbath ader reaching here, to sit down at 
the communion table with these dear girls 
and the little band that have been gathered 
in from the darkness of heathenism through 
the labours of our brethren. 

. . . . Oar school numbers eighteen 
now, of whom fifteen are Jewesses — their 
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ages yarying from five to fburtcen years. 
They are a deeply interesting group, and 
already are my afifections largely drawn to 
them. I spend a portion of each day in the 
school-room, teaching them in English, with 
which they are very greatly delighted. We 
are also learning to sing the English and 
Arabic alphabets, which are new to them ; 
and they are often so mnch pleased that they 
smile their thanks, kiss my hands, and say, 
*^Zerrfa! ZerefaP — meaning, 'Beautiful! 
beaatiful 1' You may imagine it is a very 
great trial for me not to be able to under- 
stand them, as they so often gather around me 
and say so much ; still, we manage to converse 
some, as ofir girls understand a Utile English, 
and they communicate my wishes to the 
school girls. I am every day constantly con- 
structing sentences, too, though in an awk- 
ward manner ; and when I can make myself 
intelligible, I am, you may be assared, very 
greatly encouraged. Our school girls are 
mostly from wealthy and aristocratic Jewish 
families; and some of them wear most valu- 
able ornaments, while little attention is paid 
to th^r dress, or to habits of cleanliness. 
Some of them are beautiful girls, and all are 
making good proficiency. We are very 
greatly encouraged, though we rejoice with 
trembling, for the prejudice and bigotry of 
the rabbis is such that we are constantly 



fearing a prohibition may be issued, and the 
girls be removed from the school. Still, in 
God is our hope. The hearts of all are in 
his hands ; and it is our daily prayer that the 
wrath of man may be restrained, and we be 
prospered in our enterprise. 

An interesting incident connected with 
Werdy*8 connexion with the church deserves 
notice, as it shows her interest in the spiritual 
welfare of these children. A few days after 
the communion she very modestly requested 
Mr Lansing to permit her to ask the girls to 
come on Sabbath, that she might teach them 
from the Scriptures. He granted it ; and on 
the following Sabbath nearly all gathered 
around her, receiving her instructions for 
more than an hour. I shall not scon forget 
the expression of her countenance as she 
afterwards came up to my room, and taking 
her low seat on the floor, told me how happy 
she had been with them, and then in a most 
thoughtful manner said — *Miss Dales, I 
think we must all pray for the girls every 
day :' so early had she learned to associate 
effort with prayer, and so earnest was she in 
her work. Last Sabbath all the girls were 
present, with one exception. Werdy taught 
the larger girls, and Miriam the small ones ; 
and as Mr L. and I looked on, our hearts 
were filled with the tenderest emotions of 
gratitude and joy. 



CURRENT EVENTS AFFECTING THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 



HOLY LAND. 
Thb following sketch of the state of the 
Jews in the Holy Land was forwarded to Dr 
Philippsohn: — 'The Jewish population of 
Jerusalem consists of 5,500 souls, winch is 
divided into two principal congregations, the 
Sephardim and Ashkenazim. The former 
numbers 8,600 souls, 2,800 of which are on 
the poor list. They follow the Spanish rite, 
and derive their origin from the Turkish 
provinces of Ronmelia, Asia Minor, and 
Egypt, also from Persia and India, further, 
firom Tunis, Tripolis, Algiers, and Morocco. 
They are governed by a perfectly organized 
hierarchy of " Chacanim" (Sages), with the 
vChacham Bashaw Rabbenu Abulafy at their 
head, who has several assistants, the principal 
of whom is Rabbi Abraham, Ashkenazi. 

'The A^kenazim, about 1,800 in number, 
follow the German rite, and derive their 
origin from Europe. They are divided into 
Perushim and Chasidim. The former, coming 
firom Lithuania, has 950 individuals on the 
poor list, and its afiairs are administered by 
a Beth Din, at whose head stands the Chief 
Rabbi, Jesai Bordaki. The Chasidim, de- 
riTing their origin from Volkynia (Russia), 
Poland, and Gallicia, with 550 names on the 
powlist, has its own administration under 
Kabbi Kissim Back There is also a small 



congregation, consisting of 10 families of 
German origin, with 57 individuals on the 
poor list, who, however, stand under the 
Beth Din of the Perushim. 

' Sir Moses Montefiore generally transmits 
the funds collected for the poor of the Holy 
Land to the heads of the respective congre- 
gations, who distribute the money equally 
among the poor, sending the receipts signed 
by each recipient to that gentleman, who 
then collates them with the list of the poor 
!n his hand, and which list is modified ac- 
cording to the changes taking place among 
the poor. In other respects, the whole 
Jewish population of Jerusalem may be 
divided into Chacanim (Talmudical scholars), 
and trades people. Half of this population 
consists of Chacanim, who have no other 
occupation save study at the "Yeshiboth" 
(Talmudic academies),' — Jewish Chronicle. 

Prussia. — Our government has con- 
firmed the rights granted to the Jews in 
the principality of HohenzoUern. — Jewish 
Chronicle, 

TuRKBT. — The administrators of the 
Jewish community at Constantinople have 
decided on sending unleavened bread, meat, 
and wine to the French soldiers at the 
Crimea, for the feast of Passover. — Jewish 
Chronicle, 
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THE SYNAGOGUE. 

* dot even unto this day, when Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart : neyerthelesa, when It shall 

turn to the Lord, the yeil sliall be taken a.wa,y.'^St Paul. 

I SAW them in their synagogue, 
As iu their ancient day, . 
And never from my memory 
The scene will fade away ; 
For, dazzling on my vision, still 
The latticed galleries shine 
With IsraeVs loveliest daughters, 
In their Ijeauty half divine ! 

It is the holy Sabbath eve, — 

The solitary light 

Sheds, mingled with the hues of day, 

A lustre nothing bright ; 

On swarthy brow and piercing glance 

It fajls with saddening tinge, 

And dimly gilds the Pharisees' 

Phylacteries and fringe. 

The two-leaved doors slide slow apart 

Before the eastern screen. 

As rise the Hebrew harmonies. 

With chanted prayers between. 

And 'mid the tissued vails disclosed, 

Of many a gorgeous dye. 

Enveloped in their jewell'd scarfs, ^ 

The sacred records lie. 

Bobed in his sacerdotal vest, 
A silvery-headed man 
With voice of solemn cadence o'er 
The backward letters ran, 
And often yet methinks I see 
The glow and power that sate ' 
Upon his face, as forth he spread. 
The roll immaculate. 

And fervently that hour I pray'd 
That from the mighty scroll 
Its light, in burning characters, 
Might break on every soul, 
That on their harden'd hearts the veil 
Might be no longer dark. 
But be for ever rent in twain. 
Like that before the ai*k. 

For yet the tenfold film shall fall, 

Judah, from thy sight ; 

And every eye be purged to read 

Thy testimonies right, 

When thou, with sdl Messiah's signs 

In Christ distinctly seen, 

Shall by Jehovah's nameless name. 

Invoke the Nazarene. 

Rev. Wx. Carsweu., New YarK 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR THE 

CONVERSION OF ISRAEL. 



PRELIMINARY SERVICES. 



A Social Mebting 

Was held in the Religious Institution Rooms, Glasgow, on the even- 
ing of Friday, the 12th April, when the Rev. Ridlej H. Herschell 
of London, who has recently visited the East, gave to the friends of Jew- 
ish Missions present interesting information regarding the operations of 
this Society in Alexandria, and, also, relating to the general aspect of 
Palestine and the East in respect to missionary effort. 

W. P. Paton, Esq., occupied the chair. The Rev. A. G. Forbes con** 
ducted the devotion^ exercises. 

After tea, Mr Herschell stated, that he had had opportunities, on going 
to and returning from Palestine, of witnessing the operations of Dr 
Philip and Mr Brown, and observing the high esteem in which they were 
held. The management of the domestic affairs of a missionary, he stated, 
were of great importance, and the conduct of Dr Philip's house was such 
as to produce a happy effect. 

The position of a missionary in such a place was not well understood. 
Many professors of Christianity there do not show forth the power of the 
gospel. The Greek Church is degraded, occupying a moral position 
practically lower than the Romish. And when the missionary speaks to 
a Jew of Christianity, he has to show that it is something very different 
from what he sees either in nominal professors or in those churches. A 
missionary should command respect as a man — it was not only necessary 
that he be a good man ; some good men did not command respect. 

Of the school, he said — ^A missionary may work indirectly : making 
way through the children ; • feelings of interest are awakened towards the 
teacher ; parents are glad to see the man who seeks to benefit their chil- 
dren. There is a language which the confusion of Babel did not destroy 
— the language of human feelings — the laugh, the tear. So with the 
operation of love towards objects of mutual interest. Where the school 
is good, Jewish parents will willingly avail themselves of it, and through 
it entrance be gained to their hearts. This was very much the case with 
the school at Alexandria. He had examined the school, and had reasram 

IS 
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to be satisfied. Dr Philip had also a great advantage through his prac- 
tice as a medical man ; merchants and Greek Christians treated him with 
respect and honour. He had, also, in Mrs P. a good helpmate. 

Of the general prospects for the furtherance of the gospel in the £!ast, 
Mr H. said, that at Alexandria and Cairo the Jews were less prejudiced 
than he found them on his last visit, eleven years ago. Christianity was 
more respected. 

Good results might be expected to follow the establishment in Palestine 
of Hgricuitural schools and industrial farms ; hereby efficient temporal aid 
might be afforded to converts. All missionaries were convinced that tem- 
poral aid must, in many instances, be given. 

Ihe Rev. Dr David Brown stated, that efforts were being made to have 
a conference of the office-bearers of various Jewish missions, and mission- 
aries to the Jews, at London, in May next, when some questions of pecu- 
liar interest relating to the operations of Jewish missions might be con- 
sidered. 

In the course of the evening, appropriate portions of the Psalms were 
sung ; and after thanks had been tendered to Mr Herschell, for his kind- 
ness in attending the meeting, and communicating information so interest- 
ing to the friends of Israel, the Rev. Dr Brown pronounced the Benedic- 
tion. 

Sabbath Suryices. 

On Sabbath, the 15th April, in anticipation of the Annual Meeting 
df ihe Society, twenty 'three sermons were preached in various churches 
in Glasgow, by the following ministers: — viz., Revs. William Ru^tsell, 
Selkirk ; J. R. Kerr, Pittenweem ; I{. Baird, Cumbernauld ; M. Dickie, 
Cumnock ; William Orr, Fenwick ; J. L. Aikman, Edinburgh ; A. C. 
Thomas, do. ; Andw. Arthur, do. ; J. M. Jarvie, Greenock ; A. M'Aus- 
lane, Dunfermline; David Johnstone, Glasgow ^ and R* H. Herschell, 
London. 

In Edinburgh, on the same day, ten discourses were preached, by the 
Bevs. John Steedman, Stirling ; A. G* Forbes, Glasgow ; J. Bullock, 
do.; Thomas Henderson, Secretary to the Society; and Mr I. Salkinson, 
missionary to the Jew^s. 

The Tenth Annual Meeting 

Of the Society was held in the Merchants* Hall, Glasgow, on Monday 
evening, April 16, 1855. The Rev. Dr Robson presided. Prayer having 
b^en offered by the Rev. Dr Paterson, 

Dr RoBSON rosj5 and said—I have great pleasure in meeting with you on 
occasion of oar annual assembly in connection with the Scottish Society for 
the Conversion of Israel. It is not necessary for me to occupy your time with 
any introductory remarks, as there are several gentlemen who will address you, 
and b: Ing the clahns of the Society fully before your view. The object contem- 
plated by the Society is one in which every Christian must feel a very deep 
interest. It was an object dear to the apostolic mind—an object which 
preachers of the Cross felt to be encompassed with difficulty, but iu reference 
to which he who, by way of eminence, was called the apostle of the Gentiles, 
nevertheless said, * I have great heaviness and continual soitow of heart for 
my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.' Every Christian, in reflect-^ 
iftg On the history of this interesting people, must feel that, connected with the 
liions on tiieu* behalf^ there are claims whioh address themselves to the best 
1 holiest feelings of our nature. It is very pleasing to know that other 
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societies are labouring for tlie welfare of ttio desccudants of Abraham. The 
Society in whose behalf we have this evening assembled is constituted on a 
broad basis, and is supported by Christians of diflTerent denominations. Its 
missionaries are at wort in Germany, in Algiers, and in Alexandria. Their 
labours have been of an interesting character, and by God's blessing, have hot. 
been altogether without fruit. At the same time we ought ever to remember 
that in an enterprise like this we are not to look so much to results as the 
inherent claims which it has on our efforts, our liberality, and our prayers. 
Duty is ours— results are with God. Even although we had no results to show 
as the consequence of the operations of this Society, still we should feel wcil 
persuaded that our duty is to ^ go forward.* Thei*e is much to be done-tbei'e 
are interesting objects to be gained, and we ought to consider it an honour mad 
a privilege to be associated together for the attainment of these objects. 

The Secretary, Hev. T. Henderson, then read the Report, of wbivb 
we present a brief abstract : — 

Thf Agents of the Society continue to labour at all the stations occupied by tbem last 
year ( and it is the privilege of the Directors to record the faithful and ^ealoos labours of 
the Himonane»x and also the evidences of undiminished interest ia their work, manlfestMl 
by chorcbes and individuals in this couutry. 

AT nAMBCBO, 

Mr Elvin has had manj opportunities for presenting the Gospel to his brethrtn of the hosae 
of Israel, and while he does not report any case of decided conversion as the result, he is, 
nevertheless, encouraged by past experience, as well as from the Divine promises, .to hope 
that his labours are not in vain in the Lord. 

Wr Elvin repoits that Mr WindolfF, Colporteur, from March till December, when his la- 
bours were transferred to another society, sold sixty Hebrew and German Bibles and New 
TesUmentf, and distributed several hundreds of tracts. 

▲T ALGIERS, 

The Rev. Benjamin Weiss labours with his usual zeal, and has had Mr J. B. Campazzi, 
formerly a Roman Catholic Priest, associated with him for several months. Mr Campazti's 
thorouji^ adberance to evangelical doctrine, and earnest efforts to spread the knowledge of 
Chfist, have greatly encouraged his fellow>labourer. 

MISSIOVAEV TOimS* 

Eneonraged by the recorded experience of Mr Weiss in his tours last year, and having a 
desire to ascertain the fitness of Cunstatitiue for a mission station, the Direetors have au- 
tborieed him to visit that city. On his way thither, he halted at Phiiipville, where he met 
with aeveral German and French Protestants, and was fortunate In finding a man by wlioae 
agency he could introduce the Holy Scriptures into the surrounding regions, and also into 
the interior. There being no Jews at Phiiipville, he remained but one day. 

At Constantlne, Mr Weiss spent several weeks in Interesting labours among the Jews. 
This city contains thirty thousand inhabitants, of whom twenty thousand are Arabs, five 
thousand Jews, and five thousand Europeans. In the midst of this large population there 
it but one resident Protcatant minister. 

A Jew, who acted as interpreter to Mr Weiss at Constantine, and who had some previous 
knowledge of Christianity from a Hebrew New Testament and tracts given him by an En- 
glishman (probably a missionary) two years and a-half before, became an earnest inquirer. 

With a view to secure employment, along with opportunities for 

Chfistlaii Instruction, this inquirer, contrary to the advice of Mr Weiss, resolved ou removing 
to Algiers, and with his family, consisting of wife and five children, arrived there shortly 
after Mr Weiss* return. Here bis instruction, and that of Lis wife and two of the children, 
proceeded very satifefactorily. 

After several months spent in persevering, though unsuccessful attempts, to securk the 
neana of subsistence for himself and family at Algiers, he was necessitated to return with 
tliem to Constantine. 

Mr Weiss, while at Constantine, sold and distributed^ of Arabic and Spanish Bible#, 
10 (of whieb 6 add), 40 iiebrew Bibles, upwards of 100 hooka containing portbns of the 
S«r<ptaree, as Psalms, Pentateuch, and Arabic New Testament. About 40 Arabic New 
'f ettanientf disposed of to Mussulmans. Of the whole, comparaUvely f«yv '<««t^ ^%^ V*i6i^ 
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AT ALGKIR8, 

Mr Weiss has had to encounter many trials, especially through the masked opposition of 
Romish priests, but has been able to report, notwithstaiidiog, that — 

' The most of the visitors of the by-gooe year were of an interesting class, either per- 
Bonally, or because they were the fathers cr members of important and influential Jewish 
families.' 

The Meeting for preaching in German, mentioned in last annnal report as oommeneed, 
' has increased in numbers and interest.' 

Mr Weiss has been successful in circulating the Scriptures, as appears from the following 
statement : — Including distributed at Constantine and sent to Blidah, upwards of 250 Bibles 
in various languages (of which about 20 per cent, gratis), 670 volumes containing portions 
of the Holy Scriptures, such as New Testaments, Psalters, Prophecies, also in various lan- 
guages (of which about 25 per cent, gratis), have been put in circulation. Several thou- 
sands of tracts have been given, either to purchasers of the Scriptures, to inmates of the civil 
hospital, individuals met in the streets or visited at their homes, and to sailors on board of 
^ips. 

AT ALEXANDRIA, 

The Rev. Dr Philip and the Rev. R. G. Brown have, during the past year, harmoniously 
pursued their arduous labours with much energy and zeal. It is matter of regret that the 
former will, on account of his health, be under the necessity of returning for a season from 
the interesting scene of his present labours. 

The direct efforts of the missionaries at this station for the conversion of the Jews, have 
been chiefly by conversation. Opportunities for communicating the gospel thus, have been 
numerous, and seem to be on the increase. 

In the report of last year, reference was made to the labours of the brethren at Alexan- 
dria for 

THE CONVERSION OF THE GENTILES. 

. It is pleasing to notice that not only do they statedly preach in English and German, but 
also embrace, with eagerness, other opportunities that occur for the extension of the gospel. 

MISSION 80HOOL. 

It was stiated in last year*s annual report, that the Directors had, after mature considera- 
tion, authorised the missionaries to take steps for the establishment of a school under their 
superintendence. The expectations then expressed have been, to a large extent, realised ; 
various difficulties attending the commencement of this institution have been successfully 
overcome, one of these difficulties is thus presented — 

* Will you believe it, that nomiilal Christians object to send their children to our school, 
in the Jewish quarter, from the old absurd idea that the Israelites murder Gentile children 
in order to use their blood at the passover ?* 

The Directors have much pleasure in receiving the testimonies of parties, residents or visi- 
tors, interested in the Jiirtherance of the gospel, to tlie zeal, devotedness, and efficiency of 
the Society's missionaries at Alexandria. 

Id the course of a communication from a missionary, published in the Christian Inatrws- 
tor, an American periodical, the writer refers to Dr Philip and Mr Brown thus — 

' During our stay of three days, we received the attendance and kindness of the mission- 
aries, sent out from difierent churches in Scotland, and labouring with great diligence and 
considerable success among the multitudes that are ready to perish ou every side. Their 
company was truly refreshing to us, and we enjoyed it much."*' 

HOME OPERATIONS. 

The Directors, desirous for the extension of missionary operations, afler due inquiry, en- 
gaged Mr Isaao Salkinson, a Christian Hebrew, formeriy a student of the Jewish Mission 
College, London, as missionary to the Jews in Glasgow, and also to present the claims of 



• The following particulars, relating to missionary operations at Alexandria, came to hand too late for 
insertion in the Report : — 

: Tlie school was opened on 10th June, 1854. The attendance at first was 7 scholars; there are now 
upwards of 40 on the list 20 are the children of Jewish, 4 of Mahommedan, and the rest of Chiistian 
parents. During the year, 400 patients have received attendance and medicine gratis from Dr Philip ; 

•and of these, at least, 60 have been accessible for religious conversation. 

No fewer than 700 copies of the Old and New Testament have been sold, and about 150 distributed 
gratuitously. The greater part of those sold were disposed of by Mr Robertson, colporteur. About 
£26, as realised thus, has been forwarded, by Dr Philip, to the Agent of the British and Foreign Bible 

- Society at Maltik 
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tho Society to the churches. Mr Salkinson entered upon his labours in September last, and 
besides seeking the spiritual good of Jews to whom he has had access in this city, has effi- 
ciently discharged his duties, in pleading the cause of the mission. 

MiniEters of various denominations have, during the year, greatly aided the operations of 
the Society by their cordial advocacy of its claims, while others have warmly manifested their 
interest by receiving, with all readiness, the deputies of the Society. Tho Directors grate- 
fully acknowledge their kind services, which have greatly cheered them in their under- 
taking. In all, during the year, 189 services have been held in connection with the Sodetj, 
when sermons, lectures, and addresses have heen delivered. 

Unabated interest seems to mark the operations of the auxiliary associations. 

The Glasgow Female Auxiliary, besides contributing to the extent of £33 to the Society, 
has provided a lot of wearing apparel for poor Jews at Algiers, which has been placed at the 
disposal of Mr Weiss— and provides for the education of three children of a Jewish family 
resident iu Glasgow. 

TEUPORAL AID FUND. 

Several cases illustrative of the importance of this fund have, during the year, been re- 
corded by the missionaries, who have, in numerous instances, been placed in trying positions 
with respect to inquirers or converts, who, from their position as such, or from other causes, 
have been without employment, and without the means of subsistence. Bribing men to pro- 
fess a change of religion is thoroughly objectionable, while, at the same time, a disregard to 
their temporal necessities does not comport with earnest concern for their spiritual well- 
being. 

In numerous instances the Jewish inquurer or convert, so soon as he is known to hold 
(neodly communications with a missionary, has his means of living, formerly open to him 
among the Israelites, cut off, while he finds difficulty in obtaining employment among pro- 
fessors of Christianity, either from their suspicion or indifference ; especially in such cases, 
help b greatly needed. A few contributions have been made to this fund during the year, 
but little has been done compared with the importance of this department. 

The contributions to the Society are about £160 under the former year. This, while 
matter of regret, is not matter of wonder, when the heavy taxation, combined with commer- 
cial depression, which have existed, are considered ; and, when it is further considered, that 
last yoar three contributions handed to the treasuilhr amounted to £245, while during the 
present year no such liberal contributions have been received. 

The Directors have been reminded, by the removal by death of one of their number, the 
late Ml William Kerr, jun., of the charge — * Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might' 
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!To Cash in Bank and on Land £2G0 1 10 

Contributions for General Purposes £1198 14 8 

" Distribution of Scriptures, . . 2 10 

" Temporal Aid Fund, ... 740 

1208 8 8 

Cash received on account of Friend o/'/«rae/, 37 1 OJ 

Bank Interest, ] 14 2 

£1507 5 8.V 
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3y Mission at Hamburgh, £123 14 8 

Algiers, 303 8 2 

Alexandria, 504 4 G 

Glasgow, 62 9 4 

Secretary's Salary, £100 

Donation by vote of Directors, . 10 

170 

Secretary's Assistants, 33 16 5 

Travelling Expenses of Deputations, and Supply of Pulpits, . . 61 2 

*• *' Home Agents, 44 16 1 J 

Pofihige, Parcels, Kemittances, and Exchange, . . . . , \^ \^i ^ 
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.Stati(>uery, Books, Nevvvpapers, Fiiating Auaual Report, Billn, Adver- 
tisements, and Expenses of Meetings, X53 11 6^ 

Friend oflsradt indadiog Printing, Feldlngi and Posting to Minitters 

^ and Snbscribers, 85 18 4 

Office Furniture, 496 

Rent and Taxes, 29 G 7 

Coals, Gas, and other Charges, 5 10 

Contribution to Box for Algiers, 10 

Cash in Bank (less amount due Treasorer), 5 2 2 

jei507 5 8^ 

Glasgow, liih April, 1855.— Examined, and found oonect. 

JNO. LAMONT. 
THOS. FRAME. 

The Rey. G. C. Hurroyf of Paisley, in moving the adoption of the Report, 
8aid,*^Thoiigh presenting no striking featnrts, this Report is interesting and 
satisfactory. The labours of the Society have been fhlly sustained during the past 
year. The work, no doubt, continues difficult and slow. The natural hardness 
of the human heart, and the special prejudices of the Jewish race, are not to be 
lightly overcome. Still these pa^es afford evidence that the power of the cross 
is capable of dissolving such barriers. * Is not my word like as a fire, saith 
the Lord, and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces ?* It is pleasing 
to see that, in spite of Romish as well as Jewish antagonism, the agents of the 
Society have been successful in circulating, by sale and gift together, a large 
number of Bibles, Testaments, and religious tracts, in the places where they 
are truly needed. The operations among the young are full of promise. The 
Society^s home mission agency, a most important branch of effort, has been 
resumed ; and the Temporal Aid Fund, a fund of great utility when wisely 
applied, has already justified its origination. Owing to causes specified, the 
income this year is less than that of the year preceding. It is to be hoped 
that, in the kindness of Providence, the depressions referred to may bo soon 
cither alleviated or removed, and that, by extended interest in the cause of 
Israel, and increased liberality on the part of friends, the operations of the 
Society may not only go on without impediment, but with additional vigour. 
The Report concludes vrith. a i-eference to the motives which should prompt to 
evangelising labours among the Jews. On some of these permit me a little 
to speak. 

The ordinary motives to evangelisation ought largely to operate here. The 
Jews are sinful men, and need atoning righteousness. ' Both Jews and Gen- 
tiles are all under sin.* * Tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that 
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile.* * And as there is not 
another name under heaven, given among men, whereby we must be saved, 
but the name of Jesus,^ this motive is of it«elf enough to impel Christian enter- 
prise in the direction of Israel. True, there may be those who, ignorant of 
Jesus, but clinging to the promises of ancient writ, shall yet sit down ' with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of God.' And there may be 
some (God forbid that we should deny it) who, believing in Messiah of the 
prophets, and not beyond the sound of the gospel, have yet failed to identify 
him among the personages of history, and who continue to look vainly forward 
still, that shall enter the kingdom of God's Son. But if faith in Messiah, co-exist- 
ing with rejection of Jesus, is a possibility, it can be little more. Even were all 
Jews Israelites, though not Christians, we should still have every motive to labour 
and long for their conversion to Jesus. Much more when it is lamentably 
plain that but a fraction of the Jewish race profess to do justice either to the 
Jaw or the prophets. Moses is a name little more potent over multitudes than 
Jesus. That conformity to the nations in evil, which was their ein and curse 
la the period of their fathers, is so still. The unclean spirits of mammon, 
infidelity^ igDorance, superstition, bigotry, aa4 iormttoii, \Jft»X \nl%!i\, t\ve 
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world, possess also the scattered mnltitades of Israel. By the confession of 
Jewish writers themselyes, the race, from whatever causes, has sui^ into a 
deep abyss of moral degeneracy ; and it is plain, that wherever they come in 
contact with the cross, while yet untouched by its virtue, a deadly antagonism 
and demon bitterness is generated against Christ. Even in the darkest annals 
of ancient Judaism there were bright protesting spirits who stood in the 
breach, and sought to stem the apostacy of the land. For eighteen centuries 
all such — sad omen I— have disappeared, and in vain we look for the genius of 
reformation. Not only has the lamp burnt out in the sanctuary, the ShekinaJi 
departed, the ark perished, prophetic inspiration ceased— there is no com- 
manding patriot or priest to rouse, as of old, the national spirit. How is the 
gold become dim 1 Truly they need the gospel as much ajs any tribe of pagan 
unbelievers. We cannot say, in the words of the poet — 

* Eyen in their ashes lire their wonted fires.' 

Judaism, as a religion, is dead. The system of the Eabbis 13 but a theological 
carcase. There is no Messianic soul in that body which once contained the 
spiritual life of the world. It has been suicidally detached in that unnatural 
act by which the nation wrenched itself from Jesus. Nor shall that soul re- 
turn tiU the Great Prophet, as Elijah on the widow's child, shall stretch him- 
self on the inanimate frame, and quicken it again by the vital contact of his 
^Irit. 

But there are special reasons for evangelising Israel. We have sinned 
against the Jew. He has been an outcast, and we have held ourselves entitled 
to treat him as one. We have virtually said, looking on his progeny, ^Ye are 
the children of them that killed the prophets,' and have coiled up into our- 
selves, converting that most catholic of all systems, Christianity, into a caste. 
We see the wandering race with the Cain-brand on their foreheads, the self- 
chosen curse resting on them. We see the blood distilling from beneath the 
crown, of thorns, and remember who it was t^at cried, ^ His blood be on us 
and oiM^ children.' We remember it was Jews that sat in Sanhedrim and 
plotted that death — Jews that goaded the heathen magistrate to the judicial 
murder — Jews that cried, ^Not this man, but Barabbas' — Jews that swore 
away and betrayed the life of tlie Just One— Jews that howled around the 
cross. We remember the fell unanimity of the nation, rulers and ruled alike, 
rabbis and rabble, in this deed of horror. We call to mind that it was Jews 
who stoned the proto-martyr, and persecuted the apostles. We hear Ebal 
tbwidering its curses on the devoted camp ; and, forgetting the spirit we are 
of, and Hun who said, '• Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do,' 
we unconscionsly assume the attitude of Heaven's avengers, or indolently say, 
^ It is the will of God that they be scattered and peeled.' As with the sons of 
Ham, so it has fared with the sons of Abraham. We have virtually said, Are 
they not doomed ? and we point to their degradation in proof. AJi I that de-* 
gradation may prove, something more. The African is first trodden under the 
heel, and elaborately imbruted for the objects of lust, and then civilization, - 
turning round as from a worm, cries out, how abject I So Israel has been per^ 
secuted by the nations, amerced, spoiled, trampled, denied the rights of man, 
made the prey of despots, the Gibeonites of Christendom ; and after centuries 
of oppression have made them what we see. Gentile justice cries out, the repro- 
bates I Forbidden to inherit soil, they have been accused of hoarding gold ; 
forbiddj^ to fight freedom's battles by sea or land, they have been charged 
with lacking palaiotism. Shut out frt)m every place of profit, power, and 
confidence, they have been taunted with mean occupations. Often deprived 
of the;protection of law, they have been branded as knaves. Even we, in our 
tolerant Britain, to this day impose on them oaths they cannot take, and then 
arrwBL them as enemies of the Constitution. It would have been strange if 
the Hebrews, emerging from an Egyptian bondage of 400 years, should not, 
as a class, have proved what Moses found them, indurate and gross, stiff-necked 
and rebellious ; and would it not have been equally marvc^\io\]L& \i >iX!ka Taaa^ ^"i 
Jews now scattered over the modern world, baving 'aiid<bT^Qn& XXi"^ ^05m\3a.^ 

e2 



56 THE FBIEND OF ISRAEL. 

ordeal of eighteen centuries, should yet have come ont on the platform of recent 
toleration erected for them, bearing only the traces of unstained nobility and 
nnparalysed faith ? Their degradation — moral rather than intellectual — is in 
every view an argument for evangelistic effort. 

But sCll Jews are not thus. Pleasing exceptions offer. I do not refer to men 
of European fame, whose names are synonymes of wealth, men able to subsidise 
empires out of their private purse. I do not refer to masters of musical 
science, or chiefs of diplomacy, but to individuals of far humbler grade. Let us 
do justice to the bravery of spirit which endures the contempt of the world, 
struggles with poverty, rather than renounce a cherished creed— which makes 
many painful sacrifices in the cause of honest if mistaken sentiments. Let us 
do justice to the love of fatherland still beating in some lonely Jewish bosoms. 
I speak not of the rich, who fast and pray, build and endow synagogues, 
present to them elaborately-adorned scrolls of the law, in which they wiite the 
first and last words, keep the Sabbath with a rigid severity, carrying no bur- 
den, dipping no pen in ink', kindling no light, who sweep their houses clean of 
all leaven at Passover time, and scrupulously observe, in all the festivals, 
every jot and tittle of traditional rule.* It is easy for such to submit to the 
Sabbath of the Christian, and also to keep the Sabbath of Moses ; but it is 
different with the Jewish son or daughter of toil, who must live on the wages 
of five days, and honourably discharge the dues of the synagogue. Let us 
think of such modem Jew carrying out his religion, not as we on the day of 
rest, fenced by legal enactment, when business is suspended, the din of com- 
merce silenced, and even nature stilled into unison with the quiet of man, the 
tones of the Sabbath bell only filling the air with solemn melody ; but com- 
mencing and ending his Sabbath amid the Babel of a world^s noise, and the 
glitter of a world's snares — the open marts filled with traffickers, the resorts 
of amusement crowded with the giddy rout, and then say whether ho who, in 
the midst of all, holds on the even tenor of his way to the house of Grod, and ab- 
stains fi*om seeking pleasure or making gain, is not entitled to some respect 
and sympathy even from the Christian worshipper ? ^ 

We should think of the Jew as essentially an exile and an alien in any land, 
for Israel still dwells alone, and is not reckoned among the nations ; and, 
putting ourselves in his circumstances, ask whether we should excel or equal 
him in tenacity to our convictions of right ? Suppose that Britain, mistress 
of the world now, the depository of the sacred light, like Judah should let the 
crown fall from her head, become the prey of conquering hordes, her people 
dispersed, captive, and destroyed ; suppose that some new race should spring 
to the imperial seat of Britain, expel her Christian sons, defile her Christian 
temples, and establish in the room of Christianity the worship of a new pro- 
phet ; suppose that the descendants of the Saxons were reduced to a smsdl 
minority in the island of their fathers, and that the strange temples of the new 
faith, with equally strange sacred days, were substituted for the simple sanc- 
tuaries and quiet Sabbaths of their ancient creed ; suppose the picture of the 
essayist realised, and the stranger artist of the Pacific should sit on some 
broken arch to sketch the ruins of the proud metropolis of the sea, amid whose 
desolation a few thousands of the aboriginal Britons still dragged out a 
wretched subsistence, treated as a dangerous tribe, and barely tolerated by the 
laws — and then let us ask whether all who are stout Christians now, would, in 
circumstances like these, cleave, through scorn, oppression, and poverty, to 
their faith, or whether, if compelled to desist from labour on the national 
holidays, they would also observe their own day of rest, amid all the urgencies 
of business, and all the seductions of pleasure, or whether many thousands of 
professors would not, alas ! as but too many of the Jews throughout the globe 
have done, accommodate their practice to the convenience of the time and the 
pressure of the age ? 

And if we sympathise with the Jew as an exile, should we not sympathise 

♦ A Few Words to tho 3ew8. 
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with him as a disappointed and soul-sick expectant of One that shall never 
come ? Heading lately some publications of that smaU section of English Jews 
which may be called the orthodox and pious school, I was struck with the 
pervading despondency of their spirit. Belonging to the class who oppose the 
German or rationalising party, who would explain away, by a spiritualising 
interpretation, the clear prediction of a Messiah contained in the Old Testa- 
ment, there was yet the barest reference to that personage who to their fathers 
was the sum of national hope. In every trial then, it was the faith of a 
Messiah that sustained their souls. To that they clung, and never more than 
in their sorest adversity. But time has changed all that. The modem Israelite 
is not a hopeful man. He is on the rece^ng wave, and is half afraid of it, 
yet tries to think himself floating with the rising tide. The shore, instead of 
appearing nearer, only grows dimmer and dimmer to his straining vision. 
Shall we not pity the sick and hopeless Jew ? Shall we not strive to convince 
him that He for whom the fathers longed, and for whom he faintly looks, is 
already come — ' the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world.' 

But I am reminded by the Report, of a powerful motive to seek the con- 
version of Israel. ' Salvation is of the Jews.' Who was it that bled for man? 
According to the flesh, a Jew. Who are these prophets, on whose strains we 
pore? Jews. Who are these historians of the church, these penmen who 
have left the records of creation, the flood, and the most important annals of 
the ancient world ? Jews. Who are these apostolic letter-writers, and authors 
of the life of Christ ? Jews. What is that we were taught as babes to lisp, 
and which dying saints whisper with departing breath : * The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil?' A melody of the Jews. It has 
been said by the philosophic theologian Yinet, that each nation has a truth 
to keep and work out to the world. Whatever may be in this, it is true that 
salvation is the grand truth which has been committed to the Jews. That 
ancient church was the cistern in which the waters of life were collected, to be 
thence diffused over a world. It was by Jewish heralds that the glad tidings 
were sounded to the winds of heaven. It was in the Jewish synagogues of 
Gentile lands they sought a first footing, and from the towers of these Jewish 
fortresses they flrst uufnrled the flag of Christianity. ^ Salvation is of the 
Jews.' They have had much to do with the history of salvation in the past, 
and they have much to do in its future. The world's conversion depends on 
the Jews. They shall yet be restored to the church. I am far from clear 
that their civil nationality shall be restored in the form patriotic Jews desire, 
and many Christians think, though it is highly probable that Palestine shall 
yet become the home of many returned Israelites ; but there shall be a resto- 
ration of Israel to the church—^ fact as marked and visible as the erection of 
a Hebrew nationality. And this shall be a sign — a sign to the world that ig- 
norance itself cannot mistake, and unbelief may hardly resist. ' Then shall 
Gentiles come to the church's light, and kings to the brightness of her rising.' 

The honour of Christ urges us to evangelise the Jews. The stone rejected 
of the builders must yet be accepted even by them, and the triumph of Jesus 
shall be imperfect till that time. But that rejected stone shall yet be brought 
forth with shoutings ; and high in the shout of jubilee shall be heard the tones 
of Israel crying in unison with the nations of the saved, ' Grace, grace unto it!' 

The glory of the latter day shall not reach its meridian power without the 
conversion of the Jews. But what full-orbed splendour when the Redeemer's 
crown shall be jewelled with the precious stones of Zion ! What union in the 
church ! ' Ephraim shall not envy Judah, nor Judah vex Ephraim.' What 
confusion to the sceptic then — the church's mighty schism healed, and Jew and 
Gentile united in bonds of firm fraternity bowing to the same cross I 

What joy to the Messiah to be at length accepted of his owu I What joy in 
heaven to see the last rebel vanquished, the last citadel won 1 What ^orj \si 
the weary Jew to find himself at home, once more in tYi(i ianvWy o^\>\^ Ok»xOol\ 
and what Jc^- to the adopted sons to open the door and ateAt tYkfe ^To^\^^^ 

For tie prodigal aball yet return, no more to feed on Boxdxd linsYa^VJo.^^ 
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swine of the field, but, * coming to himself, will also arise and go to his Father.' 
liien there shaJl be songs such as never woke the echo. ^ ^d so all Israel^ 
who are of Israel, shall be saved !' 

' From the four winds the Jews, eased of their corse, 
Return, and dwell with God in Jacob's land. 
And diink of Sharon's and of Carmera vine. 



How fair the daughter of Jerusalem then— 

How gloriously from Zion hill she looks ! ' 

Clothed with the sun, and in her train the moon, 

And on her head a coronet of stars, 

And girdling round her waist with heavenly grace 

The £)w of Mercy bright, and in her hand 

Jmmaauers cross,, her sceptre and her hope V 

Rev. Mr Orb. — I beg to second the motion which has been proposed. I 
concur in all the arguments which have been adduced why we should prosecute 
this object. I am glad that we have among us Christians belonging to differ- 
ent denominations, associated together for one common object. When we 
think of this it repays us for the trouble to which we are put, by bringing 
union into our ranks, so that^ despite the peculiar principles which we h(dd 
as belonging to different denominations, we can associate, we can co-operate, 
for the conversion of Israel, and I think the Church and our own spiritual im- 
provement will be greatly promoted by our going hand in hand for the promo- 
tion of the conversion of the Israelitish nation. Justice is required at our 
hands. It has been hinted that we have got an immense amount of good from 
that family, and that great things were accomplished in that family. The 
prophets were Israelites, and so were the apostles. Has the gospel been 
jHreached in any nation in Europe ? — we owe it to the instrumentality of the 
Jews. It has been mooted in some of our most respectable circles, that we are 
doing wrong in promoting this object, in order to pay back the debt of grati*^ 
tude which we owe to that race. I am as sensible as any man of the amount 
of Jewish prejudice, but I am certain that as they are converted to Grod^ they 
will extol our efforts, and gratefully acknowledge that we have been but paying 
a debt of gratitude for the benefits we have received from them. It has been w^ 
hinted, that by the conversion of the Jewish family — as under God's grace w» 
hope they will be converted, and let us by all means seek their conversion— 'We 
would have able coadjutors in the great work of evangelising the world. Thero 
would be a great oriental influence set on foot, and we should have unrestricted 
commerce and happy intercourse one nation with another. Let us throw every 
jHToper influence into the scale, and let us seek — if we would wish to send the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ far hence among the Gentiles, and would have 
^ow-helpers in the great work— to get the Jews to our side. It has also 
been hinted that the Jews are gradually merging into infidels. Their modem 
history is of this character. We have much to fear from infidelity at home and 
abroad. The Jews have it, the Gentiles have it, Britain has it, Germany has 
it, Rome has it^— this hydra-headed monster rising up to crush, if possible, the 
thriving cause of our common Christianity. Let us by all means try to get the 
Jews rid of that; let us by all means seek their conv^sion to Chi'istianity; 
let us learn to unite for the common cause, and we shall yet triumph. 

Rev. D. Laughlak moved : — 

' That while praver, liberality, and effort for the promotion of Christian Missions generally 
ought to be cordially approved, the employment of the means for the furtherance of the great 
object of this Society, the Conversion of Israel, may be justly regarded as a special appro- 
priate acknowledgment of spiritual blessings enjoyed by GentUe believers.' 

I bdieve the times in which we live are more distinguished than any other 

period since the days of the apostles for missionary zeal and missionary enter- 

prise. SJnc0 the reformation, all true beHeyers— a^ holy men, fearers of God'& 
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name, and doers of God^s will — liave prayed, prayed frequently and fervently^ 
for the downfall of Heathenism, Paganism, Popery, MahommedauiBm, and 
Jndaism. This was right and dutiful, but here the duty does not terminate. 
Words must be embodied and exemplified in works. Sincere prayer must 
prompt to vigorous exertion. Prayer without effort is like creeping along the 
shore waiting and watching for the calming of the wuids and the waves, instead 
of nnfhrling the sails, launching the bark, breasting the billows, and rowing 
among the breakers. Prayer without effort is like making a strict examination 
of the Christian armoury, and a nice calculation of its fitness to fight the battles 
of the Lord, instead of buckling it on, and proving its power by occupying thp 
high places of the field, or by rushing amid the thickest rank of the enem^. 
While we pray we must work, and while we work we must pray. Prayer will 
not do without working, and working will not do without prayer. Believing 
prayer most impel to action, and action must be sustained by believing prayer. 

It is cheering to reflect, that the Christian world is being aroused from its 
former lethargy. Christians now see more clearly, and feel more deeply, their 
duty with regard to the cause of missions, which is the cause of God. They 
are not only inquiring the way to Zion for themselves, but they are anxious 
that others be directed and conducted thitherward. When we look abroad 
upon the heathen world and contemplate the varied forms of idolatry, snpersti- 
tion« and will- worship that prevail, we are constrained to present the prayer, 
' Lord, have respect unto thy covenant, for the dark places of the eai*th are 
full of the habitations of cruelty.^ And we must remember that we are good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ. We must go up and possess the land. We must 
plant on it the standard of the cross, and take possession of it in the name of 
Him who Is the King of kings and the Lord of lords. Or, looking at the dreary, 
barren, moral waste, we must remember that we are the worl^men of the Lord. 
We must cultivate the field. We must carry on the process of cultivation, till 
the wilderness and the solitary place be made glad, and the desert rejoice and 
blossom as the rose ; till instead of the thorn there come up the fir-tree, and 
instead of the brier there come up the myrtle tree. Hence, to take a calm and 
an aocnrate survey of the present condition of the world and of the church, is 
both needful and profitable for us as professing Christians. We see how things 
arOt this leads us to search the Word of God to ascertain how things ought to 
be, and how, throngh the influence and the operations of Christianity, things 
shiiU be. Instead of causing our spirits to droop, it should nerve our arms to 
work. Kor must we cease working till the mystery of godliness be completed 
— till Christ takes to himself his great power and reign->till He sit as king 
among the nations, and sway the sceptre of universal empire over a morally- 
i*egenerated, a spiritually-redeemed, an evangelised, a christianised world. 

But the future prospect, as well as the present condition of the world and 
the church, argue the necessity of missionary zeal and missionary effort. 
Glorions things are spoken of Zion. The watchmen on Zion's towers shall see 
eye to eye. The people of God shall become one united company. They shall 
exhibit one close, compact, imposing phalanx, and moving onward and forwai*d 
under the blood-stain^, bnt peaceful banner of the cross, scatter far and wide 
the good seed of the kingdom — the words of eternal life. The crescent of 
Mabommed shall wane. The man of sin shall be destroyed. The temples of 
heathenism shall be cast down. The idols shall be utterly abolished. Infidelity 
shall be silenced. The wandering victims of Judaism shall gather around the 
cross, and look upon Him whom they have pierced, and mourn. The Word of 
God shall take the place of the Shaster and Koran. The little stream which 
now makes glad the city of om* God shall widen and deepen, and roll on in one 
resistless current till, *like a sea of glory, it spreads from pole to pole.' 
Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands to God. The rude inmates of the snow- 
built huts of Greenland shall be taught to celebrate the praises of their great 
Creator. The fragrant bowers of Africa shall be temples dedicated to th^ 
service of the three-one God. ^The mountain of t\\e 1.ot^'& \io\si«a ^i^X^ 
established in the top of the mountains, and shall be ex&lte^ aXKSH^ ^^[v^V'd^ib^ 
MndidlBBtiattSBlutUaowinto it.' The Lord shall &etliiA\iaud«ii;s^^^^i^^^^ 
time to recovot the remmnt of his people wMclx &hill\)e\^ toroi Ks«t»»^ 
md Egypt, Modfhm PMthrot, and from Ciusk, and from Eltm^ ^dttwv w«»»»«i 
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and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. ^ All the ends of the earth 
shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds of the nations 
shall woi*ship before him.' 

I dare not say, that God could not make bare his holy arm, descend in the 
might of his Godhead, and by the fiat of his will effect this grand moral and 
spiritual transformation. But I do say, this is not God's ordinary method of 
procedure. He always works by means, and the mean to be employed in the 
conversion of the world is a preached gospel. This was the mean employed in 
the primitive age of the church. This is the mean employed in the present 
age. This will be the mean employed tDl the church's millennial glory be 
•ushered in. Then the church shall look forth fair as the moon, clear as the sun, 
and terrible as an army with banners. Then the jubilee of the world shall be 
sounded. Then the triumphant exclamation shall be heard, *• The kingdoms of 
^ur world have become the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ, and he shall 
reign for ever and ever.' And in this God-like enterprise Britain must act a 
principal part. She must be the chief instrument in the world's moral regenera- 
tion and spiritual elevation. She must occupy the high position of being the 
world's moral Pharos. And ye who are Britain's sons and Britain's daughters, 
must act a part worthy of Britain's moral and spiritual greatness. Ye must 
show forth the salvation of our God to all the ends of the earth. If ye are 
philanthropists, your prayer will be, ' God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
and cause his face to shine upon us, that thy way may be known in the earth, 
thy saving health among all nations.' 

In the cause of missions we can trust-^to the presence of God to sustain our 
efforts, and we can trust to the blessing of God to crown our efforts Avith com- 
plete success. We are labourers together with God. We fight in God's strength. 
We use God's weapons. We plead God's arguments. We shall have a rich 
reward. * For they that be wise shall shine as the firmament, and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.' Our success rests 
on Jehovah's purpo'se, Jehovah's power, Jehovah's promise, Jehovah's oath. 
Events are all working together for the introduction of that period when ' the 
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea.' 
Christ ^ shall see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied.' But he shall not 
rest satisfied till our sin-blighted world be found luxuriating in all the happiness 
of a heaven-bom, a heaven-descended, and a heaven-directed Christianity. 
And, blessed be God, our world is destined to become one large temple, and 
all its inhabitants one large congregation from which incense and a pure 
offering shall arise to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. 



* Then Christ shall have dominion 
0*er river, sea, and shore, 



Far as the eagle's pinion, 

Or dove*s light wing can soar.* 



But while missions generally have claims upon our prayers and our efforts, 
the Jewish mission, the mission for the conversion of Israel, has a special claim. 
We owe the Jews much. We owe them ourselves, that is, we owe them our 
religion and our religious privileges. They were the writers, the repositories, 
the conservators of the Old Testament. They were the writers of the New 
Testament. They were the first preachers of the gospel. They were the first 
missionaries to the Gentiles. To them pertained ' the adoption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the 
promises. Whose are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came, who is God over all, blessed for ever.' It is true that they have been 
cut off because of unbelief; but it is also true, that they arc still beloved for 
their father Abraham's sake. It is true that they have been scattered, and 
enslaved, and persecuted ; but perhaps it is also true that they will be gathered 
together again and nationalised, and that Jerusalem will be an 'eternal excell- 
ency,' and * a joy of many generations.' 

Their debtors we are. They brought the gospel to us when we had it not, 

and surely, it is our duty to send the gospel back to them now that they have 

Jt not Tbeir fall was our mercy, and surely our mercy should be their mercy. 

*No%r if the fall of them be the riches of the world, and. tV dVmYQA^m^ oil xXxjmssl 

the riches of the Gentiles, how much move their Mues*"^ ¥ot \l \;Jaa caax^va^ 

-an-Ax of them be the reconciling of the world, wha.t ahaXV the T:eee\v\w^ \5ii x\kfc\sw 
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be but life from the dead ? For if the first-fruits be holy, the lump is also 
holy, and if the root be holy so are the branches.' 

The Resolution was seconded by the Rev. A. Arthur. 

Mr I. Salkinson next addressed the meeting. He said — In my present posi- 
tion I suppose I am expected to address you on the following topics — Israel's 
prospects ; Scotland's disposition towards that people ; the agency employed 
generally in Jewish missions, and my own agency, in particular ; with an ap- 
peal to you. That I am appropriately led to touch on all these subjects may 
be teen from the circumstance that they all are associated with my ver}' name. 
My name is Isaac, spelled Isaac. Now^ I is Israel, S Scotland, A is agency, 
and A appeal ; and as for the C, we shall look out at the conclusion for some 
subject which begins with that letter. As my time is somewhat circumscribed, 
I shall confine myself to the handling of these various subjects, in the spirit 
indicated by the name with which they are identified. Isaac, be it remem- 
bered, is derived from a Hebrew word, which means to laugh for joy, to sport, 
to deride, &c. Let our treatment of these topics be in a joyous strain. First, 
then, let me speak of IsraeVs prospects. We read, when God intimated to 
Abraham for the first time that Sarah was to bear a son, that Abraham fell 
upon his face and laughed. The laughter of Abraham was not out of distrust 
or unbelief, but from joy. He regarded himself as unworthy of so great and 
80 miraculous a promise, and therefore said — * Shall this be done to me V 
Would only that Ishmael should live before thee ! ' God approved of Abraham's 
conduct, and therefore said, ' As for Ishmael I have heard thee ; but Sarah 
shall bear a son indeed, with whom and with whose seed I shall establish my 
everlasting covenant.' From the connection, we can easily perceive that 
Abraham's joy was not merely on account of Isaac ; but on account of Isaac 
and all his posterity in connection with the everlasting covenant ; and this joy, 
doubtless, is that to which our Saviour referred, when he said — * Abraham saw 
my day, and was glad.' Messiah and Israel are in Scripture identified in their 
name?, and are analogous in their respective histories. Messiah is thus ad- 
dressed, — ' Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I shall be glorified ;' and 
Israel is called by the name of Messiah in Habakkuk and in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. The history of Christ, gi-ievous and melancholy as it is on account 
of his sufferings, his rejection by men, and the shameful death he endured on 
the cursed tree, is yet a triumphant one, and all his sufferings served only to 
heighten his glorious and divine victory. So Israel's history, painful and 
lamentable as it is on account of their sufferings and calamities, must yet, 
according to promise, prove glorious in the end ; and their previous sufferings 
will only serve to magnify their final triumph. Now, Abraham saw the day 
of Isaac's posterity and their history, as well as the day of Christ and his 
history, and was glad. But, next, let me say a word about the disposition 
manifested by Scotland towards the Israelitish people. Scotland, I believe, 
prefers tb^ restoration of Israel to their own land— to the restoration of Poland 
and Hungary, and, perhaps, even to the independence of Turkey, though she is 
not ready to make such sacrifices as she is now doing for the latter. Never- 
theless, Scotland assumes the character of Sarah, who laughed within herself, 
saying — ' After being waxed old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also ?' 
Scotland looks upon Jerusalem as an old widow, grey-haired and wretchedly 
poor, and though she is of honourable pedigree as connected with Abraham, 
Joshua, David, Hezekiah, and Jesus of Bethlehem, still, being so old and so 
miserably poor, should she still have pleasure in being married ? And married 
to whom ? To an old Jew, who spent his early days as a bricklayer in Egypt ; 
his middle age, as a captive in Babylon, and his old age as a degraded slave hi 
Home, and for now above 1800 years straying a poor wanderer throughout the 
whole world. Yet are this couple still destined to form a happy union, and 
even see generations? It is impossible ; Scotland laughs within herself at the 
very idea. But the more i-emarkable fact is this ; when you urge the question 
on Scotland, she denies the fact, and saith, No, I have not laughed, Sarah-like, 
for she was afraid. I speak from experience, most of the minlatevs I me^t 
with in this coantry, when asked about the restovatloii oi lBYa.^\^Q \5Mi\t\«».^.^ 
hMve returned me something like this answer. The opVaioxi Va tvo\. V\^^^ ^t^ 
rai^t in this land; for myself, however, I am vathet miaxovw o^ v^« iS^ow^x 
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it known to you, my Christian brethren, ye worshippers of Jehovah, that H« 
who said Sai*ah was to bear a son, the same said to Israel, * But thou shalt be 
called Hephzi'bah, and thv land Beulah^ for the Lord delighteth in theei and 
thy land shall be married/ I must now speak about the agency employed in 
our missionary work. The agency of Jewish missions generally meets with 
two obstacles, — Firsts the prejudice of the Jews against Christianity on account 
of the long and bitter persecution he sustained from her pretended disciples, 
who misrepresented and turned the Christian religion to idolatrpr (and such 
occurrences are still going on in various parts, especially in Russia, where are 
about 3,000,000 of Jews, forming the head of all the orthodox party) ; and, 
secondly^ the national pride, and ooastfulness of love one to another, piety and 
devotedness to God, in all which, the Jews as a nation suppose themselves to 
excel all other nations. To remove, then, these two obstacles, it is your duty, 
my Christian brethren, first to send out missionaries who should declare that 
you Bxe friends and not persecutors of Israel, and preach to them a pure and a 
biblical Gospel, and secondly, you must not merely tell, but show the world 
that your devotedness as a nation is surpassing that of all others ; your lore 
and pity extend to all men, since you profess God Is reconciling to himself the 
whole world in Jesus, not as the Jews, regarding only themselves to be the 
people of Jehovah, and therefore caring little for others, and finally your right- 
eousness must indeed exceed that of the Pharisee, else you yourself cannot 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, much more bring others into it. As regards 
my own agency, 1 am happy to state the success 1 have found in my lalK>ura, 
and the kindness and encouragements I have met with among the Christian 
friends I have visited. Were those present, who knew me nine months ago, 
when I had no idea of ever speaking in public in the English language, aad 
were they aware that I preached for the last eight months, twice or thrice on 
almost every Sabbath, in various churches, addressing meetings and Sabbath 
schools, lecturing, &c., and see me now standing on this platform — I would 
feel disposed to say to them with Sarah, God hath made me to laugh ; all that 
hear will laugh with me,^ &c. Mv resident tutor once said to me, ^ You indeed 
neglect the Knglish too much.^ I smiled at him, and he continued, ^ You laugh 
now, but what will you do when called to address the public? You will then 
suffer.' I answered, * I suffer ! No! the public will suffer, not I.' I mnst sav 
I am quite at ease in your midst ; but if you suffer you shall not suffer mu^ 
longer. As regards the Jews, few as they are in this place, I have not nt- 
dected them. I have access and am welcome to several respectable Jewish 
mmilies, with whom I very often have had interesting discussions aboat Christ 
and his kingdom, and trust I have done some spiritual good to the one who 
was admitted in Christ^s church some five weeks ago by our very chaiiman, 
and so I expect to hear some say, ^ In Isaac a seed shall be called.^ Now, take 
a few words of closing Appeal. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weej? 
with them that weep. There will be a time to laugh with Zlon, but there is 
now occasion to weep. Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Kehold aod 
see if there be any sorrow like unto her sorrow. Ye who look for, and love 
the heavenly Jerusalem, look for and love the literal too ; else one may argue 
with you and say, if you don't love the Jerusalem which you can see, how can 
you love the one which you cannot see. Do, then, sympathize with the deso- 
lations of Israel, till the blood of the Lamb of God, which was spilt in the dsy 
of wrath, atone for the sin of the land and of the people ; so that some day it 
will be said to you. Rejoice with her all ye that mourn for her. But what now 
of the C, to complete this acrostic speech ? The Society would say, by the C 
is meant Conversion of Israel ; perhaps the Scottish people would say, CautioOi 
there is a Jew. The Chairman, I daresay, would whisper, Conclude yoor 
speech. The Treasurer, however, means to say. Collection I collection 1 But 
I shall rather intei-pret the final letter thus— My beloved brethren, by C is 
meant, * Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God.' Mr Salklnsoo 
concluded by moving the following resolution :•— 

'That whilst many peculiar difficulties ore aUendiatvt. oti Oi« \to%ft^\i>X<cy&. cA «^«nfj^iitfe 
laboara nmong the Jcifi j the spiritual condition o5 t\iat ^«)i^\ft\ iVv* wQ5!ft«»s ^\^«^>b9A 
ntteaded fucb efforts m uncient and modern times ^ an^i ^^ %:t^pt«^V\ati% «» \a ^^ %aMftx 
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ffirranted bj tbe DiTine word, ought to lead tbt followers of Christ to iacnaiad prtjer and 
tSm for the salvation of Israel.* 

Tbi8 resolation was seconded by the Rev. Dr Brown. 

Professor Thomson moved the list of Office-bearers for 1855-6— (See Cover.) 
In doing so, he said, — I have great pleasure — as this may be the last time I may 
be privUeged to address you— in wishing success to this Society. It was estab- 
lished in the year 1845, and for some time was a very weak mission ; but it 
rapidly gathered strength ; and now we see God has prospered it. It has been 
extending its oi>erations to various parts of the world, and sending forth mis- 
sionades to etigage in this arduous undertaking. It is the arduous undertak- 
ing d sending the gospel to the Jews— it is a work which every man amongst 
nsmoft admit to be most arduous and most discouraging. We have just to 
keep in our vie^v steadily and distinctly its importance, and the great claims 
for oar co-operation apd support which have been set before us this evening. 
No doubt discouragements may arise from time to time, yet in the end there 
will be a full return for all the trouble to which we have been put. I think we 
should do right in manifesting the spirit evinced by the apostle of the Gentiles, 
11^0 spent the whole of his time in proclaiming the gospel, forgetful of any 
emolument — his hearths desire and prayer to God for Israel being that they 
might be saved. We ought therefore to set our heart to this work ; we ought 
to encourage, by every means in our power, the missionaries who are engaged 
in it, and to make ourselves the instruments of recalling God^s ancient people 
to the true faith. 

Bev. J. S. Tayix)b said— I was exceedingly gratified, as all present must 
hire been, by the excellent addresses to which we have listened. I have great 
pleainre in giving my testimony to this excellent Society, and hope that God's 
hletting may rest abundantly on the work in which it is engaged. It is pleas- 
ing to see the missionary cause still alive in Great Britain, considering the 
war in which we are now engaged, and the difficulties which now surround us, 
Mid which are not likely soon to pass over. AVar has again broken out— war, 
which in its coarse, and in the hands of God, may lend a helping hand in ac- 
complishing the end we have in view : and let us improve it. It may be the 
means of restoring that people, and I trust will also hasten the triumph of 
Protestantism. Let us not suppose that these great ends are to be accom- 
pliihed without many struggles and difficulties. We ought to exercise the 
Christian privileges which we now enjoy for the conversion of the Jews. We 
ought to check the Mahommedan system of delusion, and the superstitions of 
the Greek and Latin churches, and the forms of idolatry existing in other 
churches. Let ns strive to master the Jewish delusion, and thus make an open 
way for the hitroduction of spiritual Christianity. I look upon the times as 
emphatically calling for this, and let us promote it by every Christian ex* 
ttrtioQ and effort. 

The meeting was then closed with the usual benediction. 



MEETING IN EDINBURGH. 
On the evening of Tuesday the 17th April, tbe Annual Meeting was 
held in Edinburgh, in the U. P. Church, St James' Place — the Rev. Dr 
Johnstone, of Nicholson Street U. P. Church occupied the chair. Around 
him on the platform were the Rev. Professor Duncan, of the New 
College^ Edinburgh ; the Rev. Dr Harper, Leith ; the Rev. Messrs 
Arthur, Aikman, Edmond, and Henderson ; Mr Markussohn, agent of 
the American Board for Foreign Missions ; and Mr Salkinson, missionary 
of the Scottish Society. After praise, Dr Duncan engaged in prayer. 
The Chairman then introduced the business of the meeting in a few ap- 
propriate observations bearing on the importance and interest of Jewish 
Missions. Mr I. Salkinson then addressed the meeting. The Secretary 
afterwards gave a hnef abstract of the Annual Bei^tt^ \v\x\Ocl\i^^^^^^ 
niMd tbe prerioas erBning in Glasgow. Mr MarkussoYm^ n^iVo \^ ^^>s^ ^ 
(m biB wmy to Constantinople as a miaaionary to tYie 3«wii m cs«ivTifc^s>a»a 



(>4 



THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 



with the American Board, then made some interesting statements re- 
garding the cause of Jewish Missions in the United States, and his own 
contemplated mission in the East. The Rev. John Edmoiid of Glasgow, 
followed in a short address ; and the proceedings were closed with the 
Apostolic benediction. 



CRITICAL NOTICE. 



The Epistle op Paul the Apostle 
TO THE Romans, translated into He- 
brew from the Original Greek. By 
Isaac Salkinson. Edinburgh: Robert 
Young. 1855. 
It is a matter, we might almost say of pride, 
certainly of thankful gratulation to us, that 
one of the valued agents of our Society should 
have had the honour of producing so excellent 
a version into Biblical Hebrew of that fun- 
damentally important portion of the New 
Testament — the Epistle to the Romans. 
We do not think we can better introduce 
the work to our readers, or give them a 
clearer idea of the nature and object of it, 
than by quoting the greater part of the judi- 
cious and well- written preface : — 

'The fcllowing work is a new Hebrew 
version of the '^Epistlo to the Romans," 
rendered from the original Greek. It is 
published as a specimen, and designed to 
show the possibility of translating the New 
Testament with literal strictness into pure 
and almost idiomatic Hebrew; capable of 
being read with ease, either by literati or by 
common readers. 

* There are extant two Hebrew versions 
of the New Testament Scriptures, of which 
the writer is aware. The first is published 
by Messrs Bagster for the "British and 
Foreign Bible Society," and is, in many 
respects, an admirable version ; its adherence 
to the Original Text, of which, it must be 
on^ned, the author was master, and the re- 
search displayed in the discovery of Hebrew 
terms, as well as the skill shown in combin- 
ing and arranging them in sentences, are 
worthy of all praise ; but the construction is 
so foreign, and so completely opposes the 
usus LOQUENDT, that studcnts of taste can 
hardly read it without being alternately pro- 
voked and amused. It contains, besides, not 
a few passages wholly unintelligible, and 
numerous mistakes of a character fitted to 
inspire the reader with aversion or contempt 
towards the book whose meaning it pro- 
fesses to exhibit. The second version is 
published by the "London Society for the 
Promoting of Christianity among the Jews," 
and is undoubtedly possessed of great merits. 
Its authors have evidently tried to correct 
the errors of the former translation. But it 
abounds unduly with Aramaean forms, vulgar 
expressions, and Rabbinical idioms*, all of 
wbJcb appeuFf to the Jover of genuine Hebrew, 
Incompatible with the character of inspired 
Scripture, In addition, there are conjunc- 
tions of lofty and tame words UT\e(\ua\\y 



yoked together, and combiQations of sen- 
tences which obscure uamerous passages, 
especially in the Epistles, and constrain the 
reader to seek the sense either in the original, 
or some other version. 

*The author of the following veruon, 
having been brought up in the lap of the 
Hebrew language, and having spent a great 
part of his time in reading its vast literatore, 
and writing, both prose and poetry, in the 
pure diction of the Old Testament, was led 
to make an inward vow, from the time when 
he began first to look upon the New Testa- 
ment in the light of heaven, that if tht Laid 
should be his Saviour and guide, he wonld 
endeavour to serve him, by translating tba 
blessed volume into the pure Hebrew tongue, 
for the Hebrew people. He trusts the Lord 
has heard his inward purpose, and not only 
has become his salvation, but has acoepted 
this desire of bis heart, by affording him an 
opportunity of acquiring a sufficient know- 
ledge of the Greek language, and bestowing 
on him the leisure r<iquisite for entering on 
the performance of his task. He has com- 
menced with the first of the Epistles, that 
addressed to the Romans ; for it is only in 
the Epistles that the difficulties of Hebrew 
translation present themselves. This ex- 
periment with one Epistle being eooduded, 
he returns, without proceeding farther, to 
translate the Gospels ; but meanwhile c(nn* 
mits this version of the Romans to the public 
verdict, and awaits the judgment of Hebrew 
scholars on its merits and demerits, of the 
first of which he is persuaded it is not desti- 
tute, as he is well aware it oannot be ^dd sf 
the second. 

* He would only remind the snpeificisl 
reader that it is a strict literal translatioo of 
the inspired Text; in which, neoenarSy, 
style and elegance are to a great exteoft 
sacrificed to fidefity in preserving the cxtck 
sense of the original. And to the cridc he 
would beg to observe, that the Grammar or 
Lexicon can only serve as a help to the 
translator ; he must be directed by the onge 
of the language. But it is precisely in fj- 
lowing the usage of the language, in prefer- 
ence to the guidance of the Lexicon, thst 
the translator is apt to snbjeot himaelf to 
the animadversions of the critic' 

Our careful examination of a Qonsiderablo 
portion of the work has impressed as with s 
\'eTy \i\^ o^VtAo^ o^ IXt Sl*a ability, and of 

task. V?^ e«xiie&>\'^ QsamiBU^. ^^ ^^v^eaoi^ 
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^'▲ND SO ALL ISBAEL SHALL BE SATED.** 



THE FUTURE OF THE JEWISH NATION. 



A TKRY fally able, and interesting paper under this head appears in the 
last number of the British and Foreign Evangelical Review. The author 
advocates the view of the literal restoration of Israel to their own land, 
but with great candour, caution, and moderation of statement. As a large 
mass of information on the literature of the question is embodied in the 
article, we propose in the present and a following number of the Friend^ 
to give some account of its contents, and to transfer some of its more 
striking paragraphs to our pages. 

Some general reflections on the singular history and character of the 
Jewish people introduce the discussion of the question of the prospects of 
the nation. We cannot re&ain from giving the following paragraphs a 
place :— 

' Bat if this be marvellous in our eyes,^ [the separate existence of the Jewish 
nation, in a state of world-wide dispersion, and in circumstances of trial, insult, 
and persecution,] * the condition in which they exist must be much more so. We 
might imaginc'them existing as a race of hewers of wood and drawers of water, 
— abject dependants on the power and bounty of other nations. But instead of 
this, such is their wealth, that without them the sovereigns of Europe would be 
paralysed in the execution of their gigantic undertakings. To them they must 
look when vast sums of money are required on a sudden. The sinews of war 
are supplied by them. " Their wide-extended and rapid correspondence 
througnout the world," which notoriously outstripped Napoleon^s couriers, *^ and 
the secret ramifications of their trade, which not only commanded the supply of 
the precious metals, but much of the internal traffic of Europe, and probably 
made great inroads on his continental system," — in a word, their being invari- 
able auxiliaries of a commissariat in every quarter of Europe, — all this has been 
advanced to account for the great conqueror*s desire to gain the confidence of 
this singolar race. But more than this, '* among the Jews," says Da Costa, 
'* fresh vigour displays itself in every department of the arts and sciences ; in 
Germany, the sons of Israel are distmguished professors of philosophy, letters, 
astronomy, and jurisprudence. Like their forefiithers, before the catastrophe 
which put an end to their political existence, the descendants of Abraham for 
the last half century have again borne arms with honour. The poetic harp of 
Israel soonds for the first time to European accents, and Israelitish names are 
found the greatest masters of music in our day. In almost every part of Europe, 
Israelites iSlS>rd to the country of their sojourn the benefit not of riches only, but 
of talent, gemas, and learning.^* Is there any parallel to this in the history of 
nations ? If there be such a thing as a moral miracle, traveravag «y\ \\i^ 4^^ 



♦ hnel and the Gentiles, pp. 12, 13. 
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laws of the social and political worlds, this surely is one ; and if it be a miracle 
at all, it is a standing miracle, 

^ But the crowning circumstance remains to be noticed. These sinprularities in 
the Israelitiflh history are the literal /u//7/7n£n^ of divine predictions while the judi- 
cial character of their dispersion and sufferings invests the subject with an in- 
terest truly awful. In them Miracle, Prophecy, and Retribution have all their 
living monuments. In them the truth of revelation, and the commanding pre- 
sence of its Author in the world, have their abiding witness. Shall we add, that 
from them has issued the Light and Life of the world? Jesus of Nazareth, 
*' over all God blessed for ever," was a Jew, a lineal descendant, according to 
the flesh, of Abraham and David ; and that peculiar appearance, that charac- 
teristic expression, which no one can accurately observe in the Jewish counte- 
nance without knowing it all the world over, is fitted to bring before us, in the 
most lively and affecting manner, the external features of that adorable One 
" who dwelt among us," and stamps the nation with unutterable and undying 
interest.' 

The author of the article next proceeds to give a sketch of the litera- 
ture of the question, under the three divisions of ' the patristic period, the 
post-reformation period, and the present period.' The following intro- 
ductory passage, under the first of these, presents in general terms the 
opinions of the early fathers. The statements it contains are illustrated 
and confirmed by extracts from a number of the patristic writings re- 
maining to us : — 

' Although the primitive church is known to have been divided from the very 
first on the question of the premillennial advent and personal reign of Christ on 
the earth, it is a curious fact, and one that will probably startle our readers, that 
the national and territorial restoration pf the Jews not only never entered into 
the controversy at all, but seems not to have been believed in by either of the 
parties. That the opponents of the personal reign should have denied to the 
Jews the re-possession of Canaan will to many seem natural enough, and to none 
very surprising. But that the expectants of the personal reign should in this 
particular have agreed with their opponents will to most appear scarcely credible. 
None of our Church historians notice the point. Mosbeim, Lardner, Burton, 
Kaye, Keander, Gieseler, and all careful investigators of the original sources, 
have dwelt more or less on the millennial controversy, as it was agitated in the 
primitive church ; but as this Jewish element formed no part of the dispute, the 
attention of the historians has not been directed to it, and we have been forced 
to investigate the subject for ourselves. 

' It was their general principles of prophetic interpretation that brought both 
parties to the same conclusion regarding the Jews. Both took the same view 
of their standing under the Gospel which is now held by those who deny the 
territorial restoration. Considering the distinction between Jew and Gentile 
to have been utterly and to all effects done away in Christ, they understood those 
predictions which relate to the restored condition of "Israel," *' Judah," "Jacob," 
'* Zion," — in short, the covenant-people, — simply of the Christian Church, or 
believers in Christ. Here both parties were entirely at one. The point tt 
which they diverged related to the sense in which this predicted glory of the 
Church upon earth was to be realised ; the one party, — the opposers of the 
millennium, — understanding it of the moral effects of Christianity in moulding 
character, renovating society, and bringing the world into subjection to God; 
while the other party, — the expectants of the personal reign, — applied to the 
millennial state of the earth under Christ and the risen saints. With the former 
party, Israel resettled felicitously in the land of their fathers, meant the Church 
in a prosperous comlition and near to God ; with the latter party, it meant the 
Church of Christ too, but either that portion of it that is to rise and reign with 
Christ, or such as being found alive at b\a eoxmivo «,WV\.coutmue alive during the 
thousand years under the government o{ tViex\««si ««aii\a. N^WXi ^fc^Oaa^ 
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were to be understood of the class, and what of the other, seems to have been 
determined very arbitrarily ; and at times the two classes seem to run into each 
other, the resurrection state being brought down to a condition very little above 
the present,, while the prophetic pictures of things temporal are sublimated into 
fometbing adapted to a superior state.' 

* We have thus seen,* says the writer, summing up his statements in this sec- 
tion of the discussion, * that the millenarian fathers, without exception, inter- 
preted the Old Testament prophecies regarding the Jews on the same principles 
as their opponents ; that both parties agreed with those who in subsequent times 
have denied the territorial restoration ; and that while differing widely in their 
conceptions of the future glory of the Church upon earth, they were at one in 
excluding the literal Israel from any distinctive standing or special promises 
under the gospel. 

*" Before proceeding to another period, we may be permitted to make one 
general remark on the facts submitted. If the advocates of the premillennial 
advent are entitled to claim the primitive fathers in support of their system, the 
opponents of Jewish restoration have a stronger claim to them. For in the for- 
mer case they were confessedly divided ; in the latter, we think it will now ap- 
pear that they were unanimous. All parties, however, would do well to sit pretty 
loose to the &thers in such matters. For ourselves, we are disposed to set small 
store by their support in either of the cases to which we refer. Whatever may 
be their value in some departments, it is vain to go to them for enlightened and 
consistent principles of Scripture interpretation, and most of all on prophetic 
subjects. The interpretation of prophecy — ^besides involving difficulties peculiar 
to itself, with which the fathers were ill able to grapple — is aided by nothing so 
much as iime^ that great unfolder of the Divine purposes, and commentator on 
the inspired oracles. In this particular department, therefore, those who lived 
earliest were, on that very account, under the greatest disadvantage as interpre- 
ters, and, in the presence of ripe and judicious students of the Bible in our own 
days, scarce worthy of being listened to.' 

The next division presents us with the opinions of the post-reforma- 
tion period. After noticing that the question under discussion excited no 
interest even at the epoch of the i-eformation, and remarking, that ' not 
one of the reformers held the literal restoration of the Jews,' the writer 
proceeds to collect the views of a number of divines, both English and 
foreign, of the seventeenth century. After a brief paragraph^ referring 
to the last century, he thus shortly sums up : — 

^ And now, in reviewing this second period, the reader will observe, that 
though, in the first century of the Reformation, not one orthodox theologian ap- 
pears to have held the Restoration of the Jews, and some not to have looked 
even for any general conversion of them, yet with the opening of the next cen- 
tury — the era of systematic theology — it began to attract attention, and, as the 
century advanced, divided the soundest and most accomplished divines. It will 
be admitted, then, that to represent this opinion as bound up with the expecta- 
tion of a restored Judaism, as some noW do, is to take a view of it, which, to say 
the least, is not evident, — which some of the ablest continental divines did not 
take of it, and with which very few of them ventured to charge it. Nor should 
the reader forget the difficulty which was felt by the deniers of the Restoration, 
in maintaining along with this any national Conversion of the Jews. It was 
maintained by the majority of them, but at the expense of their consistency, in 
tlie opinion of those who denied both.' 

Under the head of * the present period,' the writer refers briefly to the 
opinions of recent authors, both dead and living, and then adds, — 

* From these facts, the reader will see that the weight of axx\.\iw\Vj otl X^q^Odw 
rides of this question is pretty nearly equal ; and this be\nw t\x^ c\i%^^ \\i xti^'^ '^^ 
pnaamed that neither side is free or difficulties, — the candid atoX-asftoiv ^l -wXsw^ 
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must be essential to a satisfactory discassion of the subject. We have no ezpeo* 
tation of being able to clear away every difficulty from the side on which we 
think the truth to lie, nor will the tone which we assume be considered by some 
to be decided enough. As for those who talk of the evidence in favour of the 
restoration of the Jews as equal to that for the truth of the Bible,i->and we are 
sorry to say the case is not hypothetical, — our advocacy of their opinion will, of 
course, go for nothing. But we write for those who would rather have two or 
three good arguments than a score of bad ones — 'wbo would not have even a good 
argument unduly pressed — who, in regard to doubtful ground, desire only to 
know how the case stands— who, in short, on the question before us, are pro- 
pared to shape their views and expectations by the mind of the Spirit, in wfaat- 
ewer way it may be discovered to them. 

^ We close this preliminary sketch by stating, in a few words^ in what sense 
we propose to advocate the restoration of the Jew8» 

^Kot a shred of Judaism do we expect to be restored. For no temple tLtJesBOi^ 
salem do we look. Circumcision, priesthood, sacrifices, ritual separations and 
peculiarities, we hold to have been all done away in Christ, never more to be 
revived. If the restoration of the Jews cannot be maintained without one oc 
more of these Judaisms, we shall give it up ; for not one of these things can we 
make consistent with the explicit testimony of Scripture, and the catholic char- 
acter and spiritual genius of Christianity. But it is because we think the resto- 
ration of the Jews is unjustly mixed up with them, — ^because we think it has a 
ground of its own, and solid ground, to stand upon, when all these are swept off 
the stage of the gospel economy and our system of divinity, — and because, as it 
seems to us, the denial of it involves principles of interpretation which cannot be 
gone through with, puts a forced in place of a natural sense upon many passages, 
and leaves some things unexplained, which, on the opposite view, are dear and 
satisfying ; it is because we take this view of the restoration of the Jews that we 
cannot give it up, and are, on the contrary, prepared to hold it fast.' 

Here we must pause at present. 



IIABAKKUK'S PRAYER. 



We are persuaded that very few readers of the pages of the minor 
prophets have failed to be arrested by the sublime prayer of Habakkuk, 
and to linger over the strains of that magnificent psalm. It is scarcdy 
possible that any man of taste or sensibility can have read it withoat 
admiration. If it does not surpass, it surely equals, the finest lyrics of 
the sweet singer of Israel, and soars to equal height with the impassioned 
bursts of the evangelical prophet. Had the ode in question not been 
alone, and had its beauty and force not been obscured by some unhappy 
defects in the English translation, the name of Habakkuk bad been 
entwined with those of Isaiah and David. To the Hebrew scholar the 
one psalm penned by this writer must appear an inimitable gem. Our 
object in the present paper is to aid, by a few remarks, the reader's 
intelligent appreciation of this wonderful production. We shall say 
nothing of the elegance and exquisite beauty of the style — that cannot ta 
transfused into another language ; nor shall we enter into any connected 
exegesis, or criticism on the words. But by a few brief jottings we 
would help the reader to attain a fuller conception of the lofty thoughts 
and magnificent conceptions which the song contains. It will be observed 
that in some particulars we have deviated from the ordinary views of 
commentators — believing that they have occasionally both snap^ the Uplw 



habakkuk's pbayer. 69 

of connection, and unskilfully endeavoured to rejoin them, impairing and 
80 disfiguring the beauty of the whole piece. 

Verse 2. JTin^- This verse presents the key to the interpretation of 

the whole chapter. It is divided into three parts. Firs% we have the 

fame of Jehovah (for such is the import of yfitJ^), t.e., the renown of his 

iQarvellous works of old, which made the prophet, while enumerating some 
of them, tremble with awe in view of their majesty. Secondly^ we have 

T?JJ9 rnn\ » prayer for the re-production of such mighty works, in order 
thi^t the glory of Grod should re-appear. And, thirdly, there is U^lS^ 

a supplication for mitigating the calamity which was about to befal the 
prophet's people by the hands of the Ghddeans. 

Yfpi^ 8. i^ll /^ From this verse to the end of verse 13, we have a 

refisrence to the history of Grod*s providence towards Israel, from his 
appearance on mount Sinai till the epoch of the conquest of Canaan, 
all which refers to Jehov^'s fame, mentioned at the beginning. 
Tbe prophj^t, as a poet^ does pot much regard the order of the 
events, npr does he give a mere rehearsal of the facts; but, touching 
slightlj hece and there on some parts of the history, he ejaculates such 
glowing expressions that the reader must soon perceive what was passing 
in the writer's mind, and with what emotions Ms soul was vibrating. He 
begins with the divine appearance on Sinai. As the people came out 
from Egypt God is represented to come from the opposite part to meet 
them, t.«., from Teman and mount Paran. This phrase, however, is 
taken, with slight alteration, from the dying farewell of Moses and the 
song of Deborah. HD3. ' His majesty covered the heavens, and his 

lustre filled the earth.' Heaven and earth were eclipse^ by the divme 
glory, and became as if they were no more visible. 

Verse 4. PlJiV The sentiment here is, that the new heavens, which 

are also illuminated by divine brightness and light, a moon and sun, are 
described as far superior in glory to the ordinary skies, so that the 
brightness is as the light, the moon becomes as the sun, which streams 
forth rays of its own. DEH. 'And there was his invisible glory.' The' 

^ » 

glory which is ever invisible, appeared, as it were, openly in this divine 
sphere.' . 

Verse 5. VJS/- God is represented as a warrior marching at the 



T T 



head of his troops. Pestilence is walking before him as outpost, and 
sparks of fire are gleaming at his feet, struck, as it were, from the hoofs 
of his horses while prancing over the rocky pathway. Or perhaps 9Xif\ 

in apposition to *1i*^, may be taken in the same sense, and be translated 

V V 

thus : ^ Plague followed after him.' 

Verse 6. *llbS?. As there was no formed road in the wilderness, the 

divine Leader is represented as pausing a while and measuring the earth 
to take a plan of his route. nN*1. He cast one glance and all obstacles 



T T 



fU. 



were swept away before him, the nations leaped aside, the perpetual 
mountains were shattered, and the ancient hills sunk down, so the whole 



70 ^BE FBIBBn> OF IHBAltT.. 

path was made lerel, and so He continoed his marching. This verse is 
a spedmeD of the most terse snblimitj. 

Verse 7. JWl- T^^ prophet next passes before his mind the over- 
throw of Midian bj Moses. This people, dwelling in tents, were dedg- 
nated |B^ (Coshan) on account of their being black as the Ethiopians. 

He elegantlj said, I saw the tents of Cashan pressed under the weight of 
affliction, and the curtains of Midian shuddering. 

Yerse 8. D^^^^*l- Beflecting on the passage over Jordon by 

* • T • • •; 

Joshua, Habakkuk next poetically asks, Is the Lord displeased with rivers 
that he cleft them asunder? This event recalls to his mind the kindred 
wonder wrought at the Red Sea, and he asks in the same way. Is thy 
fury also against the sea, when riding upon thine horses, and in salvation 
thy chariots ? Salvation is not to be taken here as in the genetive case — 
chariots of salvation; but the chariots themselves are designated salvation. 
Yerse 9. H^^* This verse is somewhat obscure. The exact meaning 

of the first hemistick is not shown satisfactorily, and the middle contains, 
probably, some error of reading; but both decidedly refer to the attacking 
with weapons. I shall not at present attempt £irther to settle the 
meaning of a passage which has perplexed commentators, and given 
occasion to manifold conjectures. 

Yerse 10. ^K^. No description can do justice to the grandeur of 

this verse. As soon as the elements perceived the presence of the Lord, 
all of them were in utter consternation. The mountains were in pang, 
inundations of water fled back, the abyss uttered its voice, and the height 
stretched forth its hands, as if they were to say, Here we are, ready to 
obey thy command. The third person plural in 'TplK'n* does not belong 

merely to the mountains, but to all the four following substantives — thus, 
Saw thee — the mountains, the flood, the abyss, the height. 

Yerse 11. B^]bE^. The concluding expression, in the preceding verse, 

led on the prophet to explsun what he had in hb mind when saying the 
height stretched forth its hand in obedience. The sun and the moon 
while on their progress, suddenly stopped before their respective residences 
— the sun to give light to the Lord's arrows hurling down death upon his 
enemies in Gibeon, and the moon to shine on the glittering spears thrusting 
in the valley of Ajalon. 

Yerse 12. D^T^- Thus he marched on in indignation, and tbrnRliing 

the heathen whom he met on his way, and in Canaan. 

Yerse 13. ntiV^- The prophet concludes with saidng that all this 

T T T 

tumult was because the Lord went forth to save his people — his anointed 
one. The whole people are represented as one man, lovely and precious 
as Messiah himself, anointed by the Lord. Thus, the Israelites are also 
called by the appellation of the Messiah in Heb. xL 26. r\ltn23. The 

chief enemies, the inhabitants of Palestine, whom he aimed to destroy 
and take possession of their land, were utterly extirpated ; the head, as 
of one man, while in his house, struck off, and the body from the foun- 
datJOB unto the neck razed entirely. The figure of a man and that of a 
hoase are here conspicuously and nnguWly YAen^^d \x>^<^1()[\&t. 
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Yerse 14. J^^*;)^. The writeF here pauses, as if he were about to say, 

All these illustrious deeds are uow gone by — they are no more. And 
alas! as to the present, he anticipates the irruption of the hostile Chaldeans, 
and takes up therefore a most melancholy strain, and with a mournful 
voice thus exclaims: Those whose chief captain thou (God) hast formerly 
transpierced with his own spears — those and the like (for all the 
heathen, and that in every age seem to the writer brought together and 
joined in one), now rush to disperse me; they triumph over me as 
devouring a poor one in secret. 

Verse 15. fD*!*^- God is described as if he with his horses marched 

into the sea and disappeared under heaps of mighty waters. God is with- 
drawn from his people. The sense is quite in accordance with what God 
bad sidd by Moses — I shall surely hide my face from them, and they 
shall say, there is no Gcd amongst us. The expression of Habakkuk, 
however, is very bold indeed ; yet it may be in agreement with such an 
elevated spirit as his. There are, however, expressions in the Bible else- 
where of a similar kind; for example, 'Awake, why sleepest thi)u, O God?' 
Verse 16. *J^y]bE^. This verse is generally misconstrued, and cou" 

sequently, has become one of controversy and difficulty. It ought to be 
construed thus: PlIiK ^ItJ^N *W&B^- 'I have heard that I have to 

1 • • • ■ 

await silently a day of distress ;' i.e., a day of distress awaits me, or my 
people. He further explains what the distress is — 5|]j*7!|y [3y7 ni/X? / — 

• • • • 

to encounter a people (Chaldeans) who are coming to invade or defeat us. 
But after the word *^Pl!3J2l^ (I have heard), he interposes a parenthesis, 

stating how his terror, the effect of the fearful report, wrought on his 
mind. The verse, then, is both as simple and intelligible as may be. 
The phraseology, however, is used in contrast to the previous statement, 
verse 2. There he heard the fame of Jehovah, and was afraid on account 
of its magnificence, and now he heard the threatening of the Chaldeans, 
and is likewise afraid for the calamity. 

Verse 17. ^3. The prophet, sunk in the gloomy scene, and finding 

• 

no consolation, turns to another quarter, and seeks comfort in his God. 
Nowhere else can he find it — darkness is on every side. But amidst it all he 
will hold fast his own confidence in Jehovah, and joy in him. The fine burst 
of pious feeling with which he thus concludes, is familiar to all lovers of the 
Bible. The passage has few parallels for the triumphant faith it expresses. 
The following version of the prayer, which, however, is not offered as 
a careful translation, may help the reader to apprehend the force of the 
foregoing notes : — 

O Jehovah ! I heard thy fame, and am filled with awe. 
O Jehovah ! thy work within * years revive it. 
Within * years make it known ; 
In wrath remember mercy. 

God came from Teman, 

And the Holy One from mount Paran. Selah. 

His majesty covered the heaven, 

And bis lustre Med the earth. 

* il «., Speedily. 
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The brightness became as the light. 

Streaming forth rays of its own, 

And there (appeared) his invisible glory. 

Before him marched pestilence, 
And sparks gleamed at his feet. 

He stood still, and measured the earth ; 
He saw, and made the heathen leap aside — 
The perpetual mountains were shattered, 
The ancient hills sank down 
Before his marches of old. 

I observed Cushan's tents under affliction ; 
The curtains of l^idian's land shuddering. 

I9 against rivers kindled, O Jehoyah I 
Against rivers, thy wrath ? 
Asainst the sea, thy anger ? 
"W hilst thou ridest on thine horses ; 
In salvation thy chariots ? 

They saw thee — mountains were in pang ; 

Inundation of water fled back ; 

The abyss uttered its voice ; 

And the height stretched forth its hand. 

The sun, the moon, stood still, at their residences ; 

For a light to thine arrows as they hurled down ; 

For a brightness to thy glittering spear. %■ 

In indignation thou marchest through the land ; 
In wrath thou thrashest the heathen. 

Thou wentest forth for the deliverance of thy people ; 
For the deliverance of thine anointed 
Thou struckest off the wicked head from the house. 
Hazing from the foundation unto the neck. Selah. 

They, whose chief captain thou hadst transpierced with his own spears, 
Furiously now rush to disperse me ; 
Whose triumphant joy is to devour 
A poor one in secret. 

Thou hast trodden in the sea with thine horses. 
Under heaps of mighty waters. 

I heard [my inward parts tremble ; 

At the voice my lips quiver ; 

Rottenness enters into my very bones, 

And beneath, I altogether quake}, 

That I shall await a day of distress, 

Encountering a people who are coming to invade us. 

The fig-tree, however, may not blossom ; 
Neither produce be in the vines ; 
The product of the olive disappoint, 
And the fields yield no food ; 
The flock be cut off from the fold. 
And no herd in the stalls. 

Tet I will rejoice in Jehovah ; 

/ will exult in the God of my salvation. 
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Joliovah, the Lord, is my streqgth ; 
He makes my feet like those of the gazelles, 
^nd causes me to tread on my high places. 
To the precentor on Negionotb. 



Intelligence^ 
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JLLBXANDI^A. 

The following extract is from a recent com- 
munication received from Rev. Et G. Brown: 
— 'A respectable Spanish Jew has called 
upon me several times without professing to 
be shaken in his own religion. I have not 
as yet discovered any worldly motive for his 
yisits; for oflen this soon becomes mani- 
fest. I have tried to awaken him to earnest, 
prayerful inqairy, by showing that either he 
or I must be fearfully wrong. If Jesus is 
not the Son of God, I must be inconceivably 
guilty in worshipping a mere man ; but if 
he is the only-begotten of the Father, the 
express image of his person, he is guilty of 
daring blasphemy in rejecting and despising 
him. When he entered yesterday, an Ara- 
bic Testament lay open at the parable of the 
vineyard, in Mark vi. Without saying who 
had uttered it, I read it to him, and asked, 
*' You have seen Jerusalem ; yon know the 
desolation of that good land — has it not 
been given to others— do not the Moslem 
and the so-called Christian tread it down ? 
And are not you scattered to the ends of 
the earth? Must not all this be because 
you did not * reverence * God's beloved 
Son ; but cast him out, and slew him ?" He 
made no reply ; but, turning to the eleventh 
of Isaiah, asked how it is, if the Messiah has 
come, that we do not see the wolf dwelling 
with the lamb, or the lion eating straw like an 
ox? I replied with an anecdote of Robert 
Moffat's : A converted heathen woman who 
had heard him read this passage, came to 
him in seme distress, saying, ** I know what 
God says must be true ; but I know what 
lions are. These are hard words. But I 
have been thinking — forgive me, sir, I 
am a poor, ignorant woman — does it mean 
this. There is such a robber, who was 
terrible as a lion ; and that chief who was 
thirsty of men's blood as a leopard, and now 
the grace of the Lord Jesus has made them 
more j^entle than lambs." The Jew was for 
tire time siJencedf asked the loan of a Hebrew 
BlbJe, and accepted that of a New Testament. 



It will be encouraging to the Directors to 
learn that two or three friends here have 
raised a 'Mission Fund;' and have, at an 
expense of about £15, taken and repaired 
a small house adjoining the school- room, 
for the better separation of the different 
classes. 

ALGIERS. 

In a recent letter Mr Weiss says, — ' The 
Colporteur among the Spaniards is going 
on admirably well. Bibles and New Testa- 
ments are sold in great numbers, and thou- 
sands of tracts are distributed among that 
benighted race. The best feature of it is, 
that a great portion of these scriptures and 
tracts are sold and distril)nted among Spanish 
captains and sailors, who carry them into 
Spain, where these precious plants are so very 
rare. The box of tracts which I lately received 
from the London Tract Society, and which 
I thought would be enough for more than a 
year, is now nearly gone, and I daily expect 
the arrival of a new supply. Mr Coyne 
wrote also to France for a supply of Spanish 
scriptures, which I hope to receive soon. I 
am now much in need of Hebrew and Arabic 
scriptures, a supply of which I demanded 
several times from Malta, but got none, and 
I know not how; and if I could procure 
them directly from London, as there seems to 
be now no vessel coming here from Malta. 
The Spanish colporteur distributed also a 
goodly number of Hebrew and Arabic tracts, 
and what is more, he sold several New 
Testaments in Hebrew to poor Jews; this 
is a very rare thing to see a Jew beg the 
New Testament. On the bygone week, I 
had several interesting Jewish visits, but 
this week they are absorbed with their Easter 
feast. This is a heavy time, but the Lord 
showed me oflen that the reaction after a 
short time of stand still, is a happy one, 
always so; let us pray the Lord to open 
new doors of usefulness for hb labourers, 
and to pToc\»e for his word of life free 
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EXCERPT FROM A PRIVATE LETTER. 



PEAOUB. 

I TISITBD also the Jews* bnrying ground, 
and tbe synagogne, the oldest in Europe. 
There are about 100,000 Jews in Pragne, 
and the settlement dates from tbe destruction 
of Jerusalem. Tbe crowded tombstones, 
and the broken alders, give tbe whole an 
air of dejection, wonderfully in keeping with 
the lot of the outcast tribe whose sons and 
daughters are buried here. There is not a 
sculptured stone in the whole burying place, 
and the plainness of the tombstones, with 
their Hebrew inscriptions, makes them in 
themselves uninteresting. When I was in 
Dresden, I visited the Jews' synagogue there, 
and witnessed their service. It was upon a 
Tuesday night, the anniversary of the 
children of Isniers going out of Egypt. The 
building is of an oriental style of architecture, 
and in keeping with the odd-looking Hebrew 



characters over the altar. The women sit 
in the galleries, and the men in the body of 
tbe building, some with white scarfs on 
their head, and all with. Hebrew Bibles 
before them. The priest with a black hood 
on, and with white scarf and long gown, 
chanted in a deep, rich voice the psalms of 
David, and tbe choir responded. The musio ' 
here is entirely vocal ; but it has a deep 
simplicity and beauty about it which renders 
it far superior to tbe loud display of Roman 
Catholicism. I never heard, for a choir and 
nothing more, such charming music. Before 
I heard it, I was accustomed to think that 
true solemnity and melodious harmony could 
not be found in church music, and without 
an organ, but the choir in the Jews' synagogue 
at Dresden has dispelled such a notion for 
ever. 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



IRISH GENERAL ASSEMBLY'S 
MISSIONS. 

DAMARCUS. 

1. At this station, the Rev. S. Robson 
and Rev. J. S. Porter continue to labour, in 
connexion with brethren from the United 
Presbyterian and Dutch Reformed Churches 
of America. 

2. On the 19th November last, five natives 
confessed Christ, by observing the Lord's 
Supper for the first time. 

3. On the first Sabbath of January, Doab, 
vnth whose name many of you are familiar, 
and for whom many prayers were offered, 
was baptized after having given good evidence 
that the Gospel had come to him, not in 
word only, but also In power. 

4. During tbe past year, the mission- 
Bchoois have been greatly increased, and much 
more efficient than at any former period. In 
the Aiissionary Herald of April, a statement 
was given of an examination of the pupils 
attending them, which was most encouraging. 
We have learned, by a letter recived last 
month, that, since Doab's baptism, nearly 
all the Jewish boys have been withdrawn ; 
but the number of Jewish girls in the female 
schools has risen to nearly forty. 

HAIIBURO. 

1. The Rev. Dr. Craig and Rev. A. Saphir 
labour in Hamburg. 

2. Above 100 observed the Lord's Supper 
in the Mission Church on the last occasion. 
Five of these were Jews, and six were com- 
mnnlcaDts for tbe Grat time^ 



8. At this station a Jewess was baptized, 
in January last, she continues to walk 
consistently. 

BONN. 

L The Rev. W. Graham labours at this 
station assisted by Mr. Klein, catechist and 
colporteur. 

2. Mr Graham's services have continued 
as when last report was ^iven to the Assem- 
bly. Mr Kleiu visited 350 Jewish families 
from 2d January till 6th March, in the city 
of Cologne. This is a specimen of his ordin- 
ary labours in visitation. 

CONCLUSION. 

1. Our Jewish Mission operations are 
enlarging, and we hope soon to have them 
much more extensive than at present. 

2. The Church willinglv and generously 
contributed to the Jewish Mission, when 
they had nothing but the promises of God to 
encourage them. 

3. We would appeal to you with confi- 
dence if we had still been lefl without fruit ; 
for God's Word, and not the measure of 
success, is our rule of duty. 

4. But our work has been acknowledged, 
and no year so largely as this one. Gratitude, 
uniting with faith, demand increased liber- 
ality. 

5. Has not God more abundantly blessed 
the Church in other departments since she 
began to do gjood to Ut«k«Vl "Sa^^ii^X. ^i«w» 
of you kuown l\ia\. * tXie^ NiYioVw^^vJwas^^ssft. 
sbaUpros^^eT? 
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6. Let special prayer be offered on behalf 
of the Jews and our Mission to them, in all 
the Chnrches of the Assembly, on the 20th 
instant; and let all their members present 
their offerings, recollecting that to the Jews 
pertain * the glory and the covenants, and 
the giving of the law, and the service of God, 
and the promises' — that Hheirs are the 
fathers,* and * of them Christ came, who is 
over all God blessed for ever.' 



BRITISH SOCIETY. 

Mr Ginsburgh, of Mulhouse, reports to ns 
the conversion of three individnals, a Jewish 
hasband and wife, and a youthful brother 
of the latter ; and the baptism of the two 
former, with their children. In each case, 
no sooner was the design of the convert 
known, than efforts, multiform and strenuous, 
were put forth to frustrate their intentions, 
not only by a cruel persecution, but by 
stratagem and by bribes: — 

The whole community seemed stirred. It 
was a costly and a sacriticing zeal; and 
were it not that it had been false, would 
shame many a so>called Christian, who sees 
one by one stray from the right communion 
with but little or no emotion, while of such 
an apostle could not write without weep- 
ing. 

But with regard to the three before ns, it 
seems that nothing could separate them from 
the love of God. The ordinance of baptism 
was first received in the presence of a small 
assembly by the wife, together with her 
children. Her brother, of eighteen years, at 
the time of the benediction being pronounced 
upon the youngest child, rose before the 
little gathering, and expressed his longing 
anticipations of the time when the like should 
be done unto himself. The husband was 
afterwards baptized, with his elder son, 
eleven years of age, in the French church, 
which was crowded to excess, multitudes 
of Jews and Jewesses waiting, both within 
and without the structure, to see the convert 
retire. The sermon, it is believed, made a 
favourable impression npon them. 

Where the Gospel is taken to the Jew, in 
how many instances does he become uncon- 
sciously impressed with its veracity ! How 
often is it an impression which time cannot 
wear away, nor gathering years obliterate I 
It is about eighteen months since I first met 
an Israelite of respectability, the chaunter 
and teacher of a Jewish congregation in 
Upper Silesia. I perceived not only that he 
was to some extent acquainted with the 
right way, but also that the tendency of his 
heart was to the practice of the same. I 
placed the New Testament in his hands, and 



saw him no more until recently. On a 
Lord*s-day morning l)r Goup, one of the 
few believing miuisters of the place, was 
preaching, and I arrived at the church when 
It had become crowded, so that I stood in 
the doorway; and whilst intent upon the 
discourse, my attention was suddenly attract- 
ed by the entrance of two individuals, one 
of whom I immediately recognised as the 
teacher, accompanied by a younger Israelite. 
Placing themselves quietly by my side, they 
gave ceaseless attention to the discourse. 
The service concluded, he recognised me 
with much pleasure, and the more so as he was 
then on his way to Saxony, and perhaps for 
a permanence, in which event we might have 
been forgotten to each other. Both he and 
bis companion willingly accompanied rae 
home, where we emphatically spent a day 
of rest That day stands before me now — 
it is embalmed in my memory ; and tboog^ 
with the seasons past and dead, it lives. 
And from that time his desire for tnith 
grew, the whole Bevelatiou being made his 
study; and he not only satisfied his own 
mind with truth, but opened it to others. 
The young man in whose company I found 
him was one who, under his influence, was 
feeling after the light and life which they had 
now, though imperfectly, received. Had it 
been but an intellectual recognition of the 
truth, we might have wept for them still ; 
but the one thing needful had been felt 
within, and their hearts opened to receive it. 
May the Lord, who still is drawing them, 
also guide our steps aright! It was no 
accident which brought us together, and with 
gratitude to the Lord we parted, each in 
duty's path, still lead by Providence. 

Mr Schwartz adds: —During the course of 
last year above one thousand individuals 
have, through my humble instrumentality, 
been made acquainted with the truth as it m 
in Jesus, besides a great number whom I 
visited in the neighbouring towns and vil- 
lages ; the effect of which, as you will have 
seen, has been of a various character. Bat 
indecision has, upon the whole, been the 
chief characteristic of them all ; and no doubt 
a want of confidence for the future, of a 
temporal kind, has kept many back from 
declaring themselves for the Lord. Never- 
theless, it has pleased the goodness of the 
Lord to bring some nearer to himself, and 
three inquirers have been received into the 
Christian Church by baptism. Two fami- 
lies, of whom I have every reason to believe 
that they are convinced of the tmtb, and are 
sincerely believing in the same, emigrated, 
and I trust that they, too, will join them^ 
selves to the followers of the Lamb ere 
long. 
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THE TWO VALLEYS. 

AN ALLEGOBICAL SKETCH. 

§ 8. Conducted by my celestial gaide, I now proceeded to trace the 
course of the little stream which issued from the fountain of Jehovah- 
Jireh. I soon found myself in a pleasant pastoral region, through which 
the brook meandered in a thousand mazy windings, bordered with flowery 
meads, putting me in mind, as I went on, of the quiet waters and the 
green pastures of the sweetest of psalms. Here, said my guide, Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and the patriarchs, fed their flocks of old. Ever and anon, 
too, he showed me some old memorial-stone, or rude altar, erected by 
the gratitude of the pious shepherd-fathers of the Jewish people ; among 
the rest the stone of Bethel, the pillow and the pillar of the fugitive 
Jacob. It stood at a bend of the stream, where the clear waters 
expanded themselves into a beautiful and pellucid pool, and retained this 
inscription in old letters — I will surely do thee good. I stooped and 
drank from the crystal bason, and when I had done so, behold the 
heavens opened, and a ladder of glory seemed let down from the skies 
to my feet. I thought I assayed to ascend, but my guide withheld, and 
the vision faded. fVom this point onwards the scene began to change. 
The stream ceased gradually from its mazy course, and flowed on in 
accelerated current. The valley grew deeper and narrower, till at length 
we plunged into a contracted defile, where the stream disappeared from. 
view in the hollow of the dell, and the steep bank on either side frowned 
darkly with rugged precipices and shaggy wood. We threaded our 
way with difficulty amid a horror of dank shade — ^the sun hidden from 
view, and the flow of the waters beneath only betrayed at intervals by a 
faint murmur. The name of the valley here was Bondage. At length 
the stream emerged into the sunshine, the defile terminated, and on 
either hand of a broadened current stretched an open landscape. On 
the right hand, the view was terminated by a ridge of mountainous 
heights, separating this valley from another parallel plain of great extent, 
of which my guide promised me a sight hereafter. On the left a similar 
range of hiUs bounded the prospect ; having in the centre one peculiarly 
bold, lolly, and precipitous mountain — vast, rugged, sublime. Towards 
this point the river deflected its course, and we followed till we stood 
beneath the tremendous wall of rocks. I looked up, and thought the 
barren masses scarred and rifted with thunderbolts. The place seemed 
the very throne of desolation. My companion whispered in my ear, 
Knowest thou the terrors of Sinai? and then directed my ^W^tkNA^xvV^ ^ 
remarkable object which bad as yet escaped my ?^\X^Tk\AOw. ^tq«i ^ 

K 
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dark cleft in the mountain side be showed me a stream of water issaing 
to join the river in the valley, and bade me stoop to taste. I did so, and 
found it intensely bitter. He then led me down to the point; of conflu- 
ence, and a little beneath, where the waters had beqome coziimiiigled, he 
bade me taste again. I obeyed, and found the old sweetness of the well 
at the head of the valley strangely tempered with the wormwood of the 
black water from the rock. The draught, said my guide, is medicinal 
though less sweet. This bitter water was added because of transgression, 
till the seed should come. It is the water of Law. The commingled 
element has this strange property, however, that according to the spirit 
of him who drinks it, the bitterness is more or less predominant. To 
some who have drank that water, it has seemed a sweetness scarcely 
diluted — to others it has been gall. Nay, to the same person it has 
tasted variously at different times ; sweetest ever then when the spirit 
was humblest, most trustful^ nearest to God. Yet, proceeded he, as 
thou shalt find anon, this was added only for a time. Then thought I of 
that (est, ' The law was our schoolmaster unto Christ.' 



FALL OF SEBASTOPOL. 



From both the Jewish and the Christian points of view, the present war 
has been looked on with interest as probably involving events of greal 
importance to the Israelitish people. The grand oppressor in modem 
times of the scattered race, has been the Czar of Kussia. He is the 
Pharaoh of these days, making their lives cruel with bitter bondage. Ilr 
18 impossible to contemplate, therefore, the present momentous strifb of 
the nations without indulging the hope, or at least breathing the prayer, 
that in some way it may eventuate in deliverance for the Jew. He him- 
self looks for this, and fondly dwells on the prospect of a path opened for 
him, as it were, across the Black Sea, as for his fathers through the H^ 
Sea, into the promised land. And sunk at least in the waters are the 
proud fleets of Russia, as of old the chariots and horsemen of the Egyp- 
tian tyrant. Shall a wav be made for the ransomed to pass over! The 
Christian, again, hopes that by the present conflict a path may be opened 
for the missionary of the cross into regions where at present he cannot^ 
go even to lead the hapless Jew to Jesus. Is the fulfilment of the hope 
begun f ' Sebastopol is in the hand of the Allies.' The Crimen, we imay 
hope, must speedily be abandoned by the Russian armies. The Jews, 
then, who have fled from Kertch to Constantinople, as the readev vnll* 
learn from our other pages, may return again, accompanied or followed 
by the heralds of salvation through the Nazarene. We shall be no longep 
forbidden to carry to the Karaites — that deeply interesting section of tne 
Jewish people — the tidings which it is believed they will be found not 
unwilling to receive ; and the field of Hebrew missions will be most hope--' 
Mly widened. It becomes Christians, friends of the Jews, to be now 
earnest in prayer that out of this eater — war — may come forth meat, and-* 
from the strong sweetness ; and that the Crimea, rescued from Russia, may 
never more be shut against the Christian missionary; as well as to be ready, 
should their prayers be answered, to step in at the open door, and, in 
Gk>d'8 name, possess the land. So from the ruins of Sebastopol we shall 
Impair the waste places of Jerusalem \ 
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TIIE BENI-ISRAEL OF BOMBAY. 

( Continued from page 940 

ThS anifual religious festivals and fasts of the Beni- Israel, I shall mention ac- 
cording to the order of the months, beginning with the commencement of tha 
eodeaiastical year, which takes place about the vernal equinox. 

1. Ahih or Nisan. The great Jewish festival of the Passover commences on 
the fourteenth of this month. It is a curious fact, that the Beni-Israel allow 
that their fathers in India, even till a late period, were entirely ignorant of the 
objects for which it was originally instituted, and that the only regard which they 
paid to it, was on the eighth day, from its commencement, when they indulgea 
themselves in eating and drinking. At present, particularly in Bombay^ aboul 
one- third of their number imitate, on a small scale, the mode of observanoa of 
the Arabian Jews, paying special regard to the two first and two last days. 

The twenty-thurd of this month the Bcni- Israel denominate /^u-^a<7 ('bind 
the fisstival sacrifice,' as in Psalm cxviii. 27) ; but for what reason they do not 
know. It is spent nearly universally by them as a day of rejoicing. 

2. Jyar or Zif. In this month falls the second possover of the Jews, (Naiii<« 
ben ix. 10, 11,) observed by those who cannot attend to the first passover. It 
is never regarded by the Beni-Israel. 

8. Sivan, The feast of weeks, or Pentecost, commences on the sixth of this 
month. They partially observe it for two days, as a season of rejoicing, re- 
maining awake at the mapjid during the intervening night, and spending the 
timo prmoipally in reading and praying. They have no ceremonies connected 
with the produce of their fields, though a few of them use the prayers of the 
JewB which refer to them. They have no acquaintance with the rabbinioal 
legends associated with the festival. 

4. Thammuz, The Jews observe the seventeenth of this month lis a day of 
fasting, in remembrance of the breaking of the Tables of the Law, and the 
eeesing of the regular sacrifice ; and the Beni^-Israel have begun to be their 
imitators. 

- 5. Ab. On the ninth of this month the Jews fast, because it is said thai the 
t^nple was first burnt on it by the Chaldees, and afterwards by the Romana, 
and beoaose on it God declared, in the time of Closes, that none of those Who 
eame out of %Egypt should enter into the promised land. Some of the Jews of 
London, who lately opened a correspondence with the Beni-Israel, have eit- 
borted them strictly to observe it, to which for many years they had not beeti 
disinelined, having been admonished to the same effect by the Cochin Jews. 

6. Elui, The Beni-Israel observe some customs dnring this month, and thd 
nine days of the following one preceding the day of the atonement, whieh, as Aif 
at I am aware^ are peculiar to themselves. Except on the Rosh Hodesh, and the 
weekly Sabbath, they professedly fust with great strictness during the time that 
the eon is above the horizon. Numbers of them attend the roasjid for prayer 
long before sunrise. 

7* ISiri. The civil year of the Jews commences On the first of this month. 
The Beni-Israel devote to feasting and rejoicing the whole day, with the exeep* 
tion of a few hours, during which some of them attend the masjid for tnd 
purpose of offering up prayers, and blowing horns and trumpeta. Lik^ the 
Jews, they use honey and sweetmeats at their evening meal. The second daj^ 
of the year they spend in the same manner as the first. About three o'clock in 
the afKrmoon, some of them repair to the shore and worship toward the ooean^ 

- On the third of Tisri, the fast of Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, whose murder 
it mentioned in the last chapter of 2 Kings, is generally observed by the Beni«< 
Itrael, at well as by the Jews. 

The fast of the day of Atonement on the tenth day is strictly regarded hf 
the Beni-Lurael. A few families, in deference to some rabbinical legend, whids 
thej hare heard from the Arabian or Cochin Jews, sacrifice a cock, to which thejr 
fl^ve the name of the kapparah, or expiation, on the pftecedltvv; e^einci^.^ 'Wtte') 
spend much time, both during the night and day, lu cotife8s«va\\i«« ««i^>«sA 
vapplicating the Divine mercy, agreeably to tbe forma K>i l\ie v\Vm^. \tv^^ 
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course of the night, they offer up prayers to God for the Sovereign of Britiuo, 
the Governor of Bombay, and all the authorities of the country. The day 
following the Kippur is distinguished for the exercise of hospitality and charity. 

On the fifteenth day of this month, the feast of Tabernacles is celebrated by 
the Beni-Israel for nine days, being two in excess of the time prescribed in the 
Old Testament. A booth covered with the branches of the palm, and orna- 
mented with flowers and fruit, is erected in every village near the naasjid, in 
which the people assemble for the purpose of singing psalms, and receiving the 
cup of blessing ; but their prayers are recited in the usual place. The eighth 
night, those who attend the tabernacle devote to watching. The two first and 
the two last days of the festival are those which are most regarded, and daring 
them little secular work is performed. 

8. Buly or Marchesvan, In this month the Beni-Israel observe neither fast 
nor festival. 

9. Chisleu. On the twenty-fifth day, commences the festival of the Purifica- 
tion of the Temple, which lasts for eight days. Few, or none, of the Beni-Israel 
illuminate their houses like the Jews. They keep lights burning, however, at 
the masjid, whither, morning and evening, they partially repair for worship, ^ A 
few of them have some knowledge of the godly zeal of Judas Maccabseus, which 
the Jews celebrate at this season. 

10. Thebeth. On the 10th day, a few of the Beni-Israel fast, in commemora- 
tion of the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon. 

- 11. Shahath. This month is not distinguished by any holiday. 

12. Adar. On the fourteenth day, the Beni-Israel fast, preparatory to the 
feast of Purim^ or Lots, which takes place on the following day, and which they 
partially observe, in imitation of the Arabian and Cochin Jews, as a festival 
commemorative of the great deliverance wrought through the instrumentality of 
Esther. They do not, like the Jews, repeat the feast of Lots, when the inter- 
calary month Ve-Adar happens to occur. 

The Beni-Israel practise occasional voluntary fasts, particularly when they are 
inclined to make vows. They observe no jubilee. 

The brief survey which we have now made of the observances of the Beni- 
Israel, might appear to warrant the conclusion that they are Jews, unconnected 
with the descendants of the Reubenites and Gadites, and' the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, who were carried captive to Halah, and Habor, and Hara, and Nahar- 
Gozan, (1 Chron. v. 26,) by rul, king of Assyria, and Tilgath-pilneser, king of 
Assyria, and unconnected also with the descendants of the ten tribes, who were 
carried captive to the same and neighbouring places, by Shalmanezer, after the 
fall of Samaria, in the reign of Hosea (2 Kings xvi. 6) ; for they commemorate 
events with which it is difiicult to see how these exiles could be connected, and 
some of which occurred posterior to the return of the Jews to their own land 
from Babylon, to which they were removed by Nebuchadnezzar. It is only at 
first sight, however, that such an inference seems to be authorised. The Beni- 
Israel most readily admit, that to this adoption of their present practices, they 
have been led by the example and precepts of the Arabian and Cochin Jews, 
who from time to time have come to visit them, or to reside in their neighbour- 
hood. The very fact that they required to be instructed by foreigners in the 
most solemn and interesting ordinances of their religion, as well as in other 
customs universally observed by the Jews throughout the world, is a presumption 
that they have been established for many ages in this country, and really belong 
to the long exiled sons of Israel. The Jews of Cochin, who say that they came 
to India immediately after the destruction of the second temple, or according to 
their own historical notices, in the sixty- eighth year of the Christian era,* have 
all along considered themselves distinct from the Beni-Israel of Bombay, of 
whose circumstances they have from time immemorial been well aware ; and the 
black Jews of Cochin, descendants of proselytes from among the Hindus and the 
Jewish fisimilies which mixed with them, informed the late Dr Claudius Budianan, 
when he was making inquiries about the Ten Tribes, that it was ^ commonly 

* See Oriental Christian Spectator, SepUmbw and Octo^Mr, \%3d. 
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beliered among them thai the great body of the Israelites is to be found in 
Chaldea ;' bat ' that some few families had migrated into regions more remote^ 
as to Cochin, and Jiajapur in India/* The liut-mentioned place is the district 
of conn try bordering on the Nagotna creek, in which many of the Beni-Israel 
are even at present settled. The want of a MS. SepJier-Torah^ or Book of the 
Law, among the Bem-Israd^ places them in a situation in which we do not see any 
congregation of Jews throughout the world. The repudiation, to this day, nearly 
universal among them, of the designation Jcw^ of which, no doubt, they would 
have been proud had they merited it ; and the distinctive appellation of ' Beni- 
Israel,' which they take for themselves ; the non-occurrence among them of the 
favourite Jewish names Judah and Esther ; and the predominance of the namea 
principally connected with the early history of God*s highly-favoured people, 
appear to me to be circumstances strongly corroborative of the opinion thai they 
are indeed Israelites, a remnant of the posterity of the tribes which were re- 
moved from their homes by the Assyrian kings. 

In the view which we have been led to take of the Beni-Israel, they must be 
considered as possessed of peculiar interest, even among the seed of Abraham, 
connected with whose destinies the most wonderful providences, noticed either 
by sacred or profane history, have been developed. Amongst Christians, they 
must be 'beloved for their fathers* sakes ;* and it must be our desire and endeavour, 
that ^ through our mercy they may obtain mercy.' Their situation, if properly 
explained to the Hindus among whom they dwell, mif^ht facilitate the illustration 
of the historical testimony to the truth of the Scriptures, which the general 
ignorance of events which have occurred beyond the bounds of this country 
renders it a matter of difficulty for many to understand. They have never, as a 
body, proved averse to Christian education ; and they have always been ready 
to receive and peruse the Bible. — WiUorCs Lands of the Bible, ^ 



YOM KIPPUR. 



On the ninth day, or the one previous to the Day of Atonement, the most pioas 
go to synagogue about two o'clock, and remain there until four. Having re- 
turned and breakfasted, the ceremony of Keparoth, (H^TSi) or atoning sacri- 
fices, takes place. The sacrifice consists of a cock for a male, and a hen for a 
female. A white fowl is preferred to any other, in allusion to the words of the 
prophet, * Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall become white as snow,' 
Isa. i. 18. A pregnant female takes three — ^two hens and one cock ; one hen 
for herself, and the other two for the unborn infant — the hen lest it should be a 

girl, and the cock lest it should be a boy. The ceremony is performed by the 
ead of the family, for himself first, and then for his household. After repeat- 
ing a cabalbtio prayer composed for the occasion, he takes the cock in his hand, 
and says the following passages : — ' The children of men that sit in darkness and 
thd shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron ; he brought them out 
of darkness and the shadow of death, and break their bands asunder. Fools, 
because of their transgression, and because of their iniquities, are afflicted. Their 
soul abhorreth all manner of meat ; and they draw near unto the gates of death. 
Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he saveth them out of their 
distresses. He sendeth his word, and hcaleth them, and delivereth them from 
their destruction. Oh that lyen would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men,' Ps. cvii. 14-21. ' If there be for him 
an angel, an intercessor, one among a thousand, to show unto man his upright- 
ness, then he is gracious unto him, and saith. Deliver him from going down to 
the pit ; I have found a ransom,' Job xxxiii. 23, 24. He then moves the atone- 
ment round bis head, saying, ' This is my atonement, this is my ransom. This 
cock goeth to death, but may I be gathered and enter into a long and happy 
life, and into peace.' All this is repeated three times. Having done so for 
himself, he does in like manner for the members of the family, introducing the 
alterations that are to be made for the other persons. As soon aaUsA ^.x^^V^ft^ 

* Christian Reaearehes, p. )U, 
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order is performedf they lay their hands on the atonement, as was usual with the 
saorifioes ; and immediately after it is given to the Shochet to be slanghtered. 

Again they repair to synagogue ; and after the service they go immediately 
to their burial-ground, to visit the dead — the object of which is to invoke their 
intercession for the ensuing day. In passing along from grave to grave, the 
most pious are deeply affected, especially when entreating their relations and 
friends to pray for them the next day. When exhausted and hungry, they le* 
tarn homeward. 

About two o'clock in the afternoon, they go again to the synagogue. It is 
their daty, however, this time, to perform ablution before going, that theprayen 
and confessions may be made in purity of body. Service being over, the most 
strict and pious subject themselves to the ^ whip of correction.' Each one pros- 
trates himself on the ground, whilst another inflicts upon him, with a leather 
thong, forty istripcs, save one, Deut. xxv. 2, 3. Having returned to their homes, 
they sit down to the last meal before the great fast. This meal is called 
Sengudah Maphsaketh, ^OpOSS mTJ?D) ^^ ^^ cessation, which must be 
finished before sunset, at 'about the same time as the Sabbath begins. After 
this it is not lawful to eat or drink until the close of the service on the followhig 
evening. Every one is now cleansed and dressed in his best apparel, in honour 
of the day. 

The cmldren now go to their parents to ask their forgiveness in case they have 
offended them, when the parents put their hands upon their heads, and pray that 
life and prosperity be allotted to them the following day. All the inmates of the 
house are also required to be reconciled to each other. The same duty is per- 
formed likewise in the synagogue among offended parties. When any one asks 
the forgiveness of an injured party, and ne be not reconciled on the first acknow- 
ledgment of the sin, the offender is to take three persons with him, who are con- 
sidered as a Beth Dein, and go to him again. If he continue obstinate, he must take 
ten persons with him, who are considered as a congregation, and in their presence 
make the following declaration : — * Gentlemen, I have wronged this person, for 
which I now implore his pardon and forgiveness.' Should he still remain in- 
fiexible and unreconciled, the witnesses wiU hold the offender justified in the sight 
of men and God. 

YoM KiPP0fe. — ^The synagogue is then lighted up with numerous candles, 
and the evening service commenced, which brings in the great festival of Yom 
Kippur, (^^SJ3 ff\^) or Day of Atonement. The service begins with Kol Nidrei^ 

i'^Tli /i) ft f<»^>i> of absolution from all vows, oaths,* &c., and is done in the 

* All the expressions emploved in this formula have a distinct reference to those vows 
and devoted consecrations for holy purposes, which are expressed in the Pentatoacfa, at the 
end of Leritious, and in Numbers xxz. These have all snored relations — that is to say, 
either with respect to the divinity itself, as devoting one's self to his service, or the oflfefidg 
some sacrifice, or the vow of privation from any luxury, etc. ; in all of which, the oath or 
vow, operates solely on the individual, withont any connexion or relation with any other per- 
son, and only afiects his own conscience, and his condact towards the Deity* NoW« u 
man is prone to rashness, and thence liable to put forth vows, which from their nature, it 
becomes either impossible, or extremely inconvenient for him to perform, a mode of release 
has been instituted by the rabbis, whereby the persons jnay be absolved, on declaring the 
particulars of their vows before three rabbis, or respect^le persons, and expressing their 
contrition on that account ; when they have the power of absolution, according to certain 
regulations laid down in the Talmud, founded on the like power given to the husband and 
father, Num. xlii. The formula here recited, has been instituted to provide against the 
consequence of such vows, which a man may rashly take in the course of the year, and 
Which he may neglect, forget, or find it impossible to perform ; and which he may have 
forgotten to bare regularly absolved, according to the established regulations ; and, ifc musl 
be remarked, that three rabbis are at the reading desk at the time this formula is 
chaunted by the reader for that very purpose. 

' liaw, it is evident that, notwitbsiandiDg all the malicious interpretations given to this 

passage b/ the enemioa of the Jews, nothing in this absolution can operate on any oath 

jyeadJng between man and man { on t^e eontraxy, it U «n ex^gies^^^ c>Qvv\m^vi\> Sn \}ca T«I- 
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IbUowing manner. The Chi^ Rabbi, accompanied by two Other rabbifl, «i« 
pead the reading de§k, and say, ^ With the cognizance of the Omnipresent, and 
the congregation of the celestial and terrestrial assemblies, we declare it permitted 
to pray with transgressors.' The Chazan^ with a solemn tremulous voice, then 
says, ^ All vows, obligations, oaths, or anathemas, whether termed — (here follow 
^rms of corrupt Chaldee, difficult to be translated) — or otherwise, which wo 
shall have avowed, sworn, devoted, or bound ourselves to, from this day of 
atonement until the next day of atonement (whose arrival we hope for in 
happiness) we repent, aforehand, of them all — they shall all be deemed absolved^ 
forgiven, annulled, void, and made of no effect — they shall not be binding, nor 
have any power — the vows shall not be reckoned vows, nor the oaths considered 
as oaths.' The Chazan repeats it three times, to which the congregation respond 
three times, ' And it shall be forgiven to the whole congregation of the children 
of Israel, and to the stranger who sojourneth among them; for all the people 
act ignorantly,' Num. xv. 26. 

. The service continues for about three hours, when the congregation retire to 
their homes. Some continue in the synagogue all night, praying, reading the 
psalms, etc. 

' The following morning, i.e., the morning of the Day of Atonement, the service 
commences about six o'clock, and continues all day until the evening. The Shaclirith^ 
or morning service, consists of prayers, supplications, etc., adapted for the day; 
hear the end of which the Law is taken out, and read, as on the Sabbath, to la,^^ 
persons. Tlie portion is Lev. xvi. To the Maphiir is read Num. xxix. 7-11 \ 
fmd the portion from the prophets is Isa. Ivii. 14, to Iviii. After a few more 
prayers, the Shachrith is over, having lasted, without the least intermission, about 
six hours. 

. The Musaph is next rehearsed — making mention of the additional sacrifice of 
the day ^Num. xxix. 7), together with supplications to the Almighty to seal 
them to life. Near its close, the blessing of the Cohanim is pronounced, and is 
performed in the following manner : — A silver basin and jug, with water, are 
brought into the synagogue, which one present takes, and pours over the hands 
of each of the Cohanim, and gives them a towel wherewith to dry the hands. This 
being over, they walk up and stand in a row in front of the Ark, enveloping their 
heads and faces in tbeir Talithim^ turning to the congregation, they repeat the 
blessing, as recorded in Numb. vi. 23-27. 

The Musaph being finished — which generally lasts till about four o'clock, they 
begin the Minchah — when the Law is taken out, as on the Sabbath, and read to 
three persons. The portion is Lev. xviii. The last of the three is the Maphiir^ 
who reads the portion from the prophets, which is the whole book of Jonah. 
Several prayers are added, and these end the afternoon service. 
. Next follows the Nengilah, already adverted to, which is considered the great 
conclusion prayer. It lasts till after sunset, when the Shophar is blown, as a 
signal that the duties of the day are over — the whole closing with the wordSf 
• S^ext year we shall be in Jerusalem.' To this other prayers are added, which 
last about half-an-hour The festival is then concluded — after their having fasted 
from twenty-four to twenty-six hours ; and having continued in the exercise of 
their service upwards of twelve hours without the least intermission. 
^ Every Jew who has the least feeling of Judaism, attends the synagogue on 
the Day of Atonement. Hundreds on that day join the service, who are never 
seen there on any other occasion throughout the year. Consequently, the syna- 
gogues are too small to contain the worshippers ; especially as no one is allowed 
to enter except seatholders. To meet this deficiency, the London Jews fit up 

mud, that * oaths can only be dissolved which a man may make to bind his own person, 
but those that relnte to him and his neighbonr, cannot be dissolved without the conotnrence 
of the other party.' Mach less can this affect an oath administered in a court of justice ; 
for even the rabbinical code of law depends very considerably upon the evidence of an oath, 
said that in a degree superior and more decisive than any other code. Aw^ ^«Ck^^XM!wfisfC«^ 
of this formula bein^ ahlo to dissolve such oaths, would then \» ft\x\wftifj«^ ot ^^ijjwdA^''^^ 
piUar in tbeir jadicial courts the supposition of which ia imposaWAe* — David Leoy. 
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the Free School in Bell Lane, Tvhere a vast nnmber congregate, and compose a 
medley audience of Jews from all parts of Europe. As far as We could jodgo, 
there were above two thousand persons present on the last Day of Atonement ; 
and a more interesting spectacle we never witnessed. 

• Leather shoes, or anything made of cair» skin, are not allowed to be worn on 
this day, in sad remembrance, we are told, of the golden calf worshipped by thehr 
forefathers, Ex. xxxii. Consequently, the majority wear cloth boots or shoes, 
whilst those who are not so provided, go with only stockings on their feet. 
Neither are they allowed to adorn themselves with any gold ornaments, in re- 
membrance of the material of which the above-mentioned calf was made. 



THE SYNAGOGUES OF THE JEWS. 

■ [Abridged and Translated from the Biblical Dictionary of Dr George Benedict Winer.] 

Synagogues were the religious meeting-places of the Jews in the times which 
succeeded the captivity. Tradition maintained their very early origin ; and the 
Targums carry them up even to the age of the patriarchs. In proof of their 
high antiquity, they relied partly on Deuteronomy xxxi. 11-13, (on the ground 
that the reading of the law is the principal part of the synagogue-worship I) and 
partly on Psalm Ixxiv. 8. The first of these arguments needs no confutation. 
The expression employed in the above-mentioned psalm is ambiguous ; and 
after all, the question remains whether this whole psalm was composed before 
the captivity. The needfulness of religious meeting-houses for social worship 
without the service of the altar, must first have become perceptible to the Jews 
when in bondage, far from the Holy Land and the legal sanctuary ; and hence 
the synagogues may have originated in that eventful period, and afterwards 
have been transplanted into the mother country. In the time of our Lord, at 
least one synagogue existed in every town of moderate size in Palestine ; for 
example, in Nazareth, in Capernaum, as also in those towns of Syria, Asia 
Minor, and Greece, in which Jews had settled. Larger towns had more of them ; 
and in Jerusalem itself, four hundred and eighty, or at least four hundred and 
sixty were found. Different from the synagogues were the proseuchae, that is, 
places of prayer, oratories, which were without the towns, and generally in the 
neighbourhood of flowing waters, (the Jews being went to wash themselves 
before prayer,) in open places, and often without roof.* The name, however, 
is likewise used by Josephus and Philo for synagogues properly so called. The 
erection and support of the synagogues (which were sometimes without, but 
more commonly within the towns, and in the most beautiful and elevated situa- 
tions) devolved naturally upon the community ; yet both were sometimes 
undertaken by private persons, and these, occasionally, heathens. The Jews 
entertained high ideas of the sanctity of these buildings. They assembled there 
(the women occupying separate seats) on Sabbaths, feast-days, and, in later 
times, on the second and fifth days of the week, for social prayer and hearing 
sections of the Scripture, from the law, the prophets, and some other books of 
the Old Testament. These were read out by one of the congregation, (accord- 
ing to Philo, by one of the priests or elders,) and freely interpreted for edifi- 
cation. The reader and the interpreter were, however, different persons. 
When one of the priests had pronounced the benediction, to which the congre- 

* * These Jewish proseucJm were places for social prayer and devotion without those towns 
where the Jews were unable, or not permitted, to have a synagogue ; and were usually 
near a river, or the sea shore, for the convenience of ablution ; see Jos. Ant. xiv. 10, 28. 
Sometimes the prosenchse was a large building, as at Tiberias ; Jos. Vit., 54. But often 
it appears not to have been a building^ and was probably some retired place in the open 
air, or in a grove, appropriated to this purpose. So Tertulian speaks of the * orations litorales,' 
(the prayers by the shore) of the Jews, ad Nationes, c. 18; also de Jejuniis, c 16; 
Jadaicum certe jejaniam ubiqne celebratar, qnnm omissis templTS, per omne Uius quoctmquet 
in aperto aliquando jam precem ad coelnm mittunt.' Comp. Juv. Sat. iii. 11 seq. Wetstein 

In N. T, L p. 692. Jahn 845.' Robinson's Greek and English Lexicon of the Now 

Testament. 
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gation said 'Amen,* the assembly was dismissed. The office-bearers in the 
synagogue were : Ist, The overseer or president, who had the direction of the 
who^ serrice of the synagogue, and watched over the order of the assemblies. 
2d, The elders, who seem to have formed a college of councillors under 
the superintendence of the overseer. 8d, The legate or messenger of the 
assembly, who regularly officiated in the congregation as the offerer of prayer ; 
but who was, besides, employed as the secretarv and the messenger of the 
synagogue. 4th, The attendant or ' minister,* who made ready the books for 
public reading, attended to the cleanliness of the room, opened and closed the 
synagogue. To these was perhaps added an almsgathercr ; as Matthew vi. 2, 
cannot well be understood of open almsgiving, x ct we must not carry up to 
the time of our Lord all the directions in the Gemara and the rabbinical 
writings respecting the synagogue. For example, its interior decoration was 
certainly simpler in ancient times. In Matt, xxiii. 6, and James ii. 3, we 
find mention made only of seats; the first, that is those of the first row, 
^PuroxaM^iah were occupied by the scribes. Yet the reader may even then 
have had a pulpit for himself; and a press for keeping the sacred books could 
not well be wanting. We must add that certain punishments were infiicted in 
the synagogue ; to wit, that of scourging. The fact cannot be denied after 
passages so explicit as those referred to ; but writers have for the most part 
gone very superficially to work in elucidating it from the Talmud, and the 
modems have merely transcribed Lightfoot. From the New Testament it 
appears indubitable that heretics and apostates among the Jews were scourged 
in the synagogues ; and this cannot of itself seem strange. The principal work 
on the synagogues is, Campeg, Yitringa, de Synagogd. Yeterum. Franeck, 
1696. See also Fr. Burmaun, Exercit. acad. II. p. 3 seq. Reland Ant. sacr. 
1, 10. Carpazov. Appar. p. 807, seq. Jahn HI. 280, ^c^Weekly Christian 
Teacher. 
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SCOTTISH SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS. 

HOME PROCEEDINGS. 

Lbotubbs, Sbbmons, and Mbetinos in Connection with thb Sgotxish Socibtt 

70n thb contbbsion ov israel. 

Dmto. PUuM. Nature of Sendee. Speakers. 

1855. 

Aug. 1. Copar-Fife (Boston U. P. Ch.), Public MeeUng, {^®H^nairwn.^*^ *°^ ^' 

" 1. Kfrkcndbright (U. P. Ch.), . . Lecture, . . Mr Salkinson. 

" 2. Newport (Cong. Chapel), . . Lecture, . . Rev. T. Henderson. 

** 2. Gatebonse (U. P. Ch.)t • . . Lecture, . . Mr Salkinson. 

** 5. Whithorn do., . . • Sermon, . . ** 

" 6. Wigtown do., . . . Sermon, . . " 

** 5. Creetown da, . . . Sermon, . . " 

•* 6. Sanquhar (South U. P. Ch.), , Sermon, . . Rev. T. Henderson. 

" 5. Do. (North U. P. Ch.), . Sermon, . . " 

*• 5. Milnathort (U. P. Ch.), , . . Sermon, . . Rev. Dr Philip. 

" 6. Kinross (Ist U. P. Ch.), . . . Sermon, . . ** 

" 7. Creetown (U. P. Ch.), . . . Lecture, . . Mr Salkinson. 

. « 7. LesUe (U. P. Ch.), Lecture, . . Rev. Dr Philip. 

•* 8. Kettle do., Lecture, . . " 

" 8. Wigtown do., Lecture, . . Mr Salkinson. 

" 9. Garlieston (Cong. Chapel), . . Lecture, . . '* 

« 9. Freuchie (U. P. Ch.), .... Lecture, . . Rev. Dr PhiUp. 

*' 10. WhiUiom do., .... Lecture, . . Mr Salkinson. 

•• 12. Port William do., .... Sermon, . . " 

** 12. Helensburgh (Cong. Chape)), . Sermon, . . Ile^.Dt^VAv^. 

" 12. Do. (U. P. Cb.X . . . Sermon, . . *^ 
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Wfltiirbeok (U. P. Ofa.), . . . Sermoti, 

Eccleftohan do.« . . . Sermon, 

Port William do., . . . Lecture, 

Newton-Stewart do.^ . . . Lecture, 

Glenluoa do., . . « Lecture, 

Girvan do., . . . Sermon, 

Kilwinning do., . . . Sermon, 

Irvine (East U. P. Ch.), . . . Sermon, 

Do. (Relief Ch.), ..... Sermon, 

Girvan (U. P. Ch.), .... T^ecture, 

Maybole do., .... Lecture, 

Stranraer (Bellevilla U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 

Do. (Ivy Place U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 

Do. (Free Ch.), .... Sermon, 

Dairy (U. P. Ch.), ..... Sermon, 
Saltcoats (Countess St. U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 

Stranraer (Bridge St. U. P. Ch.), Lecture, 



Speakers. 

Hev. John Inglis. 
II 

Mr SalkinsOD. 
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IC 

Rev. Dt Philip. 
II 

{'. 

Mr Salklnson. 
11 

II 

It 

II 

Bev. Dr Philip. 
II 

Mr Stlkinioii. 
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FBEE CHURCH JEWISH MISSION. 

COKSTANTIKOFLB. — WaB AKD THH 

JjBWS.— rTbe following interesting facts 
from Constantinople show how, amid the de- 
solations of war, new doors are opening for 
fhe gospel. The first effect of the war was to 
produce a heavy drain of the Jews in the 
metropolis of Turkey to the Crimea. They 
were attracted to the scat of war, as pedlers 
and camp followers, in the hope of gain. To 
such an extent did this emigration set in, 
that our missionaries in Constantineple 
began to fear that their sphere of labour 
amid the Jews of that city would be greatly 
narrowed, if not altogether closed. But 
God has overruled the war, so that it is now 
rather enlarging the field of our missionaries, 
aihd promising greater good to the seed or 
Israel. The town of Eertch in the Black 
Sea was taken by the allies, and set on fire, 
and a large body of Jewp, partly to enjoy 
greater protection to their lives and property, 
and partly to escape from the rule of Russia, 
have come to Constantinople, and. of course 
are accessible by our missionaries. .They 
appear to bo a superior class of men, as 
compared with theb brethren in Constanti- 
nople; exempt from the vices which stain 
the latter, and more likely to profit by the 
gospel. May it turn out that in fleeing to 
this city to save the life of the body, these 
Jews have found the life of the soul ! The 
particulars are given in the following letter, 
of July 28th, from the Rev. Mr Eoenig to 
Rev. Dr Brown :— 

You are aware, that since the beginning 
of the war we have been greatly embarrassed 
in our aggressive operations by th^ removal 
of large numbers of Jews to .the scene of 
action; and though we have never ceased 
to make known our complaints to the Lord, 
jret there wa» no reasonable prospect of a 
change of matters tiii the troubled waUrs 



should bd hushed again into sflence. H(nf<* 
ever, God often answers prayer in ft way 
which we do not and oouki not antidpitflf 
and the same salt, which, aceordiog to iti 
nattiral qualities, makes iha water niipak* 
table, becomes, in bis almigbty hand, i 
means of removing its bitter tostO) and 
making it fit for use. Thus it has bcMsn ib 
our case, for the same war, which has 
removed many hundreds of Jews from us, 
has lately brought about six hundred of the 
lost sheep of Israel to us, from a quarter 
from which in times of peace they can only 
by stealth make their escape. 

When the city of Eertch was captured 
by the allies, and the Russian and Tartar 
population fled into the interior jof ^ 
country, the Jewish community sent a 
deputation to the French Commander to 
request his protection for their person* tlid 
their property. Circumstances were sadb, 
that he could not grant their request, but 
offered, in case they should wish to iMttf 
Eertch, to send them to any plaoe which 
they might propose. The town Was at that 
time already on fire, there was little, if any, 
prospect of saving their property, and, 
impelled by a sort of happy iAstinot, the/ 
requested to be sent to Con8tBntinot>le. A 
few days after they arrived here, nbont a 
hundred and fifty fkmiiiesy with the ftw 
articles . thoy had been able to tfaT6. The 
Turkish Government accommodated th6m 
in a large building, wliich has long sirred as 
a sort of poor-house, in the outskirts of Pell, 
and gave them an allowance of three piastres 
a-day each, until a permanent afratigenranl 
could be effected, or they would be aUe to 
support, themselves. Many of tbtm ftel 
tempted to. avail themselves of an oflbt mide 
by the French authorities to send them to 
Algiers, but I have dona wbftt wfll in Ay 
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ffiadaring digpodfion, at it it avidaol 

will ba an aaay mattar for tham to 
in thamaalfaa nepaotably* and that 
jf in Gonatantinopla. All of tham, 
he exception of a yarj fsw> ara me- 
} ; and wages heing very high here at 
i, thej will have no difficulty to earn 
read. Their exterior shows that very 
among them have formerly been in 
jfiumatancea, but now they have lost 
iIL Nevarthelaas, they cxpresa the 
it aatisTaotion with the escapo which 
ife mada out of the clawa of the 
a bear, and aome yonng men told ma 
it ibr this the? would very aoou have 
ompelled to join the army. 
V rmbbi, who has fitted up a tempor- 
ice of worship in the building, is a 

intelligent, and open man, and ready 
ff into religious conversation, — a man 
HBy if grace and wisdom were given, 
ra good might be done. Mr Tomory 
ad fineqnent and most interesting 
Bwa both with this rabbi and many 

other Kertoh Jews, and has even 
id a promise of a visit from the 
• I was greatly stmck with tho 
ice of these Jews from most of those 

whom wa are labouring here. The 
•taee that our Polish Jews are 
ha independent of every rabbinical, 
any also of civil authority, in oombi^ 

with the dreadful sooial habits and 
if this place, brings them very aoon 

te ft most degraded condition in 
e and habita of life; and thus the 
tiea of the missionariea are tenfold 
lad, whilst the respectable exterior of 
f the Kertoh Jews, and the respectfhl 
r in which they receive us, are evi- 
. of the benefits which they receive 
a regnlar civil oi^anisation, even 
I it be under Bussian rute. Many of 
have fbund abundant work already, 
tibey should stay with us, as I hope, 
Jl not only have a very interesting 
g fer our efforts among the adults, but 
beol will probably receive a consider- 
soeasion to its nnmbers. There may 
irards of 150 children among them. 
flainly ought to give thanks to Him 
udieth the wrath of man to praise him, 
ka courage, and pray that this plaoe 
liOOiDa a true Goshen to them, and 
vine ordinances, to which they never 
Dceis before, be made wells of living 
to the MTiDg of their souls. 

BRITISH SOCIETY. 
lOTIMiip.— During this month I hAva 
nQMal opportunities of preaching the 
inf Christ to a great number of Polish 
with whom our city is comparatively 
idt Ibey oome hither to embark for 
u, to whhb country a great number of 



them are emiigrating at the present memeBt; 
and as -some of them remain here for a wedk 
or so, it affords me ample aeope to bring 
before their mindi the tmth at it is in Jetua, 
of whioh most of them are quite ignorant*^ 
and seme of them eonfesaed to me that this 
was the first time that they ever heard the 
sound of the gospel. I have distributed ten 
Testaments and three Bibles, which were 
thankfully accepted by them. 

There are two soldiers with me, tx>tli of 
whom have been wounded before Sebastopof, 
and who, I have no hesitation in aayuig>, 
have found Jesus Christ as their Saviour, and 
will be baptised as soon as I shall consider 

them fit for it Mr W , who was 

wounded in the battle of Inkermann, and 
who has been with me almost daily sinoe 
April last, told me, the other day, that when 
I first told him that we were all sinners, and 
that it was absolutely necessary to salvation 
that we should be bom again, he did not 
know what to make of me and my religion. 
He said, ' I thought my being a Jew by birth 
was quite sufficient to take me to heaven ) 
but since I have read the Bible, whieh Ton 
kindly lent me, I feel that I am a poor lost 
sinner, and that hitherto I have been satisfied 
with no religion at all. I never thought of 
my soul — all I oared for was this world; but 
now I have been convinced from the New 
Testament, as well as from my own feeling, 
that the oaro of the soul is the one thing 
needfol, and that it would be dreadfiil to 
gain the whole world at the expense of losing 
one's soul. I used to lie down and rise up 
like a beast ; but now I say, Lord, teach me 
to pray. I have heard many Jews say that 
Jesus was an imposter ; but when I read the 
New Testament I see his character so unlike 
it, that I sometimes repeat to myself thOse 
words which I have read in the Testament, 
*' never man spake like this man.*' ' 

The other soldier, Mr L. H , is stHl 

in the military hospital, where I see him 
three times a- week. He lost part of his foot^ 
with four toes; he hopes soon to be dis* 
charged, but does not know whether thi 
government will do anything for him or not* 
W is to have 250 francs annually; 

happily both of them have good trades, and 

are willing to work. \V is a sailmaker. 

and H a shoemaker, and both intena 



to make Marseilles their home. 
It was intended that R. H- 



should 



be baptised at the end of this month, but it 
has been deferred' a little longer. She 
waa taken seriously ill about three weeks 
ago, and is still in the Protestant Infirmary, 
an(^ although she is much better, is yet very 
weak. It is delightful to see the Christian 
resignation which she manifesta in her iUoesa^ 
The last time I saw her, sho told m^ ^Xa^ 
she had been ViV MfvetciX ^A.m«a \M^^rt^>vQ^. 
never did ahe feeV «o wA^sit^ «» ^^ ^2^ ^si 
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thii illoeas; she said, *The idea of death 
idways made me wretched, but now I would 
rather die than live.* 

I cannot close this without remarking, 
that in visiting a militarj hospital like the 
one in Marseilles, one can form some idea of 



the cursed system of war. It has caused me 
to shed tears when I have passed through it, 
and beheld groups of fine handsome young 
men, whose bodies have been mutilated 
before Sebastopol. 



CURRENT EVENTS AFFECTING THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 



AUSTBIA. 

Vie have been favoured with the perusal of 
an interesting private letter, describing the 
extraordinary state of the Austrian Jews, 
from which we make a few extracts : — 

* If you were to judge of the state of the 
Austriao Jews from recollections of the past, 
you would form a wrong idea not at all ap- 
plicable to the present. For although the 
equality of the Jews guaranteed by the con- 
stitution of 1849 has been abolished, yet so 
many radical changes have remained behind, 
that the present is separated from the period 
just past by a very considerable gulf. 

*The present relations are principally 
characterised by the absence of clear and 
definite laws not admitting of divers inter- 
pretations. The old laws abolished by the 
constitution have provisionally, as guiding 
principles, been re-establbhed, whilst in 
practice tbey are applied very liberally. The 
courage is wanting to set up a piece from 
the middle ages in the midst of the 19th 
century. Everything may be obtained in 
Tirtue of one law, and everything may be 
lost in virtue of another. Extremes j ar upon 
each other in the harshest manner. Thus 
one may read every week in the official 
gazette of Vienna strings of names of Jews 
who have acquired the right of citizenship, 
whilst on the other hand they are strictly 
prohibited from acquiring landed property. 
A citizen without the right of possessing a 
hand's breadth of ground ! Whilst there 
are Jews — and sometimes quite undeserving 
ones — who occupy chairs of professorships 
at universities, and fill offices of importance 
such as are scarcely found in France, Bel- 
gium, and Holland, others are excluded, on 
account of their religion, from the discharge 
of the most insignificant public office. There 
were never before so many conversions to the 
dominant church as at present ; for in the 
thorough reform of all civil and administra- 
tive relations, fit men are much sought after 
and employed. This is especially the case 
in educational matters. Education has un- 
dergone a thorough and very beneficial re- 
form. Teaching power is required ; and as 
Jews are, with inflexible persistency, ex- 
cluded from teacherships (the Jewish pro- 
feasors alluded to before date from an an- 
terior period), whilst on the other hand their 
body is rich in intelligent individuals, it en- 
saea that a disproportionate number of con- 
verted Jews are employed in the educaUonal 



department How long this proviuonal state 
will last, when and in what spirit matters 
will be arranged, nobody knows, not even 
those who are engaged in framing the laws. 
However, at all events, the present position 
of the Jews is much better than in former 
years. Imagine the delight of a Bohemian 
or Moravian Jew without a so-called "£1- 
milie.'** Do you still recollect this terrible 
word in its enture horible significancy ? Im- 
agine the happmess of a poor pedler who 
may now marry without a certificate of re- 
ligious instruction from the appointed rabies, 
without being crammed with the ten com- 
mandments and the thirteen creeds, which 
they rather consider as the inyention of a 
demon than the word of 6od.t 

*Thus the short spring of 1848 has put 
forth many a floweret.' 

The imperial government of Austria in- 
tends to grant to the Jews some privileges 
regarding their settlement in the military 
colonies at Galicia. It is also stated thai 
commercial advantages in that distant r^on 
of the empire will be allowed to them. Till 
now they were strictly forbidden either to 
settle or to carry on any commercial pursuit. 

By an imperial decree of Oct 2, 1854, 
the Jews of the Austrian empire are disquali- 
fied from acquiring large landed estates — 
Mr I. H. Bernstein, shortly before the issue 
of this decree, had commenced negotiations 
of buying one of the largest estates in Gali- 
cia ; but, prevented from accomplishing the 
intended purchase, he lost a good d^ in 
money. Nevertheless, he subscribed the large 
sum of 50,000 florins to the imperial volun- 
tary loan, in consideration of which the 
goverment confirmed his baigain.- 
Chronicle, 



* Formerly only a limited number of JewUh 
families were tolerated in Bohemia and Moravitf 
and no Jew was permitted to marry, t. e., to ea* 
tablish a new family, unless an old one became 
extinct. Very often only the first bom son WM 
allowed to marry ; the others were doomed to 
celibacy or to contract illegal marriages. This 
right of marrying was technically known by the 
name of * familie.* The first bom sons of sueh 
families were of course quite at a premium by 
parents who had marriageable daughters. 

t.No Jew or Jewess in the afore-named pro* 
vlnces was permitted to marry without first un- 
dergoing a certain examination by the appointed 
rabbi, in the presence of governmental oommis* 
sloners. Rapacious officials used this law to ex- 
tort exorbitant sums fh>m marrying coaplsf 
bcuPore they granted the required certificate.— 
Ed. J. C. 
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'*AND SO ALL ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED. 



EDUCATION IN ALEXANDRIA. 

Wb have much pleasure in giving a place to the following circular. The 
importance of the education of the young, as an auxiliary to the work of 
missions generally, has been widely felt and acknowledged. Its special 
importance in connection with Jewish missions, will appear to all that 
reflect on the peculiar position of the Hebrew community, and the great 
difficulty of obtaining access to the adult mind, so largely steeped in 
prejudice, and fenced round by bigotry or worldliness. Still, it must be 
acknowledged, that the general education of the rising race is not the 
direct and proper work of the Christian missionary. To him we may 
apply Paul's words on another subject, changing the special terms- 
Christ sends him not to teach^ but to preach the gospel. We observe that 
this view of the subject has been forcing itself on the consideration of 
American Christians, in connection with missions in India, and that some 
missionaries have been expressing the opinion that probably too much atten- 
tion has been given heretofore by ordained agents to the elementary work of 
youthful education. Be this as it may, we cannot help feeling that the 
Scottish Society has taken the right middle course in regard to the 
proposed seminary, on an enlarged basis, in Alexandria ; giving it coun- 
tenance for the connection which it has with their proper object, and the 
£icilities which it will furnish for its advancement, but declining to 
adopt it as an institution of their own, as beyond their direct and legiti- 
mate province. We follow up the resolution of the Directors by intro- 
ducing into our pages the explanatory circular which has been recently 
issued, and commending the enterprise to the countenance and support of 
our readers :— 

* As is known to many, there is at present in Alexandria no Protestant semi- 
nary where a good European education can be obtained. In consequence, the 
children of the more opulent citizens are sent to the continent of Europe to 
receive the principal part of their education, and at that period of hfe wbich 
moulds the character of manhood. 

' The agents of The Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel — the Rev. 
Dr Philip and Mr Brown— amid much difficulty, and chiefly at their own risk, 
about twelve months ago established an elementary school. That school has pro- 
gressed admirably. Instruction is conveyed in the English, Arabic, and Italian 
languages to the children of Mahometans, Greeks, and Romanists, as well as of 
poor Jews, for whose benefit the institution was mainly founded. The Old and 
New Testaments are daily read, explained, and prayed over in the hearing of the 
children of these many faiths, and hitherto without the slightest molestation. 

* The time has now come when the present school must be ^Iwsfe^ ww «w \asst^ 
comprehensjFe /bo/iflo', and be made to embrace a t\iOTO\3i^'Ei\«a^«CL<s«vx\%^^'l 
instruction. So intensely anxious are the parents for \\ift coTiim«t^>aX NK^iMi\s^ ?25 

L 
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tbeir children, with the view of thereby securing their advancement in the world, 
that they are prepared to look upon their children*s faith as quite a secondary 
matter, and to commit that to the missionaries and teachers. From the mercan- 
tile character and geographical position of Alexandria, the establishment of a fully 
equipped seminary, conducted on high-toned Christian principle, would doubtless 
convey important blessings not only to Egypt, but to the world at large. The 
children now at school are, in many instances, from the leading families of the 
city, and will in the course of a very few years take the place of their fathers in 
conducting their world-wide commerce. Argument cannot be needed to prove 
the propriety of having Egypt's future merchants under the influence of sound 
Christian principle. Meanwhile, a wide and effectual door is open. If we do 
not enter and take possession in the name of Christ, the emissaries of error will 
not be slow to embrace the golden opportunity. 

' A Jewish mission is attended with many precious advantages. ITo man is 
allowed to ply the calling of a missionary to the Mahometans ; but being identi- 
fied with the Jews, Dr Philip and Mr Brown can circulate tracts, and con* 
verse on the open streets as well as in their private dwellings. In like manner, 
the school being ostensibly Jewish, yet on a broad and unsectarian basis, there is 
no reluctance, but on the very contrary a strong desire manifested to take full 
advantage of its manifold benefits. Moreover, Dr Philip^s medical practice has 
done, and is still doing, much to make all party jealousies disappear, and to bring 
the personally relieved, with their families and friends, to the mission, and the 
seminary, as well as to the dispensary. 

^ The Scheme, if countenanced according to its pressing claims, might by and 
by embrace a female institution under the direction of Mrs Philip and Mrs 
Brown, who, from extensive experience in the mission-field, as well as education, 
are well qualified for such an ofiice. In an apartment of the seminary divine ser- 
vice will be conducted each Lord's-day, in the languages of the various peoples 
in that great city, and thereby supply a want which has long been deplored. 
That service shall be purely Protestant and strictly evangelical, on the broad 
basis of our common Christianity. 

* To make the scheme thoroughly efficient, liberal contributions are required. 
There must be suitable premises and first-class teachers. The premises must be 
properly furnished, and the teachers must he conveyed from this country, and 
from Christian institutions on the continent. The rent of premises is exceed- 
ingly high. 

' If fairly launched, and kindly aided over two or three years, the seminary in 
its many important branches would be self-sustaining, or very nearly so. For 
reasons relished in Egypt, and recognised in all countries, it is proposed to call 
the seminary — The Alexandrian College. 

* The scheme has received the commendation of many distinguished visitors at 
Alexandria, the countenance of the Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel, 
and, in the prospect of being forthwith established, several spontaneous contri- 
butions. 

* A committee has been formed in Alexandria, to watch over the interests of 
this Institution, and to correspond with the under-named Committee in Scot- 
land. 

* Committee in Alexandria, — Robert Fleming, Esq., Convener ; Henry D. 
Dickie, Jun., Esq. ; Rev. H. Philip., M.D., D.D. ; Kev. R. G. Brown; Messrs 
Tod, Rathbone & Co., Treasurers. 

' Committee in Edinburgh. — Rev. George Johnstone, D.D. ; Rev. Jonathan 
Watson ; Rev. J. Logan Aikman ; Rev. Patrick Clason, D.D. ; William Cowan, 
Esq., 15 Prince's Street ; H. D. Dickie, Esq., 19 George Street ; William James 
Duncan, Esq., National Bank; Charles Lawson, Esq., George Square; Wm. 
Leckie, Esq., Commercial Bank; John Macandrew, Jun., Esq., Regent Terrace ; 
H. D. Dickie; Esq., Convener, William Leckie, Esq., Treasurer. 

^^ Sums already deceived. — Per Rev. Dr Philip — Lady Pirie, £5 annually; 

Lieutenant Buchanan, £10 donation ; Mrs Captain Tynte, £5 do. Per H. D. 

Dickie, JEsq. — a Lad/, £10 donation; a Friend, £1 do., paid over to the 

Sheasurers m AlexaBdria. The Scottish Society {ox l\ie CoTLN^moTi ^^ Iscaj^ 
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£50 annually; C. E. Wright, Esq., Dublin, £1 do. For Bev. J. Logan 
Aikman — a Ladjr in Edinburgh, £50 donation. 

* Edinburgh, October, 1855.* 

In connection with the above, the following testimony to the hopeful pre- 
sent condition of Egypt generally, as a mission-field, and to the interesting 
character of the school in Alexandria, founded by our Society's agents, and 
now proposed to be remodelled and extended, will be read with gratifica- 
tion. It appears in the October number of the news of the churches, 
and is from a special correspondent, under date, Malta, September 4, 
1855:— 

' On a tour I lately made in the East, I visited among other places, Egjrpt, 
and was happy to find, that since a former visit I had made m 1851, there 
appears the dawn of a brit^hter day iu that long-benighted though most interest- 
ing country, and its degraded native population. 

* In 1851 there were three missionaries in the whole of Egypt, and now there 
are nine ; and one thing favourable is, that the labours of these missionaries are 
more directed to the native popuhition than was the case formerly, and there is 
a prospect of the people being pointed, in their own language, to the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world. I was interested on finding that the 
firequent communication with travellers had done much to remove estrangement 
between the inhabitants and Europeans, and that thus the way had been imper- 
ceptibly opened for the introduction of knowledge, and many had begun to speak 
the English language. 

' The friends of religion have availed themselves of these openings, and mis- 
sionary societies have directed their attention more fully to the place. The efiect 
of this has been, that four additional missionaries have been sent to Cairo, and two 
to Alexandria, when in 1851 there was not one. Two schools that have long existed 
in Cairo are still continued, and I was informed that the patriarch of the Coptic 
Church, urged on by circumstances, was making preparation for a large educa- 
tional establishment for his own community. 

' But what interested me most, in the way of education, was the school estab- 
lished at Alexandria, by the missionaries of the Scotch Society for Promoting 
Christianity among the Jews, Dr Philip and Mr Brown. The latter was absent 
on a visit to Jerusalem when I was there, and I visited the school more than once 
with Dr Philip. lie was in the habit of spending about three hours each day in 
it, and I was particularly gratified on hearing the instructions given, and taking 
a part in them myself; and seeing more than thirty pupils collected, Jews, Ma* 
hometans, and Christians, all joining in the same lessons, without distinction, and 
these in the Old and New Testaments. The middle wall of partition appeared to 
be entirely broken down, and the way in a fair state of preparation for the intro- 
duction of the gospel of peace, by which all distinctions are lost, and Christ is all 
and in all. This school, especially if it can be enlarged, as Dr Philip earnestly 
desires, may be the harbinger of great spiritual advantage in the country. The 
lessons are given in English, Italian, and Arabic. 

* Another interesting feature is, that the missionaries in Egypt, at present, are 
not under restraint as formerly, but can speak freely on the subject of the Chris- 
tian religion to either Jews or Mahometans, without exposing themselves to in- 
sult, and on some occasions will be listened to. A large portion of the community 
are lamentably ignorant, but there is reason to believe a desire for knowledge is 
increasing, and the oracles of truth are likely to form a prominent branch in the 
schools that may be established. This consideration, especially, lays the founda- 
tion for the hope that the period may not be far distant, when in this land, where 
Israel were long enslaved, and where the Saviour of Israel passed some of the days 
of his infancy, the Word of the Lord may run and be ^Vox^fii'ii^^ «OcA ^^ ^\^^vs^ 
that 38 in Christ Jesus he the theme of many a tongvxe. 
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A JEWISH CONVERT IN NAPLES. 

It was in January, 1853, that I was visited by a young man, who brought an 
introduction from the hands of Privy Councillor Dr Zimmerman, the leading 
physician of the hospital maintained under the auspices of the Protestant com- 
munity at Naples. In his note, the Doctor recommended the bearer as being 
much in need of medical assistance. On my question whether he be a Protes- 
tant, be replied in the negative, but said that he was a Jew. On my observing 
that his being one of the Jewish race would be no hinderance to his being ad- 
mitted, but that, in that case, he would have to permit my visiting him along 
with other patients in the ward, whilst making my daily rounds in my capacity 
as a minister of God, (but that in his case I would confine myself to reading the 
Old Testament,) he did not object to that arrangement, and was accordingly 
admitted. I, therefore, henceforward, saw him daily, and endeavoured to con- 
vey comfort to his soul ; though conversing with him was no easy task, in con- 
sequence of wounds in his chest and arm, and partial deafness besides. After a 
little while, I endeavoured to draw his attention to the question of the Messiah. 
What first arrested his attention, was the conviction I expressed that there were 
yet great things in store for Israel, but that their realisation depended altogether 
on the conversion of that people to their Messiah. Then it became necessary to 

?rove to him that Jesus of Nazareth was indeed that Messiah promised to Israel, 
cannot detail here the conversations I had with him almost daily, mostly of 
deepest interest, and lasting for hours in succession ; and only add, that the 
greatest impression on the mind of my Jewish friend seemed to be produced by 
the question I proffered to his consideration, viz. : whether he did not think 
that IsraePs present state of dejection and suffering must needs be a punishment 
of some great sin ; and a sin, moreover, greater than that which caused the 
Babylonian captivity : adding, that it cannot be the punishment for idolatry, 
since Israel, after their return from Babylon, have not been guilty of that par- 
ticular sin ; that the punishment at present resting upon Israel, being of so long 
duration already, must, analogous to God's dealing with his people in former 
times, be one surpassing all former sins in magnitude and depth ; and that it 
cannot be denied that their protracted sufferings commenced with the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem by the Romans, and therefore very shortly after the Jews had 
rejected Jesus, etc. These considerations made Mr B. very thoughtful ; and I 

. "Was particularly pleased to observe the seriousness with which he now commenced 
examining the Old Testament for himself, and the openness with which he 
stated all his objections and difficulties. I saw that he did not say things merely 
to please me, but on the contrary, that his heart was deeply moved and interested 
in the question ; and I learned from the nurse in charge of the ward, that Mr B. 
frequently struck a light at night, spending great part of it in reading the Bible. 
Thus I found him every morning ready with some fresh difficulty or objec- 
tion, evidently called forth by a previous searching in Scripture, but stated with 
great simplicity and clearness, and testifying a serious desire after truth. His 
principal difficulty was the Messiah as I represented him to be — as the Son of God, 
and yet given up, and dying on the cross for the sins of mankind. The first 
point (the sonship) I endeavoured to explain, by showing that, according to the 
Old Testament, the Messiah was to be not only a prophet, but a king and pro- 
phet at once (after the order of Melchizedek, Psalm ex.) ; whilst yet in Israel, 
no one could be priest and king at the same time, because God alone is the 
rightful king in Israel ; hence, if Messiah was to be (of which there can be no 
doubt) king, he must needs also be God. In short, after about six weeks, his 
understanding, his reason was quite convinced, without, however, the heart, or 
the inner man being convinced or converted — born anew. He himself felt this, 
and said to me, * I can offer no more objections, but yet I do not believe ; I feel 
I am not conquered by all you have told me.' I replied that I found all this 
very natural, because faith in the Messiah cannot be conveyed from one man to 
another by means of mere understanding, but that it requires the workings of 
God*8 Spirit ; that if it were possible for any man to be brought, simply through 

the exertions of another man, to believe in the Messiah, it would amount to an 
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evidence that this faith is not a right faith, because it was not of God, but of 
man : addin^y, that his very inability to believe at once must be considered by 
him as an evidence of the truth, and a further call to him earnestly to desire to 
comprehend the divine nature of the true faith, and to turn in prayer to God, 
who alone can open the heart. For some time I had introduced the New Tes- 
tament, in the first instance to compare it with the Old ; gradually we came to 
use it as a means of edification, and as a light in our inquiries. Already the 
faithful Shepherd had found his sheep, and now began to tend and bear it ; our 
dear brother had begun to taste the good Word of God. Nevertheless th§ 
struggle continued in him, and was the more severe, as he was determined to put 
an end to it one way or other. In the midst of these difficulties, he conceived 
the idea of writing to Dr Zimmerman, who enjoyed his full confidence, to ask 
his advice whether he was to remain a Jew, or oe baptized and become a Chris- 
tian. (I am still in possession of this very remarkable letter;) yet before deliver- 
ing it, ho came to speak to me about it. Of course I begged him in this impor- 
tant matter, on which depended his souPs salvation, not to depend on any man, 
but on God's guidance. I urged him to continue in prayer and searching the 
Scripture, and also prayed with him myself. 

In the course of time he made the acquaintance of other Christian firiends, 
one of whom (Count Pourtale) frequently conversed with him, and urged him 
earnestly to delay no longer, but to be baptized. I abstained from urging him 
in this respect, but told him that, in the first instance, I had no anxiety about 
his baptism, but rather that his heart be converted to God, however important 
I considered the sacrament itself, as a means of establishing and strengthening 
the faith conceived in the heart. 

Meanwhile his recovery, though not complete, had yet proceeded so far that 
it was quite requisite to think of his departure ; and then a struggle of an oppo- 
rate nature arose in his mind. More and more he felt the necessity of confessing 
Christ and receiving baptism, but yet he wanted courage to take that step, as 
he was about to return to his home, and shrunk from paming his aged parents 
by appearing before them as a baptized Christian. And now I felt bound to 
speak to him in a different strain ; for the more, on the one hand, I had warned 
him of unnecessary haste, yet, on the other, I pointed out to him the danger of 
delay, arising from reasons which, however natural, would still not be admis- 
sible in the sight of God. However, I urged him no further, except by pointing 
out to him that, if he delayed confessing Christ for this reason only, he would be 
grieving his God and Saviour, who had revealed to him the light of the know- 
ledge of his name. He felt the sinfulness of delay, but confessed, at the same 
time, that he had not the strength to bring that sacrifice. I could say nothing 
in reference to this, except reminding him of the danger which his soul must 
incur by his going among his kindred again, without having partaken of the seal 
of his faith ; how he would be tempted to deny his Master before men, and in 
the end be denied by him. There was nothing left but to recommend him to 
the mercy of the Lord, and leave him to go his way. And thus he left, went to 
Rome, fell ill there again, and was tended for some time in one of the hospitals. 
From thence he wrote to mo, expressing his regret at not having followed my 
advice, and asking further counsel from me. I immediately replied, but this 
letter, unfortunately, never reached him ; and thus he left Rome, and returned 
to his home. 

A year passed, and I knew nothing more of him, when, one day in May, last 
year, he suddenly entered my room, and said : ^ Here I am, very anxious to 
receive baptism ;* adding that, on his return to his home, he found his mother 
had already departed this life, whilst his father had died shortly after his arrival, 
not without entirely disinheriting his son, on account of the profession of Christ 
which he was enabled to make before him in all boldness and decision ; that 
being thrown on his own resources, he had obtained employment, and thereby 
saved sufficient to defray his return to Naples ; that on the way he twice fell ill, 

and at last succeeded in reaching this place after many difficulties 

I was deeply touched at the thought that he should have under^oti^ «\\.\K\^ ^x^^ 
for the sake of profesmg Christ, as there was nothing e\B^ \)aaX ^oviJA \xw^ >s^* 
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duced him to do so. We now resamed our daily conversations ; and in order to 
have the advice of others, also, in this matter, I requested other Christian breth- 
ren to converse with him ; and after some intercourse, they agreed in declaring 
that they considered him to be a believing and earnest Christian. And then I 
could no lona[er resist his earnest desire, yea, loncring, after baptism. 

The day of his baptism I shall never forget. The Sunday previous to it I had 
given notice that the baptism would take place that day week, and onr place of 
worship was well filled, the solemn act itself producing the deepest impression on 
most of those present, especially the moment when he repeated the apostolical 
creed, which he did, manifesting the deepest emotions, whilst he replied to the 
questions put to him, not with a mere affirmative, but at length and in full, as it 
was given him by the Spirit. He has had many trials to pass through suice, 
augmented by his increasing infirmity (deafness), but he b cheerful in hope, 
serving the Lord, and growing in grace. — Jewish Herald, 
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Sermon, 



9. Forres (U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 



Sermon, 
An. Meet. Aux 
Lecture, . 
Lecture, . 
Lecture, • 
Sermon, . 
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16. Huntly (U. P. Ch.), .... 

16. Do. (Cong. Ch.), Sermon, 

16. Iiiverurj (Cong. Ch.^, .... Sermon, 

16. Craigdara (U. P. Ch.), . , . . Sermon, 

16. Old Meldrum (U. P. Ch.), . . Sermon, 

16. Tough (U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 

16. Leith-Lurasden (U. P. Ch.), . . Sermon, 

16. Ellon (U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 

17. Leith-Lumsden (U. P. Ch.), . . Lecture, 

18. Laurencekirk (U. P. Ch.) . . . Lecture, 

18. Rhynie (Congreg. Ch.), .... Lecture, 

19. Inverury (Congreg. Ch.), . . . Lecture, 

19. Woodside (Congreg. Ch.), . . . Lecture, 

20. Insch, » . . Lecture, 

23. Duncanston (Congreg. Ch.), . . Sermon, 

23. Rhynie (Congreg. Ch.), .... Sermon, 

23. Aberdeen (George St. U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 

23. Do. (BelraontSt. U. P. Ch), . Sermon, 

23. Do. (St Paul St. U. P. Ch.), . Sermon, 

23. Do. (George St. Cong. Ch.), . Sermon, 

23. Do. (St Nicholas-lane U.P.Ch.) , Sermon, 

23. Do. (Albion St. Miss. Ch.), . Sermon, 

2S, StewartBeld (U. P. Ch.). . . . Sermon, 
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Aberdeen (Albion St. Ch.), . . Lecture, 

Woodside (Cong. Ch.), .... Lecture, 

Larkhall (U. P. Ch.) .... Sermon, 

Stonehouse (U. P. Cb.), . . . Sermon, 

Dalkeitb (East U. P. Ch.), . . Sermon, 

Do. (Bank St. U. P. Ch.), . Sermon, 

Aberdeen (Charlotte-st. U. P. Ch.), Sermon, 

Woodside (Cong. Cb.), .... Sermon, 



Speakers. 
Mr Salkinson. 
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Rev. T. Henderson. 
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Rev. Dr Philip. 

Mr Salkinson. 
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The following warm-hearted letter from a 
minister's wife in the remote north, addressed 
to the President of the Society, deserves a 
place for its spirit and its encouraging facts : 

* Deab Sia, — We read with much plea- 
sure your interesting periodical, Friend of 
Israel. For a long time I have felt an 
especial interest in the object of the Society 
to which you belong, so much so as to keep 
a " Missionary Box for the Jews " in the 
&mily. It was little I could do, but that 
little was cheerfully done ; what I gathered 
was given to the Free Church Jewish Mis- 
sion in the absence of any effort by our own 
Church. Now that there is a society for the 
special object, I will endeavour to do all in 
my power to forward the noble, the glorious 
object. But our people have to be taught 
their duty on this head. 

* Last week we had the pleasure of listening 
to lectures by Mr Love on the Holy Land ; 
just after the Rrst lecture, two individuals 
came to me with half-a-crown each for the 
Jetosj saying, it was a thank-offering for a 
good fishing, and they wished mc to put it in 
xny Jewish missionary box. I hasten to 
forward it and other five shillings from my- 
self. Oh sir, could I by a wish forward the 
conversion of God's ancient people, that 
should not be a wan ting, but well I know 
that " God will be inquired of for this " by 
His own people. It is good for us that we 
are taught to pray for ourselves and others, 
else we would become selfish and careless 
about our soul's salvation. With the most 
earnest wishes for the prosperity of the 
society with which you arc connected,' etc. 



ABERDEEN. 

Scottish Society for thb Conver- 
sion OP Israel. — On Sabbath last, ser- 
mons, in connection with this society, were 
preached by the Rev. Dr Philip, missionary 
from Alexandria, in Egypt, and the Rev. J. 
Salkinson, (also missionary agent of the so- 
ciety), in the United Presbyterian Churches, 
George Street, Belmont Street, St Nicholas 
Lane, and St Paul Street ; also, in George 
Street, Congregational Chapel, and Albion 
Street Mission Chapel ; and, on Monday 
evening, a public meeting was held in George 
Street Congregational Chapel — the Rev, D. 
Arthur in the chair. After prayer hy the 



Rev. J. C. Brown, the chairman delivered 
an appropriate introductory address; and, 
having expres$ed a cordial welcome to the 
deputation, called upon the Rev. Thomas 
Henderson, secretary, to address the meeting. 
Mr H. stated that the income of the society, 
for last year, was about £1200 — that the 
society's foreign operations were continued 
at Hamburgh, Algiers, and Alexandria,— 
that, at the two latter stations, the mission- 
aries were engaged in preaching the gospel 
in German ; and, at the last named station, 
in Eno^lish ; also, in Algiers, in addition to 
Mr Weiss, Mr Campazzi, a convert from 
popery^ and formerly a priest, was labouring 
with considerable success in the distribution 
of the Scriptures and tracts among the 
Spanish population. Rev. ]Mr Salkinson 
spoke of the peculiar difficulties attending 
efforts for the conversion of Israel, and gave 
some interesting details of his own experience 
as a missionary to that people. The Rev. Dr 
Edersheim then addressed the meeting in an 
interesting manner, on the claims of the 
Jews, arising from their past history, their 
present condition, and the prophetic inten- 
tions regarding them. The Rev. Dr Philip 
gave a brief view of his own experience, in 
connection with Jewish Missions for the 
last fifteen years, in Europe and Africa, from 
which it appeared that successful efforts had 
been made, not only in removing prejudices 
of the Jews against Christianity, and intro- 
ducing the gospel among them, but also in 
the promotion of Christianity among others 
in various parts of the world. The Rev. Mr 
Dickie, in proposing thanks to the deputa- 
tion, spoke of the increased interest evinced 
by many in Aberdeen, in the society's great 
object. The Rev. T. Henderson, in acknow- 
ledging the kindness of the chairman and 
meeting, suggested the propriety of forming 
an auxiliary to the parent society, similar to 
those existing in Perth, Elgin, and other 
towns, whereby permanency of income might 
be secured. It was thereafter cordially 
agreed that the chairman and other ministers 
of the city, present, should be requested to 
take such steps as they might deem neces* 
sary for the formation of an association here 
in connection with the parent society. The 
proceedings were thetv c\o%tdi, Xi'j xNx^k'^e^. 
A. Dickie ptonoxxtimg X.Xi'ft \i«QR,^OL\wv>»— 
Aberckm Free Press, Sept. ^^, 
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FOREIGN. 



ALGIERS. 
The following letter from the Rev.B. Wbisb 
will be read with great interest. The 
churches of the Gentiles, in seeking the weal 
of the dispersed of Israel, are often rewarded 
by ministering to the souls of their own 
strayed children : — 

Algiers, Sept. 15, 1855. 

If the variety of individuals with whom I 
have met since I wrote yon last could be sup- 
posed to possess the same interest, as does 
often a variety in controversy, and alvvays 
the happy tidings of a change of heart, then 
I should have written you ere this ; for some 
new Jews visited me, and I visited or saw in 
the streets, and spoke of Christ to a number 
of Jews hitherto strangers to me. But, 
alas ! the subject is always the same ; the 
missionary argues from the holy scriptures, 
and proves that Jesus was and is the chosen 
of the Lord for the salvation of sinners, but 
the blinded Jew argues from invented tra- 
ditions, and reject with all force the only 
source of his salvation. Among all the 
number of Jews with whom I came'in con- 
tact of late, there was scarcely one who was 
not armed with the weapon of wind which 
the rabbis now put into their hands ; young 
and old, ignorant and instructed, all say that 
these are now the last times ; that according 
to their traditions, great wars, diseases, and 
dearth must precede the coming of the Mes- 
siah and the last day, (true enough for Chris- 
tians, but false in the month of an unbe- 
lieving Jew, for known reasons,) so they 
twist together the Russian war, the cholera 
in the Crimea and Italy, and the dearth, 
and their (the Jewish) consequent destitution 
that exists here now, and thus make out 
their signs of the times, the approach of the 
last day, and the coming of their Messiah—- 
a fine invention of the * blind leaders of the 
blind ' to keep their victims in suspense. 

Finding myself the other day surrounded 
by a number of Jews, and having tried to 
humble them by convincing them of their 
besetting sins, and of the multiplicity of their 
national and individual iniquities, a crafty 
talmudist who joined us tried to raise their 
spirits by quoting a passage of the Talmud 
which says, * The Messiah, the Son of David, 
will not come until all Israel will be cither 
all just or all guilty ;' then he added, * Well, 
we acknowledge that we are now all guilty, 
and therefore Messiah must soon come.* 
When I asked him, supposing this fable to 
be true, what can a guilty and rebellious 
nation expect of a holy and righteous judge ? 
He said that their Messiah would not come 
to judge, cor as such, for he will only be a 
man, but that he will proclaim a general 
amnesty to all sinners for the past, and con- 
rert tbem to God for the future. what 



a mixture of truth and error, of realUj and 
perverted dream ! I said not a word to tbli, 
but opened the Bible and made anothor 
Israelite read the first two and the 18th 
verses of the third chapter of Blalachi, and 
verses 1, 2 of the next chapter ; and having 
explained it to the other Jews in Arabic, 
I asked them if this agreed with the strange 
character which their daring rabbis gavs 
to the Messiali. The only answer I recaved 



from the silenced rabbi was 



Saem 



alakcm,' and he went calmly his way, and 
so did the others. Ah, poor Israel has still 
a great reverence for the word of God, bnt 
being * blinded in part,' they cannot approadi 
its dazzling light without pain, and ibns try 
to avoid it. Unless their darkness be dis- 
persed by the light of Him who said ' Let 
there be light, and there was light,' they 
cannot appreciate the light, adopt it, or walk 
in it. When the happy time will come that 
Israel shall see that Jesus is *■ the fountain 
of life,' they will also say with David, *Ia 
thy light we shall see light.' 

On the 5th Aug., as I came to the civil 
hospital on my usual visits, and entering the 
place where three British sailors lay ill, one 
of these, a Glasgow lad, told me that the 
day before, a first mate belonging to an Eng- 
lish ship, was brought in dangerously ill, and 
that he was very anxious to see me as soon 
as I came. Accompanied by the lad men- 
tioned, I entered the little room where I 
found the man really dangerously ill, and 
another mariner belonging to the same vessel, 
who had come to see him, sat beside his bed. 
As soon as the lad told the sufferer that I 
was the missionary who visits them offcon, 
he grasped my hand with convulsive strength, 
and said, ' Blessed be God who denied me 
not the comfort of seeing a minister of the 
gospel before I die.' Seeing that the poor 
man was in great mental anguish about the 
' one thing needful,' and that he was likely 
soon to leave this harbour of sin and mortality, 
I asked him, that suppose it was the will of 
his Creator to coll him away firom this 
world, if he was prepared, in faith and hope 
in Christ, to meet a holy and just God on 
the throne of judgment? Then their fol- 
lowed a touching scene, such as I do not 
remember to have ever witnessed before ; the 
moribund began to sigh, groan, and then 
broke forth in loud and heart-rending cries 
and lamentations. He said that thongh his 
beloved and godly parents fulfilled faithfully 
their Christian duties towards him by instruc- 
tion and example, he yielded to the entice- 
ments of the children of this world, often for- 
got himself, and acted against the Lord*s holy 
will and against his own conscience; that 
therefore he dreaded now that there was no 
more pardon for him in Christ, seeing that 
liQof^Qnded ti^eic having known his duties 
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1 his God and Savloar. Often, daring 
ire confession, he exclaimed, '0, min- 

the gospel, give me Christ. What 

the whole of this miserable world 
le. All I want now is Christ — His 
ing love, His precious blood to wash 
Q my iniquities.' Then he would grasp 
id again and say, * tell me, tell me 
, is there any hope for my poor soul 
ist?' Having allowed him for a short 
> give free course to his sorrow, and 
! thought that humiliation had reached 
y dust, then I tried to lead the poor 
.* to the cross, showing to him that it 
' guilty, and repenting, and contrite 

that Christ died — that the spiritual 
f heaven can heal the deepest wounds 
the fountain opened in the house of 
pras to wash away all sin and unclean- 
^hat to repent was never too late, and 
in pardon of so gracious a Saviour 
old never dispair of. I then read a 
. of the 10th chapter of John, made 
dmarks, and then prayed ; after which 
idently revived man said, * Surely 
showed me the first token of mercy 
ing sent you here.' All that time 
ilor whom I found there, the three 
who were in the hospital, and an old 
aan who has been long there under a 
lompldnt, and who follows me always 
risits to the English sailors in order 
* me talking to them of Christ, all 
resent, and shed tears freely at the 
ng scene. As I gave some tracts to 
m I found with him, and told him to 
ite them on board the vessel, the sick 
id, * my dear friend, tell my com- 
in the name of God, in the name of a 
man, and for the sake of the salvation 
r souls, to return unto the Lord with- 
ay. . . let them not wait a moment; 
it them seek Christ and not rest until 
nd him ; for it is bitterer than death 
» have to seek him on the bed of death ;' 
eaking out again in loud lamentation 
merciful Jesus, let me die the 
jf the righteous.* Before I left him 
to promise him to supplicate the Lord 
J would graciously allow him a few 
lore for preparation for death. 
t morning I found that the Lord had 
>iir prayer, for the excruciating pain 
b the sufierer, and he looked free and 
; he w^ept still from time to time, but 
ears were no longer those of agony, 
'cre expressions of tender gratitude to 
irlasting Saviour. After prayer he 
Bf among other things, that, though 

bom and bred in England, his parents 
sd to Scotland, and had been members 
Driginal Secession Church. When, at 
nand, I told him that I was hero the 
)f the Scottish Society for the Conver- 
Israel, and that the Directors of that 



Society resided in Glasgow, he took my 
hand and said, with an ardent aSbction, *as I 
must go the way of all men, and shall hence 
not be able to express personally my grati- 
tude to them for what I owe, under God, to 
their instrumentality, promise me, sir, to 
do it for me when I am gone. O tell them 
that it pleased God to restore an agonised 
soul by the blessed instrumentality of one 
of their missionaries; convey unto them 
the most hearty thanks of a dying man, 
(here tears choked his voice for a while). 
An Englishman, yea, a Scottish presbyterian 
man: could I ever have thought to find 
a minister in this distant land to bring 
me comfort on the bed of death. A 
Glasgow Society has sent you here! wish 
them in my name all the blessings of heaven, 
and all soccess in their labours of love.' I 
promised him to do so, and owing to this 
promise I give you this narrative. After 
a few days leisure, which the Lord left him to 
strengthen the new bond of faith, love, and 
hope, the most dreadful sufferings returned, 
bnt which he bore with great patience. I 
then heard him often pray, that if it were the 
Lord's will he would take away the vital 
spark at once, and thus put an end to his 
agony, but he always added, * Not mine, 
Lord, but thy holy will be done.' To every- 
body's astonishment he kept on eleven days 
in this awful condition, while the ablest 
medical man of the hospital thought that he 
would not overlive two. On the afternoon 
of Sabbath the 19th August, I found him 
quite exhausted, and only with great diffi- 
culty he expressed the wish for a little fresh 
water, which when he took and was refreshed 
a little, he expressed his thankfulness to me 
in touching words, and then said, *I am 
now dying fast, blessed be God, I am dying 
in Jesus ;' taking my hand, for the last time, 
he said, ' pray the Lord to deliver me from 
the power of the tempter in the last struggle.' 
We prayed, and half an hour after, without 
pain or struggle, he fell asleep in his Re- 
deemer. He was an intelligent young man 
of about thirty years of age, had bis diploma 
as captain of a vessel, and fell a victim to a 
violent and apparently long neglected disease 
of the abdomen. The British vice-consul, 
who was very kind, and often visited him 
during his illness, claimed the body for 
burial, and invited the captains of two small 
vessels then in port here — his own left ten 
days before his death — to send some of their 
sailors to the funeral, but who could only 
spare one mate and seven men. Accom- 
panied by the Rev. M. Coyne, the French 
pastor, M. Campazzi, and the beadle of the 
Protestant Temple, we went to the hospital, 
and took the coffin which the sailors carried 
to the burial place. Thereon the field I read 
a chapter, addressed shortly the a\id\fi&sA^ 
and prayed, wx^ \x«i^ T^«kawi Vi >2Si%x^ ^^ 
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Lord for the marked impression that the 
scene of death and the service made ou some 
of the audience. The other three sailors 
that were then in the hospital came oat 
restored to health ; three new ones came in 
last weekf two of whom serious men, but, 
blessed be God, they are going on favourably. 
I wrote a letter to the friends of the deceased. 



ALEXANDRIA. 

Ik a letter to the Secretary, the Rev. R. G. 
Brown, referring to a donation by ladies in 
connection with Canal Street U. P. Church, 
Paisley, in aid of education in Alexan- 
dria, says: — *The friends who so kindly 
sent the box of ladies' work had a right, 
long before this time, to expect the expres- 
sion of our gratitude, which has been de- 
layed till it actually came into our hands. 

* I trust you will express to them, better 
than I can do, my appreciation of the kind- 
ness which prompted, and the industry 
which prepared this handsome gift to our 
mission. Most of all, we prize each piece 



of work as an offering to him who despiiei 
not even a cup of cold water ^ven in Ida 
name by those who have first given " their 
own selves to the Lord," in humble love and 
faith. God grant that each of those friendi 
may, when the Son of Man shall come in 
his glory, secure the sweet approval wbtdi 
his gracious lips bestowed on Mary, ** She 
hath done what she cotdd.*^ 

*I wish I could give them some interesdng 
intelligence of my work. Beg them to pray 
on in patience till the tedious toil of nuu- 
teriug the languages is finished. Tedious, 
because of my impatience to be really 
spending all my time in telling perishing 
men of the only Saviour ; and toil, though 
pleasant labour in itself, because this impa 
tience constrained me to task my brain to 
the utmost. In due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not.' 

Mr Brown, after some details regarding 
his prosecution of Arabic studies, expresses 
the hope to be able to preach in that tongoe 
in the course cf a few months. He aheadj 
expounds and prays daily m the langoage. 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

HOLLAND. 

You are aware that many of the Dutch 
ministers do not preach the gospel ; and to give 
you a specimen of this, I may just mention, 
that when visiting some parts of the south 
of Holland, I was in three towns on one day, 
and it so happened that in one of them there 
were Jive, in the second four, and in the 
third three^ reformed ministers, and not one 
of them preaches the truth as It is in Jesus. 
In all these places there is a real hunger 
after the bread of life ; and partly because of 
the interest taken in the welfare of Israel, 
but more especially because they wish to 
have an opportunity of hearing the gospel 
themselves, these Christian brethren have 
erected or arranged prayer meetings for Is- 
rael cnce a month, which are very well 
attended. The cause of Israel is neutral 
ground ; and orthodox ministers of the Dutch 
Church, who would not like to interfere with 
the parochial rights of their colleagues, now 
come to these desolated places and speak 
about Israel, whereby all those that hunger 
after the word of God are permitted and 
enabled to hear the gospel. Surely remark- 
able it is, that even now, and in this way, 
* salvation is of the Jews ;' and I fully be- 
lieve that we shall see speedily more and 
more the blessed fruits of these meetings mani> 
fested in a livelier interest taken in the con- 
version of God's ancient people 

Wherever I have been, I liave tried to form a 
amaU committee to labour amongst the Jews 
of the place ; I Lave left with them some of 



our tracts, which they were to distribotfl^ 
promising to correspond with them, and to 
visit them again as soon as posnble. la 
some places there existed committeeB fix 
Home Mission, and the Jews have beea 
added as a branch of that home miasioo. 
You know that the Kirchentag at Frankfort 
has adopted the same resolution last year, 
and the interest in Israel's conversioa ui 
decidedly increasing in Germamy, and more 
especially in Prussia. Some ministers I 
have met with are fully convinced that the 
restoration of Israel will be the great means 
for the conversion of the Gentile naUoos; 
and one of them went even so fiu as to de- 
clare, that he had only in so far a good hope 
for the church in Holland, as she would par- 
ticipate in the blessing vouchsafed unto tU 
such by the power of an Almighty God ai 
really take an interest in the wellbdni; of 
Israel, and pray for the peace of JerasslflfO. 
In one place, called Harderwyk, when tbe 
ministers are godly men, I spoke in a laiga 
room adjoining their church. They did not 
expect that many would come for lanel^ 
sake ; to their surprise, the place, contaii^ 
about 200 persons, was crowded to sofiboi- 
tion, and the ministers themselves rsgntfiad 
deeply that we had not got their commodioQi 
church. As far as the intolerable beat par- 
mitted, people were very attentive. One oU 
woman crept among the others, and akn^ 
pressed my hand heartily. I aftorwarii 
learnt that she is a saintly person, eamaatl|y 
^WOimg vtlth God for tiie advancement » 
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the place, shaking her head, kindly said, 
*Well, well, do come soon back again, we 
want to hear more of it ; I liked exceedingly 
what yen said.' I mention these little things, 
as thej are characteristic of the state of feel- 
ing here. I am convinced that if we had a 
thorooghlj trained evangelist — he would still 
more be welcome if ordained, for people en- 
tertain here a great respect for an ordained 
man — who would travel every year for seve- 
ral months over the length and breadth of 
Holland, that we could cover the country 
with a net of prayer meetings and com- 
mittees, and that every where the Christians 
wonld be ready to speak themselves to the 
Jews of the one thing needful. 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRE- 
LAND. 

HAMBUBOH. 

We have met with a serious loss in the 
decease of onr colporteur, Martens, who has 
laboured for us now above eight years — a 
faithful man such as we have seldom seen. 
The love he bore to the Bible knew no 
bounds. He read nothing else, spoke of 
nothing else, would distribute nothing else. 
At all times, and in all places, he knew but 
one theme, which filled his whole soul, and 
that was the unspeakable riches of the love 
of God in Jesus Christ. On his first 
entering our service, I promised him a weekly 
salary, but he could not bear the idea of 
being paid for distributing the word of God, 
60 we made an agreement that he should 
use as much of the money he happened to 
have in hands as he required, and should 
}>ay me the remainder. In this way has he 
laboured for above seven years, and has cost 
us very little, though he sold some thousands 
of copies of the Holy Scriptures every year. 

His stock of Bibles used to be sometimes 
confiscated by the authorities; so, leaving 
them at the police-office, he would return 
home, and pray that God would not suffer 
His own Word to be dishonoured and con- 
fiscated like contraband wares. He never 
gave over praying till he had his books all 
returned, and I never knew a case of him 
eventually losing a single Bible. When the 
magistrate sometimes sentenced him to be 
fined for selling Bibles, he would ask very 
umply whether the magistrate had a Bible 
himself, and whether he read it, and 
whether he knew anything of the con- 
straining influences of the love of God? 
When making an appeal to his conscience, 
in the homely patois of the country, the 
impression was irresistible. No one who 
ever heard poor, dear Martens make an 
appeal for his King and his God — Jesus 
Christ, the crucified one — and for the word, 
which spoke of pardon and reconciliation to 
the chief of sinners, making them children 
of God, could at all wonder that the fine 



was seldom enforced, and that the magistrate 
often, with tearful eye, bought a Bible and 
a couple of Testaments. The magistrate 
who had threatened with the stocks and the 
prison in the morning, might often have 
been seen in the afternoon grasping the 
proffered hand of the rough, but honest and 
worthy old man, and promising to read his 
Bible. 

During the wars with Holstein, poor 
Martens camo one day in great distress to 
tell mo that he could get no passport to 
enable him to travel with his Bibles. The 
Government was so often changing that he 
did not know, and no one could tell him, 
who had a right to give a passport. * Well 
Martens,* I said, * one thing appears clear, 
the people want to have Bibles, and we have 
Bibles to give them ; so we must contrive 
some means of giving them the Word of 
God.' He could see no way of carrying on the 
work without to some extent infringing on 
the rights of the civil magistrate. The end 
of the matter was, that I wrote him a pass- 
port myself, signed and sealed in due form, 
calling on all civil and military authorities 
to allow Martens to pass and return, for 
he was selling Bibles for me, and pro- 
mising to do them all as much again if they 
stood in need. With this document he 
passed unhindered through camps and vil- 
lages, selling Bibles and Testaments in 
all directions, till peace was again restored 
after a period of nearly two years. 

A movement is being made, just now, 
among Jewish Christians on the Continent, 
having for its aim the establishment of a 
Jewish Christian Church, separate from the 
Gentile Christians. The advantage which is 
held out is this — that the Jews might see 
that their brethren do not cease to be Jews 
when they believe on a Messiah already 
come. It is supposed that if the Jewish 
nationality were still retained aft«r baptism, 
it might remove some of the obstacles in the 
way of the Jews joining them. It is further 
hoped that Jewish Christians would be thus 
strengthened to greater faithfulness, and 
would enjoy more of that Christian com- 
munion, which is so necessary to growth in 
grace. That such a movement is being 
made is well worthy the attention of the 
church; though I fenr that the proposed 
advantages will not be realised. There is 
reason to fear that national pride is at the 
bottom of the movement, and that it is the 
result of that feeling, more or less participated 
in by all the Jews, which is the burden and 
the cross, and the besetting sin of real Jewish 
converts — the feeling of superiority above 
others. Now, instead of this national pride 
being crushed and subdued, it would be 
fostered by such a step, and more harm than 
good would be iVie le^wXl. "^\k^\.«^«t ^<^ 
may one day ex^Q(^\i feova ^^ <i«itE^s««^ 
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efforts of Jewish Christains, experience has 
hitherto shown that it is absolutely necessary 
for the brethren of the house of Israel to 
have some less changeable element than 
themselves with which to mix, some poles 
around which their tendrils may cling 
for support. Having giving up Judaism, 
they have parted with so much, that 
they see no reason why any of the time- 
honoured institutions of the Christian church 



should be retained, and they soon find 
themselves at sea without a rudder or com- 
pass. The want of a compass would not be 
so much in clear and fair weather; but, 
unfortunately, clouds and storms will come 
in the Christian's course as often as in the 
mariner's, and then it is unfortunate to have 
thrown away compass and chart. I fear 
that such would be the end of this move- 
ment, no matter how fairly tried. 



CURRENT EVENTS AFFECTING THE JEWISH PEOPLE. 



THB RUSSIAN NEW JERUSALEM. 

According to the Univers, from which 
these details are copied, there exists, not 
far from Moscow, a place rejoicing in the 
euphonious title of ' Voskreseenskoe.' The 
interpretation of this outlandish term is * The 
New Jerusalem;' in other words, it is a 
counterfeit of the Holy City. One of its 
chief places of attraction is a mock tomb, 
called the Saviour's sepulchre, to which 
crowds of * the pious ' continually flock for 
the purpose of offering prayers for the de- 
liverance of the real tomb. They are taught 
also to supplicate Heaven for the extermination 
of those who guard the * holy places,' and to 
invoke a like curse upon such as have betrayed 
the christian cause by becoming their allies. 

It appears that this imaginary Jerusalem 
consists of a vast temple, the site of which 
corresponds with that of Palestine, save in 
the absence of a bright sky and a glowing 
sun. The resemblance in the natural posi- 
tion is rendered perfect by immense artificial 
works so as to remove the allusion almost 
beyond the power of discovery. On one side 
of the structure is a brook, upon the banks 
of which are inscriptions, announcing that 
the pilgrim has reached Kedron, while on 
the other side is an eminence, called the 
Mount of Olives; then, on passing a spacious 
crenellated enclosure, the beholder sees be- 
fore him a grand edifice, in imitation of the 
one erected over the holy sepulchre, having 
an immense cupola, and all the accessories 
belonging to its famous prototype. The 
effect is said to be quite bewildering. This 
impression increases afler having penetrated 
into the interior, where all the details of the 
true temple are minutely copied ; where the 
sanctums, the altars, the tombs, in all their 
dimensions, and where the painting and the 
ornaments are all of the same kind as those 
at Jerusalem. In the inner sanctuary, too, 
there are the seven lamps kept continually 
burning, and so complete is the deception, 
that there is an equal degree of emotion ex- 
cited among the ignorant peasantry, as in 
the sacred grotto itself. Such is the Musco- 
vite Jerusalem. The invention of this ex- 
traordinary sham is attributed to Alexis, 
father of Peter the Great. 
And now, as to the motive for so strange 
« creation. Among the objects found upon 



the wounded Russians at Inkermann was a 
Slavonic book, well besmeared and smoke- 
scented, and purporting to be a guide to the 
above-mentioned fabric. This work dis- 
closes a secret which the ingenuity of wes- 
tern speculators has failed to worm out. It 
shows that the Czars have had another pole 
of attraction besides Constantinople; they 
have fixed their greedy gaze upon the fallen 
city of the Hebrew. In order to gain pos- 
session of the Ottoman capital, they have 
appealed to the cupidity of their subjects; 
they have pointed to the sunny south as 
their heritage ; they have depicted it as the 
' land flowing with milk and honey,' which 
they are destined to seize and inherit. Bot 
their day-dreams have not been content with 
so rich an inheritance as that. They have 
also aspired to plant their eagles on the hill 
of Zion — to see their vultures hovering with 
outstretched wings over the desecrated fime 
of Salem. To realise this grand vision, not 
only have they operated upon the baser pas- 
sions of the people ; not only have they fed 
the lust for conquest and plunder, but en- 
deavoured to excite their fanaticism — to 
awaken their religions enthusiasm. In 
short, they have preached a new crusade. 
'The empire of the Koran must be destroyed,' 
says the Czars. * The profaned and dese- 
crated lands of the East, once hallowed by 
the tread of angels, and blessed by the pres- 
ence of Divinity, must be recovered, and the 
broad highway to this sacred prize is through 
the fertile provinces of the Turk. Constan- 
tinople is the gate to Jerusalem.' 

As a remembrance of this high destiny, 
the Czars have erected in the heart of their 
empire a structure, modelled upon the 
ofl-visited church of the Nativity. They 
have styled it * Voskreseenskoe,' or *the 
New Jerusalem.' Thousands of pilgrims 
visit its shrine every year, and they are 
encouraged to perform that ' holy act,' as a 
means of impressing strongly upon their 
minds the thought of Jerusalem itself^that 
* future capital of the Orient.' The Musco- 
vite rulers teach their subjects that the 
deliverance of the desolate city must not 
remain unaccomplished. That is to be the 
supreme end of all their fond hopes, and to- 
"watd its a.\.\».Vnm«Tit no e^ecies of cunning is 
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THE TWO VALLEYS. 



§ 4. From the point now reached the stream swept strongly on its 
way, deepening and broadening as it flowed. We followed its course. 
The scene began to change, and bleak desert tracts gave place to calti- 
▼ated fields. Mach pleased, I saw on either side of the now fair 
riyer, the valley spread oat in fertile beauty, skirted by cedar-crowned 
mountains, the hills of God. ' The land of promise,' my guide whispered, 
as we wandered on amid a maze of vineyard and oliveyard and grassy 
slopea, where the flocks were feeding, and all was rejoicing and blossoming 
like the rose. At length, in the midst of this scene of loveliness, stood 
before us a fair city, throned on gentle heights, crowned with a gorgeous 
temple, and circled by the waves of the pleasant river. At one point of 
its circuit the waters thereof widened into a still and lustrous lake (the 
name of which I was told was Siloam,) issuing thence again softly, and with 
a music as of joy and peace. Here, said my guide, have dwelt many of the 
&mous saints of olden time : here, especiidly, David often walked and 
mused, and spake of the fountain of life, and the rivers of Jehovah's 
pleasure ; here Solomon, the peaceful, sang of streams from Lebanon, 
and Isaiah bade his countrymen draw water with joy from the weUs of 
salvation. This city was Salem, God's seat, where his tabernacle was 
pitched, close by the river of his grace. Happy city — ^but one hath said, 
Behold, I make all things new — and thou shalt yet see a fairer and a hap* 
pier. Meanwhile, prepare to look on a difierent prospect. 

§ 5. So saying, he led me to the summit of the range of heights which, 
rising like a huge partition-wall, divided the valley down which we had 
journeyed, from that other which sprang from the same great plain where 
I had originally found myself. Here he bade me pause and survey the 
other side. A dreary spectacle it was. Stretching &r away, I beheld 
at my feet a dull and dreary vale, presenting nothing on which the eye 
could pleasantly rest — a weary barren waste. What variety there 
seemed, was only the variation of sterility. I thought of < the wilderness 
and the solitary place,' and asked my guide whence the contrast to the 
fruitful vale which lay behind us. Seest thou not, said he, how there 
flows through that weary plain no river of the grace of God t 'E\>X»\i^ 
bade me, at the same time, take note how here and tlixeie) n^ax ^^ ^easN& 
of ihe mouDttdna where we stood, green spots &\iOiie oxxt^ccoi^^^^s^ 
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fields, refreshing to gaze on, greener for the sarrounding drought. These 
spots, said my guide, have been watered from the river on the other 
side, for God so ordered it, that through cleft and crevice of the 
dividing rocks some rills should ever trickle to tell where his favour was 
flowing, and to be the prophets of future abundance. Nor are there 
wanting, far amid the desolate plain, sotne verdant places watered from 
beneath, your eye could not tell how, as if the first parent stream at the head 
of these valleys had not sent all its waters adown the favoured dale. I 
might tell you of some, famous in story, who made their dwellings there 
in the ancient times^ and seemed to later ages like wandered inhabitants 
of the happier valley. Prophets these too — sighing prophets of the future 
glory. But again revert thine eye. 

§ 6. So turning where I stood, I beheld a strange sight in the happy 
valley. For but a little space lower than the fair city described, I ob- 
served, quite across the valley, an upheaved barrier of rocks, precipitous, 
bare, frowning. Behold, said my guide, the stumbling-block of unbelief, 
and mark its efiect. I looked, and noted that the pleasant river, meeting 
this huge and rocky obstruction, became at this point deflected, and, 
rolling through an opening in the parting ridge beneath where we stood, 
burst with a flashing beauty into the great barren plain beyond. Glad- 
ness and fertility flowed with it — the wilderness blossomed. Instead of 
the thorn came up the fir-tree, and instead of the brier the myrtle 
tree; the fields were clothed with flocks, and the valleys covered over 
with corn, and the little hills rejoiced on every side. My eye glided 
joyously down the distant and brightening prospect, and I thought of the 
old prophecy : In the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in 
the desert. On the other side of the middle range of hills, alas! the 
prospect was also reversed. Instead of fertility had come a waste, and 
for beauty, burning. The valley above that barrier was an Eden, be- 
neath, desolation; and once more I thought me of ancient song : How is 
the gold become dim, and the most fine gold changed! 

§ 7. While I surveyed this melancholy change, my guide, by some 
secret celestial power, carried me away to the summit of a high moun- 
tain I had seen in the distance, and bade me now look, and behold the 
end. To my grateful surprise, as I gazed before me, the line of heights 
which, though cleft by the river, had long continued to divide the two 
valleys, at length began to sink from their altitude, and eventually dis- 
appeared. The valleys became united. At the same point the river of 
grace bent its course back toward the line of its former channel, and be- 
gan to find its bed exactly where the partition ridge had stood. Here, 
between the vales, dividing and yet uniting them, it flowed on in strong, 
deep, ample current, a place of broad rivers and streams, while either 
bank lay in smiles and sunshine. My eye following its sparkling course, 
beheld this stream widen at last into a very sea of glory; and, lo ! sat in the 
midst of it, an island of magnificence and beauty, a golden city, girdled 
with waves of silver, glowing in the horizon like the burnished clouds of 
a summer's evening, too bright for my eye steadily to gaze on it. Thou 
seest now, said my guide, the pure river of the water of life, and the 
glorious city which it girdles and pervades is the New Salem. The 
throne of God is in it, surrounded by the emerald bow. The nations of 
the saved wa]k there, known only by their Father's name; and there is 
aeltber Jew nor Greek, bond uor free, but CVnfial Va ^ «ckx^ \xi ^« 
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A MISSIONARY'S VISIT TO LEBANON. 

Lebjlnok, lUh October t 1855. 
Mt Dear Mr Hendersoit, 

It is long since I have written anything which you could honour with a place 
in the Friend of Israel, The supposed necessity of weavmg an interesting letter 
out of scanty materials is a common draught upon the time and trial of the 
truthfulness of the missionary, from which, I am sure, you gladly exempt me. 
The first period of a missionary's life furnishes very little which can gratify the 
kind curiosity of his friends at home, and sustain the fervency of their prayers. 
Many months of toil are reported in one senflnce — he is learning a language. 
He is like one climbing the steeps of Lebanon at noonday — sometimes cheered 
by seeing that he is nearer the summit, but more frequently discouraged by the 
heaviness of his st^ps, and the slowness of his progress, sometimes scorched and 
panting, forced to rest awhile. Last year I acquired the power of communica- 
ting in simple terms the great truths of the Gospel in all the languages of Alex- 
andria except Turkish, that is, in Italian, French, German, modern Greek, and 
Arabic. This spring I felt I must, as soon as possible, attain such fluency and 
correctness in the two most useful, Arabic and Italian, as to preach in both. 
I hesitated a little which to attack first. My impatience for the work prompted 
the choice of that which might be gained iu three months. On the other hand, 
Arabic seemed more important, and is so difficult, that if not acquired at first, 
it would never be properly mastered. It would be comparatively easy to find 
or form Italian preachers, but scarcely a score can proclaim the Gospel in a 
tongue spoken by millions, from the Ganges to the Atlantic. Therefore I deemed 
it my great Master's will that I should give all my strength to Arabic, in the 
hope that in twelve months I should be able to preach in it. I had this in view 
more than my health in seizing an unexpected opportunity of spending the vaca- ^ 
tion on the cool heights of Lebanon, where Arabic is spoken purely and alone. 
The result has far exceeded my expectations. In my last note to you, I ex- 
mressed a hope that in two months I should attain the object of my ambition. 
The very next morning, however, I was called upon, in the absence of an Ameri- 
can missionary, to speak, almost without preparation, and was understood suffi- 
ciently well to justify me in continuing. I have been favoured here with a com- 
paratively good teacher, and invigorated by the cool air, studied very closely, 
till an over-wrought brain reminded me of the proverb, that ^ the half is better 
than the whole.* I determined lately to try the experiment of leaving my tem- 
porary home for a few days, and throwing myself entirely among the people. A 
sketch of my excursion may interest you, by illustrating some of the allusions of 
Scripture. I walked in short stages, my servant carrying my bed, a simple 
quilt stuffed with cotton ; when doubled upon a mat, one half breaks the hard- 
ness of the floor, and the other serves as a covering. We climbed the terraced, 
vine-clad hills. The ridge above this village commands a magnificent landscape; 
the sun was approaching the horizon of the ^ great sea,' which, from this elevation, 
seems to rise far into the sky. Near the path on the edge of a precipice stood a 
muntorah, or * cottage in a vineyard,' a conical hut simply constructed of leafy 
branches, beneath the shade of which sits a solitary watcher to protect the grapes 
fipom theft, and from the ' little fo;xes which spoil the vines.' We descended one 
of Lebanon's deep gorges. Imagine one of your Highland glens, many times 
magnified, its steep sides terraced to sustain a stony but fertile soil for wheat and 
the hardy creeping vine ; narrowing towards the bottom into a ravine, overhung 
by stupendous rocks, and filled with luxuriant orchards of apple, pear, fig, wal- 
nut, mulberry, olive, and pomegranate trees. Above is the village of Mejd-el- 
Bana, which, like others in Lebanon, consists of houses of one storey, built with 
massive stone walls and flat roofs, supported by a number of entire trunks of 
pine, across them branches of the same tree, over which are placed flat stones, 
covered some inches thick with clay and gravel. No mortar unites the stones, 
but the interior is daubed with tenacious mud, upon which the women work 
tasteful patterns with their fingers — a sort of traditional T^mevx^^i^siQ.^ ^'i «k^^ 
Christian decoration, I slept in a room used "as a 8cVioo\\iQ\)aft\>7 VNi<^ Km^Tv^:^!^ 
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Mission, and had several opportunities of declaring the way of salvation to 
neighbours who dropped in, lefl their pointed red shoes at the door, and sat 
down on the mats. An Effendi invited me to breakfast with him. We sat on 
a small carpet in a room open on one side to the air, commanding a noble land- 
scape. A table about seven inches high and twenty in width, was plac^ on the 
floor, on this a circular tray of straw, with several brown day plates contuning 
eggs, walnuts, milk, oil, and kishk, that is, crushed wheat soaked for some days 
in sour milk. The large, thin, tough cakes of bread are made in the oven 
alluded to in Scripture. Sticks, grass, etc., are burned in a hole lined with 
cement ; the ashes are removed, and the thin paste being stuck on adroitly on 
the hot sides, is baked in a few seSonds. We tore off a fragment of this bread, 
doubled it in the form of a mussel-shell, dipped it into the oil, took up some 
kishk in it, then ate the spoon with its contents. The sour wheat alone was 
very unpalatable, but the combination with olive oil did very well. As in the 
case of SauVs dinner with Samuel, my servant was invited to eat along with us. 
Of course we all dipped our hands into the same dish. This Efifendi listened to 
the Gospel with very pleasing attention ; he and all the inhabitants of this and 
many neighbouring villages are Druses, who must be reckoned heathens rather 
than Moslems, for they believe that Mahomet was possessed with a devil, and 
that a Caliph of Egypt, a monster of cruelty, was an incarnation of the Deity. 
Their tenets, however, are kept secret, and are known only to the initiated few. 
The majority, whom they call the ignorant, have no religion whatever. The 
punishment of death is denounced against any of the initiated who forsakes his 
religion ; but it is a rule with them to assure Christians, Jews, and Moslems that 
they hold precisely their opinions. The English nation has earned their political 
gratitude by saving the heads of seventy -five of their sheikhs from the treachery 
of the Turkish government ; and the American missionaries have hundreds of 
their children reading the Bible in their schools. 

The Lebanon chain seems for the most part to be a mass of limestone — ^a vast 
sepulchre of shell-fish, ammonites, and other species found at Clifton and in the 
island of Arran. In the rocky path above Mejd- el-Ban a, are beautiful impres- 
sions of a species which may be rudely described as resembling six or eight inches 
of the wooden screw of a bookbinder's press somewhat flattened. It is this lime- 
stone strongly impregnated with nitre which gives to the inheritance of Israel, at 
first sight so stony and barren, a right to be called the glory of all lands. The 
rock, continually pulverised by the sun and rain, produces an inexhaustible 
fertility rarely assisted by any artificial means but irrigation. Green grass is 
unknown during the later summer months, except where ^ springs run among the 
hUls.' There the eye is delighted with the intensity of verdure, more than the 
ear with the trickling of the stream, or the parched tongue with the cool water. 
Lebanon and Hermon rise to heights of 9,000 and 11,000 feet above the levd 
of the sea ; and the valley of the Jordan sinks 1,411 feet below it. Hence the 
land chosen of the Lord to be the dwelling-place of His people, and to feel His 
footsteps in the days of his flesh, epitomises the climates and the productions of 
many countries. ^ The traveller recognises the trees and grasses of India ; the 
African meets with the palm which waves in his deserts ; the Greek finds the 
grave, motionless olive of his native valleys ; the Frenchman his familiar vine ; 
and amidst apples, pears, and large black brambleberries, the Englishman re- 
members his boyish rambles. 

We surmounted another lofty ridge, then clambered down precipices into 
another glen, deeper and still more wonderful, by combining sublime grandeor 
with luxuriant verdure. We sat down to rest a little under the shade of an im- 
mense Sindian tree, in the almost perpendicular village of Sharoon. I refused 
more than one invitation to eat bread, preferring to remain there and titter the 
words of eternal life to those who gathered round me. Then another steep de- 
scent among the trees, then a weary climb up an isolated hill which has a copious 
fountain on its table summit. Whether this water comes from the higher centre 
ridge of Lebanon, passes under the intervening gorge, and rises again to this 
altitude, I cannot tell. Somewhat exhausted, we resolved to turn aside to the 
vliJage ofArgbmeed tiil the * cool of the day.^ Pas^ii^ \Xi^ \io\»i^ q^ tiba Dmse 
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• 
Sheikh Mahmoad, I was invited to rest there. Soon a servant spread a piece 
of embroidered muslin over m^ knees, poured water on my hands from an ele- 
gant pitcher over a brazen basm with a perforated cover, and offered a perfumed 
towel for myuse. Then came a tumbler of sherbet (sweetened water), followed 
by coffee. The poorest villagers entered the room with perfect freedom, only 
taking their places on the mats instead of drawing up their feet on the cushioned 
divan. We had a long conversation ; much was asked about my country, and 
great wonder expressed at our railways — for in these lands there are no means 
of travelling more than three miles an hour. I told them that our fathers were 
idolaters who offered human sacrifices, and that all our national greatness has 
sprung from the Bible, etc. There was something extremely noble and graceful 
in the manners and countenance of this Sheikh. How much more if it beamed 
with Christian light and love I We climbed over another ridge, but before de- 
scending into this fourth glen, I could not but pause in adoring admiration. On 
the other side towered the lofty centre chain of Lebanon, its top grey and bare, 
its brows sprinkled here and there with pines and cedars ; nearer its foot, broken 
by ravines and chasms, which showed strata of mingled white sandstone and 
dark rich iron ore. Among these was the village of Ain Zahalta, with its well 
watered gardens reaching to the bottom, and amidst this greenness white spark- 
ling cascades sending up unceasing music, which softened and swelled with the 
breeze. Here, as at the fountain of the Jordan at Cesarea Fhiiippi on a larger 
scale, a stream gushes from the mountain side — a river at its very birth. One 
loves to think of fountains like these — so pure, so cold, so plentiful, so precious 
in the thirsty summer — when rejoicing in the future fulfilment of the gracious 
promises of the twelfth of Isaiah : * Therefore ' — because you shall find in Jesus 
a divine Saviour — * ye shall draw water with joy out of the wells of salvation.' 
Truly no one who has seen the wonderful variety of the scenery of Lebanon, its 
wild grandeur, and surprising fertility ; who has been dazzled with its snowy 
peaks blushing in the morning sun — who has tasted the coldness of its streams, 
and inhaled the perfume of its fir-trees and cedars, can wonder at the frequency 
and richness of scripture allusions to it. The case of the teacher at Ain Zahalta 
may well encourage the heart of the missionary. In the war between the Druses 
and Maronites he joined a party of plunderers, and carried off one of the Bibles 
put in circulation by our American brethren. The Spirit of God blessed the 
reading of the stolen book. He endured repeated excommunications, and took 
joyfully the spoiling of his goods and the breaking of his fruit trees. He has 
lived down persecution, and is now permitted to labour with the utmost earnest- 
ness and fsdthfulness for the salvation of his neighbours. The next day being 
the Sabbath, I preached in Arabic to a small congregation, and found I had 
benefited much by my conversational efforts on the way. Thence I went to 
Dar-el-Kammer, the capital of Lebanon, to visit a small community of Jews. 
On the way I passed the palace of the late Emir.Beshir. Nominally a Christian, 
he subdued the warlike Druses, and ruled all these mountains with a rod of iron. 
His power vanished when our fleet expelled Ibrahim Fasha. H6 has no succes- 
sor; his magnificent palace is fast going to ruin from the wanton destructiveness 
of the Turkish soldiers who inhabit it ; and the roads which he compelled the 
people to make are, through gross neglect, already as dangerous as any in this 
land of rugged paths. It seems as if Providence permitted no regular govern- 
ment, no public improvements to exist long in the land which was once given to 
^Abraham and his seed for ever.' In bombarding Acre and expelling the 
Egyptians, we unconsciously fulfilled the divine purpose : * Overturn, overturn, 
overturn, till He come whose right it is.' (Ezek. xxi. 27.) 

I found the synagogue at Dar-el> Rammer similar to those in other parts of 
the world — the high pulpit, or rather platform, nearly in the centre — the recep- 
tacle for the law at one end, and the latticed enclosure for the women at the 
other. It was the feast of tabernacles. A family were cooking and eating a 
meal in a booth, erected in the court, with a roof of green branches, sides of 
reeds, and lining of white sheets. Several Jews gathered round me, and the 
teacher who was with me held a rather too animated dkcuxBt&oii ^omX* ^^ ^csc^- 
tvnU proof$ that the Messiah baa come. On my next 'Si&t 1 io\»i^^^ «^fDa^\B>^^ 
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full. It was the very day spoken of by the evangelist, the last day, the ^p:eat 
day of the feast, when Jesus stood, and cried, saying, * If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink.' I was plentifully spnnkled with rosewater as I 
entered, and several times during the service. The poor Jews, blind to the 
spirit of God's commands, were trying to obey the leUer of the law, * Thou shalt 
rejoice in thy feast.' The chief men had descended from the pulpit and were 
passing round it in a confused crowd of twenty or thirty, singing and clapping 
their hands with the utmost vehemence. My heart ached and my eyes fiU^ at 
this forced imitation of gladness by those who, refusing reconciliation to God by 
the blood of his Son, are strangers to holy joy. That the children might share 
in the rejoicing, they were allowed to scramble for sugar-plums on the floor of 
the synagogue. This was during the reading of the first chapter of Gr^iesis. A 
venerable man beside me, told me that the privilege of reading the service bad 
been purchased for sums varying from four shillings to sixteen shillings, and he 
seemed much irritated by the incorrect chanting of some who officiated. Juda- 
ism, corrupt Christianity, and other religions of formal worship, agree in singing^ 
what the instinct of spiritual communion with God requires to be said in the 
most distinct manner possible — I mean the reading of the bible and prayer. I 
did not intend to excite conversation till the conclusion ; but when one b^de me 
asked my residence and employment, I could not help saying that my work was 
to proclaim the glad tidings. He asked, ^ What good news ?' I replied, ' That 
God has sent his Son Jesus, the Messiah, into this world, to die for us, and that 
He is the only Saviour.' Several gathered round me, and some discussion fol- 
lowed without at all interrupting the service. A general prayer followed, which 
was comparatively solemn. But how painful it was to hear them say, with the 
utmost self-complacency, * Thou art our King, our God, our Father ;' for He 
cannot stand in these relations of grace to those who reject His Son 1 The ser- 
vice concluded with the blessing of the people by the Cohenim, (those who claim 
to be descended from Aaron.) They stood on a raised seat under the receptacle 
for the law, in a row of eighteen or twenty, some aged, some bo3rs of six or seven, 
holding up their hands beneath the white praying shawl with which their heads 
were enveloped. Most of these Jews are poor ; many of them dyers. They 
begged I would send them a number of psalters and bibles. 

I long now to return to Alexandria with invigorated health and increased 
means of usefulness acquired on this mountain. Pray that I may find hearts 
opened by the Lord. — I am, yours sincerely, 

B. Grant Bbown. 



BENEFITS TO THE WORLD WHICH MAY BE EXPECTED TO 
FLOW FROM THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS. 

That the Jews will in due time be converted to Christianity is a thing be- 
lieved by every Christian. The Old and New Testaments supply indubitable 
proof. I have no time to illustrate this now ; I presume you all believe it- 
many of you pray for it ; and did we but realise in our minds the happy conse- 
quences of their conversion to the wide world, we should pray more fervently, 
and labour more diligently, to hasten their return to the fold of Christ, that 
there may be one fold and one shepherd. 

The effects of their conversion upon the nations of the earth will be blessed 
in the extreme. The apostle asks in the text, * If the fall of them be the riches 
of the world, and the diminishing of them the riches of the Gentiles ; how much 
more their fulness ? ' If their temporal rejection and dispersion have already 
been the occasion of so much benefit to the Gentiles, of how much greater benefit 
to the world will be their complete restoration to Divine favour, and their re- 
covery from unbelief and apostacy I 

If the past and present condition of the Jews supplies one of the most cogent 

arguments in support of Christianrty— if their present withdrawment from all 

ac^/re wHaepce in spreading the knowledge of the God of Abraham, as revealed 

i>r tbe Meaaab, baa been the occasion of so mooy ^leainsi^^ V> m"M^tA\ \isw 
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much more maj be expected, when the energy and zeal of more than eight 
millions of .Tews shall unite with the eiTorts of others in spreading the knowledge 
of Christ, their only trae Messiah ! 

We pretend not to say when this blessed day will come, or how it will be 
brought about, but it is not difficult to see that if the people of the Jews were 
converted to the Christian faith, they would have facilities for spreading the 
gospel which the church of Christ has never had without them. They are scat- 
tered among all nations — they have access to all people. *• Their conversion, 
after so long a period of unbelief, would have,' it has been said, ^all the power 
and influence of a miracle performed in the face of all nations ; ' it would be seen 
why they had been so remarkably preserved, and their conversion would bo a 
most striking accomplishment of ancient prophecy. They are familiar with the 
languages oithe world, and their conversion would at once establish many Chris- 
tian missionaries in the very heart of all kingdoms. In short, it would be kind- 
ling at once ten thousand lights in all the dark places of the earth. 

Still farther, let it be noticed that the Jews have shown that they are eminently 
fitted to spread the Gospel of the blessed God ; for shall we forget that it was by 
Jews converted to Christianity that it was first proclaimed ? Each of the apos- 
tles was a Jew ; and as a nation, they have lost none of the ardour, enterprise, 
and zeal which always characterised their nation. Their conversion, therefore, 
would give to the Christian church a host of missionaries prepared for their 
work, familiar with all customs, languages, and climes — missionaries who are 
already in the heart of all kingdoms, possessing in advance those facilities for the 
great work of a world's evangelisation, which others must gain only by the slow 
toil of many years. 

May we not for these reasons, and for many others, remind Christians of their 
obligation to labour and pray for the conversion of the Jews. — Sermon hy Rev, 
J, Spong, 



Intelligence 
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Glasgow (Society^B Rooms), . 

Bridge of Allan (U. P. Ch.), . 

Bellshill (U. P. Ch.) 

Bridge of Allan (U. P. Ch.), . . 

Dunblane (U. P. Ch.), .... 

Kilmarnock (King St. U. P. Ch.), 
Do. (Prince's St U. P. Ch.), 
Do. (Wellington St U.P. Ch.), 

Mearns (U. P. Ch.), .... 

Paisley (Canal St. U. P. Ch.), . 
Do. (Oakshaw St U. P. Ch.), 
Do. (Thread St U. P. Ch.), . 
Do. (St James' St. U. P. Ch.), 
Do. (Storey St. Bapt. Chapel), 
Do. (Cong. Chapel), . . . 
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Do. (Blackfriars'StU.P. Ch.), 

Thomliebank (U. P. Ch.), . . . 
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Mr Salkinson. 
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The following interesting extract firom the 
letter of a minister to the Secretary, will be 
read with pleasare bj the friends of this 
Society: — 

27th Nov., 1855. 

Dear Sir,— Enclosed you have £1 Is 4d 
as a contribution to the funds of the 
Society for the Conversion of Israel. The 
sum is small, but it has been raised by an 
aged pious female in this quarter, who was 
so impressed by the lecture lately delivered 
here by Dr Philip, that she immediately set 
out, in the self-appointed character of col- 
lector, on behalf, as she styles them, of the 
poor Jews, and the above sum is the result 
of her exertions in this good cause. 



MEETING IN PAISLEY. 

On Monday evening a public meeting was 
held in the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
Oakshaw Street— the Rev. Dr Baird in the 
chair — when addresses on behalf of the 
Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel, 
were delivered by members of a deputation 
from that Society, and also by some of our 
resident clergymen. 

The members of the deputation from this 
praiseworthy society, who brought its claims 
before the Christian public in several inter- 
esting services in some of our churches ou 
Sabbath last, and also at a public meeting, 
held on the evening of Monday, were invited 
to breakfast by a number of the friends of 
the society, on Tuesday morning, to afford 
an opportunity of conference with these 
gentlemen relative to the cause in which 
they are engaged. 

The meeting was held in Mr M'NicoPs 
Rooms, Moss Street. Notwithstanding the 
early hour, and the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, about 45 persons were assembled — a 
goodly proportion of whom were ladies. 

Rev. Dr Baird occupied the chair, sup- 
ported by the members of the deputation, 
consisting of the Rev. H. Philip, D.D., M.D., 
of Alexandria, in Egypt ; Rev. Isaac Salkin- 
son, a native of Russia ; and the Rev. Thos. 
Henderson, Secretary to the Parent Society. 
There were also present the Rev. Messrs 
France, Hutton, Clazy, and Wallace ; Bailie 
Russell, Councillor Barbour, Messrs J. M. 
Symington, W. Coats, A. Walker, Alex. 
Gardner, James Lang, J. Johnston, and 
others. 

Blessing having been asked by the Rev. 
Mr France, the company partook of an 



excellent breakfast. Rev. Mr Wallace gave 
thanks, after which the chairman, in a few 
appropriate remarks, introduced the Rev. 
Dr Philip, who addressed the meeting at 
considerable length, and gave some very 
interesting statements regarding his labours 
in Alexandria, and the state and prospects 
of the Jewish Mission in that part of the 
world. Good had been effected, whidi, 
though limited in extent, was nevertheless 
cheering, inasmuch as it indicated that hr 
greater results would have been shown had 
the operations of the mission been more 
extended. He noticed the benefit of which 
his knowledge of medicine had been to him 
in furthering his missionary labours— enab- 
ling him to gain access to society from which 
he would otherwise have been debarred; 
and, whilst applying remedial measures to 
the bodily ailments of his patients, he was 
careful also to minister to their spiritual 
necessities. He also spoke of the unhappy 
condition of the greater portion of Jewish 
and Turkish females — their ignorance and 
dead n ess to any sense of responsibility — their 
entire subjection to the caprice of thdr imperi- 
ous lords — and that they were not permitted 
to occupy the position in society which Christi- 
anity accorded to them. He urged the ladies 
present to interest themselves still more in 
their behalf, especially to send out teachers to 
educate the young, as great good might be 
effected by bringing them under the influ- 
ence of the Gospel. The Rev. Dr concluded 
by expressing the great pleasare he felt in 
meeting with so many friends of the cause in 
Paisley, and expressed a hope that they 
would 'not weary in well-doing,* but contimie 
to exert themselves in the work until the 
wandering sheep of the house of Israel ahonld 
be brought within the fold of the Redeemer. 

The Rev. Mr Wallace desired to notice 
the kindness which the ladies had evinced 
in honouring the meeting with their presence, 
and proposed a cordial vote of thanks to 
them. 

The Rev. Mr Henderson begged to ex- 
press the pleasure he felt in seconding such 
a proposition, and added that he understood 
the ladies had been mainly instrumental 
in getting up the meeting. The motion 
was responded to with enthusiasm. 

The meeting, which was of a very pleasant 
and profitable nature, broke up about 11 
o'clock. — Paisley ffercUd. 



FOREIGN. 
ALGIERS. 
Letter from Rev. Benjamin Weiss. 
Algiers, 80th Oct., 1855. 

Mr Dear Sir,— Within this month, 
the monotony of my Algerian misrionary life 
was pleasantly distmrfoed by theagreeable sur- 



prise caused by the visit of two brother mis- 
sionaries. Mr Page, the London Society's 
Missionary at Tunis, and Mr Hodges, who^ 
several months ago, took his station (tem- 
porary) at Bone, made together a short tour 
through the provinces of Alger and Constan- 
tine, and firom the latter proyinoe they Kt- 
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rived here on the 8th. HaTing purpoaed to 
return to Bone hj the GoTemment^teamer 
whioh left this on the 18th, they made 
a hurried excunion to Blidah and Medeab, 
came back to Alger on the eveniog of the 
12th, intending to leave the next morning. 
Bat, in spite of all our united efforts, and of 
the kind aid of Mr Bell, her Majesty's Con- 
sul, they oould not procure their passage on 
board that Government steamer, which con- 
veyed troops, and only~ a small number of 
civil passengers, who were either privileged 
or otherwise more successful than strangers, 
and thus were these two brethren obliged to 
remain here for ten days waiting for next 
steamer, which leil this on the 23d. I have 
entered into these particulars because I have 
reason to think that their disappointment 
was by special interference of Providence. 

Having now before them ten long days to 
spend here, these two zealous and worthy 
ambassadors of the cross, in a very modest 
and brotherly manner, intimated to me, that 
as they could not spend all this time in idle- 
ness, Uiey would go among the Jews, the 
special objects of their mission, and invited 
me to accompany them in their labours as 
often as I could. To this I gladly consented. 
And as this was on a Saturday afternoon, 
we were to begin our united labours on the 
morning of Monday next. We bad, how- 
ever, a fair beginning of the work on the 
same evening, as we saw a group of Jews 
gathered on the Place de Government (this 
being thehr Sabbath, on which they spend 
many hours in walking about and idle talk), we 
approached and addressed them, and our con- 
versation with them lasted till dark. One Jew 
of that number, especially, may be said to be 
an interesting man, for though not a learned 
man, still he is reasonable in argument, and 
calm in conversation, and that he was pleased 
with the first intercourse, was seen by the 
fact, that the next Saturday he found us out 
at the same place, and had another oppor- 
tunity of hearing of Him of whom Moses 
and the prophets have spoken. 

On Sablmth morning, the 14th, as we 
met again in the French Protestant Church, 
we agreed on having an hour of worship on 
the afternoon at my house. This was, in- 
deed, one of those precious hours in my life 
— many of which, blessed be God, I enjoyed 
during my stay in Scotland, and for which I 
so often pant in this parched and enervating 
desert, but which, alas, are so exceedingly 
rare. Its value was not unappreciated by 
any of us, and, therefore, we repeated it on 
Sabbath next, and twice we had prayer at 
the hotel where they lodged. Though I can- 
not enter into particulars about our several 
meetings with Jews, nor about the different 
arguments used by both parties, mission- 
aries and Jews, arguments almost always 
the same, still, I wiU make mention of the 



particular case of one interesting Jew whom 
we met in his shop. He is a Tunisian by 
birth, a very clever man, the only Jew that 
speaks the Hebrew among all those whom 
we met and addressed together ; and when I 
told him that I recollected his features, 
though I did not remember where we met, 
he said that he saw me twice at Constantino, 
and talked with me about religion there. 
The next time he approached us on the Place 
de Government, when he entered more par- 
ticularly into the question of how the differ- 
ent prophecies regarding Messiah and Mes- 
sianic ages can be said to be fulfilled, suppose 
he should acknowledge Jesus of Nazareth to 
be the Messiah ? ' How,' said he, * can the 
prophecy, that in the time of the Messiah 
*Uho wolf shall dwell (in peace) with the 
lamb," be thought to be now fulfilled ?' I 
first tried to convince him of the spiritual 
sense of that passage, viz., that it referred to 
the peace and brotherly fellowship that 
should exist between once hostile nations 
when really converted and brought into the 
bond of the new covenant. This granted, 
I showed him, by examples, that though this 
was already fulfilled in a great measure, its 
complete fiilfilment shall only take place 
when that glorious promise, that the whole 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
of God, shall receive its fulfilment. I then 
pointed with my hand to Mr Page and Mr 
Hodges, and said to the Jew, 'What do you 
think of the probable reception you would 
have met with from the fierce and savage 
forefathers of these gentlemen, had you 
paid them a visit in Britain at the time 
when Isaiah the prophet wrote the above 
prophecy? Now, their Christian descen- 
dants forsake their fatherland, relations, 
friends, and all the various enjoyments of 
Christian society, and come to Africa for the 
sole purpose of seeking you, and having found 
you, to employ all means of kind persuasion 
in order to make you happy in time and eter- 
nity. Now, tell me, is that prophecy not at 
least partly fulfilled?' That this struck 
him, and made a favourable impression on 
his mind, he told me since himself, as he has 
seen me already twice afler the departure 
of the two brethren. He asked, then, how 
the prophecy was fulfilled, which says, * And 
they shall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, . . . saying. Know the Lord ; 
for they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest of them,' etc. ? In an- 
swer to this question, part of the above ex- 
planation served as well with regard to its 
complete fulfilment taking place only 
when the conversion of the world shall 
have taken place. At the same time, 
I asked him how many Jews there 
were at Alger of whom it can be said 
(even in a Judaic point of view) that they 
know the Lord ? when he said, that the 
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Algerian Jews are peculiarly illiterate and 
ignorant, I asked him agaia how many Jews 
there were, even among a hundred Talmudical 
Jews, who knew their own religion without 
having often recourse to their rabbis for the 
solution of difficulties; and how many of 
the latter knew the true Word of God — 
the Bible ? I then gave him a short descrip- 
tion of a Christian Sabbath school in Britain, 
and told him what a child of ten years of age 
there knew of his God, of his Bible, and of 
its doctrines regarding the salvation of souls. 
This seemed to please him much. From 
what he told me, and from what I could con- 
clude from his conversation during the two 
interviews we had since, he seems to search 
earnestly into his religious condition. 

On Wednesday, the 19th, early in the 
morning, we went together out of town to^ 
that horrid place where the Jews, 'especially 
Jewesses, practise their abominations, in 
sacrificing to the evil spirits. The brother 
missionaries were no less horrified at the dis- 
graceful scenes of indecency and gross 
idolatry than they were astonished at the 
novelty of the thing, never having heard 
before that such disgusting abominations 
were practised by a great number of the 
African Jews in several localities. Some 
Jews told me, of late, that in several places 
in Morocco the same things are practised by 
blinded Jews. Though, on this occasion, 
we witnessed some additional and particular 
features in the idolatrous ceremonies, I need 
not describe them now, as I did so on another 
occasion in general, and the particular addi- 
tions to what I then saw will doubtlessly 
be carefully and largely described by the 
brethren in their report to their committee. 
I would only add, that this time we had no 
opportunity of arguing with the idolaters, 
as there were no Jews present this day, but 
a great number of Jewesses, and these are 
so entirely brutalized, that yon may try all 
means in your power, and be sure that to all 
your arguments, questions, and reasonings, 
you will receive no other answer than Mah- 
narf-shee — * I don't know.* Alas ! it is 
true, they know neither who created them, 
nor who brought them an holy law from 
Mount Sinai, nor what law means. Ah ! it 
is extremely heart-rending to see to what an 
irremediable degree of degradation these na- 



turally clever and sharp daughters of Zion 
are reduced in these Sodom-Uke countries. 
And, alas ! where is the remedy to heal so 
deep a wound of the daughter of my people? 
Lord, have thou mercy on them, for besides 
thee there is none to deliver. 

With regard to visiting the Algerian Jews 
in their shops, these missionaries met, with 
one or two exceptions, with the same diffi- 
culties as I did all the time since I came here. 
One Jew said, that unless they came to buy 
something, for any other purpose as conver- 
sation or argument he had no time. Another 
Jew said to Mr Hodges, ' Ah, we know it 
well : you come here to abuse the Jewish 
religion.' At another shop, the story was re- 
peated, with which I am already so well ac- 
quaiuted, viz., *' We know nothing about re- 
ligion ; we pay our rabbis for mcJang U 
(this is their expression) ; go therefore to tiiem 
and settle your differences.' A Jew, with 
whom Mr P. and I talked in the Grand 
Square, and endeavoured to show him f^e 
sinfulness of the Jewish nation, and the 
needfulness of their conversion to God, said, 
* I know all that ; but you must also know 
that all the Jews are guarantees for each 
other, and it is therefore that we pay our 
rabbis, that they might pray, fast, and do 
good works (Mizvoth) for ns, and so over- 
balance all our iniquities.' The same Jew I 
met last Saturday, and when conversing again 
on the same subject, and when I tried to 
show him the falsehood and ridicnlousness of 
the very idea of putting their sin upon rabbb, 
who have more than enough of their own, 
he said, ' Did not the Lord at Abraham's 
intercession promise to pardon Sodom if ten 
just men be found in it?' I spent with 
that poor and deceived man more than 
two hours, in showing him that a town may 
not be destroyed by fire fifom heaven, while 
its wicked inhabitants may descend, one by 
one, into hell ; that the Lord said expressly, 
' Cursed be the man (not only the rabbi, but 
every individual man) who doth not observe 
all the words of this law to do them;' and 
that no man can fulfil the law or pay the 
ransom for his brother. All that I received 
for answer was, * Whom shall I now be- 
lieve: you, a stranger and a Christian, or 
my own rabbis ? ' 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



BRITISH SOCIETY. 

EXTRACT FROM ADDRESS BY J. KOPPEL, 
A JEWISH CONVERT, BAPTIZED IN 
S0T7TH0ATB ROAD CHAPEL, 23d SEPT. 

At the expiration of three years, after 
having passed my examination, I again left 
the seminary, but was not able immediately 
to enter upon active duties, as there hap- 



pened to be no vacancy for me at that 
time. In the^ meantime government ap- 
pointed me, in one of the towns on the fron- 
tier, an interpreter of the Polish and German 
languages, a privilege to which the Jews had 
never before been admitted, but which the 
revolution of 1848 secured to them. But 
even here my situation, however mnch 



Dec., 1865.J 



THE FRIBKD OF ISRAEL. 



147 



marked by honour and disdnetion, was ren- 
dered most irksome and intolerable to me, 
bj the incessant taunts and derisions that 
were heaped upon me by my fellow-func- 
tionaries, for the simple reason that I was a 
Jew, This cruel treatment compelled me 
to resign my office, and government soon 
after appointed me teacher to a Jewish com- 
munity in another town. 

With feelings of the deepest joy and satis- 
&ction, I hastened to my new calling, where 
loving hearts were ready to welcome me, and 
affectionate pupils to surround me, and no- 
thing was there wanting to render my situa- 
tion more delightful or satisfactory. But I 
was not permitted to enjoy the comfort of 
this for many years : Providence had other- 
wise determined concerning me. The reli- 
gious instruction, as based on the doctrine of 
the rabbins, which I had to inculcate on my 
pupils, became to me, in the course of time, 
the source of deep anxiety and alarm. I 
began to have my misgivings as to the 
claims and truthfulness of the system of rab- 
binical Judaism. The conviction that it was 
not of divine origin became daily rooted more 
and more in my heart. Like a lost travel- 
ler in the darkness of night, who is urged 
onward in his course by some delusive light, 
till destruction overtakes him, so followed I 
blindly one tradition after another, till I was 
overwhelmed with a sense of my error and 
delusion and was roused to serious reflection. 
I came to see that the religious system to 
which I adhered, and which I propounded to 
my pupils as a rule of faith, was nothing 
more than a mere human composition, and 
that the Judaism of the present day was not 
the Judaism of Moses and the prophets, but, 
on the contrary, quite foreign and opposed 
to it, and with painful concern and anxiety 
did I regard the youths confided to my trust, 
in whose4dBder hearts, instead of sowing the 
blessed seed of faith, I had only chaff to 
strew. Christianity I only knew from anti- 
biblical writings, the false glosses of the 
rabbins, and the degenerate churches of 
Christendom, especially as seen in Polish- 
Roman Catholicism, which is the predominant 
creed of my native province; but which, 
alas! lies deep in her poverty and wretched- 
ness, although under the elevated name of 
Christianity, so that I considered it an act 
of immorality to waste even one moment's 
reflection upon the religious system of such 
a nation. The professors of the Protestant 
Church, on the contrary, are so few in num- 
ber that they are almost entirely lost among 
the great mass of Romanists; for which 
reason I could form no idea of the simplicity 
and purity of that religion which the gospel 
teaches. 

The change in my mind, above alluded to, 
became apparent to many of my friends, and 
their fean were in consequence aroused. 



One of my principal supporters, a man who 
claimed for himself a greater share of sanc- 
tity than he felt willing to concede to his 
co-religionists, went even so far as not only 
to take his children from me, but to deprive 
* me of his support altogether, alleging that I 
had become too liberal in my views and 
principles, and verging on the very point of 
apostacy. After many severe struggles and 
bitter experiences, I resolved to leave my 
situation and home altogether, and thus 
escape farther abuse and disgrace. In this 
disordered state of mind, without faith in 
Judaism, and full of doubts of Christianity, 
I left my homo on the 3d of March last year, 
and hastened in search of help to Berlin. 
Arrived there, I applied to the late Dr Jaffe, 
who, unfortunately, was at that time so dan- 
gerously ill, that all he could do was to 
sympathise with and comfort me. I also 
called upon the chief rabbi, and had several 
religious discussions with him, in the hope 
of easing my burdened conscience, but no- 
thing could bring me peace. For eight 
months I wandered about in Berlin, not 
knowing what would be the issue of my 
hopeless state. At last, a hope of deliverance 
lighted up my soul, when I heard from Dr 
Jaffe that he had a brother in England en- 
gaged in the mission field. This at once 
decided my future course. I determined to 
go to England, and a few days later found 
me treading the hospitable shores of this 
blessed and highly favoured land. Without 
delay I repaired to the house of Mr Jaffe, 
and found in him the magnanimity of an 
affectionate relative and friend. With fervent 
zeal and ardent love did he, in harmony with 
his generous wife, provide for and secure to 
me those comforts which in parents, brothers, 
sisters, and relatives, I had lost. Daily he 
passed his afternoons with me, and laboured 
most earnestly and anxiously to lead me to 
the possession and enjoyment of that pardon 
and peace from which I was yet afar off; 
but this was no easy task for him. With 
deep penitence and shame, I now confess it, 
that I have, in too many cases, occasioned 
him unnecessary pain and sorrow. But his 
uninterrupted and unwearied exertions led 
to the most glorious and gratifying results. 
I became gradually convinced of the truth ; 
my natural opposition and hostility to it 
grew daily feebler, and at last I was, to my 
inexpressible joy and delight, brought to see 
that Christianity was indeed a heaven-bom, 
and a heaven -appointed remedy for men's 
deliverance and salvation! Oh! I cannot 
describe what I felt, when these glorious 
truths were, by the Spirit's influence, dis- 
covered to my soul ; I could scarcely believe 
for joy, and cheerfully could I then resign 
all for the truth. — Jetoish ffcraid. 
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 

DBATH OF A MISSIONARY. 

A communication has been received by 
the Convener, intimating the fatal termina- 
tion of Mr Lehner's indisposition on Thurs- 
day night, the 11th of October. This very, 
painful intelligence cannot &il, we are per- 
suaded, to awakeu in the minds of all the 
friends of oar mission feelings of the deepest 
concern. 

Mr Lehner was, in an eminent degree, a 
&ithfal, devoted missionary. His letters 
uniformly bore witness that the cause of 
Israel was very near his heart. Amid many 
discouragements, and with few tokens of 
spiritual blessing on his labours to animate 



him, he was unwearied in his Master's ser- 
vice ; his grand desire was to spend and to 
be spent in the work of the Lord. It has 
seemed meet to Him who ordereth all events 
to say to him, 'It is enough; enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord.' Let us bow in 
humble submission to His sovereign appoint- 
ment, and let us learn the lesson of holy 
diligence and faithfulness in the work of the 
Lord while it is called to-day, seeing the 
night Cometh wherein no man can worl^ 

Mr Lehner has left a widow and two 
daughters, yet very young. May the God 
of sii mercies be unto her the husband of the 
widow, and unto them the Father of the 
fatherless. — Church of Scotland Record, 



MISCELLANEA. 



▲ child's loyb vor thb jbws. 
Of the history of the Jews he never wea- 
ried. Indeed, he could himself give, when 
questioned, a simple, yet m(»t complete nar- 
rative of them, from the time they were 
called in Abraham unto the coming of Christ, 
and their subsequent dispersion. He was 
extremely anxious to imbue every one with 
his own love to Israel, and delighted to listen 
to Psalm cxxxv. 4. After asking me one day 
whether I loved the Jews, he inquired, * Does 
papa love the Jews ? ' I told him to ask his 
papa when he came in. The opportunity 
was soon given, when he did not fail to put 
the question. *Who are the Jews?* his 
papa asked. * God's own dear people,' was 
Harry's instant reply, given in a tone of 
deepest reverence; adding, *Do you love 
them, dear papa? do you? do you?* Nor 
did he rest until he received the assurance 
that he desired. — The Folded Lamb : Memo- 
rkds of a Child who died under Four Year9 
qfAge. 



JSWISH PRJLYEE AND THANKSGIYING AT 
THB FALL OF SBBASTOFOL. 

Thou who art omniscient in counsel and 
mighty in deed, whose righteousness is as 
the great mountains, and whose judgment is- 
everlasting, in Thy presence we now ap- 
pear to give thanks unto Thee for the great, 
glorious, and repeated victories which Thou 
hast achieved for the army of our gracious 
Sovereign Queen, and her Allies. The 
stronghold of the enemy Thou hast reduced 
to a heap of stones, his mighty fortress to 
ruins, and the crown of his pride, which 
caused terror to all around him, hast Thou 
rendered a spoil of nations? What shall, 
what can we offer to Thee, Lord, for all 
the wonderful works Thou hast wrought for 
us ? Thy condescending kindness alone 
encourages us to approach Thy presence 
with our grateful thanks, and to acknowledge 
that from Thee alone we derive everything, 



and to Thee alone belong victory and tri- 
umph. When Thy judgments come upon 
earth, the inhabitants of the world learn 
righteousness and will understand, so that 
they will not listen to overbearing projects to 
remove the boundaries of people, to cut off 
nations, and to cast down theb hardly-earned 
treasures. 

Into Thy hands, Lord, we confide the 
precious lives of the warriors of our Army 
and Navy ; in the hour of peril deliver and 
rescue them from all evil. May Thy right 
hand protect them when they fight for the 
righteous cause — for justice and truth. May 
they still continue to achieve victories in the 
midst of the land, by Thy Divine aid. Be 
unto them a rock and fortress on the day of 
battle ; and do Thou, Mighty One, render 
it a day of honour, so that their praise may 
resound, and the Isles declare their gloiy. 

Be, Lord, with our valiant Allies: tup- 
port, strengthen, and shield them. Giant 
that with our nation they may have united 
purposes — one wish, one desire, and one anx- 
iety in the great covenant of peace. 

Hasten the days when the sword shall re- 
turn to its scabbard, and destroy and hurt 
no more ; when the earth shall be at rest, 
and the nations dwell in the habitations of 
peace, and in quiet resting-places — the days 
wheu they shall beat their swords into 
plough-shares, and the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waten 
cover the sea. 

Fountain of all blessings! as Thou hast 
crowned the year with Thy goodness, and 
opened Thy paternal hand to satisfy every 
soul, so deign to continue Thy mercy upon 
our land — the delightful land of our homii 
and affections — let not Thy kindness departi 
nor Thy covenant be removed. Bestow on 
her life and mercy, prospenty and tian- 
quility evermore. Grant also Thy peo|^ 
Israel to rejoice, and to exult iu Thy help 
and salvation, Thou our EiDg and B^ 
deemer. Amen. 
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SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE DEPARTURE OF DR 

PHILIP FOR ALEXANDRIA. 

The health of Dr Philip having been improved bj residence for several 
months in this conntrj, aiTangements have been made for his early return 
to his former field of labour. 

Dr Philip has, while in this country, revisited many of the churches, in 
which, before leaving this country about six years ago, he advocated the 
claims of Jewish Missions. During the month of December his labours 
in preaching have been confined to churches in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

On Monday, 17th December, a Valedictory Soiree was held in the 
large Hall of the Religious Institution Rooms, Glasgow, the Rev. Johk 
RoBSON, D.D., President, in the chair. After a service of tea, the Pre- 
sident briefly addressed the audience, and called upon 

The Rev. Dr Brown, who said — Mr Chairman, I should not have been here this 
evening, havine another engagement at this hour, but for the desire to meet with 
your respected missionary, Dr Philip, and to testify my interest in the object and 
labours of this society. I congratalate your society, sir, on having one of the 
seed of Abraham so well fitted to commend the gospel to his bretluren afler the 
flesh, and to represent our common Christianity to those numerous travellers 
who visit the important station of Alexandria, where he is placed. Jewish work 
is perhaps the hardest of all mission work, but its fruit is twice blessed. In no 
field are we more constrained to sow in tears, but in none do we reap in greater 
joy. As to the proper way of reaching the Jews, I know of none that will do 
equally well in all places. We must tr;^ any and every way of access, and many 
ways may be tried together, remembering that if the Lord do not open the 
heart, it matters little what plans we follow, while any door of entrance to the 
Jewish heart which He opens is legitimate. In some places Jews will neither 
come to hear ns preach nor make us welcome when we attempt to visit them in 
private. But if they will accept at our hai^ds a superior education for their 
children, let us by all means furnish it. In such cases, the great difficulty usually 
is the want of proper elementary books ; and if our missionaries employ them- 
selves in preparinff these, from a child's ladder up to the most advanced readingi 
sprinkling them aU over with the water of life, by which their schools may become 
nurseries for Christ, and the seed thus sown be carried home to the fiEtmily cirde, 
and in due time bearing saving fruit — ^let not firiends at home take up a prejudice 
against them, as if they were neglectinff the proper work of missionaries, and. 
siflldng into schoolmasters and book-makers. If I may be allowed to allude to 
the ttiision with whieh I am connected f I mean theTree Church Jewish Misslon)| 
we eneottrage out missioiMries to try all ways likely to reach the Jewish mind— 

N 
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to preach, to teach, to prepare the necessary elementary books, to write and dis- 
tribute tracts, and even to conduct periodicals where there appears any opening 
for such, making grants, stated and occasional, expressly for those objects. One 
weekly journal, for example, conducted by an energetic missionary of ours in 
Holland, is extensively circulated. At Constantinople one of our missionaries 
has spent many years in the preparation of elementary books in the Hebrew- 
Spanish language, illustrated with woodcuts, besides his teaching and preachinir. 
And I am happy to find, by the few minutes' conversation I have had with Dr 
Philip at this table, that he and I seem to be of one mind on this point. Of 
course this, like everything else, may be overdone. But if we keep steadily in 
view our one object, to gain the Jewish mind and heart, and adapt all our 
methods to this one object, we shall be kept from making great mistakes in any 
direction. But I must now leave you, and I do it with best wishes and prayers 
for the safe return of Dr Philip to the scene of his labours, and for a blessing on 
his work, and that of all your agents in this trying but precious field. 

Mr SALKi])irsON spoke as follows: — Mr Chairman, ladies, and gentlemen, 
seeing in what humour and good spirits you are, I am inclined, naturally enough, 
to add something to your entertainment. I am desirous to say a few words in 
honour of the Jewish people — ascribe some praise to the Christian church — a few 
encouraging words to the Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel — pay some 
compliments to our beloved chairman and the friends who have favoured us with 
their presence — and address our brother who is going to bid us farewell, and 
who, in fact, is the main object of our meeting. You will feel with . me, I am 
sure, that the task is too heavy for me ; the parties are too many ; the golden 
cup is not large enough for them all. I find myself in like circumstances to a 
Jew who is said to have lived under Prince Radzivil, heir to the Poliish crown, 
who was exceedingly rich and liberal. The Jew was poor, had a wife and a 
numerous family, and was in debt. He was one of RadziviPs admirers, and 
wished hini to be invested with the crown which the Russian Autocrat had 
usurped. The Jew, before his death, was exceedingly anxious to provide for his 
widow and family, and also to pay his debts. He took counsel with his old wife, 
and made a will, by which he bequeathed all his property to Prince Radzivil. 
When the latter was made acquainted with his Jewish inheritance, he came in 
his splendid equipage to see it, and found that it consisted of a little old hut with 
broken furniture, and some tattered books, &c. When he saw this, afld heard 
that the Jew had left a large family unprovided for, and debts unpaid, the will 
appeared to him as a Jewish trick ; but, afler having learned that the Jew had 
been a faithful subject, and had always spoke in favour of his claims to the 
crown, he took the inheritance to himself and paid the debts, provided the widow 
with an annuity, and bestowed a fortune on each of the family. Now, I am 
like this Jew. I am poor in praises and eulogies, and yet am indebted much to 
the Christian church as well as to many Christian individuals, besides a host of 
parties, to whom I desire now to leave a blessing. I shall therefore ascribe all 
ray praise, honour, and blessing to Prince Immanuelj who is rich and liberal, 
heir to the crown of the universe, who is the perfection of humanity, and 
in whom the Godhead dwells bodily. And he, knowing that I take an interest 
in his kingdom, will accept my humble praises, and out of his fulness will repay 
my debts to the Christian church and Christians. He will provide for poor 
Israel ; will crown the efforts of the Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel, 
will smile on our beloved chairman and all the friends present, and will send his 
angel before our brother who is going down to Egypt. Speaking of Egypt, there 
is a legend in the Latin church to the effect that, when the holy family, for fi»ar 
of Herod, fled to Egypt, they rested under the shade of a lofty terebinth, near 
Bethlehem, the tree bent down its branches in adoration to the divine child 
under its shade. The tree, which was last seen by travellers three centuries ago, 
had been highly reverenced by pilgrims for ages, till at length it v^as partly 
burned by fire, and partly manufactured by monks into crosses and chaplets, and 
distributed as articles of great sanctity and value. Near the border of Egypt, 
at Matarieh, there still exists the famous sycamore which, as another legend tellsi 
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sheltered the holy family while reposing there from the parching son. It like« 
wise paid homage to them by lowering its branches around them ; and the cele 
brateid well near that sycamore, called Ain Shems, or Fountain of the Sun, 
sprang up suddenly to meet the wants of the holy fugitives. This place is like- 
wise visited by many pilgrims. These and many other places are celebrated in 
virtue of traditions and fables; but we have, the historical fact that the infant 
Jesus was carried to Egypt and sheltered there. The efforts of the Scottish 
Society, to maintain a missionary station in that country, and preach repent- 
ance and salvation in Cbrist^s name, is better adapted to honour the name 
and memory of the Lord than pilgrimages or wooden relics. And the ladies of 
Paisley, who have nobly undertaken to send a female teacher from this country 
to Alexandria, and establish there a school for Jewish and Gentile girls, 
deserve far more praise than monks or pilgrims. We shall therefore conclude 
by giving a hearty cheer to the ladies of Paisley. 

Rev. Mr Fraseh, of West Nile Street Chapel, Glasgow, said, — Mr Chair- 
man, and my Christian friends, the Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel 
is catholic in its constitution. Various evangelical denominations are repre- 
sented hero this evening, so that, in fact, this is a kind of evangelical alliance 
meeting. And apart/ sir, from the special object that has summoned us together 
at this time, each of us feels, I doubt not, that it is both pleasant and profitable 
to meet occasionally with brethren of different denominations; with thofc who 
bear the image of their common Lord, whose hopes rest on the same foundation, 
whose hearts are animated by the same spirit,^ and who are cheered by the same 
prospect, even that of meeting at last in the many-mansioned house of their 
Father in heaven. Yes, it is delightful, amidst the strife of parties, to meet on 
such occasions as the present ; to feel that the true disciples of Christ, though 
many as the billows, are yet one as the sea ; to catch that spirit of unity which 
is fragrant as tfie sacred oil, and refreshing as the dews of Hermon, and which 
gives a lively idea of that fellowship of kindred minds, which is realised by our 
brethren who have gone before us to that better world where no discordant note 
b ever heard, 

* The home, the happy shore, 

Where hate is not, and envy cannot soar.* 

We are assembled for the purpose of having a parting meeting with our re- 
spected missionary, Dr Philip, previous to his return to Alexandria. The late 
excellent Andrew Fuller, when referring, on one occasion, to the commencement 
of the operations of the Baptist Missionary Society, said — * Our undertaking to 
India really appeared to me, on its commencement, to be somewhat like ft few 
men who were deliberating about the importance of penetrating into a deep 
mine which had never before been explored. We bad no one to guide us, and 
while we were thus deliberating, Carey, as it were, said, ** Well, I will go down 
if you will hold the rope." ' Now, sir, Dr Philip is about to go down also into 
a mine, only it is one which he has himself, to some extent, already explored, and 
the Directors of the Society are to hold the rope. This, I am persuaded, they 
will faithfully do. They will endeavour to hold the rope with a farm hand-— will 
sympathise with then: missionary, and will do what they can to enable him to 
prosecute his labours with comfort and efficiency. And I trust he will bear in 
mind that their position is one of responsibility, and even of difficulty ; that they 
stand in a peculiar relation, not only to the missionaries of the society, but also 
to those of the religious public who support the society by their pecuniary con- 
tributions ; and that they may not, at all times, have it in their power to do all 
they could like to do, in the way of supporting and extending the operations of 
the society. I am sure I express their feelings, when I say that it is their 
earnest desire to discharge their duty alike to the supporters of the society at 
home, and to the missionaries of the society abroad. 

Our best wishes will accompany our esteemed brother to the scene of his former 
and of his future labours. It is our earnest prayer that he, and his beloved 
partner in life, and their dear children, may reach their place of destination in 
safety ; that he may be strengthened from above to prosecute his missionary la- 
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boars cteadfaatly and zealously ; tbat his spirit may be cbeered by the amtle of 
an approving conscience, and by his seeing many of those whose^ spiritaal 
interests he seeks to promote, believing in that Saviour whom their Others 
crucified ; and that, at some far distant day, when his service upon earth comes 
to its close, he may bo able, in faith and hope, to adopt the language of the 
Apostle Paul, and say, * I have fought a good fight, I have finished my coune, I 
have kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous Jud^e, shall give me at that day.* 

And, with regard to ourselves, sir, let us not forget the claims which the de-^ 
scendants of Abraham, the friend of God, have upon our sympathy, our prayers, 
and our active efiforts. They are an important and most interesting portion of 
the human family. We owe them a heavy debt for the benefits which we have 
received from their ancestors. And God has given us ample encouragement to 
labour for their conversion, by the purposes he has revealed, and the promises he 
has given respecting them in his word. Their sufferings have been great, and 
their unbelief has been obstinately maintained ; but his eye is still upon them, 
and * they are beloved for the fathers' sakes.' Their winter has been long and 
dreary, but we trust their spring has come, and that — though still scattered far 
from their own beloved land, and dispersed wide among the nations — the hodr is 
drawing near when they shall be gathered into the fold of Christ — their wander- 
ings at length terminated, and the years spent by them in the captivity of their 
unbelief brought to an end. 

The Bev. Dr Philip said, — Mr Chairman and Christian Friends — How gra- 
tifying must it be to every one of us — and it is especially so to myself— to meet 
with so many Christian friends, who, I have no doubt, take a lively interest in 
the conversion of the Jews, and I have no doubt in the operations of the Scottish 
Society for the Conversion of Israel. It is now about fifteen years since I left 
Scotland for the first time, about six years since I left Scotland for the second 
time, and now for the third time that I shall leave Scotland for the field of Jewish 
missions. I have spent now seven months in Scotland to recruit my health, 
during which time I have visited and addressed many of the friends of Israel, 
and I can only say that I have been much encouraged by the increased interest 
on behalf of the Jews, and by the extreme kindness which I experienced from 
all with whom I had the pleasure to come in contact. All acknowledge that it 
is a matter of fact that Christendom's duty' toward Israel was long neglected. 
It is a fact to which the records of our missions give ample testimony. Though 
for a good number of years many missionaries had gone forth from Scotland to 
]>reach the gospel to the heathens in difierent parts of the world, yet up to about 
sixteen years ago, not a single church in Scotland had a missionary among the 
Jews abroad; and though these missions were formed, and a few missionaries sent 
out to the Jews, yet until six years ago the many churches of the United Pres- 
byterian, Baptist, Congregationalist, and Methodist denominations, had not a 
single missionary to the Jews. And as up to that, time there was no denomi- 
national formation of Jewish mbsions, the Scottish Sodety for the Conversion of 
Israel was formed as a channel through which all these denominations might 
have an opportunity to send their efibrts, and exercise their Christian philan- 
thropy and love towards the Jews, as they had done before towards the heathen 
world, at least as long as they should have no Jewish mission in direct oonnec- 
tion with their respective churches. Thus the Scottish Society for the Conver- 
sion of Israel has made up a deficiency which had been so long felt by many true 
friends of Israel. 

In addressing the many friends in Scotland during my stay here, I had every 
reason to encourage them ; and from what I have seen durintf my fifteen years' 
labour in the mission field among the Jews, comparing it witb the progress ot 
other missions, I can only say that Jewish missions have met with more success 
than any other mission in the world. Though Jewish missions have only recently 
been commenced — I say recently, in comparison with the years duiing which 
other missions have been established— yet you will find that there is not a nnffle 
Jewish mission, notwithstanding the many disadvantages, the few efforts, we 
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many dimppcunimeQU, vhere there ii not the fruit to be seen in more or le94 
converts who are now humble followers of the Lamb ; whereas in other missions 
we find that men, some of them the most able and most devoted, have been 
labouring for five, ten, and even twenty years, like Dr Morrison in China, and 
others in India, without seeinp; one single convert, though their lubours have not 
been in vain, and their successors reaped the fruit of their labours. We 
have had similar experience, and, like these men of God, have often been 
encoqraged by the fulfilment of God^s encouraging promise, * Cast thy bread 
upon the waters, and it shall be found after many days.' I remember several 
interesting instances of Jews who had been under the instruction of missionaries 
for a considerable time, and then they disappeared, and the missionaries felt 
almost as if .their labours had been in vain; but often we have found — and 
I had myself the experience in several instances — that such had cast up again in 
other missionary stations, where they were converted and baptized. (The 
speaker then related some very interesting cases of this nature, which had come 
under his own notice, and at the same time what had been done by the publica- 
tion of acceptable tracts among them.) But we will see better the encourage- 
ment in Jewish missions, when we consider the difference of Jewish missions 
between fifteen years ago and now. Then, fifteen years ago, the Jews would not 
speak with the missionary, they would not receive any Scripture or tracts from 
the missionary except for the purpose of burning them, neither would they send 
the children to their schools. The rabbins pronounced the ban, and the local 
authorities laid every possible obstacle in the way of the missionary. But by 
the constant, unwearying efforts of the missionaries, trusting in the Lord, they 
have overcome many of these difficulties. We have now the Jews to con« 
verse with us freely ; they receive our tracts, and oflen buy our Scriptures, and 
send their children to our schools. The fanaticism of the Jews has greatly given 
wa}' — ^we hear seldom now of a ban pronounced by the rabbi against the mis- 
sionaries ; and many of the authorities, especially in Mahommeaan dominions, 
stand no longer in our way in carrying on our labours amongst the Jews and as 
missionaries to the Jews, likewise among (ho Mahommedans, whom we otherwise 
would not be able to reach. We have an example of this in our school at 
Alexandria, where we have Jewish, Mahommedan, also Koman Catholic, and 
Greek children. All are taught the Bible, all pray together. We preach 
wheresoever and in whatsoever language we like, both in public and in private, 
and no person hinders us. Who, then. Christian friends, can but be encouraged 
by this great progress and success in Jewish missions ? 

But when giving such like interesting and encouraging accounts to the friends 
of the cause here, in Scotland, I took especial care not to convey exaggerated 
ideas, and have always taken pains to give them plainly to understand that, not- 
withstanding thisencouraging progress, the Jews are still opposed to the truth as it 
is in Christ ; yea, the same as they have ever been before, unwilling to receive 
Christ; and their object in visiting and conversing with the missionaries is by no 
means intended by them to be instructed for the purpose of being converted to 
Christ. But the Lord has countenanced and blessed Jewish missions. Before 
the labours of missionaries, fanaticism and ignorance have greatly given way, and 
are disappearing daily, more and more, and many a door, which formerly was 
shut, is now open. 

Thus enabled to encourage you. Christian friends, in respect to Jewish missions, 
let me ask you to extend your liberality, to be more fervent in prayer, and to 
give your support to the Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel, to enable 
the Directors to embrace those opportunities which are now presented for send- 
ing more and more labourers abroad ; let us enter the door while it is open, and 
labour while it is yet day. You have every reason to hope to receive blessings 
in return. The promise in God's own words is, ' they that love Zion shall 
prosper.' Allow me, in conclusion, to thank you for your interest in Israel, and 
for your kindness in meeting me here once more, this evening, before ray departure 
for the field of my labours. I go forward with great encouragement, and trust 
that we will go unitedly forward in the great work of the Lord, to fulfil our 
great destiny here on earth, to co-operate with our God to bring to pass the great 
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things wLich he has promised, and may our united prayer be always, 'Thy 
kingdom come, and thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.' Our reward 
will be in heaven, and the glory will be to Him who loved us, and gave himself 
for us. 

The Rev. A. G. Forbes, Minister of Hanover Street Congregational 
Church, Gla'fegow, at the request of the President, then offered prayer, 
specially imploring a blessing on Dr Philip and his labours, and com- 
mending him and his family to the care of Divine providence. 

After a service of Fruit, 

The Rev. J. S. Taylor next addressed the meeting. He ber^an by adverting 
to the liberal character of the society that was sending out Dr Philip to Alexan- 
dria. It was supported by good men of all evangelical denommations; and 
afforded a platform on which they could meet, and an important object which 
they could combine in furthering. He noticed that, being a Scottish society, it 
was likely to obtain the more countenance and support in this part of the island, 
especially as its frame-work and its aims gave it so just a claim on the approval 
of his countrymen. He mentioned what the possession of the scriptures and a 
pure form of Christianity had done for Scotland, and how much it became her to 
labour for the diffusion of divine truth, not forgetting, in her affectionate concern 
for benighted Gentiles, God's ancient people, the Jews. The Jews of Alexan- 
dria (Mr T. observed), were persons to whom the church was greatly indebted. 
The Greek version of the Old Testament, which was so widely circulated and so 
much read in the days of the apostles, and which tended, under God, to prepare 
many for the reception of the gospel message, that version was made in Alexan- 
dria, and by the Jews who dwelt there in the time of the Ptolemies; and Apollos, 
that eloquent man, mighty in the scriptures, who was of such service to the 

frimitive churches in Asia Minor and in. Greece, was a Jew, born at Alexandria, 
f we are now seeking the conversion of the Jews at Alexandria, said Mr Taylor, 
and are sending back amongst them a divinel^'-taught, and eminently-attractive 
eon of Abraham, to bring them to the knowledge of that Saviour in whom he is 
now glorying, we are only making a proper return for benefits received. Mr 
Taylor then glanced at the canal that was soon to be made across the Isthmus 
of Suez, and concluded by urging the importance of having such a man as Dr 
Philip in a city which would more and more become a place of resort. Provi- 
dence seemed to be indicating that Alexandria was one of the best positions 
which a converted member of the house of Israel, eager to do good to his kins- 
men according to the flesh, could at present occupy. Let Dr Philip observe the 
sign, and be cheered by it ; and let the friends of the Jewish people in Scotland 
follow him to his sphere of labour with their sympathy and their prayers. 

The Rev. J. Logax Aikman said — Interest in this society, and special in- 
terest in Dr Philip, made me start this morning at 5 oVlock, and travel more 
than a hundred miles, to be present with you this evening. Somehow I fancy 
that I have peculiar ties to our esteemed friend, from a very long acquaintance, 
from coming much into contact with him in my neighbourhood, and chiefly from 
his being connected with my own church. As a son of Abraham, I regard him 
with growing interest and endearment ; as a friend and brother in Christ, the 
more I know him the more I find in him to admire and imitate . . . Passing from 
the guest of the evening to the cause with which he is associated, we can now 
point to great facts in proof, that God is, in these days, working a great work in 
Israel. Interest in that interesting people is not now confined to a few stray indi- 
viduals, but has spread widely over the Christian church. The fact is deeply signi- 
ficant, that there are now CO clergymen in the Church of England, and several hun- 
dreds of labourers in the gospel throughout Europe, furnished by the reclaimed sons 
of Abraham. Our own little society has added t o the general missionary exchequer 
more than a thousand pounds annually. It cannot fail, however, that, in a year such as 
this, from double income-tax, and the high rate ofprovisions, our funds suffer, foraU 



Jan., 1856.] tub friend of Israel. 155 

congregations will more or less be afiected by the pressure upon the general public, 
and denominational missions call for the earlier attention ; yet we fondly cherish 
the hope, that those friends whom God has signally blessed will, by Increased 
liberality, furnish compensation for lack of service in their poorer brethren. The 
Ratifying fact has been told me, since entering this room, thiit a lady in Glasgow 
has oflered to give a tenth part of the entire support of a missionary to the 
Jews in connection with our society ; and wo may well indulge the hope, that 
nine individuals will shortly advance to the help of this benevolent lady, so as to 
add one more agent to our zealous band. 

To argue in favour of this society in the presence of its friends and patrons, 
may look like a work of supererogation ; yet we cannot forego the opportunity 
of dropping a few simple hints. . . . Let it not be supposed, then, that we 
underrate the importance of missions to the Gcnlilus when we say that the Jews 
are entitled to our earlier consideration. We might point you, in support of 
this position, to the fact, that Jewish missions offer the earlier and larger return 
for the expenditure of effort. Tlie Jews, speaking of them generally, already 
possess the Bible and are familiar with its contents ; in that Bible they read the 
gospel in symbol ; all that they want is the key of Christianity to unlock the 
treasury of divine grace. How diflerent, how very different, with the blinded 
nations who are sunk in mind-debasing, heart-withering idolatry ; you have all 
their former structure to overthrow, and a new order of thought and principle to 
establish. In the case of the Jews you liave only to give them in the gospel 

Him for whom they search in the books of Moses and the Prophets 

Supposing that you have conversions in both fields of Christian agency, the Jews 
are of more value to the church than the Gentiles. Their education is already far 
advanced — they are able to impart not only ivhat they receive but as they receive 
— and, speaking generally, they thirst for engagement in the service of the gospel 
soon as they receive the truth as it is in Jesus. In consequence of their expa- 
triated condition they have no fatherland to abandon ; because of the len;acy of 
blood-guiltiness^ bequeathed by their blinded sires, they are eager to lead Israel 
to find redemption in Jesus* blood. They look upon Him whom their sins have 
pierced as Gentiles cannot ; they mourn with a bitterness of spirit to which Gen- 
tiles arc strangers ; they love and labour with a warmth and energy peculiar to 
themselves. Moreover, they have advantages which peculiarly (jualify them for 
immediate and earnest labour in their physical constitution, their mental struc- 
ture, their acquaintance with spoken languages, and their familiarity with the 
divine oracles. . , . How very differently it fares with us in the heathen 
field. Education must be commenced at its earliest rudiments ; not that genera- 
tion but the next furnish your only hopes for the supply of gospel labourers ; and 
with the children of converts you must begin at the beginning, and wait over 
many years for the development ; and then you have all the contingencies inci- 
dent to training in decision of character, in mental gifts, and in spiritual fervour. 
We would say, then, whether you look for the fruit of Christian effort in actual 
converts, or in duly qualified labourers, the field of Jewish missions offers im- 
mensely greater advantages than that of the Gentiles. We are well aware that 
in both sections of the one field the Spirit of God must work to give efficiency 
to human exertions, that the heart must be divinely opened ere the gospel of truth 
can be received; but, speaking as men, and reasoning abstractly upon the proba- 
bilities of the case, we maintain that our position is sound, and that our inference 
cannot be assailed. 

But we might rise higher, and assert that the place which Israel holds in 
prophecy, and the prominence given to Israel in Christ's parting commission, 
demand of Christians an early and earnest solicitude for the seed of Abraham. 
This is not the time and place to discuss prophecy, but you cannot fail to have 
observed that the bright future of Christ's church is closely associated with Israel, 
and that the latter-day glory shall come with the dawning of the time which God 
has set to favour Zion. Take only one example : * The light of the moon shall 
be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be seven-fold, as the 
light of seven days, in the day when the Lord bindeth up the breach of his people, 
and healeth the stroke of their wound.' 
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The prominence given to Israel in the Saviour^s commission guides in the 
same direction. The order appointed by^he Saviour cannot be disturbed or 
reversed with impunity. It has already been proved to you that that order was 
not merely designed for the primitive apostles, but applies to the Church of 
every age. We dare not proceed in our circuit of the earth without beginning at 
Jerusalem. We cannot succeed in our efforts among the Gentiles without the 
help of the Jews, whom God has preserved by a succession of splendid miracles 
to bless mankind. Former neglect of the Jews may go far to account for 
unfruitfulness in Gentile fields of labour. Revived interest in the Jews has been 
accompanied with increased success in heathendom. If a mere coincidence, and 
not necessarily involved in the divine purposes and precepts, the facts are re- 
markably striking: but wo dare not enter upon this interesting branch of inves- 
tigation. 

Not, therefore, with less interest in the Gentiles, but with more in the Jews ; 
with double diligence in both directions, whilst carefully observing the Saviour's 
distinction, let us, in humble dependence upon the promise of divine support, 
arise and plead God's own cause ; and as surely as Lazarus waked from the sleep 
of death at the command of Christ, so surely will Israel rouse from bis spiritaal 
torpor under the words and works of faith of the Saviour's followers. 

The President then gave a pleasing review of the evening's proceed- 
ings, and after making some pointed and appropriate remarks on the 
duties of missionaries and the claims of Jewish Missions on the support 
of Christians, brought the proceedings of the evening to a close, by pro- 
nouncing the benediction. The friends of the Mission at Edinburgh 
intend holding a Social Meeting in honour of Dr Philip before be leaves 
this country. 
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SCOTTISH SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS. 
HOME PROCEEDINGS, 

LBGTUaBS, SbRHONS, AND MeETINOS IN CONNECTION WITH THB SOOTTISH SOOIBIT 

FOB THE Conversion of Israel. 



n^te. Place. Nature of Service. 
1855. 

Nov. 6. Glasgow (Society's Rooms), . Prayer Meeting, 

" 10. Paisley (Abbey Close U.P. Ch.), Sermon, 

11. East Linton (U.P.Ch.), . . . « 

11. Dnnbar(lstU.P. Ch.), ... « 

11. Bradford (U.P. Ch.) " 

12. Paisley (Thread St. U.P. Ch.), . Lecture, 
18. Glasgow (Eglinton St. U.P. Ch.), Sermon, 
18. Do. (CambridgeSt.U.P.Ch.\ " 
18. Cleckheaton (Cong, Church), '. " 
25. Bannockbum (U.P. Ch.), . . " 
25. Stirling (Cong. Chapel), . . . 
25. Peebles (East U.P. Ch.), . . . 
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Speak en. 

Rev. J. W. Borlaud 
Mr Salkinson. 
Rev. Dr PhiUp. 
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Rev. T. Henderson. 

Mr Salkinson. 
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Rev. T. Hendersofu 
Mr Salkinson. 

a 

Rev. Dr Philip. 



A^ minister in a rural district in the north 
of Scotland, in forwarding a contribution 
from his church, writes thus:— 'I thank 
you for furnishing me monthly with The 
Friend of Israel My people have contri- 
buted for thirty-two years for the salvation 



of the seed of Israel. Our poor nordMn 
district is not unacquainted with Al 
present state of that people. I chrcoltto tt> 
Friend of Israel, and often bring 1wfbnl¥ 
public any intelligence I reodve hm^ 
on Jewish Missions.' 
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GENERAL INTELLIGENCE, 



AMERIOAN ASSOCIATE REFORM 
CHURCH. 

DAMASCUS. 

Miriam and Werdj remain bero, and now 
haTe the sole charge of the school. They 
are ahowing themselves verj capable, both 
for teaching and governing. Contrary to 
otir fean^ the namber of pupils have not 
decreased on account of your sistcr^s leaving. 
Personal attachment to her seemed for a 
long time to be the principal bond by which 
they were kept together m the school ; but 
now, while they still enthusiastically love 
her, they seem also to love their school, 
their teachers, and their books. That these 
wealthy and proud Jewesses should have 
been brought thus cheerfully to submit to 
two Christian girls who are but little their 
seniors, and who are, moreover, from a lower 
and despised family, and thi^t this should 
have been effected almost entirely by gentle 
means, is a triumph. The mutual hatred of 
the Jew and Christian is most intense and 
bitter. It is not simply the hatred of Jew 
to Christian which exists in all quarters of 
the globe, but it is tenfold aggravated by 
local circumstances. The Christians Rrmly 
believe that at each passover the Jews knead 
their unleavened bread with Christian blood, 
and tho remembrance of their cruel perse- 
cution of the Jews some years since, of 
which you have doubtless read, still rankles 
in the hearts of the latter. The Christians 
still believe that the Jews killed Friar 
Thomas and a Christian child; and even 
many grown-up persons would as soon 
think of venturing into pandemonium (espe- 
cially towards evening) as into the Jewish 
quarter. During the passover we called at 
the Jewish bouse in which it was said the 
body of the friar was concealed under the 
pavement. The ears of the head of the 
family are still like donkeys* ears, having 
been thus stretched in his torments. Others 
remember tho splints which were driven 
under their finger-nails, the burning brim- 
stone which they were forced to inhale, and 
the many bitter torments to which they 
were subjected. Such being the feeling be- 
tween the two parties, we have found it 
extremely difficult to induce their children 
to study together on the same seat^ and play 
together in the same court in peace. But 
this difficult and delicate matter has. been 
managed, and here has been another triumph 
of the love of the gospel. The lion and the 
lamb have lain down together. I have just 
laid down my pen to behold from my window 
a scene, the like of which has not been 
witnessed in Damascus except here for many 
years, viz., a whole bevy of Jewish and 
Chrutian girls playing together like sisters.* 

* T am torry to say that two girls, (the dangh- 



Our school at Damascus was closed last 
week. ' It was with great reluctance and 
sorrow, and with many tears, that the girls 
left for their hom^s for a vacation of six 
weeks, or two months. It is astonishing to 
us how well tho interest of that dear school 
has been kept up, and how largely it has 
been appreciated by parents and children. 
Let us unitedly praise Him from whom 
the blessings have come which have so 
largely gladdened our hearts. 

At the close of the school, Mr Lansing 
brought Werdy and Miriam up to this place, 
and they are now making themselves highly 
useful here. We have just commenced a 
new enterprise in Bludan, in the form of a 
school for boys and girls. It was opened 
the day before yesterday in one of the houses 
in the village, with three scholars — to-day 
it numbers twenty. They are the most ab- 
ject and degraded-looking children you ever 
saw, literally covered with rags and filth, 
and probably not one of them knowing that 
he has a soul, or who made him. But they 
love the school, and are learning, and we have 
no doubt will do well. 



FREE CHURCH MISSION. 

HOLLAND — OHlilSTIAN CO-OPEBATION. 

In our last Number we gave some inter- 
esting illustrations of this from a letter of 
Mr Schwartz to the Convener of the Jewish 
Mission. Since then, the Convener has 
received a very interesting letter from our 
other Jewish missionary at Amsterdam, 
giving the particulars of a visit recently paid 
by him to the provinces, some of which, 
however, are of too private a nature to be 
printed. Not only have committees been 
formed in different towns for Jewish effort 
and prayer, consisting both of Churchmen 
and Separatists, who have hitherto been to 
each other as Jews and Samaritans, but 
those Churchmen who refused to act .with 
Separatists in this matter have felt it 
necessary to organise committees of their 
own ; and thus this blessed work is only the 
more promoted. The following extract 
'from Mr Smith's letter reveals what we are 
confident is the state of thousands of intelli- 
gent and upright Jews; — it makes one's 
heart bleed for them, and irresistibly draws 
forth the Psalmist's prayer, * that the 
salvation of Israel were come out of Zion !* 

*In I made the acquaintance of a very 

interesting Jewish family, consisting of a 
man, his wife, and several children. He 
evidently felt at first somewhat embarrassed 

ten of Doeb, who was baptized and admitted to 
our churcli last January,) are yet forced to stand 
in the background, not being allowed to play with 
their sisters according to the flesh. Doeb's 
offence in leaving the religion of his fathers, is 
with tho Jews an unpardonable one. 
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on being addressed on the subject of Chris- 
tianity by a perfect stranger ; but his con- 
fidence was gradually won, and his heart 
began to expand and open. He then told 
me, that for a long time he had felt much 
disquited on the subject of religion. He had 
come to see the absurdity and hollowness 
of Judaism, and had hoped to find more 
satisfaction in Christianity ; but the idolatry 
of the Romish Church, and the divided 
opinions of Protestants, and tho carelessness 
and immorality prevalent among all parties 
had disappointed his expectalions, and de- 
terred him from further inquiry. The prac- 
tical conclnsion he had come to was — that 
there mnst be good men in all ch arches,, but 
that clearness and certainty on the subject 
of religion are not attainable in this world. 
Still, he confessed that his mind was not in 
peace ; and the tear started to his eye as ho 
made .the confession — his wifo meanwhile 
standing by, looking intently on, apparently 
in deep sympathy with the sentiments of her 
husbaud. I endeavoured as I best could to 
reanimate the flickering hope in his mind, 
which, though weak, was not extinguished — 
pointing to the beautiful harmony in tho 
great plan of God from the beginning, in the 
convergence of all the promises, institutions, 
and dealings of God during the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, — in the manifestation of 
Christ in the flesh, and again in the stream- 
ing forth from him, as the centre of all his- 
tory, of those truths in their renovated form, 
which have met no other reception among 
men than was.just to be expected, and which, 
notwithstanding many appearances to the 
contrary, are triumphing against all opposi- 
tion and promise, at no distant date, the 
subjugation and regeneration of the world. 
When made to see*that the things which had 
staggered him were but the necessary and 
expected evolutions of a plan, which embraces 
not only a manifestation of God's grace and 
lore, but of man's sin and perverseness, and 
receives, therefore, in the latter, not a refu- 
tation, but a positive confirmation, his mind 
seemed to receive both light and comfort 
Having further urged on his attention some 
truths more closely bearing on his personal 
state before God. I took leave, with expres- 
sions of mutual interest, equally hearty on 
both sides, carrying with me the conviction 
that here and there, amidst the arid wastes 
of Israel, there are still to be found thirsty 
souls, which long, unknown to themselves, 
fur tiie living water which issues from the 
sanctuary of God. I commended this family 
to the attention and care of the Committee 
which had just been constituted. 

Mr Smith adds the following interesting 
circumstance: — 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that the 
Rev. Mr Herwaarden, who was lately struck 
by lightning in the pulpit, and who was 



almost literally carried from the midst of his 
Christian activity to heaven in a chariot of 
fire, had long cherished the idea of uniting all 
the Christians of Holland in a prayer-unioo 
for the conversion and restoration of the Jews. 
This fact our colporteurs learned, doriog 
their journey, from his own brother. — Record 
of the Free Church of Scotland* 



DEATH OF BARON AMSCHEL DE 
ROTHSCHILD. 

Tlie<idvices from Frankfort to-day mention 
the death of Barcn Amschel de Rothschild, 
the eldest of the five brothers, who constituted 
the senior members of the family. His age 
was eighty-five, and he was held in great 
consideration throughout Germany. — Tme$, 

The 'Post-Amst Gazette^' of Frankfort, 
contains tho following: — *0n the morning 
of the 9th inst., took place the funeral of 
Baron Anselm 4e Rothschild. Although the 
deceased hai expressed a w^ish that the 
burial might be cf the simplest description, 
a large number of person?, of all classes, 
followed his hearse, and not less than 150 
carriages. His will' bequeaths numerous 
legacies to the charitable institutions of the 
town. M. de Rothschild, leaving no direct 
descendants, has named the eldest son of bis 
brother Solomon, who died in Paris, his 
principal heir. Of his five brothers, who 
founded that great house, only one survives, 
namely, the head of the Paris firm, Baron 
James de Rothschild.' — Jetoish Cknmide^ 
Dec, 14, 1865. 

PALESTINE. 

RETURN OF THE RET. J. MILI.S FROM 
THE EAST. 

On Wednesday evening last, a meeting, 
very numerously attended, was held at the 
Jewin Street School-room, for the purpose of 
welcoming the Rev. John Mills, upon his 
safe return from Palestine, which conntry he 
has lately visited, on a mission of inqairy 
among the Jews. After partaking of tea, 
the chair was occupied by the Rev. Robert 
Jones, M. A., incumbent of All Saints, Ro- 
therhithe, who called upon the Rer. S. R. 
Ward, from Canada, to engage in prayer. 
The reverend chairman then introduced Mr 
Mills to the meeting, and expressed the 
gratification he felt at seeing him again 
among bis family and friends, and trusted 
that ho would add to his and the meeting's 
pleasure by relating some incidents connected 
with his interesting journey. The Rev. J. 
Mills felt compliance with the chairman's 
request to be a very pleasing duty, and only 
regretted that time would not permit him to 
enter more fully into the subject. His first 
point of landing in the East had been Alex- 
andria, from whence he proceeded to Cairo, 
partly by railway, and partly by ateam upon 
the Nile. In the capital of ancient Egypt, 
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wbidi contains 250,000 Inhabitants, he 
found about 5000 Jews, and stayed among 
them nine days. Thej are apparently poor, 
and have strong indacements to conceal their 
wealth, supposing they are possessed of any. 
They support ten poor synagogues, and have 
few schools, in which the children ere taught 
merely to read Hebrew. Mr Mills' reception 
among them was kind and courteous; and 
he made several excursions in the neighbour- 
hood of Cairo, such as the Pyramids, Heli- 
opolis (the On of Scriptnre), etc Instead of 
proceeding across the Desert, as at first con- 
templated, he returned to Alexandria, and 
proceeded by way of Jaffa and Remleh 
(Joppa and Arimathea of Scripture) to 
Jerusalem. The reverend gentleman gave 
a very minute description of the city and its 
inhabitants, Its churches, synagogue, and 
mosques, together with the missions, and the 
schools connected with them. The costumes 
of different sects of the Jews were exhibited, 
as well as those of the common and the 
Bedouin Arabs. During his stay of about 



two months at Jerusalem, Mr Mills was in 
constant communication with the rabbis, 
who received him with much kindness, and 
on one occasion had a special prayer offered 
up in the synagogue on his behalf. From 
Jerusalem, he visited the Valley of the Jor- 
dan, the Dead Sea, Hebron, Bethlehem, 
Nablous (Shechem), Mount Gerizim, and 
Mount Ebal, where a portion of the Samari- 
tans still continue their sacrifices. He also 
visited Nazareth, Lake Tiberias, Saphet, 
Damascus, Balbec, Lebanon, Mount Carmel, 
Tyre and Sidon, and fmally reached Con« 
etantinople, from whence he returned, aban- 
doning his intention of proceeding to the 
Crimea, on account of the present state of 
the country. William Jones, Esq., of Green- 
wich, proposed a vote of thanks to Mr MillSf 
which was seconded by the Rev. Dr Davies, 
of Guildford Street, and carried unanimously. 
After a vote of thanks to the chairman, the 
meeting was dismissed with the benediction 
by the Kev. Owen Thomas, of Jewin Cres- 
cent. — Jewish Chronicle, Oct, 26. 



THE CLIMAX OF BENEVOLENCE; 

on THE GOLDEN LADDER OF OQARITr. 

(Translated from Maimonides.) 
Therb are eight degrees or stops, says 
Maimonides, In the duty of charity. 

The first and lowest degree is to give — but 
with reluctance or regret. This is the gift 
of the hand, but not of the heart. 

The second is to give cheerfully, but not 
proportionate to the distress of the sufferer. 

The third is to give cheerfully and pro- 
portionately, but not until wo are sol'citcd. 

The fourth is to give cheerfully, propor- 
tionately, and even unsolicited ; but to put 
it in the poor man's hand, thereby exciting 
in him the painful emotion of shame. 

The fifth is to give charity in such a way 
that the distressed may receive the bounty, 
and know their benefactor, without being 
known to him. Such was the conduct of 
some of our ancestors, who used to tie up 
money in the hind-corners of their cloaks, 
so that the poor might take it unperceived. 

The sixth, which rises still higher, is to 
know the objects of our bounty, but remain 
unknown to them. Such was the conduct 
of those of our ancestors, who used to convey 
their charitable gifts into poor people's 
dwellings ; taking care that their own pcr^ 
sons and names should remain unknown. 



The seventh Is still more meritorious, 
namely, to bestow charity in such a way 
that the benefactor may not know the relieved 
objects, nor they the name of their benefactor; 
as was done by our charitable forefathers 
during the existence of the temple. For 
there was in that holy building a place 
called the Chamber of Silence or Unosten- 
tatiou, wherein the good deposited secretly 
whatever their generous hearts suggested, 
and from which the most respectable poor 
families were maintained with equal se- 
crecy.* 

Lastly, the eighth and most meritorious 
of all, is to anticipate charity, by preventing 
poverty; namely, to assist the reduced 
brother, either by a considerable gift, or a loan 
of money, or by teaching him a trade, or by 
putting him in the way of business, so that he 
may cam an honest livelihood, and not be for- 
ced to the dreadful alternative of holdingnp his 
hand for charity. And to this the Scriptures 
allude, when it says, * And if thy brother 
be waxen poor and fallen in decay with thee, 
then thou shalt support him ; yea, though 
he be a stranger or sojourner ; that he live 
with thee.' This is the highest step and 
the summit of charity's Golden Ladder.— 
Asmonean» 
* Hence, probably, the origin of charity-boxes. 



MISCELLANY. 



JERUSALEM. — Jewish IJberaUiy, 
Whilst the Rev. J. Mills, (author of the 
work, * British Jews ') was staying at Jeru- 
lalem, a few weeks since, the Jews, during 
the service la synagogue, offered up the 
following prayer on his behalf, the result of 



friendly Intercourse and respect : — * He who 
dispenseth salvation unto kings, and dominion 
unto princes; whose kingdom is an over- 
lasting kingdom ; who delivered His servant 
David from the destructive sword; who 
maketh a way in the sea, and a path 
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throQgb the mighty waters ; may He bless, 
preservei goard, assist, exalt, and greatly 

Srosper our most esteemed friend, John 
[ills. May the &upi*eme King of kings, 
through His infinite mercy, preserve him 
and grant him life, and deliver him from all 
manner of trouble and danger.* — Christian 
Times, 



say, in Poland where the Piinoe is goTnrnor, 
the Jews have not been exempted from 
enlistment. — Jewish Chronicle, 



TURKEY. 

It is stated that a firman of the Sultan 
orders the Jewish females to abandon their 
traditional head-dress and to adopt one after 
the Turkish fashion. This innovation, it is 
said, has been regarded with dislike by the 
more elderly Jewish ladies; but the Grand 
l^abbin*s lady has, in her own person, given 
the example of submission to the imperial 
decree. — Jewish Chronicle. 

Prejudice never Dies. — The fanatical 
persecution of the Jews which, in civilized 
couutries, exists only in name, ceemed lately 
to have revived at Schiron, near Salonica 
(Turkey in Europe), and to have threatened 
sad results. A Christian peasant arrived at 
this place on the 1st of March last, and was 
missed shortly afterwards. The ancient 
superstition which attributes to the Jews the 
necessity of employing blood in the compo- 
sition of their unleavened bread for the Pass- 
over, was revived amongst that credulous 
people. The Pacha seeing the agitation pro- 
duced by the disappearance of the peasant, 
ordered domiciliary visits to the Jewish 
dwellings, and though nothing was disco- 
vered that could indicate even the slightest 
traces of crime, the agitation and the thirst 
for revenge augmented hourly, and the very 
next day the inhabitants determined to break 
oflF all intercourse with the Jews. They 
even refused to sell them bread, in spite of 
the tears and lamentations of these unfortu- 
nates; a massacre was already anticipated, 
and the scenes of Damascus were about to 
be re-enacted, when the peasant was dis- 
covered sound asleep under the bench of a 
wine shop, under which he had fallen in a 
state of intoxication. — Archives Israelites, 



MOLDAVIA. 

Some difficulty has arisen between the 
Government and the Ottoman ministry, the 
latter having replied in favourable terms to a 
petition by the Jews of the province for 
greater freedom. — Globe, 

RUSSIA. 

The ukase of the 6th May, commanding 
a levy of recruits in Russia, has spared the 
Jews. This measure is attributed to PHQe% 
Paskiewitch, who, it is said, has lately re- 
marked the dreadfal oppression which weighs 
upon the Russian Jews. But, strange to 



TUB HOLT LAND. 

The Chief Rabbi of Marseilles has ren- 
dered an account to his colleagues of the 
Consistoire, on the subject of the distribu- 
tion of the funds received in the triennial 
collections of 1842 to 1852, in aid of the 
four communities of the Holy Land. The 
total has been — 

In 1842 8,194,95 

« 1846 2,078,10 

" 1849 2,728,00 

" 1852 2,087,10 

These figures are interesting at the mo- 
ment when the legacy of Juda Touro, of 
New Orleans, and the presence of Sir Noses 
Montefiore, promises to eflect more dedsive 
modifications in the fate and habits of the 
Jews of Palestine. The sums were sent to 
the cities of Jerusalem, Hebron, Safet, and 
Tiberias. We have gone over these figures 
with interest, but this interest would have 
been much greater if details of how the funds 
had been given, and the result described ; in 
our times no more will be given unless per- 
sons know exactly what use b made of their 
contributions 

An authentic account has reached us, 
from the Holy Land, that a considerable 
number of rabbis are greatly disappointed 
at the proceedings of Sir Moses Montefiore. 
But the greater their displeasure, the 
greater our satisfaction, for in this displea- 
sure we perceive the best proof of the energy 
and independence with which the philan- 
thropist adopts his measures. When the 
physician operates, the patient cries. He is 
a bad physician who performs his work 
imperfectly because of the outcry. The 
disappointment of a bigoted population, 
unaccustomed to work, is very natural when 
exertion and labour are made the indispen- 
sable conditions for obtaining bread. 

BADEN. 

The higher authorities of Manhefm (Grand 
Duchy of Baden), in order to wean the 
Jewish population, especially that of the 
rural districts, from peddling and simihir 
trading pursuits, has established a !a# 
awarding premiums to be granted to sudi 
Jews as apply themselves exdurifely to 
agricultural pursuits. It has Juftt awarded 
ten premiums of forty-five florins each, to 
two Israelites, one of whom cultivated eight, 
and the other six acres of land ; the latter 
accompanied with an honourable ezpnssion 
of api^robation of the excdient order wUdi 
reigns in every part of his establishment— 
L'Umvert IsraeUie, 
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**JLKD SO ALL ISBABL SHALL BB SAVED.*' 



A RECENT VISIT TO NAZARETH. 



The sun was past the meridian, and the refreshing breeze wafted from the 
hills around, was for me the signal to depart. I wished the venerable 
priest good-by, and taking leave of the church and the water-pot in it, 
I left Kefer Keene for Nazareth, For there, at least, I should have 
ample opportunity to indulge safely in associations of events endeared 
beyond compare to every one whose faith is in Christ. There I should 
study the features of a scenery with which, undoubtedly, he was familiar 
during the greater part of his life on earth ; there I should tread the 
ground he must have trod. There I need not be told, ' he was here, or 
he went there.' There I can but look around, worship and give thanks. 

The road, outside the village, passes by a large fountain of clear 
abundant water which flows into a square trough of ancient workman- 
ship; and issuing from thence, continues to gurgle among groves of 
olives, pomegranates, and evergreens, on its way down the narrow valley 
which it fertilises as in days of old, when Zabulon rejoiced in the produce 
of his land. Crossing this dell, we began to ascend a rugged path on 
the hill opposite ; now among rocks and by the edge of a deep ravine ; 
and then winding through luxuriant crops of wheat, from whence the 
village of Kefer Keene — ^retired although on the pilgrim's route — looked 
picturesque and at peace. We crossed the brow of the hill and descended 
into a glen on the other side, leaving the small hamlet of Er-reine against 
the hill on our right. Then along the narrow path that winds against 
the height immediately before us, through groves of almonds and of olive 
trees, and across meadows covered with the richest herbage, until we 
reached the summit of the hill ; from whence, to my surprise and infinite 
delight, my eyes rested on the most deeply interesting view a poor 
sinner, servant of Christ, may be allowed to see in this world. 

As I wished to remain here alone and undisturbed, in order, if possible, 
to mark my first impressions of this scene, in a pencil sketch — and to 
dwell on the landscape before me, I sent onwards my servants, to pitch 
my tent on the spot I pointed out to them, in an olive-grove, between the 
.church and fountain of the Virgin and the town ; and there to make 
ready for my coming. 

The spot on which I was standing, might be ap^io^tvsA^'j <iQUx^«t<ii\ 

o 



162 THE FBIBND OF ISRAEL. [Feb., 1856. 

to the upper row of seats in an amphitheatre of hills which rise around 
the secluded town of Nazareth, as if to shelter it and to shut it out from 
the rest of the world. The town itself, built against the slope of the hill, 
facing the east and south and surrounded by thickets of prickly pear, 
evergreens and groves of fig, olive, and other trees — occupies, as it were, 
the lower tier of the amphitheatre, just above the narrow meadow plain 
spread in the hollow beneath and covered with pastures and flocks. 
Beyond the ridge of hills opposite, on the other side of this plain and to 
the south-east, arose the grassy summit of Little Hermon (Jebel ed-Duhy) 
and the more distant hills of Gilboah (Jelbun), at the foot of which lies 
Jezreel ; and behind these the horizon was bounded on the east by the 
hills of Bashan and of Gilead ; on the south by those of Samaria and 
of Judea, and closed in to the west with the level heights of Carmel above 
Taanach ai^ Megiddo, across the plain of Jezreel. 

The air was soft and fragrant of the smell of the gum-cistus which 
grows here in abundance. And the hills which already cast their long 
afternoon shadows across the plains, appeared in a well-defined outline 
against the sky, and left at once on the mind a clear and distinct impres- 
sion of their form and relative position. The scene I beheld was a reality. 
I carried my thoughts back some thousand years and then saw on the 
landscape before me, Saul and his men repairing to the retired village of 
Endor at the foot of Little Hermon ; — his army routed by the Philistines, 
and his own fall on Mount Gilboah — ^the stronghold of Omri among the 
hills of Samaria. Then Ahab at Jezreel — Elisha at Shunem and on the 
heights of Carmel. But dearer still than all those is Nazareth, the city 
where Jesus dwelt as a child ; where he lived unknown or despised a8 
a Galilean ; then learning obedience for our sake, by the things which he 
eufiPered. 

I could indulge in peace in thoughts of this kind, as I sat reclining on 
a rock covered with moss, over against the town. For there was no 
noise under the whole heaven. Not a voice was heard ; but the ^miliar 
twitter of the lark fluttering among shrubs of rock*ro8e in bloom, or 
under tufts of tall feather-grass. I loved to dwell on this solemn scene. 
Who, indeed, could stand where I did, and behold the landscape I then 
saw, the same as when he lived here in this peaceful retreat, withont 
feelings too deep for utterance? without almost saying with Simeon: 
' Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation ;' the place where thy son my Saviour dwelt T He, 
too, often looked at this beautiful scenery, the work of his own hands; 
but lying under the curse of sin which he was come to remove for ever. 
He, too, looked at these same flowers, and saw them as I do open their 
delicate form to the hill-side breeze ; he, too, gathered them, when as a 
child he went about with his mother, the one ^ blessed among women.' 
And afterwards he noticed them as they smiled at his presence. 

* Sweet nurslings of the vernal skies, 

Bath'd in soft airs, and fed with dew, 
— ye could draw th* admiring gaze 
Of him who worlds and hearts surveys : 

* Ye felt your Maker's smile that hour, 

As when be pans*d and owned yon good ; 
His blessing on earth's primal bower, 
Ye felt it all renewed.* 

Por he mentions them as examples of his bonntifb! eare ; bwt oriy to 
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tdl us how &r greater is the tenderness of his love for those whom he 
came to seek and to save from death — and who are dearer to him than 
the grass of the field ; even though they he of little faith. 

And these little hirds, unknown, uncared for even of the wandering 
shepherd, were not forgotten hy him. No ! not one of them falls to the 
ground without the will of his Father that is in heaven. And are we 
not better than theyt 

' There if not a strain to memory dear, 
• Nor flower in " sacred** grove, 
There*8 not a sweet note warbled here, 

But minds us of tby love. 
O Lord, onr Lord, and spoiler of oar foes, 
Thers is no light but thine : with thee all beauty glows.' 

It was now time to descend the hill and to repair to my tent, which I 
could see in the distance, already pitched and prepared for me. The 
path I followed brought me at the bottom of the hill by the church of the 
Virgin, to the fountain at which a few women of Nazareth were come to 
draw water. I slaked my thirst at this spring, of which he must have 
drank often ; and I prayed that my soul might be refreshed by the water 
which he alone gives ; and that his words might be to me a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life. 

The head-dress of the women struck me. It consists of a pad of black 
or blue cloth, in shape very much like the chin -strap of a helmet, and, 
¥ke it also, fastened under the^cliin. That pad is covered with the 
whole of the money belonging to the woman. Every piece of money 
has a hole bored through it, and is sewn on to the pad, very much like 
the scales of fish. You see at once what the amount of property of the 
woman is ; whether it be gold, as amodg the wealthiest, or silver, or 
even copper, among the poorest. Money is, in fact, worn by them as an 
ornament ; and partly on that account, tliey rarely, and only when in the 
greatest need, part with any of it, as it spoils their ornamental head-dress 
at once and for all. One woman had her asmadte^ as they call that head- 
dress, covered with gold coin ; one or two had only coppers ; while a 
poor-looking woman, the wife apparently of a small tradesman of the 
town, had on but a few pieces of money. But they were regularly ar- 
ranged on each side. I then thought of the woman, who, having ten 
pieces of silver, lost one, of whom our Saviour tells us in his parable. 
How she would look for it, and how her neighbours and friends, both at 
tiie well and at home, would hear of it and see it, and rejoice with her 
after she had found it I For although we cannot affirm that the dress of 
the women was exactly the same in the days of our Saviour, it is, never- 
theless, most probable that it was then, as it is now, peculiar to this 
locality. For in the East nothing changes but time. 

My dinner over, I left the tent in charge of my servants, and climbed 
the hiU on which the town is built, and to the west of the one on which 
I had been before. I had to make my way among rocks, and by hedges 
of prickly pear, through meadows on which camels were grazing, to the 
top of the heights which overhang the town by the monument of Neby 
Ismail, and from whence my eyes ranged over a magnificent landscape. 
I faced the east immediately above the town, the whole of which I now 
surveyed ; — ^its square, and next to it the mosque with its picturesque, 
but foreign minaret; a little beyond the church and convent of Terra 
Santa, ai^ opposite the great khan of the town, surrounded by the town 
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itself, built in tiers against the hill, and consisting chiefly of the low 
square dwellings of its inhabitants. 

Beyond the hills over against me, rose the rounded summit of Mount 
Tabor (Jebel Tur) and Little Hermon, at the foot of which I could dis- 
tinguish the villages of En dor, Nain, and Shunem, Then Jezreel, Mount 
Gilboah, the mountains of Gilead, of Samaria, and of Judea, the plain of 
Jezreel, and beyond it the whole length of Mount Carmel. Behind me 
the Great Sea bounded the western horizon ; and the town of Sephoris^ 
the hills of Galilee and the far distant range of Ante-Lebanon closed the 
scene to the north. The sun was verging towards Mount Carmel. 
Taanach and Megiddo, and the bed of the river Kishon already lay deep 
in the shade. Bashan and Gilead appeared on the eastern horizon, in 
the mellow tints of an evening sky ; while the nearer hills cast their long 
purple shadows over the sun-lit meadows of the plain. But while I was 
contemplating this magnificent prospect, and realising the long-cherished 
hope of treading this holy ground, the sun sank behind Carmel, and soon, 
the summits of Tabor and Hermon alone shone in his last rays, with 
which they seemed unwilling to part ; while the whole of nature lay cold 
and lifeless at their foot. The shades of evening, however, gradually 
gained on the warm evening sky above ; until the breath of eve began to 
stir, and the moon aros6 behind Mount Tabor and shed her pale but clear 
light over the scene ; translating it as it were in a moment, from the 
warm brilliancy of an Eastern day, teethe cool brightness of an Eastern 
night. 

I had watched the moonbeams on the eddying wave of the Cephissus, 
in the dear classic land of Greece. I had listened at night to the low 
gurgling of the Castalian spring, as it trickles from the sides of Mount 
Parnassus at Delphi. I had also repeatedly sat in the gigantic temples of 
Thebes in the dead of night, and watched the moon rising over those 
awful relics of other ages, and dwelt on their past glory, when the same 
light shone through their sacred piles on the countless multitudes at their 
evening worship of the Queen of heaven. But the moon rising over 
Nazareth tells of other days ; and the breath of eve, as it waves the grass 
of these hills, murmurs of other and greater glories than those of the 
proudest kingdom of this world. There is a look in nature which you 
see nowhere else ; there is in the rustling of the olive-leaf at even a 
whisper of peace, — of * peace on earth, of good will ; yea, of good will 
towards men,' — brought by Him who dwelt at Nazareth. — Journal oj 
Sacred Literature^ 



PERSECUTIONS OF THE JEWS. 

[Translated from the German of Dr Zunz, by D. E. Db Lara.] 

(From the Jewish Chronicle.) 

Jix July, 1298, an organised horde, under the appellation of the Beef Company 
overrun the provinces preceded by a banner, on which was painted the device of 
an ox helved. In one month the company murdered upwards of one hundred 
thousand human beings professing the Jewish faith, slaughtering them like 
cattle, then, after having (]^uartered, burning them. On this occasion mothers, 
tying their infants to their neck, rushed into the flame, preferring for their 
ofl&pring the death by fire to the infection of baptism. Virgins demanded at 
the hands of their fathers that death, which the latter gave them cheerfully, in 
order that they might escape the brutal lust of the priests and monks. 
In the year 1820 broke out the persecution of the Jews by the shepherds and 
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peasants in the South* of France and the North of Spain. Peasants, shepherds, 
labourers, loj7 mechanics, and rabble of all sorts, traversed the country under 
the pretext of a crusade against Granada. One hundred and ten Jewish con- 
gregations were destroyed in Languedoc and Navarra. In many places the Jews 
killed themselves to avoid greater sufferings. In Toulouse a single individual 
was saved; in the whole of Gascony not more than twenty. At Jaca on the fast 
day of the 17th of Tamuz, 410 Jews were murdered. Many who did not possess 
the moral courage to face the horrors that awaited them suffered the pollution 
of baptism. In the Dauphine 5000 mounted the stake as a relief from the 
tortures they had undergone. On the 9th of March, 1328, 6000 were offered up 
to the holy host in Navarra. 

Similar atrocities were committed at Degendorf (Bavaria) and in other cities 
of Austria, and these murders were attended with unheard of barbarism. Hands 
were split in two, eyes were torn out, young children were dragged to the 
churches, and as a spectacle, that could not be otherwise than gratifying to the 
Holy ' Virgin,' were first violated and then slaughtered like lambs. More than 
1,200 at Kufiack, Enrishcim and other places. Many Jews strangled their 
children, to save them from the worthy priests of a religion that professed to 
preach ' Peace on earth and good will to all men.' Others threw them from the 
roofs of their houses or down precipices. 

At ArnstoU (Basel) all the Jews were confined within a wooden building 
erected for the purpose. The building was then set on fire. At Erfurt (con- 
taining a Jewish population of 3,000 souls) at Darmstadt, Eger, Eisenach they 
set fire to their houses and were burnt in them. At Eslingen they proceeded in 
a body to the Synagogue, and chose there a voluntary death by fire. In 
Frankenhausen, Frieburg, Fulda, Geneva, Gotha, Hermsleben, Kreutzburg, 
Muhlhouse, Gera, Mentz, and numerous other cities, not a Jew was left alive — all 
were murdered or executed. In 1348 in Savoy a whole congregation was burnt 
with their wives and children. 

On the 4th of June, 1391, the city of Seville in Spain, inhabited by Jews, was 
set on fire ; of 7,000 families a great proportion perished in the flames, many 
were murdered in cold blood, women and children were sold into slavery. Simi- 
lar tragedies were enacted at Cordova, Toledo, etc. Seventy places were 
converted into shambles. On the 9th of July one fourth of the thousand families 
residing at Valencia were butchered, 300 at Majorca, 130 at Barcelona. 
Upwards of 200,000 Jews perished in Spain alone in the course of three months ! 

At Lisbon, in the year 1506, the faithful having been instigated to the merito- 
rious deed by two dominican friars, they murdered four thousand baptised (!) 
Jews, their wives were abused, children violated. On that account a monk was 
killed by a woman, who was about to fall a victim of his lust. 

Exquisite tortures were invented to prolong the sufferings ; they were placed 
under wine presses and crushed to death, broken alive on the wheel, buried alive, 
trodden to death, sawed in two, boiled in pitch, their toes and finger-nails 
were torn out, etc. 

They blended amusement with their holy work — these priests. After having 
cut up the scrolls of the Pentateuch, they compared them with the picture of 
deified strumpets. The monks had an eye to business likewise, for having 
caused an innocent Jew to be broken alive on the wheel, they caught his blood, 
as it streamed from his torn limbs, collected it and kept it for exhibition, and 
then sold it to all true believers as a wonder-working remedy against all bodily 
ills. 

The instances we have given are merely as a few stray leaves of this upas tree. 
Do we then exaggerate, if we estimate the number of those who perished during 
the first period alone at two millions ? We have said nothing of the millions 
that were driven penniless, homeless, and of whom tens of thousands died in 
forests, in fields and marshes and amongst the mountains, nothing about the 
confiscations, forcible baptisms, nothing about the thousands of children that 
were suddenly seized upon and carried far away from their parents to be made 
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' Chriftians,' nothing of the thousands of young girls forcibly conveyed to 'nun- 
neries,' and all these horrors were committed on the instigation of a body calling 
itself the priesihood of the 'religion of love.' 

The inquisition was a real concentration of the spirit of religious hatred and 
persecution. It never had been — it is not yet extinct. It lives and bums as 
iiercely as ever, and requires but a breath to fan it into a flame. Witness the 
persecution of the Jews at Venezuela of this day : under the flag of free, tolerant, 
enlightened and law-governed Britain, the Jews at Gibraltar are every year 
insulted on the day of that festival, when the effigy of Judas Iscariot is burnt, 
for on that day the^Catbolic part of the population are in the habit of throwing 
the burning fragments of the dead ' Jewish traitor ' on the living Jewish femaks, 
so as to set their dresses on fire. 

And how do the Jews commemorate the sufferings of their ancestors, and do 
they retaliate \ The following paragraph copied from the ' Didaskalia ' will 
tell. 

* Coloijne, May 31. — On the occasion of the late picture of the glorification of 
the virgin, next to the Catholics the Jews distinguished themselves by their 
contributions in flowers, garlands, illuminations, and fire works. One of the 
most distinguished bankers on the Khine placed his celebrated glass conservatory 
at the disposal of the clergy of the Cathedral, and then gave the greatest eclat 
to the festival ? 1 1 ! * * 



FEMALE EDUCATION AT ALEXANDRIA. 



The friends of Israel in Paisley have not been idle during these last few 
months. The breakfast meeting noticed in our I>ecember number, has 
borne good fruit. In consequence of the interest awakened by the 
statements of the Eev. Dr Philip, a meeting of ladies, convened by inti- 
mation from the United Presbyterian, Reformed Presbyterian, Baptist, and 
Independent pulpits, was held in the hall of Abbey Close U. P. Chur^, 
on the 3d of December last — the Hev. Dr Baird in the Chair. Addresses' 
were delivered by the Chairman, the Rev. Messrs Hutton, Henderson, and 
Wallace ; afler which, an Association was formed, called * the Ladies 
Association for promoting the Christian Education of Jewish Females in 
Alexandria,' and a committee appointed to raise funds for supporting a 
qualified female teacher in that place, who may open a school for gtrlsy in 
connection with the local mission of the Scottish Society for the Conversion 
of Israel. The missionaries have found their labours greatly impeded by 
the utter want of education among females, and the oriental restraint 
under which they are kept. They believe that a school for girls vronld, 
in due time, prove a successful means of inducing parents, both Jewish 
and Mahommedan, to trust their female children within reach of Christian 
influence, as well as of preparing the minds of the young for the good seed 
of the word. The importance of the field selected, and the deep ignorance 
overspreading the female mind of the East, must commend this educa- 
tional measure to the sympathy and prayers of Christians, and particularly 
to the mothers and daughters of the churches. The Association has 
been successful in securing, as teacher of the proposed school, the services 
of Miss Pringle, Elgin, an accomplished Christian young lady, who has 
already sailed under the care of the Rev. Dr Philip and Mrs Philip for 
Alexandria. On the night of the 2d January, an interesting valedictory 

* We can by no meass consider these acts of the Jews as marks of liberality. The 
*»Wn of Mary is idolatry to which a Jew ought not to be accessary.— J. C, 
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8(Hree, niuneroiislj attended by members and friends of the Assoeiatioiiy 
was held in the hall above mentioned^ at the close of which the ladies 
had an opportunity of bidding their devoted sister an affectionate farewell. 
Saitable brief addresses were delivered during the evening by the Bev. 
Dr Baird, the Rev. John Pringle, Elgin, the Rev. Dr Philip, the Rev. 
Robert Cairns, the Rev. Andrew Henderson, and the Rev. G. C. Hutton. 
The readers of the Friend of Israel will, we are sure, rejoice to hear of 
the above movement, and join their prayers with those of its conductors 
for its success. We are happy to learn that the reception given to the 
collectors of the Association has been of a most gratifying kind. The 
expenses incurred are necessarily considerable, especially at the start, and 
we have pleasure in acknowledging in our paper the following sums in 
aid of the object, lately received by the treasurer, which, it may be 
mentioned, are exclusive of £68 Os 7d, collected by subscription in 
Paisley itself and a donation of £5 from Mrs Henderson of Park : — 

Ladies of Nicolson Street U. P. Church, Edinburgh, . . . £U 6 6 

J. Douglas, Esq., per Mrs Philip, ...... 800 

Mrs M., Glasgow, per Dr Philip, ...... 100 

Children of Mr Hay's Academy, Edinburgh, per Dr Philip, . 13 4 

Mrs A., per Rev. J. L. Aikman, 2 

A Friend in Antwerp, per Mrs Philip, ..... 500 

CoUecUont m Jamei Place U. P, Church, Edinburgh, and later iumi, mil appear in ilte 

Annual Report <iftke Ladiea' Astodatum, 



UnttlliQtntt^ 



SCOTTISH SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS. 

HOME PROCEEDINGS. 
LBOTUBni, Sarmons, jlkd Mkbtinos in Connbotion with thb SooTtisa SOCIBTT 

FOB THB CONYBBSION OF ISBABL. 

Thi9, Place. Nature of Service. Speakers. 

1855. 



Deo. 2. Glasgow (Renfitld St. U. P. Ch.}, Sermon, 
" 2. « (Gillespie U. P. Ch.), « 



2. MilngBTie (U. P. Ch.), ... « 



if 

« 

(( Q ft 



S. Glasgow (Society's Booms), . . Prayer Meeting, Rer. J. W. Borland presided. 

9. " (Wellington St. U. P. Ch.), Sermon, . « --i^m. 
" 0. " (West Geo. St. Chapel), « 

" 9. « (Great Ham. St Cong Ch.), ** 

16. " (E. Campbell St. 1st U.P. Ch.), " 

17. " (Relig. Inst. Rooms), Valedictory Meeting 
17. « (Calton U. P. Ch.), . Sermon, . 
28. Bannockbnm (U. P. Ch.), . . " 

" 23. " (FreeCh.), . . » 

" 28. Campbelton (U. P. Ch.), . . « 

24. " « . , Lecture, . 

2B. Largs (U. P. Ch.), .... 
" 80. « « .... Sermon, . 

Yajlsdiotort Mbetiko at Edinbubgh Queen Street, in honour of Dr Philip. The 

IN HoKOUB OF Dr Philip. Rev. George Johnston, chairman of the Edin- 

On the evening of Friday, 28th December, burgh Corresponding Committee, preeidecL 

a social meeting of ministerial and other Addresses were delivered by the chairnEuoi, 

friends of the mission was held in one of the Dr Philip, and the SecreUry of the Society, 

rooms conneoted with the Synod HaU, Part of the evening was q^nt in iotereiriiaf 
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conversation on the important field of labour 
to which Dr Philip ia now returning. And 
in commending him and his family in the 
prospect of their voyage to Alexandria, to 
the care of the God of Israel. 



A Gbnebous Offer. 

An earnest supporter of the Society oflfers 
to contribute annually a tenth part of the 
sum requisite for the support of an additional 
missionary, on condition that nine other 
individuals contribute in like proportion for 



this object The call is loud for more labour- 
ers — qualified agents are saying * Here am I, 
send me !' At such a time surely the friends 
of Israel who possess the means, will not 
withhold their help, but willingly embrace 
the opportunity for sending, at least, one 
more evangelist to bear the glad tidings to 
' the dispersed of Judah.' Christian friends 
who may feel disposed to further this move- 
ment, are respectfully requested to corres- 
pond early with the Secretary. 



FOREIGN. 



AXEXANDRIA. 
Extract Letter from Rev. R. G. Brown. 

20th Nov., 1856. 
My work is now at last fairly begun, 
though it is yet with me a day of small 
things. The weary long period of preparatory 
study of languages is ended, and now I go 
daily into the streets and lanes of this great 
dark city, seeking acquaintance and con- 
versation with Jews, but not withholding 
the glad tidings of salvation from Gentiles 
of any country or language. My present 
plan is to spend the forenoon in the study 
of languages, and the aflemoon in visitation. 
It is, of course, a matter of some difficulty to 
establish friendly intercourse with those 
who are naturally suspicious of my advances, 
but I find the parents of our scholars, and 
Dr Philip's patients, a very useful nucleus of 
acquaintance. The era of my missionary 
life on which I have entered, since my return 
from Lebanon, consists in this, that whereas 
I felt before that lingual studies were my 
great work, and conversed only with the 
Jews who called upon me, or met me in the 
ordinary intercourse of life, I have now as- 
sumed an aggressive attitude. It is impossible 
to describe what a relief and refreshment this 
is to the spirit. Perhaps I too long denied 
myself th is pleasure. Providence has further 
encouraged me by giving me an humble- 
minded but very useful assistant in my work. 
When waiting in Beyrout for a steamer, I 
wished to visit the Jews, and was referred to 
a young man named Mr Robert Spillman as 
a guide. He assisted me so much in con- 
versation, both interpreting when I found a 
difficulty in expressing an idea, and keeping 
up the interest of the discussion, that I 
engaged him at once to come to Alexandria 
with me to aid me in conversing with the Jews 
and in my further Arabic studies. He has 
more than fulfilled my expectations. All the 
time he is not with me he spends as a tract 
distributor and Bible colporteur, declining to 
supplement the small salary I give him by 
private teaching, that he may give all his 
tame to the gospel. He is an Englishman 
by birth, but has been many years in Syria, 
ud studied at Malta College. 



HAMBURGH. 

Mr Elvin, who had, for some time, been 
laid aside by ill health, has, through the Divine 
favour, been enabled to resume his labours. 
The following are extracts from his jour- 
nal : — 

Sept. 15. — To-day I met with a Jew, 
who is a native of Denmark, and appears to 
be a very respectable man. After a httle 
discourse on ordinary matters, I had an 
opportunity of speaking to him of the gospel. 
He told me that his parents had been wealthy, 
but that his father had lost his property by 
the French war. I spoke to him of the un- 
certainty of all earthly things — the import- 
ance of an interest in eternal good — of his 
sinfulness, and of his responsibility to God. 
He replied, as many do, that God is mercifuL 
To this I assented, but reminded him that 
He is also just, and that salvation to guilty 
man can only be through faith in the sacri- 
fice of the Messiah, who gave himself a pro- 
pitiation for our sins; and that, without this, 
the curse of the law must fall upon us when 
God shall appear as judge. I referred to the 
fact that in the modem observance of the Day 
of Atonement by the Jews, there is no sacri- 
fice, as enjoined in the Word of God, and 
that, consequently, their sins remain. He 
said, if it were not for death, he would let the 
matter go ; but it was a terrible thing to die. 
I said it was terrible, because after death 
comes judgment; but, to the believer in 
Christ, death was the passage to eternal life 
and happiness, his earthly lifetime being only 
as a journey through the desert to his home, 
where eternal glory, now hoped for, shall 
be received. He said that this view was very 
pleasant ; he bad not had such conversation 
before. I exhorted him to make himself 
acquainted with the subject. As he is nearly 
sixty years of age, I reminded him that the 
greater part of his life was already past, and 
that he ought now to think of the end. While 
he continued firiendly, it was yet evident that 
this kind of discourse was not relished, and 
he began to speak of other matters. 

Sept. 24. — I visited Mr R g, a 

merchant. With a reference to the Day of 
Atonement, I inquired whether he thought 
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that his sins were forgiven? He replied, 
that he was not devout, but that ho observed 
the day, because God had commanded it. I 
observed that God had also enjoined, by the 
third book of Moses, that two goats should 
be taken, one of which to be offered by the 
priest as a sin-ofiferiug for the iniquity of the 
children of Israel ; but as now they have no 
high priest, nor temple, nor sacrifice, they 
must remain in their sin. He said that he 
thought that the rabbis knew about such 
matters, for they were learned, and he would 
give himself no trouble about it. I told him 
that, on the day of judgment, no rabbi could 
help him — that every one must answer for 
himself — and that he who has no mediator 
will be punished for his sin. His wife, who 
was present, observed, that she did not see 
how it was possible that a Jew should be- 
come a Christian, as they were so hostile to 
each other. I told her that I thought she 
had had no previous acquaintance with real 
Christians, who have no hostility against the 
Jews, but love thero, knowing that salvation 
is of the Jews — that the Messiah himself was 
a Jew — and that if a Jew becomes a Chris- 
tian, he confesses Jesus is the Messiah pro- 
mised to their fathers, and foretold by Moses 
and the prophets. I then directed their 
attention to several passages of Scripture 
which testify of Jesus. They replied, that 
if they were to become Christians, their busi- 
ness would be directly at an end. I reminded 
them of David, who said, * What can man 
do unto me V I spoke with them for several 
hours, and, on my leaving, they invited me 
to call again. 

Nov. 1. — To-day I again visited R ^g, 

and held a long conversation with him. We 
spoke of the spiritual deadness of the Jews, 
and their desire for earthly good. He apo- 
logised for them, saying that they need to 
support themselves, whidi is a difficult matter 
at present, and worldly business requires 
one's whole time. I endeavoured to impress 
upon him the thought that all our affairs are 
known to the Lord — that He has promised 
to take care of us — and that a man*s first 
concern should be, not food and clothing, but 
the salvation of his souL 



ALGIERS. 

Extract Lbttee from thb Rby. Bbk- 

JAHIN Wbiss. 

25th Dec, 1855. 
A young Tunbian Jew came in contact, 
upwards of two years ago, with some of my 
inquirers, at that time nnder regular instruc- 
tion, but gained little by what they told him 
about their discovery, and remained hostile 
to the truth as it is in Jesus. Last summer 
he met several times the Spanish colporteur, 
to whom I gave also Hebrew scriptures 
and tracts to sell and distribute, and the 
latter having persuaded lum to read tiie New 



Testament, he at last bought one from him 
for ten sous (a thing very rare indeed), and 
read it with attention. For nearly two 
months he continued to road and examine 
the book, and came repeatedly to the col- 
porteur for Hebrew tracts, read them through, 
and changed them for fresh ones. When the 
colporteur asked him to go and pay a visit 
to the missionary, he said he could not do 
so before being convinced of the truth of the 
New Testament doctrines, as he knew by the 
experience of others, that to go to the mis- 
sionary was to expose himself to the hatred 
and persecution of the Jews. But at last he 
said himself to the colporteur that, being now 
persuaded that the Messiah must have come, 
and that Jesus of Nazareth might have been 
that promised Messiah, but finding still 
great difficulties in comparing the New with 
the Old Testament scriptures, he resolved to 
go in secret to the missionary, and to have 
things explained unto him. 

Isaac (for this is his name) then came to 
me, told me his short history, and his new re- 
solution, adding that as he was in the house of 
a Jewish baker, with whom he works day 
and night, he had only one hour free in the 
day, this hour being very early in the morn- 
ing, when he is going to the synagogue for 
his morning prayer. He asked me if I could 
give him instruction at that early hour. I 
consented. He began to come regularly 
every morning, and expressed great pleasure 
and satisfaction in seeing his manifold diffi- 
culties and questions vanish away one by one 
when we approached with them to gospel 
light. 

One day as we sat absorbed with our les- 
son, a Jew suddenly opened the door of my 
study, and asked me for a Hebrew Bible, 
which he bought, and went his way. Isaac 
then said unto me — ' This Doeg will tell all 
he saw to my master, for he is our neigh- 
bour, and my peace will henceforth be dis- 
turbed.' This discovery was painful, but I 
said, ' The Lord's will be done.' Nor was 
the lad mistaken. As he entered the house 
of his employer, he found there the Jew in 
question, and two Jewish rabbis, occupied in 
examining the New Testament and the tracts 
which they found in Isaac's box, which they had 
broken open. His master having asked him 
about the whole affaur, he denied not, but told 
him that he thought himself at liberty to act 
in matters of conscience as he thought right. 
This point was granted by his employer, who 
said with a deep sigh, ' Ah, yes, the French 
have taken away our power, but in the time 
of the bashas thou wouldst have received 
two hundred sticks for thine apostacy.' But 
he told him at the same time that he must 
leave his house instantly. As for his box 
with his clothes, etc, false pretensions were 
soon forged, and the slandering Jew, with the 
two rabbis, became witnesses before the com- 
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musary of police that Isaac owed more to his 
employer than all the box contained. Thus 
was he pushed out of the house where he had 
worked and ent bread for upwards of four 
years, half naked, and miserable. The rainy 
season with its cold blasts came in, and 
added cold to hunger. Then the box fur- 
nished bj the Glasgow ladies was opened, 
and poured its warm benefits upon the trem- 
bling and destitute Jew — shirts and flannels, 
vest, coat, and greatcoat, trousers, socks, 
boots, etc. His only sympathising friend 
bought for him a warm hat and other neces- 
sary articles, regarding which the Algerian 
box said * they are not in me.' He told the 
sufferer to take a room for himself, and pro- 
vided it with bed and cover ; and now both 
protector and protected began to look out for 
employment for the latter. (Employment for 
an inquirer ! a hard and terrifying word in 
this place.) But while I was seeking em- 
ployment for the man, he disappeared, and 
for two days did not come at the hour ap- 
pointed for instruction. In searching for 
Isaac about town, I was told be was in pri- 
son. In prison ! and why ? Because a Jew, 
from whom he bought some time ago a coat 
for thirty francs, and to whom he still owed 
eighteen, as soon as he saw Isaac dressed, 
succeeded in getting him cast into prison 
until he should pay him the last farthing. 
And where was now the coat ? With the 
Jewish employer, who kept it, along with 
the other things. And why did not Isaac let 
me know what bad happened ? Because he 
was ashamed to do so, and to trouble in that 
way his benefactor. The eighteen francs 
were soon paid for him, and tlie prisoner re- 
leased ; hut the question where to find work 
for him was not yet solved. At length, after 
other three weeks of earnest but unsuccessful 
endeavour to get him employed in a private 
house, brother Campazzi succeeded in getting 



him employed at the public works (at the 
dock buildings), where he carries stones and 
sand to the labourers. With this occupation 
he is quite satisfied, though numbers of 
wicked Jews pay him frequent visits to mock, 
abuse, and deride him, saying that no Jew 
was ever reduced to such a miserable state. 
He can now come only sometimes between 
eleven and mid-day— the hour of repose— 
but then he is more fit for sleep than for in- 
struction. Ah, sir, it is in such emergencies 
that I see more and more the necessity for 
some sort of establishment to shelter for a 
time such individuals, and how to proceed 
without it is a problem which I cannot at 
present solve. Nothing would be easier, and 
perhaps nothing more to the purpose in every 
respect, than to try a sort of agricultural in- 
sitution on a small scale, but small as it may 
be, it cannot be done without means. 

I mentioned to you some time ago that a 
Jewish convert, who had been for several 
years in the London Society's bookbinding 
establishment, came here on the recommen- 
dation of one who had seen that trade flour- 
ishing here some twelve years ago. After 
great pains we found work for him. After 
having laboured quietly for several weeks, 
his employer began to insist on his working 
seven days in the week. The lad said that 
he had been accustomed from his earliest 
youth to have a day of rest, and would not 
work on the Lord's- day. He was dismissed, 
and no other bookbinder would employ a 
fanatic who will not profane the Sabbath. I 
had no alternative left me but to assist the 
poor lad to go to Oran, and gave him re- 
commendations to brother PIHmiBer, the 
missionary there, to assist him to go to Gib- 
raltar, on his way back to Britain, as he said 
he would starve there rather than profane 
the Sabbath at Algiers. 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 

AMERICA— BOARD OF MISSIONS OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

The Church Journal (American^ contains a report of the proceedings at last 
meeting of this board, which took place in October, and a more grateful scene 
could not be presented to those who pray for the peace and prosperity of Jeru- 
salem than the hallowed and devoted spirit which reigned among the members 
of the board. Among the resolutions proposed for adoption was one urging 
that the ^ Foreign Committee send out the three who are waiting, with as little 
delay as possible.' The phrase as liule delay as possible grated on the ears of 
those present. The Bishop of Ohio rose and said that he could not suffer such 
resolutions to pass in silence. It was our duty (we quote the Church JoumaVs 
report) to bow ourselves in self-abasement, in order that God might remove the 
awful humiliation of the condition in which we stood. It might be said that 
there were but few present at that meeting. True : but there were the men of 
influence — the minds that moved masses — the springs whose magic touch could 
unlock the gates of the Church at large, from one end of the country to the 
other. There was one comfort, indeed ; and that was, Uiat God was still with 
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our missionaries, taking care of them and their work, although we neglect them. 
There were still men ready to go and die, and their wives were ready to go and 
die with them — they feared neither sickness nor separation, nor widowhood, — it 
was wonderful ! — no, not wonderful, for with God nothing is wonderful, but it 
was delightful^ to think that such things still were. But that such persons were 
still ready to go and die, and are yet waiting here because they cannot he seni^ 
this is our curse — our abomination. We pray that the Lord of the harvest 
would send labourers into his harvest, and he answers our prayers, and sends 
them ; and yet we, who prayed, withhold our silver and gold, and they do not 
go ! How dare we pray for more labourers, when we are thus niggardly in all 
that is necessary for educating and sending them out ! It was awfm to see such 
amounts lavished on self-indulgences, to hear such glorifying of ourselves, to 
behold such splendid edifices, while men were left to starve for the bread of life. 
Our church was able to do ten times as much as it did. Our ministers were not 
bold enough in teaching men the truth as to the duty of costliness in their offerings 
unto God. It was not the wealthy who were the givers. There were few 
wealthy men who were liberal. It was the middle and lower classes. 

Dr Tyng said, after some preliminary statements, * There were three young 
men whom the Holy Ghost had separated for the work ; they had been waiting 
for months, and there were no funds to send them with. The last person who 
went to China with his wife, after similar long waiting, was at last sent on his 
way by individual effort. Now there are three more ; and we cannot send them, 
— tre, the miserable, degraded representatives of a church which, in this matter, 
is a smoke in the nostrils of Christendom, — we pass resolutions to ^^ send them as 
soon as possible !" Sir, we do not want your '* resolutions." We want to know 
what you will do, I will agree to send one of these, if members of this board 
will provide for the other two. I will do it by friends, or if necessary, by the 
sale of my own personal property. There are rich men in this board, and 
representatives of rich men. Let them not withhold themselves now. There 
is no necessity for your ^^ resolutions," sir. These three men will not go unless 
you give us more than " resolutions." 

' We have a public missionary meeting to-night, and I will not go before the 
women and children with a plea which has proved powerless with the men of 
Israel. The amount I pledge shall not reduce one dollar of the contributions 
of St George's for either Foreign or Domestic Missions. Let other churches 
come forward and do the same. Who will send the other two ? But, sir, do 
not drive us again to task without lifting a finger to lighten the load upon our 
shoulders. Let not this board break up and go home, leaving us nothing but 
their *^ resolutions." Let us not be left like Ishmael, dying under a shrub in the 
wilderness, and groaning out our very soul, while Hagar, that should have saved, 
turns away her Sice, and departs that she may not see it. If you do this, there 
is one weak brother who cannot endure it, but will sink under the cruel desertion. 
Let us make up this sum before to-night, and then we can go before the 
congregation, not saying " Go," but " Conie^ follow «*, and we will show you 
how to follow Him, who though rich, for our sakes became poor." * 

Various others spoke in a similar strain, and when the Bishop of Virginia, who 
presided, asked whether Dr Tyng would not extend bis offer so as to include 
the proceeds of the collection at the missionary meeting to be held that evening, 
Dr Tyng answered, * No, sir. Here are some sixty or an hundred men, wealthy 
themselves or representing wealth. No, sir! If they will not make up this 
amount, I will not go to-night to the women and children, and ask them to make 
good what the men of Israel have failed to offer in the morning. Sir, I should 
be ashamed to do it.^ 

The provisional bishop of New York said that ^ the heavy demands upon us 
for missions, for the poor and the emigrant, were an infinite n^rcy to us. The 
rapid increase of this country in wealth and extravagance would destroy it, were 
it not for charities large enough to match. They were not a burden ; they were 
a mercv to thank God for.' 

At the conclusion of the meeting, opon counting up the sobacxiptionsY it waf 
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found that 100 dollars above what was requisite for sending; out the three 
missionaries and maintaining them for a year, had been subscribed by the 
members of the board themselves. They departed with a unanimous resolution 
to make efforts to extend their missionary operations, and in the calm confidence 
that these efforts would be successful. — News of the Churches, 



CHURCH OF SCOTLAND JEWISH 
MISSION. 

It will afford sincere gratification, we doubt 
not, to all the friends of our mission, to learn 
that the Committee have been enabled to 
provide a successor to the late lamented Mr 
Lehner, in the station occupied by bim at 
Darmstadt. Tbrongh Mr Sutter's zealous 
exertions, the services of the Kev. Mr Kay- 
ser bare been secured, and from the ample 
testimonials regarding him, which have been 
received by the Committee, tbey entertain 
the most pleasing hopes of his proving him- 
self, in the fullest sense of the ^ord, a mes- 
senger of peace to the house of Israel. 

We have, farther, the satisfaction of an- 
nouncing, that an addition has been recently 
made to onr missionary staff by acceptance 
of the services of the Rev. Abraham Benoliel, 
a native of Tangiers in the empire of Morocco, 
who was received into the Christian church 
by baptism in 1847, and was ordained as a 
minister of the Gospel in 1852. He was 
recommended to the Committee by several 
of the directors of the British Society for the 
Conversion of Israel, in whose service he 
laboured for some years, enjoying their es- 
teem and confidence; and, we trust, that 
when a suitable station shall be found for 
him, he will approve himself, by the grace 
of God, a faithful minister of the Word of 
life to his brethren of the family of Abraham. 

He is engaged at present in the work of 
the mission in London. — Missionary Record 
of the Church of Scotland, 



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRE- 
LAND. 

APFOINTUENT OF AK ASSISTANT 
MISSIONABT. 

On Monday, the 17th of December, Mr 
Robert Young was publicly designated to the 
office of an Assistant-Missionary, and to the 
luperintendence of the Mission press at Surat. 
The services were largely attended, and the 
exercises were deeply interesting. This ap- 
pointment, it is confidently expected, will 
prove to be one of much advantage to the 
Mission, and to the interests of the Gospel in 



India. The Surat press has already done 
good service, but it will now be in a position 
to accomplish a much greater amount of 
good. Not only is it to have a snperinten- 
dent thoroughly acquainted with the whole 
business of the press, and ardently devoted to 
its labours, but he takes with him a complete 
stock of type, which will greatly promote its 
efficiency. For many years Mr Young has 
been accumulating and employing both Eng- 
lish and Oriental types. He had used them 
in the Hebrew, Arabic, Sanscrit, Hindostanee, 
and other Eastern languages. They had 
been purchased by him at a cost of between 
£800 and £900. He was desirous that they 
should not pass out of his hands, and made 
an offer of them to the Directors of the Mis- 
sion for £400. The Directors had them care- 
fully examined and reported upon by compe- 
tent persons in Edinburgh, who estimated 
their value at a much higher sum than that 
proposed by Mr Young. After mature deli- 
beration, the Directors came unanimously 
and cordially to the conclusion of accepting 
his offer. Thus the Mission has been fur- 
nished as it never was before, and as, pro- 
bably, no press in India ever has been. With 
this apparatus Mr Young goes forth in the 
present month to his work. Who can esti- 
mate the results of his labours ? We know 
what was done by the Mission press in Se- 
rampore, and we are now unexpectedly put 
in possession of a similar agency for the evan- 
gelisation of India. It is worthy of being 
observed, in acknowledgment of the kind 
Providence which has ever watched over our 
Mission, that the funds in the Treasurer*8 
hands for educational purposes have exactly 
met the expenses of Mr Young's outfit, pas- 
sage, and equipment for his work. Soon also 
we hope to be in a position to make choice 
of an additional Missionary, should it please 
God to give such an one to our prayers and 
inquiries. We ask the earnest supplications 
of all our readers on behalf of the Mission 
in its present undertaking. May we not hope 
that, in gracious answers to such, God shall 
say — *From this day wiU I bless thee.* — 
Missionary Herald, 



MISCELLANEA. 

AcooBDiNa to the latest statistical ac- 
counts, the Jewish population of the Aus- 
trian government amounts to about one 
m'illion of souls. In the principal Austrian 
provinces, Carinthia, Carmiola, Salzburgh, 
Btiria, and Tyrol, there are not any Jews. — 
L*Umver$ TiraeUte* 



Bavaria furnishes another sad ^t to 
the modern history of Jewish oppression. A 
ministerial decree, of that country, prohibits 
the Jews fix)m retail trading out of the capi- 
tal; a prohibition which, they pretend, is 
founded upon the decree of the lOtb Jane, 
l^53*-^9vn8h Chronicle, 
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THE KHASIDIM, OR THE 'RIGHTEOUS.' 



Thb following account of this Jewish sect is giTen in a work entitled 
' Ebenezer :' a narrative of the Xiord's doings with one of his ancient 
people ; especially his severe trials and sufferings in Russia, during his 
progress from the dai*kness of Rabbinical Judaism, into the light and 
blessings of Christianity, by J. G. Lazarus, late superintendent of the 
Liverpool institution for inquiring and converted Jews, and missionary to 
the Jews in Manchester : — 

' The Khasidmj or, " the righteous," are widely spread in several 
parts of Russia and Poland. I here confine myself to these of 
Libavitch.^ The principal rabbi then was called Rabbi Bar, a son of 
the great Rabbi Salamon, of Laddi, whose fame had spread throughout 
Russia. Their mode of worship differs from that of all other Jews. 
The Khasidm, being very strict in their discipline, call all other Jews 
Ovlamshej or worldly men, otherwise, Mithnagdim^ or Protestors, who 
look upon the Khasidm with the same contempt as they do upon the 
baptized Jews. They are very careful to prevent their children coming 
under the instruction of the Khasidim, and if a son of theirs goes secretly 
over to them, he will not be received again by the father when he returns. 
Great divisions often arise in families on this account ; divorces between 
man and wife occur. The opposite parties carry their animosity so far 
that neither will eat of butcher's meat killed by the other, nor would a 
Khasid be allowed to be buried in the burial ground of the other party. 
Their mutual enmity rose to its height in the time of Rabbi Eliahu, the 
Wilna Gahouny or, " the Light of the World," as he was called by them. 
In Russian Poland especially, where they were not so well known as in 
Russia Proper, there were great divisions. But now, being more spread 
and better known, their animosity has subsided, and they are not so much 
disliked, and other Jews do intermarry with them. The Prayer Book of 
the Khasidim differs very little from that of the SepJiardm, or Portuguese 
Jew, composed by the great Rabbi Itzchak Luria. They neglect much 
the study of the Talmud. The books which they study most are the 

* The Khasidim farther to the south in Poland and Austria have been accused of extraya- 
ganoes from which those in Russia are free. 

P 
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"Zohar hakadush," i.e., the holy Zohar,* written by the great Babbi 
Shimoun Ben Tachai, and by his son, Eabbi Elizer ; and other cabalisti- 
cal books ; also sermons, or lectures, by the modem rabbis of the Khasi- 
dim. They have small places of >vorship called Beth hamedresh. And in 
some towns, where the Khasidim abound, the synagogue is almost empty, 
and kept open for the women, who are not admitted into the JBeth hame- 
dresh of the Klasidim, and a few old Jews attend to conduct worship in 
the synagogue for the sake of the women. 

* The Khasidim in their worship are very noisy, and fond of singing, 
clapping hands, and jumping, in order to banish worldly thoughts. The 
more pious of them continue their prayers from six in the. morning till 
three in the afternoon, when they take both breakfast and dinner at once, 
for no Jew will taste anything before his morning prayers,f except, when 
delicate in health, a single cup of tea or cofifee. They return to after- 
noon and evening prayers, in which they are engaged till midnight. 
Before morning prayer they all go to the Mikvah, or well of purification, 
both in winter and summer ; and some also attend to their ablutions before 
their afternoon prayers. 

* Previous to prayer, they employ half an hour, or an hour, in medita- 
tion : some walk about in silent thought ; some are singing in an under 
tone; others are smoking their pipes while thus engaged. When the 
Header feels prepared in his mind he begins prayer, and is joined by that 
part of the congregation that may be in readiness to enter upon their de- 
votions. Some, for the sake of greater privacy, retire to a room, called 
"the Meditation -room," (in Hebrew, Baith hithbonnaneth,) for they say 
they would rather not pray at all, than come hastily before the Lord, not 
perceiving clearly in their minds whom they are about to address, and for 
what they are about to ask. They say prayer without the mind is like 
the body without the souLJ 

* The grand principle of their system is umti/ and brotherly love. They 
address each other in familiar language, like the Friends^ except when 
speaking to the Eabbi. Their chief aim is to abolish self; which they 
call in Hebrew hitul hayesh ; so that none should think of himself, or use 
the phrase of himself lam^ but to know that Jehovah only is the great I am. 

^ They do not speak to, or look upon, strange women, and as little as 
possible to their own wives. They avoid females in the road; and 
should their way be intercepted by a crowd of women, they wait for their 
dispersion. 

* They carefully banish melancholy, because, they say, it comes from 
the evil one; and in cabalistical language is called sitera achra^ the 
opposite part. They take a little wine or spirits for this purpose ; quot- 
ing the Psalmist's words, " And wine that maketh glad the heart of man." 
Psalm civ. 15. But some abuse this liberty and run into excess. They 
also play musical instruments in order to drive away melancholy thoughts ; 
referring to 1 Samuel xvi. 23. 

* * Zohar* means shining light. 

t Here we have an illastration and confirmation of Peter*s words : — * For these are not 
drunken as ye suppose, teeing it is but the third hour of the day;* morning prayer in the 
temple being at the third hour, or nine a.m., according to the English mode of reckoning the 
hours. 

X And indeed this is a great rule laid down by the rabbis, and you will find in every 
aynagogue the following inscription on the front of the reading desk, in bold letters :— 
*Know before whom thou standest !' 
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* They are very liberal ; constantly go about to do good ; and visit the 
fatherless and widows. They come from a great distance to hear the 
Rabbi, who lectures every evening. He takes a text out of the Scriptures, 
which he explains in a cabalistical manner, and gives the spiritual meaning 
of it. Judging now as a Christian of the doctrines taught by them, I 
gladly bear witness that there is a great deal of truth in them. Their 
views of the spiritual meaning of the Bible, and their mode of interpret- 
ing the prophecies, correspond very nearly with those of Christian 
preachers, with one grand exception, Jesus being entirely overlooked as 
the Messiah, whose place often finds a miserable substitute in repentance 
or penance; the latter, however, not as a meritorious work, but as 
afflicting the body to keep it under. (See 1 Cor. ix. 27.) 

* When the Rabbi has gone up to the pulpit, he sits in a posture of 
meditation, his head leaning upon his hand ; he beckons to the people to 
commence singing, when instantly the whole congregation join in singing 
a hymn, in which two or three thousand voices often unite. They 
continue to sing, some with and some without words, till the spirit of the 
rabbi is revived, when a sign is given by him, and they stop in deep 
silence and close attention. The sermon frequently lasts two or three 
hours* As soon as the rabbi leaves the pulpit, the whole congregation is 
broken up into small companies of fifteen or twenty in each little group. 
Clever young men are appointed to repeat the sermon to these companies, 
while others write down the whole. 

* In every small town or village, where the Khasidim are, there is a 
mechozir, or " repeater," who is sent twice a year to the rabbi, to be 
farther instructed in the doctrines of the Khasidim. Every Khasid is 
bound to visit the rabbi at least once in three years, and to take advice 
from him in spiritual matters ; and not, as some of their enemies have 
slanderously reported, that the Khasidim go to confess, as the Papists do 
to their priests. This is altogether a groundless and false report of them. 
The Khasid's real motives for going to the rabbi are to have the benefit 
of his counsel amidst the difficulties and obstacles that may meet him in 
his spiritual course, and to learn how to overcome any besetting sin. 
The rabbi questions him as to his mode of life, habits, and bodily consti- 
tution : and then tells him how many days he should fast, and the nights 
he should watch and pray, and points out suitable Psalms. I have seen 
the same Psalms marked out for similar occasions, by the Rev. E. 
Bickersteth, in his Scripture Help. The rabbi recommends particularly 
the 51st Psalm to be read every morning and evening. All this discip- 
line, says the rabbi, is to bring under the body, and to purify the carnal 
affections of the heart, that it shall be, as they express themselves, Mooch 
shalet al halev, i.e., that the brain (or the mind) shall rule over the heart. 
The Khasid ought always to be occupied in meditating upon the goodness, 
holiness, and majesty of God. And indeed, I must say, that some of the 
Khasidim are so ignorant of the world, that they do not even know the 
difference between one coin and another. There are certain hours 
appointed for communicating with the rabbi, when each person enters 
his room and has a private interview. I well remember, when I visited 
the great man, that I entered his room with fear and trembling. His 
countenance is still fresh in my memory, in which I am persuaded there 
was something heavenly ; and this indeed is not wonderful when we 
consider that such a man, even from childhood, knows nothing of the 
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world, and is occupied day and night in fasting and prayer, and in study- 
ing how he may serve God. (See Rom. x. 2.) 

' The Khasidim have a knowledge of several important Christian doc- 
trines ; for instance, the Trinity in Unity ; the divinity of the Messiah, 
the Son of God ; while at the same time they are ignorant that Jesus is 
the very Messiah and the Son of God. And we may here say vnth 
Paul — How shall they know of whom they have not heard ? And how 
shall they hear if it is never preached to them ? And how shall there 
be a preacher when the Emperor of Russia does not allow a Protestant 
Missionary to preach openly the Gospel in his dominion 1 

' I may here mention an instance of the readiness of the Khasidim to 
receive the truth as it is in Jesus, when made known to them. In the 
year 1828, I think, a Russian General happened to stay with the brother 
of the Rabbi above-mentioned, whose name was Rabbi Moshe. This 
General, who, I now perceive, must have been a good Christian, con- 
versed with the Rabbi about Christianity, and gave him a New Testament, 
which he diligently read, so that in three nights he was, by the grace of 
God, convinced of the Truth, and wished to make an open confession of his 
faith. The General fearing that this might occasion a disturbance in the 
place amongst the Jews, thought it prudent to send him to Petersburg. 
There the Rabbi was baptized, «.e., immersed, according to the custom of 
the Greek Church, Within a week or two after his baptism, he found 
many things in that church contrary to what he read in the New Testa- 
ment, and was particularly offended by their image-worship, against 
which he began to protest openly in their own church, and was shortly 
thrown into prison for his zeal. The Jews, also confidering his conver- 
sion to Christianity as a blot on their nation, took advantage of this 
opportunity for taking vengeance upon him, and by giving large bribes to 
corrupt men in po^er, they obtained a decision against him of insanity, 
and cast him into an asylum, where he soon died with grief. The Jews to 
this day maintain that he was mad. They allege, in proof of this, the fiujt 
of his having preached against the church of which he was apparently a 
member, for they are unable to distinguish between the Christianity of 
tlie New Testament, and that corrupt Venn of it in the Greek Church, 
against which alone the Rabbi protested. I was formerly of the same 
opinion, and thought him mad ; but since the Lord has been pleased to 
reveal his Son to me, I am now convinced that he was in his right mind, 
and suffered for righteousness' sake. We have here an instance in our 
day, of a martyr of Jesus being persecuted even unto death by Jews and 
Gentiles. 

* Thus we see that amongst the Khasidim the fuel is ready, and a living 
spark is only needed to kindle the fire, and it will soon bum up ; how- 
ever, we must leave it to Him, who will use His own means when we 
cannot use ours. 

' To return to the divisions between the Khasidim and the rest of the 
Jews : — the latter bring up all manner of evil reports falsely against the 
Khasidim : for instance, they assert that their Rabbi uses witchcraft, and 
that he has got two black dogs chained under his table, with which he 
practices sorcery. These and other absurd calumnies are told of them, 
and are commonly believed by the Jews of the opposite party. 

' From my earliest youth I have had frequent opportunities of inter- 
course with the Khasidim. Russian timber merchants of this sect often 
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stayed at my father's house, who were very worthy men. On my journey 
to Minska I always witnessed their philanthropy, which endeared them 
much to me : and induced me to take a long journey to visit their Rabbi 
to ascertain whether the evil reports I had heard against them had any 
truth in them. 

* Having provided myself with money, and secretly made preparations 
for the journey, I took my luggage and deposited it with a young friend, 
unknown to my family. I soon found a convenient opportunity for 
travelling, and after ten days I arrived at Libavitch, where the Rabbi 
resides, and took up my lodgings with the Shochat, As it is was then 
within a week of the Jewish New Year, the place was crowded with 
Jews, and many more came daily in from all parts of Russia. 

* I attended the Rabbi's lectures every evening, which were quite novel 
and strange to me, not having any previous knowledge of cabalistical 
doctrines or phrases. All persons who had come to consult with the 
Rabbi, were required to give their names and residences to the Gabai, by 
whom they were communicated to the Rabbi. They were then called 
according to the order of their applications : frequently a person has to 
wait three or four weeks for an interview. My turn was the day follow- 
ing the new year, when I had a long conversation with the Rabbi. He 
made many inquiries, particularly as to my motives for coming to see 
him, which I faithfully answered. He was surprised to see a young man 
from Riga. I told him what I had suffered from my father-in-law, and 
what I had to expect if I should return home. I therefore requested 
him to recommend me to some large place where I could go and study 
the cabalistical doctrines for a year. The Rabbi said he was averse to 
separating man and wife ; and as to the difference with my father-in-law, 
lie sfdd, that patience, perseverance, and prayer, with self-humiliation, 
would do a great deal. With this advice I left him, but remained still at 
Libavitch about two months, at the end of which time the Kabbi sent for 
me, and told me it was time for me to return home. He gave me a 
letter to the Khasidim merchants who might visit Riga, commending me 
to their care and kind attention.' 



THE CEDARS OF LEBANON. 



From an account which the Rev. S. H. Calhoun, a missionary in Syria, has 
recently given of a visit he had iust made to Mount Lebanon, we take the follow- 
ing interesting description. It is confirmed by the statements of our own beloved 
missionaries, who have visited that locality : — 

' The region of the Cedars is not far from seven thousand feet above the level 
of the sea, and is surrounded on the north, east, and south, by a still higher 
range of mountains. It is open towards the west, and looks down upon a vast 
mass of ragged mountains, and beyond them to the * great and wide sea,* (the 
Mediterranean.) The scenery is most majestic and impressive. The cedars are 
few in number. I have been counting them to-day, and find them to be about 
four hundred ; our actual count was three hundred and ninety-three. I should 
think not more than a dozen were less than a foot in diameter. Many of them 
are two and three feet, and occasionally five feet. Several of them are from six 
to ten feet. One that I measured this morning is forty feet in circumference, 
say two feet from the ground. A little higher, it sends forth five immense 
branches, each from three to five feet in diameter, which shoot up almost per- 
pendicularly, thus in reality constituting five trees of great size. Many of the 
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cedars are double, and even triple, and quadruple ; that is, from one root appar- 
ently, there grow up two or more trees united as one for two or three feet or 
more, and then separated, thus forming independeut bodies, straight and beau- 
tiful. 

* As to the age of the trees, I do not know that history says much. I counted 
to-day sixty circles, which would be equal to sixty years. A tree of six feet in 
diameter, according to this calculation, might be more than two thousand years 
old. The one already alluded to would be at this rate more than four thousand 
years old, reaching nearly to the time of the flood. Travellers have been in the 
habit of cutting their names on these larger trees : one date I find as far back 
as 1693 ; at which time, as appears, the tree must have been nearly as large as 
at present. From such data as these, we may no doubt infer for them a very 
great antiquity. 

^ The ground occupied by this grove of cedars is not far from two hundred and 
ten yards in diameter, in every direction. Twelve of the trees, the largest and 
oldest, present little of symmetry or beauty. The storms and tempests of so 
many ages and generations have sadly broken and disfigured their once wide- 
spread branches, and bowed down their lofty heads. Their majesty in ruins is 
now their greatest charm. None of the works of man which I have seen, 
not even those of Baalbec, so impress and awe my mind. One connects them 
with the great Creator. *^ The trees of the Lord are full of sap, the cedars of 
Lebanon which He Tiath planted,''^ The remainder of the grove consists in general 
of straight, well-formed trees, with wide-spreading arms, gradually diminishing 
to the top, and reaching to the height of from seventy to a hundred feet. 

^ I may also mention a fact which has interested me. There are two trees of 
great size, stanching about twelve feet apart : a large and high branch of the one has 
extended itself to the other, and has become most firmly united to it by growth, 
the bark completely covering the seam ; and what is still more remarkable, the 
latter tree now apparently depends on that strong arm for its very existence, 
for in consequence of an extensive defect near the root, the vast superincumbent 
weight would evidently soon prostrate it, were it not so kindly protected by its 
more aged and stronger companion. 

' The grove of cedars,' adds Mrs Calhoun, ' is preserved by the superstitions 
reverence of the people : they have many traditions of the injuries that have 
occurred to those who ventured to use the cedar for fire-wood ; one of which n, 
that a man's milk turned to blood while he was heating it.' — The Chri^ian 
Instructor^ Philadelphia^ U.S. 
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SCOTTISH SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS. 

HOME PROCEEDINGS. 

Lectures, Sermons, and Meetings in Connection with the Scottish Societt 

FOR the Conversion of Israel. 

^*to» Place. Nature of Service. Speakers. 

1856. 

Jan. 7. Glasgow (Society's Rooms), - - Prayer Meeting, Mr Salkinson presided. 

** 13. Fenwick (U. P. Ch.), - - - Sermons, - . Mr Salkinson. 

" 20. Lanark (U. P. Ch.), - - - - »* 

" 27. Carluke (U. P. Cb.),- - - - " - - »' 

The following Letter, addressed to the cause. May many be led to manifest liks 
President, by the wife of a minister in. concern for the salvation of Israel : — 
Orkney, indicates proper zeal in a good Rev. and Dear Sir,— We have just recdTed 
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solar from your Society stating its 
and circumstances. For my part, I 
it snch an appeal should have been 
mry to those who profess to love the 
F Jesus. Oh, sir, why should not all 
B His, seek to serve and glorify him 
wAng for the salvation of those who 
d him, thus manifesting that they are 
partakers of the Spirit of Him who, 
cross, prayed for his murderers. If 
e not the Spuit of Jesus, we can be 
his. For years past I have felt that 
tdah Christians, ought to bestir our- 
jod do something for the Jews. The 
died Church and the Free Church 
It a noble example to other denomi- 
in this matter. Let us be up and 
Let us strive and pray that soon the 
M8 may live and stand upright, and 
I with the Spirit from on high. Oh 
) salvation of Israel were come out of 

Sir, — since I sent you the last small 
B, I have got collected £1; six 
I of this is the contents of the Mis- 
Box in Mr Reid's Sabbath class ; the 
Srom individuals throughout the con- 
n. I trust, during the coming year, 
irest will be deepened, and we will 
ton to send. That God may bless 
tpeit the yiroTkf and those engaged in 
16 earnest wish and prayer of yours 



IB ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
.8G0W FEMALE AUXILIARY 
THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR 
CONVERSION OF ISRAEL, 
enting the members of this Society 
) Foiurth Annual Report of its pro- 
I, your Committee would express 
atitude to those friends who have 
id them with their countenance and 

. resolution adopted at last annual 
', the rule which bound this Society 
I over its funds to the Scottish So- 
r the Conversion of Israel was re- 
and the members of this Auxiliary 
\ at freedom to devote their money 
objects connected with the Conver- 
he Jews as seemed most fit. 
Prayer Meeting on the first Monday 
' month has been regularly held, with 
jption of the month of August. At 
of those meetings, Dr Philip, Mis- 
from Alexandria, was present, and 
teresting details regarding the state 



of the Jews, and his laboura among them, 
particularly directing the attention of tho 
ladies to the neglected condition of the 
Jewish females, and suggesting their eleva- 
tion by education and Christianity as an 
appropriate field for the exertions of this 
Society. The thanks of this Society are 
tendered to those gentlemen who conducted 
the services at the monthly meetings. 

The Committee have had the pleasure of 
learning that the box of wearing apparel 
forwarded to Algiers has proved of great- 
service, enabling the Missionary to supply 
the wants of the needy sons of Abraham. 

The three Jewish children mentioned in 
last year's report, have, according to wishes 
expressed at last annual meeting, been 
receiving instruction in the Normal' School, 
at the expense of this Society, during the 
past year. 

While your Committee regret that they 
cannot present to you a longer list of Sub- 
scribers, and a larger sum as the fruits of 
their labours, yet they regard it as a hopeful 
sign that the Christian Church is awakening 
to a sense of its duty in regard to the 
outcasts of Israel; and your Committee 
would call on every member of this Sodety 
to do what she can to promote thib good 
work, knowing that not till the Jews have 
received the truth shall the fulness of the 
Gentiles be brought in. 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE roa 185A. 

Db. 

Balance fh>m last year, - - - £0 13 6} 

Subscriptions, - - - • 37 16 4 

Mrs Train, for Temporal Aid, - 10 

Mrs Erskine, for Firiend aflvrat^ - 4 

Collection Box, - - - - 14 6i 

£40 8 4 



Ca. 

School Fees and Books, - - £2 17 10 

By Treasurer of Scottish Society, - 30 
" Scottish Society for Friend ciflsraelt 3 8 

** Printing Account, - - - 14 

** Temporal Aid to poor Jews, - 8 

" Cash in hand, .... 3 



£40 8 4 



January 7, 1856. — We have examined the 
above, and find them correct. 

AoNXS M'Innss. 
AoNis Edmomd. 



OFFICE-BEARERS. 



President—ytBA STEVEN. 

Vice-Presidents— Mn Tbomas and Miss Kbb. 

Treasurer—Mn MiLLsa. 

Secretary— yiiaa A. M*Innss. 



FOREIGN. 

ALEXANDRIA, 
^mmunications recently received from this station are of a cheer- 
ascription. The good seed is being widely sown. May the hearts 
I labourers soon be gladdened by an abundant harvest. 
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We have been favoured with the following extract from a letter written 
by Henry Paul, Esq., to the Rev. David Brown, D.D., of this city, dated 
Alexandria, January 26, 1856 : — 

' I have been here for some days, and have been greatly delighted with Mr Brown, who 
has been for the last two years labonring among the Jews in connection with a society in 
Glasgow. He is a devoted missionary, and the fmits of his labours are daily appearing in 
this heathen land.* — The following are extracts from the Rev. R. Grant Brown's letters 
to the Secretary : — 



12th January, 1855. 
The apostle Peter, with sweet remembrance 
of Pentecostal days, speaks of * the gospel 
' preached with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven,* This is what we need above all 
things here. The gospel is now in some 
measure being made known among the 
mingled nations of this city, but we need 
the demonstration of the Spirit; there is 
some sowing, and a little watering— oh for 
the blessing of God to make it grow and 
bear fruit to eternal life I It is a very pain- 
ful thing to spend many months among a 



I am sometimes encouraged by onr little 
Arabic meeting. While speaking togeths 
of the believer's hidden life, and the wonder- 
ful communion with the Lord Jesus whidi 
he 80 richly promises iu the fourteenth 
chapter of John, we have felt something of 
his own presence and blessing. A devotedly 
pious young Sidonian, who lately arrived, is 
a great comfort to us, as he converses with 
those who oppose the truth, and ministers to 
the steadfastness of the tried and cast-down 
believer. J. of Damascus is often maoh 
grieved by the opposition, ridicule, and Uas- 



people perishing for lack of knowledge of pliemies of the Syrian silk merchants, who, 



Christ, and feel at the end of the day that 
you have done nothing to make him known 
but nail in a treacherous memory the roots 
of some verbs, or the eccentric plurals of a 
few nouns. That dreary period is, I am 
happy to say, in a great measure past with 
me. My forenoons, indeed, are still de- 
voted to farther study of languages, but my 
afternoons are spent in the streets diffusing 
the truth by tracts and conversation. Pro- 
vidence has kindly given me an efficient 
assistant in a young man whom I found at 
Beyrout, and gladly brought with me. By 



to the number of sixty or seventy, live in 
the same wokaly (or court) with him. A 
few days ago some of them brought a fidis 
action against him merely to annoy him, 
but gave it up, probably because they feared 
their peijured witnesses would not be abk 
to prove their point. Some months ago 
there was a fearful tumult of several boon 
against him, and it is said several were pre- 
pared with knives to murder him. Oa 
Christmas evening, Jnsef and his companioni 
told me with great joy that one of those verj 
young men who wished to kill him had now 



birth an Englishman, he has become fami- joined their evening Bible conyenations and 



liar with these lands by many years' resi- 
dence. He was a student in Malta, and 
laboured much for Christ on Lebanon and in 
several cities of the East, from Jerusalem to 
Constantinople, as a tract distributor and 
catechist, without any regular means of sup- 
port. As I shall probably have frequent 
occasion to mention him, I must farther in- 
troduce him. If, then, you see a tall figure 
leave my door with a carpet bag swollen 
with Bibles and tracts in many divers 
tongues, with a very pleasing face, and 
slightly abstracted air; if yon see his look 
brightening as he reaches the crowded 
thoroughfares, then accosting a wealthy, 
bustling Jewish merchant with gentle voice 
and sweet smile, and offering him a tract, 
then asking a poor Arab boy if he can read, 
then forming the centre of a crowd patiently 
selling and giring his stores, now gliding into 
a European shop, now standing at a native 
stall ; saluting in Italian, replying in French, 
arguing in Hebrew, persuading in Turkish, or 
preaching Christ in Arabic to a group of Syrian 
young men — that is oar friend Spillman. 

Ton will be glad to learn that in less than 
two months and a-half he has sold 121 
copies of tike ScriptareB, in whole or in part. 



prayers. Since then the fear of man has 
made him waver a little, but I trust the Lord 
will make him truly hig own. Jusefi 
Christian character has been formed almost 
entirely by solitary reading of the Bibk^ 
continued for some years when he knew 
none here who could aid him in the right 
way. 

Pray that the Lord may soon add to our 
little number some of the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel. We find that the Jewiih 
population are so intermingled with othff 
nations here that the best way to find them 
out is to labour for the salvation of alL 

A man lately purchased a Bible firom me 
some days before I found he was a Jew. 
Oflen the offer of a tract leads to an inter- 
esting conversation. On Saturdays we fre- 
quently visit the Jewish houses. Once we 
had an opportunity of fully setting the tratk 
before the rabbi and nine other men, in an 
animated conversation of an hour and a-hal£ 
The rabbi said scoffingly, * Jesus will come 
again.' Yes. *And be married,' winkiog 
to his next neighbour. It was a moment 
before I saw that he alluded to the mania^ 
supper of the Lamb ; and then I referred to 
similar language in Isaiah, Rosea, and the 



L856.] 



THE FBIBND OF ISRAEL. 



181 



Paalm. It was evident from their 
1 forced interpretations that the 

of our Lord's divinity and ha- 
itained in that Song of Loves was 

gaiosayed. Truly nothing less 
3wer of God can take away those 
tone. * Give me something that 

me how to get money/ said a 
an Jew to whom I offered a tract ; 
little conversation along the street 
I down, and promised to read it 
I Jews cling to their old super- 
e Italian ones scarce believe any- 

c forward to Dr Philip's arrival 

pleasure. 

4th Feb., 1866. 
1 ngoice to hear that since my last 
fork of tract distribution has gone 
gangly among the Jews and Gen- 
l nations. The work indeed in- 
i]f^ for those who read some tracts, 
I in the hands of their acqutdnt- 

fbr others. In order to insure 
irill be treated with respect and 
rery generally ask part of their 
metimes a crowd surrounds me 
yt, and voices in many languages 
kr tracts, while hands of various 

out pieces of money. I always 
Iditional pleasure when my car 
tirani, Ebri, Yehudi, or Lashon 
.* Thus these little messengers 
Vfty into many a shop and family 
* glad tidings of God's love in 
Kmbtless much of this seed falls 



upon the wayside — upon hearts trodden 
hard by many a sin — and is caught away by 
the evil one, who follows the sower's steps ; 
but shall we not hope, ought we not to pray, 
that over some God will watch, and water 
it with bis own Spirit, that it may bring 
forth a hundred-fold. 

My work has acquired another and very 
interesting new feature — that of Bible col- 
portage. I began a few days ago to take 
Bibles with me, and found the demand most 
gratifying. During the first five days of last 
week I sold 84 copies of the scriptures in 
whole or in part, exclusive of those disposed 
of by Mr Spillman. A considerable number 
of these were purchased by Jews. I am de- 
lighted to find this the most rapid means of 
forming acquaintance with the Jews, and 
easiest introduction to the message of salva- 
tion by Christ alone. Every day more 
Bibles are ordered than Mr Spillman, my 
Syrian servant, and I can carry ; so that we 
have resolved to open a shop (if we can get 
one in this overcrowded city), and sit in it all 
the forenoon, ready to converse with all who 
come to us, while the afternoon will he spent 
as at present in the more ' aggressive ' street 
labour. 

It will gratify the friends of our school to 
know that a Moslem boy of eleven or twelve 
is so far awakened to an interest in spiritual 
things as to spend many an hour with Mr 
Spilhnan in reading the Bible and prayer. 
He says the instruction received in our 
school led him to think. 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



IHURCH MISSION TO THE 
JEWS. 

KTOH JEWS AND THE SISTEBS 
OF MERCT. 

)d in last Record that the colony 
Tews whom the Allies had brought 
tinople afler the destruction of the 
n, had been pounced upon by the 
Mercy, who had the cunning to 
ihrea made the almoners of Lord 

Stratford de Redcliffe's bounty. 
Ated that the matter would be re- 
in the proper quarter. This has 

done, and the answer, which is 
V, is entirely satisfactory, so far as 
Lady Sti-atford de Redcliffe are 
This is not more than we con- 
cpected, for his lordship has ever 
beady friend of the mission to the 
e Ottoman capital. It is certainly 
which both the Free Church and 
ought to be thankful, that a person 
ihip's enlightened views, the true 
Turkey, should be ambassador at 
at this crisis. This dispensation 
* Hebraisb, Hebrew, 



in the East is a singularly nuxed one. Good 
and evil, hope and fear, are largely blended 
in it ; and this is not the least of its favour- 
able symptoms, that one who can so well 
estimate the power of moral and spiritual 
influences shoidd be present on the spot to 
give a direction to- the social changes which 
are beginning to set in under the surface of 
political and military movements. Mrs 
Koenig thus writes : 

We waited on Lady Stratford de Redcliffe 
last Friday, as we were requested to do in the 
letter her ladyship wrote in answer to our 
association, regarding the bounties given 
firom Lord Stratford to the Eertch Jews, and 
distributed through Catholic hands. The 
answer was very polite and kind, greatly re- 
gretting that another party had disposed of 
all the money in the mannerahove mentioned. 
He had found the Soears de Charite on the 
spot, and, not heing aware of the existence 
of our mission, had (unknown to her ladyship) 
placed the entire and very considerable sum 
in the hands of the Romish sisters. Lord 
Stratford entirely concurred with hotaelf 

Jewish, Holy Tongae 
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that the money ought to haTo been distri- 
buted through Protestaut means, and pro- 
mised, if there should be any more, to ask us 
to take charge of it. We talked with Miss 
Canning (her ladyship being absent) about 
the possibility of opening a school for the 
children of the Kertch Jews. She stated, if 
vie could find a suitable person as teacher, 
she had no doubt Lord Stratford would bear 
the expense for this winter at least; and 
with this understanding we left. — Home and 
Foreign Record of the Free Church, 

BRITISH SOCIETY. 

LONDON. 

Mr Jaff<6 states : — About three weeks ago 
I was accidentally met by an Israelite, of 
great respectability, whose salutation sur- 
prised me. Before I could speak, he began : 
* Have you no recollection of me, Mr Jaff^, 
an Israelite who so frequently visited your 
house when you were at Bristol, and in 
whose welfare you were, at that time, so 
deeply concerned ? Well, when I left Bristol, 
I thought nothing more of the truths you 
urged upon my consideration, and for a long 
time succeeded in even banishing the mis- 
givings and doubts which had perpetually 
crowded into my mind, and which had, at 
times, made me very unhappy. Still I could 
not get rid of the impressions which were 
made on my mind ; I felt my perilous con- 
dition, and was longing to be with you ; and 
hearing that you were at Birmingham, I 
went thither in hopes to meet with you, but 
was disappointed; I there heard that you 
were in London, and I came here, but could 
not for a long time find out your residence ; 
and now that I have providentially met with 
you, I desire that you would again take me by 
the hand and teach me those things that will 
make for my peace.' I am happy to say 
that I have taken him by the hand, and find 
him a very apt scholar in the things of the 
kingdom of heaven. 

Another pleasing instance in which the 
grace of God has triumphed, is that of an 

Israelite named Gr . When Mr G. was 

first introduced to me, he expressed the 
de^re of being taught to read the English 
language. I gladly offered him my assis- 
tance, but with the understanding that we 
should read the New Testament. To this 
he readily consented, and for some time he 
read without feeling any interest whatever, 
and this chiefly arose firom the fact that his 
knowledge of the language was so scanty, 
that he was unable. to understand and enter 
fiiUy into the meaning of the important 
truths read with him; but as soon as his 
knowledge of English expanded, he became 
inqusitive and read with considerable plea- 
sure. He was not above half acquainted 
with the Epistles and Evangelists, when he 
became captivated with the purity and sub- 



limity of their doctrines. After many anx- 
ious trials he became a sincere inquirer 
after truth ; and, through God*8 grace and 
love to him, he is now, I trust, a firm and 
decided believer in the Lord Jesus. It was 
only last year that Mr G. was offidating 
during the celebration of the festival in a 
Jewish synagogue, where he acquitted 
himself with great honour and gained the 
esteem of many very respectable Jewiah fiuni- 
lies, but since he has known the truth, he has 
given up all for its sake ; and though he has 
had nearly ever since to struggle with want 
and distress, and the Jews are constantly 
at his house, offering him every possible in- 
ducement of a worldly nature to draw him 
from his integrity, he yet remains firm, and 
nobly defends the honour of his Master 
against any and every assault. 

Mr Gellert refers to some remarkable 
circumstances, which, in the course of Pro- 
vidence, have brought a travelling Jew to 
think seriously of the best things. After 
the Missionary in London had had several 
interviews with him, and had mside bnt 
little impression by them upon his levi^ 
and carelessness, the Jew left the metn>- 
polis, to visit, as was his custom as a haw- 
ker of jewellery, a district of the countiy. 
As he travelled along the dusty road, bis 
heart was still unchanged — his purpose was 
unrenewed, and not having succeeded r&rj 
well in his trade of late, he thought, per- 
chance, that his Jewish extraction and &ith 
were the obstacles in his way. He ac- 
cordingly resolved, at the next house where 
he should present his wares, if the question 
were put to him, to say that he was a 
Christian ; when he did so, the gentleman 
at whose door he stood at once invited him 
in, and asked him the reason of his fiuth and 
hope, which compelled the Jew, though 
perhaps unwillingly at first, to open the law 
and the prophets, and to ransack than for 
passages in proof of his Messiahship, whoee 
right it is to reign, and who will reign until 
he has put all enemies under his feet, and 
further to show from the same Scriptures, 
how all the services and sacrifices of the 
temple did but foreshadow Him of whom Moses 
spake. Returned to London, he presents 
himself before the missionary who had feith- 
fiilly striven to instruct him, and through 
whose teachings it was that he had been 
enabled so well to counterfeit a Christian, 
while indeed a Jew. * Pardon me,* he said, 
* that I have told a lie, in order to improye 
my circumstances, and to dispose of my 
goods. I said I was a Christian, and under 
the fiill persuasion that I was, the gentleman 
caused me to remain in his house a whole ' 
day; he purchased goods of me to the J 
amount of four pounds, and welcomed me ' 
to his own table : but his joy in welcoming 
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of his kindness, together with his parting 
blessing, I desire never to forget. If snch is 
Christianitj, and such the mysterious and 
oTerwhelming love they bear one another, 
I am persuaded that it is of all things most 



excellent and true, and sincerely desire to 
be forgiven my sin of falsehood, that with an 
eased conscience, I may learn more of the 
Christ and Saviour of the Christian who was 
my helper and my host.' 



LITERARY NOTICES. 



Salktosom's Tbanslation of the 
Epistle to thb Romans. 

Thb following Letter from Dr Julius Fiirst, 
Hebrew Professor at the University of 
Leipzic^ with reference to this work, is con- 
firmatory of the favourable notice which 
appeared in a former number. Dr Fiirst is 
widely known as an eminent Hebraist: — 

Leipzic, Jan. 20, 1856. 

Honoured Sir, — I have duly received your 
Hebrew Letter, together with your Hebrew 
Translation of the Epistle of Paul to the Bo- 
mans, for which I tender you my hearty thanks. 
Your translation pleased me exceedingly. As 
to the translation adopted by the Missionary 
and the Bible Society, yours not only 
occupies a higher position, but that transla- 
tion is scarcely worthy of being compared 
with it: whilst in the former the spirit of 
the Hebrew langoage is not to be perceived, 
grammatical and lexicographical accuracy 
is set at defiance, and the painful feeling of 
strangeness is excited in the mind of the 
Hebrew reader. Your version sounds the 
native notes of the Old Testament without 
infinnging in the least upon fidelity or accuracy. 

I would gladly have written a critique 
on yonr truslation, together with an intro- 
duction to the history of the Hebrew trans- 
lation of the New Testament in gene- 
ral; but as this is no easy literary task, 
I beg to inquire whether I may write it in 
German, and whether an English theological 
journal would be inclined to receive such 
a historioo - critical introduction, translate, 
publish, and acknowledge it ? If the essay 
cannot be published and acknowledged, I 
should not deem it expedient to bestow time 
and labour upon it, since I have other 
matters which claim my constant attention. 
With cordial greetings, and requesting you 
for information, — I am, yours obediently, 
(Signed) Dr Julius FiiRST, 
Professor at the University of Leipzio. 

Mr I. Salkinson, Glasgow. 

A DiscouBSB addressed to the Baptist 
Church, Bristo Street, Edinburgh, on the 
occasion of the Death of Mr Andrew Arthur, 
one of the Pastors of the Church, Sept 16, 
1855. Edinburgh : William Innes. 

Mr Abthub belonged to a denonlination 
which, in Scotiand, is numerically small^ 
but was well known beyond its range as a 
man possessed of large Christian benevolence. 
From an earJj period he was a warm sup- 



porter of the Scottish Society for the Con- 
version of Israel, and, as a member of the 
Corresponding Committee at Edinburgh, he 
ever willingly laboured to promote its in- 
terests. 

A local paper, in an obituary notice of Mr 
Arthur, says — * Mr Arthur's greatness con- 
sisted chiefly in his goodness. . . • He 
was never so happy as when engaged in bis 
Master's service, and never unhappy unless 
when prevented from being so engaged. No 
demand could be made upon him to under- 
take a duty which proposed this end in 
view, to which he turned a deaf or careless 
ear; his anxiety was always lest he could 
not overtake, never how he might evade, the 
calL As a Christian and Christian minister, 
his conduct was irreproachable.* 

Mr Arthur's removal was sudden. He 
preached twice oh Sabbath, 2d September. 
* On the following evening he was seized 
with inflammation of the brain, by which he 
was almost immediately deprived of hearing, 
speech, and conscioasness, and in that state 
he died on the evening of Wednesday the 
5th. He was ready. His last discourse 
was on these words, "All the promises of 
God are in Christ yea, and in him amen." * 

The discourse on the occasion of his death, 
founded on Heb. xiii. 7, 8, is an affectionate 
but well-merited tribute to his memory. 
Our space will only allow of a brief extract ; — 

* I must now touch a wound still fresh. 
. . . . By a stroke of his hand, God has 
suddenly taken from us a faithful pastor; 
while we bow with snbmission to the divine 
will, let us remember him. For seventeen 
years and a half ho has laboured among us, 
speaking to us the word of Grod, how dis- 
interestedly, how devotedly, how eamestiy, 
we all know. His constant aim was to feed 
us with the bread of life, with the sincere 
milk of the word, the wholesome words of 
sound doctrine. Speaking the truth in love, 
his desire was to build us up on our most 
holy faith, to promote our spirituality, our 
love, our peace, our joy, and our faith. His 
heart was set upon his work; his delight 
was in his Master's service. Nor were his 
labours confined to us; wherever he went, 
and wherever his services were required, he 
was ready and willing to preach the word 
in season and out of season. But it was not 
in these public duties only that he served 
his Master and the church \ in tlv^ \i\xtcW<&^ 
unostentatious, Y>ut mo&t Vcci'^TtBCDXi ^mN.'^ <^1 
visiting from ko\u« t^ \ioutSi^\x« "vt^J^ xsi^mX 
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exemplary. .... The foundation of 
his exceUenoe and nsefuhiess was that he 
was a man of prayer and lived near to God. 
His outward demeanour attested his inward 
life, and assuredly the inward life produced 
the outward conduct. His aim was to do 
good. He had no relish but for such con- 
versation as tended fd minister grace to the 
hearers. He was a lover of hospitality and 
a lover of good men. His large heart and 



catholic spirit, and amiable disposition, at- 
tached to him many friends, and extended 
his usefulness bejond the sphere of his own 
denomination. 

* Brethren and fnends, to whom he so often 
spoke the word of God, remember him ! but 
above all remember that Word — the Gospel 
which is the savour of life to those that are 
saved, but the savour of death to them that 
perish !' 



MISCELLANEA. 



DEATH OF BASON AH80HBL 

CHILD. 



BOTHS- 



The advices from Frankfort to-day men- 
tion the death of Baron Amschel de Roths- 
child, the eldest of the five brothers who 
constituted the senior members of the family. 
His age was eighty-five, and he was held in 
great consideration thoughout Germany. — 
Times. 

The *Post-Am8t Gazette,' of Frankfort, 
contains the following : — * On the morfting of 
the 9th inst. took place the funeral of Baron 
Anselm Rothschild. Although the deceased 
had expressed a wish that the burial might 
be of the amplest description, a large number 
of persons, of all classes, followed his hearse, 
and not less than 150 carriages. His will 
bequeaths numerous legacies to the chari- 
table institutions of the town. M. de Roths- 
child, leaving no direct descendants, has 
named the eldest son of his brother Solomon, 
who died in Paris, his principal heir. Of 
his five brothers, who founded that great 
house, only one survives, namely, the head 
of the Paris firm, Baron James de Roths- 
child.' — Jewish Chronicle^ Dec, 14, 1865. 

The Suabian Mercury contains the follow- 
ing from Frankfort : — * The fortune of Baron 
de Rothschildf who recently died, has been 
valued at from 40 to 50,000,000 fl. A sum 
of 1,200,000 fi. is destmed to continue the 
alms which the deceased was in the habit of 
distributing every week, as well as for 
the distribution of wood to the poor in 
winter. The fund for giving a dower to 
Jewish maidens receives 50,000 fl. ; the 
fund for the sick, as well as the Jewish 
hospital, 10,000 fl. each. The Jewish school 
50,000 fl. Sums of 3,000 fl. are bestowed 
on several Christian establishments. The 
clerks who have been more than twenty 
years in the firm, receive 2,000 fl. ; the 
the others 1,000 fl. The Juniors from 300 
fl. to 500 fl. Many legacies are left to 
servants.' — Jewish Chronicle, 



HOLLAND. 

The item in the estimate for the year 
1856, under the head of 'Expenses for 
matters in connection with the Israelites,' 
amounts to 35,750 fl. (14,300 dolL), amongit 
these is set down for Theological instruction 
16,500 fl.; maintenance of Synagogues, 
schools, etc., 3,500 fl. It is a remarkable 
fact, that the number of persons of the Jew- 
ish persuasion, holding appointments under 
Government in the Netherlands, is larger in 
proportion to the totality of the Jewish popu- 
lation, than the whole number of employees 
in the total population of the kingdom. — 
Jeshwnm, 

GONSTANTINOPLK. 

The misery of the poor Jews exceeds all 
the power of the pen to describe. During 
the course of the past winter, I often came 
into houses in which, in Europe, no one would 
stable even his cattle. Lying upon the 
damp boards, could be seen the a£9icted and 
unhappy snfi^erers, covered only with a few 
rags and tattered garments, the windows in 
the room without glass, the doors broken, 
and the wind and the rain vieing with each 
other in pouring through the roof and ceil- 
ing cold and wet, in order, as it seemed to 
me, to aggravate the horrors and pains of 
those unfortunate beings.— JistowA Chromdt' 

The Jews have been bestirring them- 
selves ; and having made some money in the 
Crimea, they have salaried a rabbi for a 
time to work among the long-neglected Isnd- 
ites of Galata this winter. — Christian Timei. 

NicoLAiTF, so frequently mentioned of 
late, has two Synagogues, one Jewish and 
one Caraite. — DUnivers IsraeHte, 

LONDON. 

Thb Jew's Colleob. — ^The Barooetf 

Rothschild, we learn, has transmitted a do- 
nation of £200 to the Rev. the Chief Rabbi, 
for the Jew's College — £100 in memory rf 
her deceased father, and £100 in her own 
name. — Jewish Chronicle, 
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JUID SO ALL I8RABL SHALL BB SAYSD. 



THE JEW. 



< A lEAK THAT IS A Jbw.' — And I Can conceive of no object more pro- 
foandlj interesting than this — a mom that is a Jew ! All that is vener- 
able in antiquity — all that is sacred in religion — all that is rich in story — 
all that is sublime in poetry, cleaves to the extraordinary race to which 
that man belongs ; — nor does there exist upon the &ce of the earth a 
people who in any of these respects can compare with them. I envy not 
his feelings, who can look unmoved upon the face of a Jew. The most 
miraculous and marvellous events the world has ever known seem to have 
their record in the features of his countenance, and the story of ages long 
since past away is impressed upon his brow. But for such a man as this, 
infidetity would have had a task far less difficult, and scepticism would 
have lost one of the most unanswerable proo& of her falsehood and her 
folly — but there is a living witness for the truth of God — nor will the infi- 
del ever be able to achieve a perfect triumph while there lives to confront 
him, a man thai is a Jew, 

Look on his countenance — mark its peculiar expression. There is that 
in it which cannot be mistaken. It tells its own story, and the associations 
and reminiscences which it awakens, crowd upon the mind with the most 
thrilling and powerful interest. < A man that is a Jew,* 

1. He belongs to a race to which all that is venerable in antiquitj/ appertains. 

Who can boast of a heraldry or of history like theirs ? A heraldry whose 
emblazonment is from heaven, and a history whose records are written by 
inspired pens. The origin of all other nations is for the most part veiled 
in the obscurity that settles on the remoteness of the past, and so blended 
with the fables of a vague tradition, that it is hard to separate fact from 
fiction, or decide, with anything like accuracVj between them. But here 
is a people, all whose eventful and chequeried story is drawn out before 
us in lines of undeviating accuracy, ana in characters of infallible truth. 
No dim twilight obscures its earliest periods, bi;t the events that marked 
them stand out before us in bold relief, as though they had occurred but 
yesterday; and yet so high is their antiquity, that oges have intervened 
between them and the earliest authentic record? or any other people. 
The plagues— the passover— the ezodus--flre scenes that seem^to Uve 

Q 
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was bom 1087 years before him. What poete for sublimity and gran- 
dear, can compare with theirs ! and what are the strains of Sappho and 
the lyre of Orpheus, to the harp of David and the songs of Zion ! Bat 
these are minor considerations, and matters of trivial moment compared 
with those spiritual blessings for which we are indebted, instrumentaUy, 
to them. To them pertain *• the adoption and the glory, the covenants 
and the giving of the law — to them belonged the service of Grod and the 
promises — theirs are the fathers — and of them as concerning the flesh 
Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.' Can we forget that this 
sacred book — this book, which we esteem above and beyond all other books, 
written by inspiration of God — the foundation and the fountain — the test 
and the standard of infallible and eternal truth, was written by Jews T 
Can we forget that for all the light and knowledge, for all the informa- 
tion and instruction, for all the peace and joy, for all the hopes and anti- 
cipations we derive from this blessed volume, we are indebted to the Jews? 
Can we forget that the Bedeemer of mankind was himself a Jew — ^that 
the nature which he condescended to take into mysterious and indissoluble 
union with his own, when he became incarnate for our salvation, was cast 
in the Jewish mould ? That that sacred countenance which was so marred 
more than any man's, down which the tears of commiseration ran when he 
beheld the devoted city, and the drops of blood trickled when he hung upon 
the cross, was the countenance of a Jew ? No, I cannot look upon the 
face of a Jew with scorn ; I cannot behold him otherwise than with re- 
spect, when I think of this, and a sense of my obligation to the race to 
which that countenance belongs is thus awakened in my mind. Beloved 
and honoured they must be, and shall be, for the^^^^ sake^ if not for 
their own ; and though we may well despair of ever paying the debt which 
we have contracted to them, still, by our kindness and by our efibrts for 
their welfare, we vrill testify that we are not altogether unconsdous of its 
existence, or unwiUing to acknowledge its magnitude. 

4. Andj think how long this debt has been contracting. Through what a 
long succession of ages it has been accumulating, while scarcely a fraction 
of the interest has been paid. And even now, at this moment, what is 
being done for the poor Jew ? O, how little ! How ought we to blash 
at the mention of it ! For all the world beside there is something doing, 
but nothing for him. Societies there are expending hundreds of thousands 
on the distant heathen, but nothing, comparatively nothing, is expended 
on the poor Jew. Many are running to and fro to gather in from the 
east and from the west, from the north and from the south, the devotees 
of Brahma and of Budda, the disciples of Fo and of Confucius, the sav- 
ages of New 2^aland and the wanderers of Caflraria and Namaqualand, to 
the fold of the good Shepherd — but O, how few there are interested in the 
restoration of the lost sheep of the house of Israel ! We owe them a long 
arrear of debt, and it is high time that we began to estimate the amount, 
and set ourselves seriously and in earnest to its payment. 

5. And, then, let us consider, for we are justified in taking this into 
our calculations, what prodigious advantage must arise to the Christian cause 
from the conversion^ on anything like an extended and general scale, of the Jews 
to Christiardty. 

The Apostle has taught us thus to calculate — ^ Have they stumbled,' 
he says, ' that they should fall ? ' that is, finally. ' God forbid : bdt 
rather through their fall salvation is come unto the Gentiles. Now, if the 
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fidl of them be tlie riches of tbo w orld, and the diminishing of them the 
riches of the Gentiles, how much more their fulness ? ' And again, < If 
the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the 
receiving of them be but life from the dead ? ' Most assuredly the Jews 
Aall be conyerted to Christianity, truly and savingly converted, whether 
ufc are honoured as instruments and agents in bringing about the great 
event or not. They shall ' be grafted in again to their own olive tree.' 
There is a time to favour them, yea, a set time, fixed and limited, in the 
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, and whether near or dis- 
tant, as sure as the rising of to-morrow's sun, that time will fully come. 
' The lost sheep of the house of Israel,' now scattered abroad upon the 
&ce of the earth, and the lost tribes, hidden like some buried river from 
the knowledge and observation of mankind, shall then be gathered to the 
good Shepherd's fold, and ^ so all Israel shall be saved.' As to the precise 
mode, the exact period, and all the attendant circumstances and minute 
details, in connexion with which this will be accomplished — these I pre- 
sume not to specify. Men have their theories respecting this profoundly 
interesting event, with which I purpose not to intermeddle. Whether 
they shall return to their own land or not, and, if they should, whether 
th«r conversion to God shall precede or follow that occurrence, are points 
I presume not to determine — ^I only assume their conversion as a great 
&ct rendered infallibly certain by the promises and prophecies of the 
sacred volume, and as a fact that cannot but have a most decided and fa- 
vourable bearing on the prosperity and triumph of the Christian cause, so 
that it shall be as life from the dead, not only to themselves but to the 
church and to the world. Should their conversion be sudden and rapid 
— should it be simultaneous, in all parts of the globe over which they are 
now scattered — should it be, though not altogether without the use of or- 
dinary means, yet in a manner and to an extent, so far transcending and 
surpassing the measure of those means which are employed, as to render 
the event confessedly miraculous, and strikingly verifying the prophetic 
expression of a nation being bom in a day — it will be an event so much the 
more impressive, and so much the more decided and irresistible will be 
its influence upon the world. 

And will not the Jews, in the event of their true and saving conversion 
to Grod, become the most zealous, devoted, laborious, successful mission- 
aries to the heathen 1 I cannot but entertain the assurance that they will : 
while the church herself, aroused by this event to a life and energy and 
unanimity unknown to former times, will take the field against the com- 
mon foe, in numbers compared with which all present figures will appear 
contemptible. And, methinks, the new and superior Spirit of those times 
will come upon the men of wealth and property as in the days of old, 
when no man said, or thought, that aught which he possessed was his 
own, and large estates will be placed at the disposal of the church, so that 
she sh^ll not, as now, be crippled in her efforts by the want of means, but 
as kings and queens and princes shall become her coadjutors, so the wealth 
of empires shall be poured into her treasury. 

Nor is it possible for us, my brethren, to picture to ourselves the great 
honour with which converted Jews shidl fulfil their trust and prosecute 
their labours as missionaries to the heathen. How will their own won- 
drous story confirm the testimony which they bear ! What a demonstra- 
tion will their conversion be of the ability and willingness of Christ to 



190 THE FKIBND OF ISRAEL. [Aprlly 1856. 

cave I , Who can go forth and announce the faithful saying, ^ Worthy of 
all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,' 
and add, with the same emphasis as the Jew, 'of whom I am chief!' Yes, 
I verily believe that after all they will be the most honoured people upon 
earth, and the world shall a second time receive the gospel from their 
hands. Other Pauls and Peters and Johns will arise, and, multiplied a 
thousand fold, go forth into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature ; and, some perhaps would add, beginning — yes, again beginning 
literally at Jerusalem. And be it so. ' I shall not contest the point with 
them. And thus in the latter end, as well as in the beginning ; in the 
consummation, as well as in the commencement, * Salvation shall be of 
the Jews.' 

6. In the judgment of those best qudUfied to express an opinion on the subject^ 
there has never been a period more favourable to Hiese efforts for the conversion 
of the Jews than the present. 

Already there seems to be a shaking amongst the bones in the valley 
of vision. The Jews begin to be weary of the long delay that attends the 
coming of their vainly- expected Messiah. They have their misgivings as 
to the correctness of their views. They feel as though the system to which 
they have so tenaciously clung had waxen old and was ready to vanish 
away. Hope deferred begins to make the heart sick* They long for 
some better teaching than their Rabbins give, and for some more satisfying 
and sustaining influences than their talmuds and their targums yield. In 
this state of things their enlightened and intelliorcnt men are more disposed 
to converse and argue upon the subject of the Messiahship of Christ than 
in former times ; while the political movements in Europe are procuring 
for them a freedom of thought such as they have never possessed since 
the destruction of Jerusalem. And most assuredly, at the present period, 
when infidelity, under the guise of rational Christianity, is overspreading 
the continent, and especially taking possession of universities and seats of 
learning and chairs of theology throughout the states and empires of Ger- 
many, we shall do well to seek the conversion of the Jews. Under what- 
ever name or form infidelity may appear, she can meet no antagonist 
more formidable than a learned, an intelligent, and converted Jew. 
Every consideration then combines, interest with benevolence, duty with 
compassion, a sense of obligation with a feeling of pity, to press on our 
practical and devout consideration the claims of the Jew. He is sunk in 
deep degradation and ncisery ; have we no tear to shed over his suffer- 
ings? — no hand to minister to his necessities? He is perishing in igno- 
rance and unbelief, and shall we suffer him to perish, without an effort to 
instruct and save him ? That blood which his fathers invoked upon them- 
selves and upon their children is on them in judgmeift to this hour, and you 
know how terrible the malediction is ; and shall we dare, by our indif- 
ference and neglect of them, to bring their blood upon ourselves, and suf- 
fer them to cry against us as they pass, hopeless, and perhaps blasphem- 
ing, into eternity. Refuge failed me — no man cared for my soul; they sent 
the gospel indeed to pagan lands, but left the poor Jew unpitied and un- 
heeded, to perish without it in their own ? Oh no ; God forbid that a 
guilt so aggravated should be ours, that a curse so bitter should rest on 
us ! Rather let us, from this hour, awake to a more accurate estimate of 
our responsibility, with reference to the Jews, and to a warmer zeal and 
a deeper sympathy in their behalf. Let us not be deterred by the failures 
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of the pasty nor chilled by the apathy of the present.' Let us remember 
that the times and the seasons are with God. Let us ever act under the 
impression that dtUy is ours, success is with him. And though we should 
not succeed to the extent of our expectations or wishes, still it will be well 
for us that it was in our heart. The effort and the purpose cannot but 
be well pleasing to Him, and though Israel be not gathered, ' Yet shall 
we be glorious in the eyes of the Lord.* 

But Israel shall be gathered, whether we live to see it upon earth, or 
behold it from our seats in glory. G-od is pledged to it in terms the most 
explicit, and by engagements the most solemn. ^ Behold,' he hath said, 
' I will gather them out of all countries whether I have driven them in 
mine anger, and I will bring them again into this place, and I will cause 
them to dwell safely, and they shall be my people, and I will be their 
Grod/ Then he will ^ bring again their captivity i\s the streams in the 
south.' Then again Jacob shall take root, and Israel shall blossom, and 
bud, and fill the face of the earth with fruit. * For the Lord shall com- 
fort Zion ; he will comfort all her waste places, and he will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord : joy and 
gladness shall be found therein ; thanksgiving and the voice of melody.' 
Theb shall the long winter of their enmity and unbelief be over and gone, 
and the time of the singing of birds shall come ; then shall the harp of 
Judah be taken from the willows and strung and tuned to deeper tones 
and sweeter strains than David or Isaiah ever knew ; and then shall the 
fblness of the Gentiles come, and the middle wall of partition between 
them and us be effectually and for ever broken down. ^ The ransomed of 
the Lord ' — both Jews and Gentiles, the men of .every colour, and of 
every clime — ' shall return and come to Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their heads — they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.' — From * The Jew* a Sermon hy the Rev. Thomas 
Rafflesj DJD^ LL.D. 



JEWS IN THE SAHARA. 



The Jewish Chronicle has the following account of the Jews in the Sahara from 
the ' Asmonean :' — We are informed in an article which has appeared in Dr 
Frankel's * Monatsschrift fiir Geschichte und Wissenschaft des Judenthums,' for 
April last, that a considerable number of the Jews live in Tujrgurt, a town and 
district of Central Africa, 360 miles north-east of Tombuctoo, and that those 
who reside in Taghzut, which is not far distant, carry on an extensive trade, and 
live in comfort. The account is given by a co-religionist, who has recently 
visited them. 

He found them living quite in the patriarchal style. They have a great ab- 
horrence of usury, and unlawful modes of traffic. The more wealthy among 
them carry on a wholesale trade with different articles of clothing which are 
made in the Sahara, and are proprietors of palm-gardens. Others are goldsmiths, 
silversmiths, work in tin, or make brushes, combs, etc. Some spend a part of 
the year in visiting the different places in the desert for purposes of trade, and 
return again to their families with the money they have earned. 

In Tuggurt, Taghzut, and Suf, the oldest member of each community acts as 
a minister of religion, and the men meet in their houses every evening for prayer. 
Our informant was entertained in the most hospitable manner in the house of 
one of these elders in Israel, David Ben Khalfa, who resides at Taghzut. 
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The Mahommedans are inclined to be tolerant towards the Jews : all that they 
require is that they should wear a black turban as a badge of distinction, and 
impose some restrictions as to the public exercise of their relipous rites. 

The Jews in Suf complained of these restrictions, and expressed a wish that 
the French might obtain the sovereignty over the country, that thus they may 
enjoy full toleration. 

The family of David Ben Ehalfa consisted of his wife Bachel, a daaghter 
fifteen years of age, and two married sons, the oldest of whom lived in hb fa&eri 
house, and a nephew, who, having no property of his own, lived with his wife 
and children in a wing of the house, the kind uncle for the most part supporting 
the family. 

The praiseworthy custom prevails in this little community, of providing fat 
the necessities of the poorer members. The father, who is unable to la^or 
through affliction, has no occasion to be distressed concerning those who depended 
on him. A blind man with his family was entirely maintained at the expense 
of the community. The family were abundantly supplied during the whole year 
with ibod and clothing. 

The dress of the men is the same, generally speaking, as that worn by the 
Arabs, with the exception of the black turban already alluded to, which is made 
of taffeta for the more wealthy ; but the dress of the women is an extraordinary 
mixture of articles of luxury and of plainness bordering on squalid poverty. 
They wear the common dress used by the Arab women, which is made of cott(m 
or undyed wool, and at the same time a vast number of large, heavy earrings, 
and bracelets on their arms and legs, made of silver, or in some instances of solid 
gold. This was the case with Rachel the wife of their host. It appeared odd to 
Bee Mrs David Ben Khalfa plunge her arms, with her golden bracelets on, into 
the large black boiler, which she scoured most lustily ; or sitting down by the 
goats, with the earthen milk pan, which she held firmly fixed between the golden 
ornaments which she wore on her feet. 

Our traveller was invited to partake of a dinner, in which there was an abun- 
dant supply of soup, different ragouts of mutton, with preserved lemons, pickled 
figs, as a dessert. During the meal, porcelain cups filled with excellent brandy, 
which David himself had prepared from dates, were served to the guests. They 
each drank each other^s health, by crossing hands and kissing them, when about 
to taste the cup. This custom, and that of fishing with the fingers for the mor- 
sels which swim in the soup, are the only peculiarities which distinguish the 
dinners in the Sahara. ** 

At sunset the Jews of Taghzut, and some who live at Gimar, who came out of 
curiosity to see the stranger, met for prayer. David repeated the prayers, and 
the rest added their amen at the close of each. 

As it is not often that we can obtain any information concerning the Jews who 
live in a neighbourhood so remote and secluded, it may be worth while to refer 
to the account given of a death and funeral which took place during the visit 
paid to the Jews in Taghzut. 

^ The second day after my arrival,' says our traveller, ' I was requested by 
Salomon, the nephew of David, to see his child, who lay ill from the small pox. 
The poor child was placed in a bed of sand, which formed a crust with the matter 
discharged from the numerous sores with which the body was covered in every 
part. The child was near death, and I told the parents that it could not be 
expected to survive until evening. As, however, it continued to live during the 
afternoon, and seemed even to revive a little, they began to think that I was 
mistaken in my opinion. So much greater was their grief when they found that 
their child expired in the arms of its mother just as they were beginning to hope 
for its recovery. The mother rushed out of the house, and uttering feartol 
screams, began to tear her face with her nails. David and his wife prevented 
this, and brought her back into the room, where they succeeded, with much diffi- 
culty, in pacifying her in some measure. The patriarch prohibited very earnestly 
the use of the lamentations for the dead which are customary among the Israel- 
ites and Mahommedans, as they could only have served to attract a crowd of idle 
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specteton. A piece of new white cotton was procured, and the hody was 
covered with it, and placed on a bier formed of palm branches. 

^ As the Israelites as well as the Mahommedans, burj their dead as soon as 
ponible, vod it was late in the day and the burying place was distant, no time 
was lost in forming a little funeral procession. The men relieved each other very 
frequently in carrying the bier. When one had carried it for a few minutes, 
another took his place without sa^ng a word. The mourners were much grati- 
fied on sedng me take part occasionally in assisting the bearers. On arriving at 
the place of interment, the body was placed on the ground, and a prayer was 
repeated, during which two men made a grave in the loose sand, and secured the 
SHKS of it by means of some pieces of palm- wood which they had brought with 
thcon for that purpose. After the body had been placed in the grave, other 
pieces were placed over it, forming a kind of roof, after which every one present 
threw some sand, and the grave was completely closed. When the interment 
was ended, David repeated a long and solemn prayer, all around adding their 
amen at the end of each petition. 

^ As the procession returned, not a word was spoken by any one, and when we 
reached Taghzut, each went to his home in silence.' 
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The Secretary has recently received the 
ibUowing letter from a Christian lady, who 
has repeatedly manifested, hy her liberal 
support to the Society, her deep interest in 
its great object :^ 

27th March, 1856. 

BsY. Dear Sir, — I have much pleasure 
in forwarding the accompanying donation. 
I know no object which ought to be nearer 
ibe hearts of God's people than the conver- 
sion of Israel. All the reasons which ni^ 
us to send the gospel to the Gentiles equally 
call upon us to do all in onr power to make 
Christ known to the Jews. The latter have. 



moreover, claims over the former. What a 
vast benefit to Europe — to the world — at the 
present time, would be a people thoroughly 
decided for Christ in every country — such a 
people as were in ancient times the Cove- 
nanters in Scotland, or the Nonconformists in 
England. Nothingcould bemorelikely to bring 
about theconversion of the world. Soon would 
the ' little leaven,* by the blessing of God, 
leaven 'the whole lump ;' and such a people 
as the Jews converted to the fiuth of the 
gospel would prove. Alas! that their zeal for 
God should still be ' not according to know- 
ledge.* But let us not be discouraged. 
Many of them have already acknowledgjBd 
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Jems of Nazereth to be the Messiah, and are 
now laboming with success in his cause. 
And we have the assurance of the Divine 
Word, that ' all Israel shall be saved.' Happj 
day for the world : for then shall the sound 
be heard, * The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our God and of his 



Christ.' The conversion of the Jews Is evi- 
dently the key to the conversion of the world. 

Let, then, the friends of Jesus help on the 
deliverance of Israel. 

Praying that you may have abundant 
success in your work of holiness and labour 
of love, I am, yours sincerely, M. W. 



FOREIGN. 

ALEXANDRIA. 



Safe Arrival of Dr Philip and Family— Labours of the Bev. B. Grant Brown and Mr SpiU- 
man — Bible Distribution — Cordial Greetings — The School — Importance of having a noa- 
exduttve Church at Alexandria. 



(Letter ofDr Philip to ike 

Mt Dbab Sir, — After a very tedious voy- 
age in a fine new s.s., which made her first 
trip, and was consequently subject to many 
variations of her compasses, we had much 
contrary wind, heavy seas, etc., encountering 
various unexpected accidents, it pleased the 
Lord to bring us all in safety back to this the 
field of our labours. Mr Brown and his dear 
family we found recovered from the fatigues 
of the past summer, and he himself busily 
engaged in disseminating the Word of God 
in the various ways which he finds open here, 
assisted by the young man, Mr Spillman, 
whom he has alluded to in one of his letters — 
a devoted servant of God, who employs his 
time as colporteur. 'Within the last few 
mouths, Mr Brown and Mr Spillman have 
disposed of some hundreds of copies of the 
holy Scriptures in various languages. We 
may hope for blessed results from this. The 
word will not return void, but accomplish that 
for which the Lord has sent it, to lead men 
to Jesus, and make them wise unto salva- 
tion. 

After spending a few days under MrBrown*s 
roof, we entered a house which Mr Brown 
had succeeded in procuring the day previous 
to our arrival ; it is large and airy, not far 
from our former dwelling. We entered so 
soon on account of having our luggage there; 
but for more than a week it was more fit to 
lodge horses than human beings, having 
scarcely any glass in the windows, nor locks 
on the doors. We had it open to wind and 
weather ; it has cost us a good deal of money 
and labour to make it habitable.* 

On my arrival, I met with many a hearty 
welcome. Jews, Mahometans, and Christians 
all seemed glad to see me back again in Alex- 
andria. Many came to my house even the 
first week tojpay their respects, and where- 
ever I went in the streets, I was greeted on 
all sides in terms of welcome in the various 
languages of this Babel. Many a * How do 
you do. Doctor ?' came from the lips of the 
English ; many a ' Benvenuto * from the Ita- 
lian ; * Comment va-t-il' from the French ; 
* WiUcommen, Herr Doctor ' from the Ger- 



Secretary^ dated 7th March,) 

man ; * Sholem alekam,' from the Jew; and 
' Esslam alike' (peace be to you) from Jewi 
and Mahometans ; followed by an ' Elhamda 
Allah (praise be to God) that the doctor had 
arrived again.' 

Amongst others whose greeting in the 
streets affected me most, was that of many a 
member of our school, which, as you are 
aware, was closed shortly after my departure 
last year, for three reasons, viz. : — Ist, Want 
of funds for efficient teachers ; 2d, Want of 
a proper establishment; 3d, On account of 
the cholera. After giving me a hearty wel- 
come, the boys, one and all, inquired, * Wheo 
will you open the school?' One actually 
could not restrain his tears, saying * Oh, do 
open it soon. Look, I am now growing up 
fast, and learn nothing.' Another, w^ is 
now in the Roman Catholic school, said, ' I 
learn nothing good there, but I cannot spend 
my days wandering up and down the streets, 
and there is no other school to which I can 
go. Pray open your school soon, and I shall 
be the first pupil to join.' Many similar 
cases I could relate ; and let me assure the 
directors and the friends at home that it is a 
subject of deep regret to many a Jewish 
parent that I have returned without the 
means of opening an institution here, where 
one is so much needed. I can truly feel for 
them and with them, as, with the exception 
of the Roman Catholic and Greek schools, 
and a Jewish elementary school, there is not 
a single school here to which parents, who 
do not wish their children to be brought up 
with the superstitions of the two former, and 
the ignorance of the latter, can send theit 
children to receive an education to form the 
mind, and make them useful members in the 
society of their fellow men. I trust that the 
plan for the formation of a Christian educa- 
tional establishment here, which so many of 
the friends at home were willing to aid when 
I was in Scotland, will be carried into tffed 
without loss of time, to enable us to em- 
brace this precious opportunity to bring 
up many of the rising generation of £gypCi 
especially the Jews, with the knowlec^ of 
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true God, and Jesas Christ, the Sa- 
lew and Gentile. At the same time, 
ibnrard with pn^eat anxiety to see 
a good and efficient school estab- 
ere, and aided by our churches in 
, bat likewise a churchy that Presby- 
in Alexandria may have the same 
8 in Alexandria as the Episcopalians 
> have a place set apart for Divine 
in which they can worship God as 
'e been accustomed to do at home. 
mber of British residents increases 
dly; and I believe a Presbyterian 
lere would bring many together who 
tpear in the church. The same has 
) experience in Gibraltar and Malta, 
ig with the raising of Presbyterian 
I, the congregations have grown. 
' otject of great importance, which 
rise firom the possession of a church, 
hat the many Continental Protestants 
leld have a non-exclusive place of 
*, in which they might have the gos- 
lohed to them in their respective lan- 
The English church here cannot 
s, because none but an Episcopalian 
* can officiate in it. 
Jews with whom I have had oppor- 
)f conversing since my return, are 
>ld acquaintances, whom I find still 
ad by the truth. They converse 
Hth us about Christ; but, alas ! we 
diange upon their minds. Whilst we 
■ we can to influence the adults, our 
3per 18 in the rising generation. The 
open in this department, the scholars 
ly to enter, the means only are want- 
trange world ! So many millions can 
1 for the overthrow of an earthly Se- 
I, and for the diminution of one 
(Rnssian) empire, and such great dif- 
seom to be in the way of raising a few 
da to commence effectually the de- 
a of the strongholds of Satan in thia 



place ; to undermine his pemicioas prindplee, 
which are hurrying so many to perdition. 
Let God arise and plead His own cause. May 
it please Him to awaken men, like the author 
of * Altar-Grold,' to give us their powerful in- 
fluence for the promulgation of God's work 
in Egypt, and, through the Jews, to many 
others.— Yours very truly, 

H. Philip. 



ALGIERS. 
Mr Wbibs had, some time ago, the misfor- 
tune to suffer dislocation of his right arm by 
a fall, which caused, for some time, much 
pain. He is now, happily, recovering. The 
following extract from his letter, dated 25th 
Feb., refers to the inquirers, of whom men- 
tion was made in Mr Weiss' communication, 
which appeared in our February number :^t- 
* Soon after the writing of my letter, in 
which I told yon of the difficulty I found in 
seeking employment for my inquirer Isaac, 
Mr Campazzi succeeded in making him 
work at the docks; but soon again he 
was obliged to leave that occupation. The 
reason was the following: — A wicked Jew 
came and struck him a severe blow in the 
region of his left eye, which latter became, 
after a few momente, enturely hid in the 
midst of a large swelling of a dark blue 
colour. The overseer of the works, having 
overtaken the fleeing evil doer, asked him 
the reason of his violent behaviour, and the 
Jew said that it was because Isaac has 
changed his religion. Upon this confession, 
the overseer struck the Jew with a stick, 
but thought it also right to chase away poor 
Isaac from his work, saying that he would 
have no apostates in his employment. In a 
little tewn, about 40 miles west of Algiers, 
great fortification works are going on at 
present Thither I sent Isaac, and where he 
found employment, at about two shillings 
a-day, but, alas, no instruction.* 



GENERAL IN 

BRITISH SOCIETY. 
roB — Paris. — Mr Brunner relates 
th eighty Jewish families, in Paris, 

friendly and familiar intercourse, 
mber baptized in connection with his 

ia eighteen, all of whom, except 
"e walking consistently with their 
in profession. — Jewish Herald, 
BBILLES. — From this station, Mr 
mrites that, since his residence there, 
by sale or donation, distributed more 
K) copies of the scriptures, in whole 
art ; that he has preached Christ to 
lan 600 Jews during the past year, 
whom were many soldiers, some of 
save already enlisted in the service of 
tl Jesus Christ ; that he believes his 

to have been specially blessed to 



TELLIGENCE. 

hundreds of travelling Jews, who have taken 
and carried with them leaves of the tree of 
life, which shall be for medicine and for 
food to souls far away from Christian 
charity, and unaware of their condition as 
sinners. Mr Cohen speaks of eight persona 
as fmito of the Divine blessing on his labours 
during the past year. Three of those 
baptized during the same period have fallen 
asleep in Jesus. — Jewish Herald, 

FREE CHURCH JEWISH MISSION. 
Amstbbdam. — The The&tre Francais^ a 
handsome and commodious building, has 
been purchased, and permission obtained 
from the Town Council to change the same 
into a place of worship for the use of the 
Rev. 0. Schwartz's congregation, whose 
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pr«ient place of meeting has been for years 
too small. Mr Schwartz, writing to the con- 
vener, says: — *For years yon conld read 
at the front of the fine bnilding, "Great 
German Theatre." We intend to pnt 
the following inscription. On the left, 

aisan h^h rhsn n'i-''Hon» 

of Prayer for all Nations ;** and on the right 
hand, **Teach the Gospel to every Creatnre;" 
and between the two the symbol of the 
Church of Scotland (the burning bush), 
which is at the same time, that of Israel.' 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRE- 
LAND. 
Jewish Mission. — Bonn. — A Fenude Con- 
verifrom Judaitm, — The Rev. Wm. Graham, 
in a letter to the Secretary, dated Bonn, 
Jan. 28, 1866, gives the foUowing account 
of Emma Ungar who was baptized by him 
there, on the first Sabbath of January last. 
* I deem it right and needful to write some- 
what more fully than usnal on the subject 
of our Missionary proceedings in Bonn 
during the last few weeks. The Lord has 
been pleased to open the heart of one of the 
daughters of Israel, as he opened Lydia's in 
the days of old, making his sovereign grace 
triumph over weakness, misery, and terrors 
stronger than the terrors of death itself. 
Emma Ungar is the daughter of a highly 
respectable merchant of Bonn, a man of 
great intellectual powers, an eloquent speaker, 
and in 1848, a leader of the insurgent people 
in their demands for liberty and equality. 
But though conspicuous as defender of 
popular rights, he kept within the bounds of 
the law, and though arbitrarily imprisoned 
for a whole year, he was then fully and 



unanimonsly acquitted. In the mettntime 
his business had gone to ruin, and he found 
himself in comparative poverty with a large 
family. In this family Emma was bronght 
up. Her father taught her nothing, for he 
was and is a rationalistic Jew, believing that 
the idea of a God is the only thing necessary, 
and that all the rest in all religions is priest- 
craft and imposture. I first met her, abont 
four years ago, at the house of • • • • 
a ridi rationalistio scomer, who never 
mentioned the "Virgin Mary without uttering 
against her the most horrid blasphemiea 
Emma was at that time a girl of rizten 
years of age. She was present at our dis- 
cussions, and was disgusted with her uneM 
blasphemies, though her disapprobation wu 
based on no deeper feeling tiian respect fir 
the presence of a stranger. Years rolled oo, 
and the girl grew up into the woman. She 
had no faith in man or in God, and the 
mmd, left to itself, staggered and reeled in 
darkness and confhsion. In this state of 
despair and desperation she was visited bf 
my wifie, who brought her and anotte 
Jewess to join our circle at the tea taUe. 
The poor girl opened up to me all her heirt, 
and in feeling that she had a finend whom die 
might trust, and who could guide hor, ihe 
felt relieved of half her sorrows. That 
meeting, as she always says, bronght her to 
herself again, and gave her confidence in the 
goodness and mercy of God. The we^ 
that oppressed her was not indeed removed, 
but she had got new strength to eapport it 
She had now found friends, and in ease ef 
absolute necessity, a home ; and she was abb 
to bear all her trials, which were many, bat 
of which we will not speak more partieahtft^i 
with somewhat of serenity of mind.' 



MISCELLANEA. 



JBBUSALEM. 

A letter, addressed to the editor of 
' L'Univers Israelite,' from Jerusalem, dated 
Tiscbri 6,5616, gives the following account 
of the institutions founded by M.Albert Cohn. 

1. The hospital, which is as yet on a small 
scale, for the founder was aware that it was 
necessary to begin thus, in order eventually 
to accomplish something greater. Notwith- 
standing, the register of this establishment 
afibrds the following results of those treated 
since July 26, 1854, to Sept. 13, 1855 :— 

Men. Worn, ChlL 

Discharged Cured 285 . 

Left in improved Health 20 

Died 9 

In Course of Treatment 12 



231 ... 616 

18 ... 38 

6... 15 

8 ... 20 



Total ... 826 263 689 
37,000 prescriptions have been given from 
the dispensary to poor patients. 



2. The loan sodety, fbnnded by Baroi 
Amschel de Rothschild of Frankfort, withs 
capital of 100,000 piastres, has advanced, te 
hundreds of poor families, from 100 to 500 
piastres, without interest. 

3. The trade association, founded by Baron 
Alphonse de Rothschild, for pladng forty 
boys with Jewish masters, with whom tiiey 
receive religious instruction every day, ^ 
one hour and a half. They receive, alao a 
monthly allowance of twenty-six piastres* 
This institution is in a very flourishing 
state 

4. The Ijing-in institution, fbnnded by 
the Baroness Betty de Rothschild, finmishef 
linen to sixty poor women, and cloUiee fbrtho 
child, to the value of 200 piaBtre^ and W 
piastres in money. 

5. Every Friday, bread is distributed, » 
the name of Madame Mathilde Cohn, to 
120 poor persons. — Jewish Chrowide, 
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SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR THE CONVERSION OF ISRAEL. 



ANNUAL MEETING. 
The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Scottish Society for the Conversion 
of Israel was held on Monday evening, April 21, 1856, at the Religious 
Institution Hall, St George's Place, Glasgow. The Rev. Dr Robson 
presided over a highly respectable audience ; and on and around the plat- 
form were several clergymen of various denominations, and a number of 
influential citizens, who take a deep and constant interest in every phil- 
anthropic work. The proceedings having been opened with an impres- 
sive prayer by the Rev. Alex. Fraser^ — 

The Chairman said he did not think it necessary to occupy the time of the 
meeting with any lengthened introductory remarks. As they were all aware, this 
was the Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Scottish Society for the Conversion of 
Israel. The Society, at its commencement, was small in numbers and weak in 
influence, but its prospects had gradually improved ; it had eone on increasing 
in strength and means, and it had been blessed of God for the conversion to a 
knowledge of the truth as it is in Christ Jesus of some of the descendants of 
Abraham after the flesh. The Society was not sectarian in its character — it 
worked in harmonious co-ojperation with the agendes of other churches, and it 
was not in a spirit of hostihty to any other simuar association that the Scottish 
Society had been commenced and its operations continued. But it was thought 
by those friends of the Jews by whom it was instituted, that an association founded 
on a catholic basis, and not connected with any particular church, was not un- 
called for, and that it was likely to obtain general Christian support. The meet- 
ing would hear in the Report about to be read a statement of the labours of the 
agents, whose work had, to some extent, been blessed for good. Whether God 
should be pleased to vouchsafe to the Society a larger or smaller share of success, 
they must go on in their *' work of faith,* in the knowledge that in due season 
they shoula reap if they fainted not. After some additional remarks on points 
embraced in the Report, the Chairman called on 

The Rev. Thomas Henderson, Secretary to the Society, who read an ab- 
stract of tiie Annual Report. [As the Report, Abstract of Accounts^ etc.^ willb^ 
issued as a supplement to the June number, a very \>ne£ 8^>«k^«.^^\aV«t^ ^^\v?^ 



198 THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL. [May, 1856. 

Foreign Operations. 

At Hamburg, Mr Elvin continues to labour. He has had frequent oppor- 
tunities for presentinfj the gospel to his Jewish brethren, and has sold, or given, 
in the case of those who are too poor to purchase, 15 Bibles and 32 New Testa- 
ments, and distributed several hundreds of tracts. 

At Algiers, the Rev. Benjamin Weiss and Mr Campazzi have continued to 
labour during the past year among the Jewish and Gentile populatian. 

By the kindness of the London Tract Society, Mr Weiss has been repeatedly 
supplied with large quantities of tracts, in various languages, which have been 
distributed by himself, Mr Campazzi, and a colporteur^ employed by other par- 
ties to labour chiefly among the Spaniards, but co-operating with the agents of 
this Society. 

At Alexandria, the Rev. Dr Philip and the Rev. R. Grant Brown are, as 
formerly, engaged in efforts for the advancement of the gospel. The state of Dr 
Philip's health, and that of his family, having rendered a temporary chantre 
necessary, they spent the summer in this country, and in the month of January 
returned to Alexandria, where he met with a cordial welcome. Mr Brown, with 
a view to recruit his health, which was suffering from the state of the atmos- 
phere, and also to gain a more rapid acquaintance with the Arabic, in order to 
facilitate his missionary labours, spent part of the autumn on the heights of 
Lebanon. During his stay there, his health was greatly improved, and his ac- 
quaintance with the Arabic was considerably extended. Whilst at Lebanon, 
Mr Brown availed himself of opportunities for presenting the gospel, and smce 
his return to Alexandria, has energetically pursued his great work, aided by a 
young man, with whoni he providentially met at Beyrout. 

Home Operations. 

Glasgow. — Mr Salkinson has availed himself of many opportunities for com- 
mending, in private, the gospel to the attention of his brethren in this city. 
Some of those who have been under his instruction, being without fixed resi- 
dence, and failing to find employment here, were obliged to remove to other 
places, and thus early lost that spiritual superintendence which they required, 
and in some instances seemed desirous to have. 

Temporal Aid Fund. — The contributions to this Fund have been few, and, 
to avoid drawing on the funds given for direct missionary objects, the agents 
have in some special cases sought the assistance of private friends, and used 
other means for the relief of needy, but apparently deserving individuals. It is 
hoped that somewhat adequate attention will yet be given to the importance of 
this Fund, with reference both to Home and Foreign operations. 

Finance. — The enlarged expenditure of the past year, caused in part by the 
return of Dr Philip and his family for a season to this country — a step rendered 
necessary on account of their health, and by grants to him on account of jour- 
neys, loss on exchange, and expenses in acquirmg languages ; and also by neces- 
sary increase of the salary of two of the Society's foreign agents, led the 
Directors to make a special appeal to the liberality of the friends of the Mission. 
They are happy in being able to acknowledge that, in numerous instances, this 
appeal met with a cordial response from churches and individuals. About two 
months before the close of the financial year on Slst March, it was calca- 
lated that £650 would be required to meet the claims against the Society till 
that term. Within that period the appeal was so far met, that the deficiency 
was found at the close of the year to be only £232 148 lid. The Directors have 
long felt a strong desire to lessen the Society's home expenditure, and have so 
far succeeded. By removing their office to the Religious Institution Rooms, 
they have been able to dispense with the Assistant-Secretary, and to make other 
minor retrenchments. 

The Treasurer's Statement showed that the contributions to the Sodety, 
including collections, subscriptions, &c., amounted to £1445 148 2d, and that at 
SJst March there remained to the debit of the Society £282 14s lid. 
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The Bey. Dr Stbonotom rose to move the first resolution, which is ia the 
foUowing terms:— 

* That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, t>G adopted, and, 
with the Treasurer's Statement, be printed and circulated, under the superin- 
tendence of the Directors.* 

The rev. gentleman then said the resolution just read needed no recommendation 
from him to meet the approval of the meeting. It spoke for itself. The report 
they had heard read embodied two points of great interest in the mission to the 
Jews. One of those was the extent of the field of labour, and its importance. 
When they looked abroad on the great missionary cause which had been going 
forward for the last half century, it did appear as if the whole earth was waiting 
for the conversion of the Jews. Yet all the efforts which had been made, in 
comparison with the greatness of the means, had been attended with such 
small success, that there was great room for the exercise of faith. Some ten or 
eleven years ago, the Synod of the Church with which he was connected entered 
into this work, and in that time they had had a mission among the Jews in 
London, giving them almost as much as they could do, as a small church, in 
that quarter. That mission had an agent of great rabbinical learning, who 
spared no effort for the conversion of the Jews in that part of the country. The 
missionaries of the Scottish Society had to deal with precisely the same class of 
objects ; and the same means were employed to reach them and influence them 
in the one case as in the other. All attempts to convert the Jews had to be 
carried on in a sort of friendly disputation. Other results of the labours of both 
societies seemed to be quite similar. The obstinate resistance of the Jews to 
the gospel was a very dark and dismal picture to present, yet they were called 
to work on in faith, convinced that the reward of their labours would one day 
be realized. One department of the report referred to their Temporal Aid 
Fund. It certainly opened up a problem diflScult to solve in connection with 
the mission to .the Jews. Any one who had taken an interest in missions to 
the Jews must be convinced that there ought to be a fund for the temporal 
assistance of converts, and of inquirers into the truth of Christianity. It 
was well known that when a Jew becamc^ a convert, or was even a sincere 
inquirer, he was deserted by his friends, the door was closed upon him, and 
unless something was done for his relief he would be thrown utterly destitute. 
The abuse to which such an appendix to their institution was liable, ren- 
dered it a difficult matter to deal with satisfactorilv. He was glad to see 
that the Society was beginning to grapple with it, and he had no doubt they 
would act properly and prudently in the matter. But the first and great 
business of the Society was the conversion of the soul. He vastly liked the 
title of the Society. The conversion of the children of Israel ! It was not a 
sodety for the temporal improvement of the Jews ; for if they adopted Chris- 
tianity, their temporal prosperity would follow as a matter of course. It was 
not a society for flattering the Jews, for holding out to them the prospect of 
their restoration to their own land, and of their becoming the greatest nation in 
the earth. That was not his view, and he reckoned that hohling out promises 
which led to such a view were calculated to afford those individuals an apology 
for their unbelief in Jesus of Nazareth. He held that the duty of Christians in 
this matter was conversion, and he was glad to say that the object of the Society 
was the spiritual needs of the children of Israel — to tear off the thick veil of un- 
belief, and when that veil was taken away the Jews would turn to the Lord, and 
the object of the Society would be gained. He had been asked to speak on the topic 
—the benefits received through the Hebrew race an argument for Jewish missions. 
They would observe that an acknowledgment of the benefits received placed the 
missions on the footing of gratitude to the Jews, and therefore they might say 
also due to God. These benefits were not from the Hebrew race, but throupjh 
the Hebrew race, for the benefits received came from God. Christians were 
under obligations to the Jews for their ecclesiastical covenant. That cove- 
nanc connected them with Abraham — having respect to other uatlo\i% iVvaxv \3asik 
Jews. ' I will make thee a father of many nations.^ C\iT\«W«ixv^ ws n*^ v^a ^vi^^ 
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were entitled to claim Abrabam as tbeir fatber. * If ipe be Cbriat'a, then are 
we Abraham^s seed.* They were thus indebted to the Jews for a noble ancestry 
— an ancestry superior, even in point of antiqaity, to that of the Norman peer 
or Saxon noble. No heraldic escutcheon could boast saeh marks of hooonr as 
that which bears, in more than mortal blazonry, the arms of Abraham, the frie&d 
of God. Then, Christians were indebted to the Jews for the scriptures in gene- 
ral. Moses, the writer of the pentateuch, was a Jew. Isaiah, Jeremiah, £ze- 
kiel, Daniel, and others who penned those glowing predictions which serve to 
elevate and direct their thoaghts, were Jews. Those sacred songs which were 
used in their congregational and family devotions were composed by Jews, hav- 
ing been first sung to the harps of David and Asaph. The writers of the boob 
of the New Testament were ail of them Jews. It was impossible to make use of 
the Word of God without being reminded of their obligations to the Heloew 
race. And who were the men who first preached the gospel— who were em- 
ployed in the propagation and establishment of Christianity? All of them Jewi. 
But the greatest obligation of all remained to be told — the Saviour of the woild 
was a Jew — * of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came.' He who, as Di- 
Tine, was the Son of God, was, as human, the son of man. He, to the hour of 
whose advent the harp of prophecj^ had ever tuned its loftiest strains, acknow- 
ledged a Jewish ancestry, and claimed as his native country the land of Judea. 
The atonement for /sin might be said to have been made by Jewish blood. All 
these things considered, it would be admitted that the claims of the Jews, on the 
score of gratitude, were valid and strong. This would be admitted by all right- 
hearted Christians. Those who, when such an appeal was urged, would wrap 
themselves up in the panoply of indifierence, gave small evidence of their haviojg 

Erofited by the oracles of God, of their haying believed the gospel, or of tbeir 
avinff received the atonement. But on these things he could not enlarge. He 
would conclude by saying that it was impossible to do full justice to the daims 
of this people. Every motive urged attention to their wants ;^ustioe, for we 
are their debtors— gratitude, for they are our benefactors — sympathy, for they 
are in misery — and duty, for Grod has commanded it. They are a people who, 
of all others, may be said to be the aristocracy of the human race. Theur ]pateDt 
of nobility boasts the sign-manual of heaven ; the title-deeds of their inhentanoe 
are enrolled in the covenant of Jehoyah ; their right of possession is secured by 
a law of entail as ancient as the call of Abraham from Urr of the Chaldees. 
There lingers around the Jews *' a gleam of Palestine, of glory past, a halo of 
heaven.' Nor must a single desponding thought be permitted to damp the 
ardour of hope, or lessen the yigour of actiyity in their behdf. True, they are 
fallen and low — very low. Their holy cities are a wilderness — Zion a desolatbn. 
The beautiful house where their fathers worshipped is burnt up with fire, and all 
their pleasant things are laid waste. But the promises and prophecies of Reve- 
lation, the power of God, the work and Spirit of Christ, contain assurance that 
they shall nse, and conspire to make the day-star of hope to spring up in our 
bosoms with regard to Israel. 

* YesI Salem, thou shalt rise I thy Father's aid 
Shall heal the wound His chastening hand hath made ; 
On David's throne shall David's offspriDg reign, 
And the dry bones be warm with life again.' 

Tiie Rey. Mr GtOrdon from Noya Scotia, who is about to proceed to the New 
Hebrides, rose to second the motion. He referred to circumstances by which, a 
few years ago, his attention was specially called to the state of the Jews ; and 
since that time he had endeayoured, so far as his little influence went, to act in 
favour of the Jews. In London, one of the first societies with which he con- 
nected himself was for the conversion of the Jews, \yhen they contemplated 
the^ Jews — their origin and character — they could not refuse to give them 
their sympathy. He referred to the denunciations in the scriptures against 
the unbebef of the Jews, and passages in the New Testament, bearing on 
our Saviour's compassion for the people who despised his instructions. The 
apostle Paul, wherever he went, hastened first to the synagogues of the 
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Jewi, and next to the meetings of the Gentiles. When they viewed the 
present condition of the Jews, they should consider the necessity of sending 
them the gospel. For what atrocious deed were they expelled tiieir country 
for 00 long a period? What an enormous deed must that people have 
committed, which expelled them from their country for seventeen hundred years I 
That awful deed was the crucifixion of God's own Son. But they were assured 
that the time of their captivity would come to an end. What an object they had 
in view in this Society — the bringing in of the Jews to the Christian church I If 
the six hundred millions on the earth who know not Christ, were to be brought 
to a knowledge of the gospel, the work must be aided by the Jews. When they 
thought of the gracious promises they had received of the Jews, they should see 
it to be their duty to send them the blessings of the Gospel of Christ. Having 
again cordially seconded the resolution, the reverend gentleman resumed his 
seat. 

The Chaibman then put the resolution to the meeting, and it was approved 
of unanimously. 

The next resolution was moved by the Rev. John Edmond. It was as fol- 
lows: — 

* Tliat the experience of the Agents of this and kindred societies shows that 
man^ Jews, and especially Jewish inquirers and converts, are in circumstances to 
require temporal assistance, and believing that the judicious bestowal of such aid 
would tend to promote right principles, and to form good habits, this meeting 
recommends the Temporal Aid Fund to the attention and support of the friends 
of Israel. The experience of the Agents of Jewish Missions also shows that, in 
numerous instances, great evils arise from the administration of private charity 
to professed Jewish inquirers and converts, which might be obviated were the 
cases of such applicants scrutinised, and means adopted to test their sincerity and 
worthiness; it is therefore further resolved, That it be recommended to the Board 
of Directors of this Society to take steps for the establishment of a " Home " in 
this dty, under the control of a Committee appointed by them, where poor and 
needy Jews may be sheltered, and which, so managed as to form no temptation 
to the indolent and designing, might test the honesty and sincerity of inquirers, 
operate as an important means for checking the progress of such as now prey on 
the charity of the benevolent, and be instrumental in conferring lasting temporal 
and spiritual good on many of the children of the dispersion.' 

He said the friends present would agree with him in judging that the resolution 
he had submitted was a very considerable speech in itself, and that it stated the 
case so fully and excellently that little more was needed to be said. And if any 
more was required, they had it already fi^om the speaker who had preceded him. 
Kespect to the Society, however, to whose request he had acceded m moving the 
resolution, and conviction of the importance of the subject, constrained him to 
say a few words on the present occasion. It might seem to be a stepping aside 
from the high — the peculiar ground which the Society occupied, to introduce a 
plan requiring contributions for a temporal purpose. He quite agreed with Dr 
Symington, that the grand aim of the Society was a spiritual one, but there was 
a valid defence for introducing means of temporal relief for the poor Jews. 
He found in the Bible the best defence for not forgetting the poor ; and the 
Saviour himself showed how the temporal was united with the spiritual, by his 
feeding of the hungry thousands. How could it be otherwise than proper for 
such a Society to look to the wants of the poor and needy, when the Author of 
our religion himself healed the sick and fed the hungry. They could not go 
wrong m following the steps of the Lord of life himself. It might, indeed, be 
looked upon as an unfaithful administration of the mission fund, if they took 
from it to relieve the necessities of the poor, but when they gave the temporal 
aid a separate place, and obtained means from the donors, specially given for this 
end, they felt they would not be doing anything unworthy their position as a 
Society whose grand aim was to relieve spiritual destitution, and make souls rich 
for eternity. (Applause.) There were two things referred to in the resolution 
— the Temporal Aid Fund, already in existence, and the establishment of a 
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Jewish Home in Glasgow. Now, to tbe evangelisation of the woirid generally, 
poverty was found to be a formidable bar. Whether poverty existed among 
Jews or Gentiles, it was found to be a difficulty not easily grappled with. Poverty 
had a depprading effect on the minds of the poor ; it ^ froze the genial current of 
the soul,' and laid a dead weight on the spirit. Poverty anywhere was a hard 
thing, but in the land of the stranger it must be peculiarly difficult to endure ; 
and it was peculiarly difficult among the Jews on the account alluded to by Dr 
Symington. The poverty which clings to them while Jews becomes absolute 
destitution often when they manifest any symptoms of being interested in Chris- 
tianity ; and no Jew can avow conversion to the faith of Jesus without breaking 
with father and mother, sister and brother, and becoming an oulcast from his 
father's house and his father's heart. In such circumstances, what was the aspect 
exhibited by Christianity? Were they, in such circumstances as those were, to 
refuse assistance, to shut up the bowels of compassion against their needy 
brother ? In this peculiar case, the difficulties became great. How to relieve 
the needy inquirer into the truths of Christianity without putting a bonus m 
hypocrisy, was the difficulty they had to get over. They had known of hypo- 
critical impostors living by such means. There was a difficulty, on the one 
hand, of seeming to refuse to assist the poor and sincere inquirer, and, on the 
other hand, of appearing to encourage the impostor. To remedy all that, as far 
as possible, was the object the Directors proposed to themselves in erecting a 
Strangers' Home in Glasgow. In that Home it would become easy to prevent 
the bounty of the benevdent from being abused, for it would not be difficolt, 
when such a Home was erected, to direct the needy to it, where a test would be 
applied fitted to discover their true character, and the honest and sincere be cheered 
and encouraged on their way. (Applause.) The details of such an institution 
could not be adverted to in that place, and were he to say anything of them he 
would merely be throwing out his own crude ideas. That matter would be re- 
mitted to the Directors of the Society, who would be able fully to carry out all 
the details of the object proposed. They were not treading untried or untrodden 
ground, as the experiment had been already successfully made in London and 
Liverpool. He found that the results of the operations of the Wanderers' Home 
in London, in a spiritual point of view, were of a most cheering and encouraging 
description. The means for the detection of the unworthy, as was anticipated, 
had operated most successfully, as several people who had entered were found not 
fitted lor the Home, nor the Home for them. He should anticipate as a result 
which would grow out of this beginning, an institution, presided over by a suitable 
Christian agent, who would have a more important field of labour than could he 
found in many parts of the world. (Applause.) 

W. G. Mitchell, Esq. said — When I agreed to second the motion now pro- 
posed, it was as a matter of usual form, and without intending anything more ; 
I was aware that IMr Edmond, in moving it, would leave little more to be 
said, at least nothing more requiring to be said to commend and carry it, 
and when read, it appears so fully and clearly to state the case, that nothing seems 
needed. As an indication of a little more than mere official interest in it, how- 
ever, I beg to add a sentence or two. We have in our city very many cheerful 
and comfortable homes. We have also some most ample and useful charitable 
homes. The Night Asylum for the Houseless, by its adequate accommodations 
and excellent arrangements, has commended itself to the community, and entirely 
answered the kind designs of its founders and supporters. A Sailors' Home, on a 
magnificent scale and design, is also about to be opened for the reception of those 
whose ' home is on the deep,' but who, when on shore, are apt to be entrapped 
into very unsuitable homes. The most isolated individual of any race has still a 
country, in returning to which he feels and says he is going home — whose laws, 
language, and population afford him a home-sympathy, although, it may be, 
neither fireside nor friend welcome him to a home. But the Jew can realise no 
such feeling. Though by birth he is a native, by nation he is an alien in every 
land. The laws, language, and inhabitants of his fatherland but remind him of 
this. To provide a home for the houseless wanderers of this exiled race seems 
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peculiarly^ appropriate. In our city there is none. This want . the resolution 
seeks to supply. In London, and other cities in our country, such homes exist, 
and to one established and sustained greatly by the kind energy of the Rev. Dr 
Hcrschell, this Society is indebted for one of its agents, who was received and 
cherished in it when an inquirer after a better faith than his father's, and which 
issued in his embracing Christianity. The resolution was not suggested and ' 
proposed as a mere abstract matter of opinion. It is the result of an actual 
want felt of such a refuge for poor friendless Jews, and especially for affording 
to any of them inquiring after Christian truth a temporary shelter and means of 
existence, which the very circumstances of their anxiety and inquiry led their 
brethren after the flesh to deny to them. The Directors were further encouraged 
to propose such a measure, by the knowledge that no inconsiderable bounty was 
bestowed on indigent Jews by their Christian fellow- citizens, and which, it was 
to be feared, from the want of such a home, neither was, nor could be, so effec- 
tively, economically, nor discriminately expended as was desirable. Such a hum- 
ble home as the resolution contemplates, while affording adequate and economical 
aid to the really proper objects, will be a means of testing who these are, and 
a less amount of the bounty of the charitable than is at present devoted to the 
object, would, if dispensed in this way, probably do well, and do all that is re- 
quisite. The superintendence of the Secretary and of Mr Salkinson affords 
superior facilities and securities in the work. An appeal to this meeting would, 
I doubt not, be responded to, and furnish the funds for a year or more, but it 
is more fitting that the scheme should be sanctioned and supported by the friends 
of the Society generally, by embodying it in a resolution for their information 
and aid. It is a very pleasing feature in the finances of the Society that its funds 
are supplied as by so many little rills — by numerous small sums, and from various 
and remote parts of the country, as it is an indication of an intelligent and prayer- 
ful interest in the object, and even the mite, consecrated by prayer, how mighty 
is it ! While it is not proper, nor intended, to give aid only, nor even to restrict 
the benefit of the home to those who are serious inquirers after truth, yet how 
especnally requisite it may be for them is well known. In seeking to sustain them, 
in some measure, under the painful trials and temptations to which even a sus- 
picion of the possibility of their forsaking the faith of their fathers subjects them, 
and whidi are apt to prove too heavy and great for their natural feelings to bear 
up against, amidst their yet dim knowledge and weak faith, are we not instru- 
mentally co-workers with him whose gracious purpose and promise is, that * he 
will not quench the smoking flax.' 

The second resolution, on being put to the meeting, was also carried unani- 
mously. 

The third resolution was moved by the Rev. W. M. Halley, Dumbarton. It 
was as follows . — 

* That while the promises of God encourage his people to hope for the ultimate 
conversion of all Israel, the present condition of the Jewish mind, and recent 
political and national events, as they tend to facilitate evangelistic labours among 
the Jews, constitute a present urgent and special call to earnest prayer and ener- 
getic effort on their behalf.' 

He said the resolution grounded their hope of Israel's conversion on the promises 
of God. These were numerous and most cheering, and relieved by their silver lin- 
ing the dark cloud of judgment that rested on God's ancient people. Encouraged 
by them, the church had proceeded to discharge a long-neglected duty; and 
though the work was one requiring no small measure of faith and patience, it had 
been crowned already with pleasing success. It was no mean result, but an 
ample reward for all they had done, to have sown broadcast, in Jewish commu- 
nities, the scriptures in the Hebrew tongue ; to have planted devoted agents in 
some of the great cities where Jews most do congregate ; to have brought into 
the true fold some of the lost sheep of the house of Israel ; and to have secured 
as missionaries men whose conversion to the faith of Christ, and special acquaint- 
ance with the prejudices and hopes of the Jewish heart, would make them &bU 
ministers of the New Testament. But the resolulion ioxxiid cwiQxxc^'^'KcaKDXX*^ 
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continued effott and prayer in the present state of the Jewisli mind. Tlus, on 
the testimony of numerous and unprejudiced witnesses, was most favourable. 
The Jew no longer regarded the Christian as the enemy of his race, or thrust 
from him, with silent scorn, of fierce invective, our efforts for his conversion. 
There had dawned upon his mind the idea that Jew and Gentile were children 
of the same family, and he saw in our appeals the mistaken, but sincere expres- 
sions of a brother's interest. Hence the missionary was now welcomed where 
his presence had been dreaded like that of the leper of old, and the Jew listened 
patiently to arguments which struck rudely at the root of his most cherished 
convictions, and quenched the star whose rays had lighted him amid centuries of 
exile and oppression. This change in the Jew deserved special notice, because 
it was the effect of revived kindness on the part of the Christian to him — an 
eloquent and practical protest against a system of legalised outrage, of which for 
centuries the Jew had been the victim. It could scarcely excite surprise, that 
when savage legislation and merciless power had stripped him of the rights of 
our common humanity, and cast him crushed and writhmg on the ground, that 
his heart should fold itself in hate against everything Christian ; nor was it won- 
derful that the doors of his soul, which the hammers of persecution had assailed 
in vain, were yielding to the sweet constraint of the golden key of love. ^ There 
had been, besides, a silent, but mighty change in the breast of the Jew in rda- 
tion to his own religion. Judaism was becoming every day more a tradition 
than a hope. The Shiloh came not, and the despondency of hope deferred was 
sickening the Hebrew heart. In the writings even of Judge Noah of America, 
the hope of Israel was apologised for rather than defended, while in those of 
others we listen to the wailings of despair, instead of the utterances of lusty 
anticipation. The scriptures were now eagerly received in many quarters: Jew- 
ish children were attending Christian schools ; and in London, numbers of the 
Hebrew race were beginning, on one part of the day, to attend Protestant places 
of worship. Many, it was believed, were under impressions which, as yet, they 
dared not avow, and were enduring all the pangs of a state of indecision, or the 
lacerations inflicted by that fierce war between the convictions of truth and the 
influences of race, education, and religion. The picture, indeed, had its dark as 
well as its bright side, for many of the Jews on the continent had, in relinjjuish- 
ing the faith of their fathers, failed to find a better, but sought refiige in the 
dreary negations of rationalism and unbelief. This was not to be wondered a^ 
seeing that the only representative of Christianity there was Komanism, with its 
mummeries and idolatries, so repugnant to the Jewish heart. The dry husks of 
infidelity could not, however, satisfy a nature like his, and should we, while he 
keenly felt his want and wretchedness, remind him that there was bread enough 
and to spare in his father's house, he might be induced to return to his father's 
home and heart. 

The resolution alluded to the late war, as likely, by it results, greatly to facili- 
tate evangelistic labours among the Jewish people. The vast proportion of the 
children of Abraham were the subjects of Russia, by whom they had hitherto 
been savagely persecuted, and drained into the army by thousands. Humbled 
and beaten, however, as Russia was, it was found no longer politic to grind t 
people to whom she was under such obligations, and who clustered where the 
empire was most vulnerable, and insurrection would be most dangerous. Varions 
ukases, accordingly, had been already issued, ameliorating the social condition of 
the Jew, and these should be regarded as no mean steps to his evangelisation. 
The war had brought us into contact with the Crimea, where so many Jews 
resided, and it had already produced pleasing fruit, as in the case of the Jews at 
Kertch, who, compelled to seek refuge in Constantinople, had become objects of 
interest to the Protestant missionaries there, and would not return without a 
Christian teacher to complete the work so auspiciously begun. The Turkish 
empire, with its interesting provinces, is now open to our efforts. It was true 
that these things did not constitute the conversion of Israel, but they might be 
the shakings that preceded the resurrection of the dry bones, and the first blush- 
ing of the dawn of the latter day glory. They were, at least, the pointings of 
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the finger of Providence, to ^hicb we mnst not be indifierent, and afforded 
fiualities in the work of Jewish conyersion never previously enjoyed. It became 
Christians, therefore, to combine their efforts for the grand end. All that they 
could do woald go but a little way towards discharging the debt which they owed 
to that interesting people. Might not one cause of the partial success of mis- 
sionary efforts among the heathen be found in the circumstance that they had 
reversed the order of the Master, who required that the gospel should be first 
preached at Jerusalem. Effort must be combined with prayer to him who alone 
has power to rend the veil that has so long rested on Israel's heart. * For Zion's 
sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest, until the 
righteousness thereof go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth.* 
The Chairman then introduced an old friend of the Society, 
Wm. Tolmie, Esq., who seconded the resolution. He said the motion had al- 
ready been so ably spoken to, that he would only make one or two brief remarks. 
It struck him that sometimes they looked too much at the difficulties which beset 
their work. If the friends of the Society had looked only at the difficulties sur- 
rounding them, it would not now have been in existence, for so great did these 
appear to some, that it was solemnly proposed to give it up. Were they to look 
only at the difficulties which opposed them, nothing would be done to save the 
poor drunkard, to break the shackles that fetter the slave, or to elevate the 
condition of the African negro ; and they would be deterred from engaging in 
any missionary enterprise either at home or abroad. There were difficulties in 
every such work — perhaps special difficulties in dealing with Jews ; but they had 
something else to do than merely look at them — they had to face them ; and he 
was convinced that just in proportion as they faced them, relying on the strength 
and blessing of God, they would disappear ; light would rise in the midst of 
darkness; and God would open up doors of usefulness which they had thought 
were quite closed against them. It had been so in the experience of every such 
society, and of this one too. They had heard from the Report of Jews who were 
sending their children to the missionary schools, and of a Moslem boy who traced 
his interest in spiritual things to the knowledge imparted there. There were 
hopeful indications that the prejudices of Jews against Christians were wearing 
off, and that they were more disposed to listen to the statements of divine truth 
from the lips of the missionaries. There was also a spirit of indepei\dence 
abroad. They saw it at their own doors — they saw it in Roman Catholic Ire- 
land, in Neologian Germany, and among the scattered Jews. Men were throw- 
ing off the trammels of Pope and Rabbi, and were thinking and acting for 
themselves. The Jews found no satisfaction in Judaism, and were disposed to 
try something in its stead. Many of them had discarded the Talmud, and were 
reforming their mode of worship. Loosening themselves from Judaism, they 
might, indeed, like a ship which had lost its anchor, drift on to the whirlpool of 
open infidelity, as many had done ; but be it theirs to hoist the flag of Chris- 
tianity, and endeavour to induce them to make for its peaceful, happy shores, 
where alone they would be safe, and at rest. The motion spoke of prayer as 
well as effort, and this was a matter they were in danger of forgetting. They 
were so much engaged in gathering money, and looking to their missionaries, 
that they were apt to overlook the need of prayer. Money was powerful, so were 
missionaries, but believing prayer was more so. Let them bear this constantly 
in mind ; and when they prayed as if everything depended on God, and laboured 
as if everything depended on themselves, they might expect to see yet greater 
good resulting from the operations of the Society. 
The resolution was approved of unanimously. 

The Rev. Dr J. Macfarlane then moved the list of office-bearers for next 
year. — (^Seepage 3 of cover.) 

He said that it had long been distressing to the Christian heart to see the annual 
meetings of the Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel so thinly attended. 
What was it that made the public in general look so coldly on the poor Jew V 
Ever since the time he rejected the Saviour, he had himself been rejected and des- 



206 THE FRIEND OF I8RASL. [Maj, 1856. 

pised. True, they might say it was his own faalt, bat was Hiat a suffident reason 
for refusing to him the blessings of the gospel? If the Jew should tell them he 
bated them because they were Christians, they should reply, they loved him because 
he was a Jew. (Applause.) Christ himself loved the Jews — his brethren and kin- 
dred in the flesh. Why, then, do not the professed followers of Christ give indi- 
cations of a like spirit ? The rev. Dr, having quoted several passages from the 
New Testament, proving the undying aflection of the Saviour to the Jews, pro- 
ceeded to remark that his hearers mio[ht ask, why should they love the Jews ? 
Just because Christ loved them. Surely if any one had reason to abhor the Jews, 
it was Christ ; but he loved them to the last of his life on earth. Let them treat 
the Jews in the san)e loving way. Let them give them every evidence of their 
love, for Jesus, whom they slew, loved and forgave them. (Applause.) They 
should certainly be encouraged to proceed with the Society. He agreed with 
Mr Halley that there were signs of great changes perceptible in the East, and it 
was impossible to say what a day might bring forth. 

The Rev. Mr M^Leod seconded the motion in a few remarks, in which he 
referred to the duties of the Directors and the public in relation to the Society. 

The list of names, as submitted, was also approved of unanimously. 

The Chairman explained that their agent, Mr Salkinson, was present at the 
annual meeting of the Greenock Auxiliary that evening, and that thus he was 
prevented from taking part in the proceedings here. He (the Chairman) hoped 
that the impressive statements heard by the meeting that evening, would induce 
them to aid the Society by their contributions, their influence, and their prayers. 

At the request of the Chairman, the Rev. Dr Macfarlane terminated the 
proceedings, by pronouncing the benediction. 



Lectures, Sermons, and Meetings in Connection with the Scottish Society 

FOR the Conversion of Israel. 

Date. Place. Nature of Serrloe. Speakers. 

1856. 

Mar. 2. Hawick West U. P. Church, Sermon, Mr Salkinson. 

•* 2. "Cong.Ch.(Rev.A.Durs), " " 

" 2. " Allar^sU. P. Oh., « 

" 3. Glasgow (Rclig. Inst. Rooms), Prayer Meet., Rev. Mr Sapliir presided. 

« 6# Selkirk West U. P. Church, Lecture, Mr Salkinson. 

" 9. Cumnock U. P. Ch., Sermon, ** 

« 9. " Cong. Ch., " « 

"10. " U. P. Ch., Lecture, " 

" 16. Langholm No. U. P. Ch., Sermon, « 

"16. " So. U. P. Ch., 

" 18. Chapelknowe U. P. Ch., Lecture, " 

«' 19. Wamphray U. P. Ch " « 

*' 23. Ayr, Cathcart St. U. P. Ch., Sermon, Rev. Thomas Henderson. 

" 23. West Calder U. P. Ch., " Mr Salkinson. 

Glasgow — 

" 23. Erskine Church, " Rev. W. Montgomery Walker, Ochiltree. 

«• 23. Gt. Hamilton St. Cong. Ch., " Rev. T. Stevenson, Edinburgh. 

" 23. Greyfriars' Church, " Rev. Professor Harper, D.D., Leith. 

" 23. Partick West U. P. Ch., « Rev. Walter Morison, B.A., Ayr. 

«« 23. Pollok Street U. P. Ch., ** Rev. J. Stevenson, Dennyloanhead. 

" 23. Renfield Street U. P. Ch., ... " Rev. J. Thompson, A.M., West Calder. 

•« 23. Wellington St. U. P. Ch...... " Rev. David M'Ewan, Edinburgh. 

" 23. Anderston U. P. Church, « Rev. Alexander Raleigh. 

" 23. Cathedral St. U. P. Ch., " Rev. Thomas Stevenson. 

" 23, Partick East U. P. Ch., '* Rev. James Stevenson. 

" 23. Partick West U. P. Ch., *« Rev. David M'Ewan. 

" 23. Shamrock St. U. P. Ch,, « Rev. J. Thompson, A.M. 

" 23. Regent Place U. P. Ch., « Rev. Walter Morison, B.A. 

»* 23. Renfield St. U. P. Ch., «* Rev. Professor Harper, D.D. 

" 23. WelUngton St. U. P. Ch., « Rev. W. Montgomery Walker. 

" 23. West George Street Chapel,... « Rev. John Edmond. 



May, 1856.] 



THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 



207 



Date. Place. Nature of Senrice. Speakers. 

1856. 

Edinbttbgh — 

Mar 23. College Street U. P. Ch., Sermon, Rev. John M'Coll, Glasgow. 

" 23. North Leith U. P. Ch. " Rev. John Robson, D.D., Glasgow. 

•* 23. N. Richmond St. U. P. Ch., " Rev. George Morris, Dairy. 

" 28. College St. U. P. Ch., " Rev. John Robson, D.D. 

" 28. North Leith U. P. Ch " Rev. George Morris. 

« 23. N. Richmond St. U. P. Ch., '» Rev. John M'Coll. 

" 23. StAndrewPl.U.P.Ch.,Leith, " Rev. W. M. Halley, Dumbarton. 

" 28. St James' PI. U. P. Ch., " " " 



£xTBAGT Letter to the Secbbtabt 

F&OM ▲ MiNISTEB IN AtBSHIRB. 

My Dear Sis, — I was well nigh despair- 
ing of getting anything additional for the 
Jews this year. I am most happy to trans- 
mit £10 — £5 from j and £5 from . 

Is it not strange how pleasantly one is some- 
times disappointed ? There was I thinking 
that the building of our church would pre- 
vent Qs from doing as much as usual for the 
Jews, and to my great delight, the liberality 



of the donors of this sum, will raise our con- 
tributions for the year to an amount which 
they have never reached before. Praise be 
to Him who bestows alike the gold and the 
heart to give it. I know that our new 
church will rise up all the more beautifully 
for our helping to build again the waste 
places of Zion. 

Hoping that the deficiency in your funds 
will soon be made up, — I am, my dear Sir, 
very truly yours. 



THE JEWS IN THE DANUBIAN PRINCIPALITIES. 



The following notes are mainly taken from an article by Professor Barosb, 
Master of the National Lyceum in Bucharest, and contained in a Calendar 
published in Vienna. 

The time cannot be fixed with certainty when the Jews entered the Princi- 
palities; certain it is that it reaches not beyond a few centuries. They have 
neither ancient confjregations, nor synagogues, nor traditions ; hence they know 
nothing of ancient persecutions. The hatred against them is far less than in 
Germany, as neither do the Christians there know anything of the bloody tradi- 
tions of the middle ages. 

There is a difference, however, between the Jews of Moldavia and those of 
Wallachia ; between those who adhere to the German-polish ritual, and those 
who adhere to the Spanish or Portuguese ritual. 

In Moldavia, the Jews are very numerous, being about 50,000 ; Jassy, the 
principal town, might be called a Jewish town. The Jews are nowhere so ex- 
ternally marked by dress, &c., in Europe, as there; no one can say with certainty 
what the number of Jews is in Jassy. They have greatly increased during the 
last twenty-five years, chiefly by immigration of Russians, owing to the oppres- 
sion in that country. The Moldavian Jews are a much cleaner and more solid 
race of people than the Polish and Russian Jews. The Moldavian Jew has more 
the character of the Easterns, he is not so shrewd and diligent as the Polish, 
hence not so clever in the sophistry of the Talmud, the study of which has there- 
fore never struck such roots as in Poland and Russia. 

Up to 1829, (the peace of Adrianople,) the Jew had no taxes to pay as a Jew, 
The Russian protectorate soon made an important alteration in that respect. 
The French element was introduced in fashion and language and education, in 
which the Jews took their part, and have had their due share. 

The Polish and Russian Jews being much shrewder, and more up to business, 
had soon, after 1829, the preponderance, and by degrees supplanted the national 
costoms and costume, and introduced their own. Chasideism was introduced and 
found here a fruitful soil; but it had not the same spiritual fanaticism, which made 
it so dominant in Poland. 

The legislature was also changed ; it lost its patriarchal character. In Mol- 
davia they are designated Jidani, (Jew) ; in Wallachia, Evruel^ (^.tt^Vst^'^r^ '^^ 
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Bojars, or noblemen, look upon the Jews as tbeir commissioners. The Jew has 
to sell for him all the produce of his estates; and it is even said, when he wants 
to marry, he has to look out for a rich Bojar heiress. Nevertheless, the Bojar 
despises the Jew. The peasants are ignorant, unlettered people, and see in the 
Jew nothing but the murderer of Christ, whom for conscience sake they must 
hate. But in spite of all that, there are large Jewish congregations in almost 
every town. 

The Jews are mainly engaged in commercial affairs ; there are but very few 
handicrafts which they carry on. Many have inns and pubHc-houses, and there 
are also Jewish physicians. 

They pay very few taxes. In Wallachia they have to pay a recruit tax, as 
they do not serve as soldiers. 

The foreign Jews are under the protection of their respective consuls. Besides 
their houses they are not allowed to possess landed property. Their congrega- 
tions are governed by Epitroper, wardens. They are elected by the government 
for a term of three years. The rabbi, as well as all other officers, are under their 
control. They are invested with a kind of civil jurisdiction also in matrimonial 
and monetary disputes. If a Jew does not live according to rabbinic law, they 
either despatch him out of the country, or have him put into the army. 

Many of the Jews in Moldstvia possess great wealth. Poverty such as in 
Galicia and Poland does not exist amongst them. 

In Wallachia they are less numerous. Bucharest contains about 1,000 families. 
About 300 years ago, neither German nor Polish Jews were to be met with, and 
a century ago no Spanish-Portuguese were found in that country. Those Jews 
are called Spagniolas, and form now a new element; they mostly come from the 
east, and that immigration still continues, for they are there better off than under 
Turkish Pashaliks. Their employment is much the same as the rest, but they aie 
looked upon as more solid and honest than the Polish ; hence they have greater 
credit. The females are very ignorant, as they have very little intercourse with 
strangers. It is not so with the children of rich Jews now, they keep even French 
governesses to bring them up. 

The rising generation has no taste for the Talmud ; it forms no part of their 
education; very little Hebrew is studied; many are brought up in Christian 
boarding schools. Good schools of their own they have not. A few yean ago 
such a school was to be established, but it came to nothing, because the rich re- 
fused to give up sending their children to institutions already mentioned. More- 
over, they think that religiously they are in less danger in Christian^ than in 
modern Jewish schools. 

The D^TtSP, or Spagniolas, have two good synagogues. The rehearsal of 

the daily prayers by the Chasan is more recitative than singing, and much simpler 
than that of the Polish Jews. In their families they have preserved many of ihe 
customs of their native country. The women go out very little. The husband 
brings home all the necessaries ; the wife has to care for nothing, she takes no part 
in business, as in other countries, nor has she much to do with the education of 
her children. The Spagniolas seldom marry out of their sect, they hate the Pol- 
ish Jews. Divorce is extremely rare amongst them. Three days before the 
marriage, the dowry is pubUciy exhibited, and the marriage always takes place 
on a Wednesday, according to a precept of the Mishnah, where in Tract Ketu- 
both it is said, ^a virgin is married on Wednesday, and a widow on Thursday.* 

The marriage does not take place under a tlSSH (canopy), but bride and bride- 

groom are covered with a Taliih ; the festivities last seven days, during which the 
young couple sit on a kind of throne, the property of the congregation. In 
Bucharest there are said to be 150 Sephardim or Spagniola families. 

Through the influence of the Russian and Austrian Consuls, a school for boys 
of Jewish Bajas, and a similar one for girls, has been opened a few months ago. 
The expenses are paid from money collected as a tax on the meat. The number 
of scholars was from 100 to 140, and the language in which the various subjects 
are taught is German. — Jewish Intelligence, IX. B. 
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"▲ND SO ALL ISRAEL SHALL BB SAVED." 



SHECHEM AND THE SAMARITANS. 



Shechem, like most eastern towns, is surrounded by a strong wall, which, 
however, according to modern military tactics, would be no serious obsta- 
cle to an invading foe ; but where all are alike ignorant of warfare, such 
fortifications serve their purpose. This is one of the oldest and most 
renowtied cities in Judea, and had gained, long before the Christian dis- 
pensation, a reputation that shall keep it alive in the memory when battles 
and conquests are forgotten. The houses are tolerably well built of stone, 
with domes upon the roofs, and are sometimes thrown, as arches, across 
the streets, which are narrow, ill-paved, and filthy. More than once I 
observed dead animals carelessly dragged into by-corners, where they lie 
until devoured by the dogs, or wasted by corruption. With such fatal 
hot-beds of mortality at almost every door, the wonder is not that fevers 
and the plague prevail among the people, but that they should ever be 
without these dreadful scourges. Some orange-trees, having found a 
fiEivourable opportunity by a broken-down wall, threw several branches 
over the dirty foot-path, and had dropped fine fruit for which no man cared. 
A stream of clear and delicious water, conveyed to the town partly by 
artificial means, fi*om Gerizim, rushes down through the main street. We 
passed the remains of a church of good Byzantine architecture, and much 
dilapidated. On reaching our intended abode, the door, after repeated 
and loud knockings, was opened by a string from the fiat above, like many 
of our common doors in large towns. The natives are seldom very promp 
in their movements, and the principal part of the house being generally at 
some distance from the main entrance, it is no wonder that Peter stood 
knocking at the gate of Mary's house in Jerusalem. The door by which 
we now entered was very low. Having cautiously stooped to prevent the 
stone lintel from giving my head a warmer salutation than would have 
been agreeable, I passed through a half underground apartment, and as- 
cended, at the back of the house, by an outside rickety stair, to an upper 
room. This room, though not entirely destitute of comfort, was but an 
eastern one. 

s 
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Shechem, one of the most ancient cities in Palestine, belonging to the 
tribe of Ephraim, was a city of refuge, and was possessed by the Levites.* 
The names of Abimelech, Hehoboam, Jeroboam, Hyrcanus, and Vespasian, 
are connected with it for rebuilding, enlarging, and beautifying it, or for 
rebellion and cruelty. It is long and narrow, consisting of one principal 
street, and contains a population variously estimated at from 4000 to 
10,000, — the latter number is evidently an exaggeration. It is compara- 
tively prosperous, though, like all towns under the rod of a Pacha, it 
suffers the accumulated ills of oppressive misrule. 

The inhabitants are composed of Mahommedans, Samaritans, Christians, 
and Jews. The only Samaritans in the world are found in this place, to 
which they fled 331 years B.C., when driven by Alexander the Great from 
Samaria, as a punishment for burning Andromachus, their governor* In 
November, 1850, they amounted to only 63 males in all, 35 of whom were 
taxable men above 1 4 years of age. They are the feeble remains of those 
with whom Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, in 677 B.C., re-peopled Samaria, 
from the surrounding nations, to supply the room of the Israelites, whom, 
forty-four years before, Shalmanezer had carried captive to Babylon. 
There were, strictly speaking, the following captivities: the first by 
Tiglath-pileser, in 740 ; the second, by Shalmanezer, in 721 ; the third, 
by Esarhaddon, in 677 ; the fourth, by Nebuchadnezzar, in 606, when 
Daniel and his companions were dragged from the land of their fathers ; 
the next in 597, when Ezekiel, and other men of distinction, were carried 
into exile; and in 586 b c, when the final deportation took place. It 
was thus that the Assyrians carried away captive the people of Samaria, 
replacing the population of the conquered country by colonies of theiir own. 
But the Samaritans trace their own lineage to Ephraim, second son of 
Joseph ; and it is possible that, from intermarriages, some of the blood of 
that tribe may flow in their veins. This difference, however, respecting 
their genealogy, is the chief ground of that relentless animosity which has 
for ages existed between them and the Jews, and which 2260 years have 
not mitigated. Few communities have committed more crimes, and have 
so little in their annals to commend ; yet few have endured more reverses, 
or suffered so much in defence of their religion and ancestral customs. • 

Immediately after dismounting, I repaired to their small and very plain 
synagogue, which is partly built from their ancient temple on Qerizim. It 
was our Saturday, which is their Sabbath, and they were assembled for 
divine service. When the Chaldean shepherd and the Egyptian sage, — 
the earliest astronomers, — were bowing the knee to the host of heaven, a 
small people in Palestine, a country celebrated for the loveliness of its 
nights, the splendour of the sun, the beauty of the moon, and the bright- 
ness of the stars, which sparkled in their unclouded sky, were rearing 
humble altars, and raising devout souls to 'the living and true God.' It 
was therefore not a little touching to see these children of poverty at their 
devotions, pouring forth their hallelujahs, and raising their hearts to the 
mercy-seat of heaven. Their mode of worship resembles that of the Jew- 
ish synagogues. 

To instruct the Samaritans in the Jewish faith, Esarhaddon, 676 B.C., 
sent a priest from Babylon. In 458 b.c, Ezra purified the temple,t pre- 
vioudy rebuilt by Joshua and Zerubbabel,J who, amidst many obstruc- 

• Josh. XX. 7. t Ezra viu. 

} In 445 B.C., Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of Zion. 
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tions,were incited to perseverance by the prophets Haggai and Zechariah,* 
and expelled from Jerusalem those who, contrarj to the divine law, had 
married strange women, and who would not dissolve that unlawful union, j* 
Jehoiada was then high-priest in Jerusalem ; and Manasseh, his eldest son 
and successor in office, had married a daughter of Sanballat, governor of 
Samaria. Manasseh would not break* off that unhallowed alliance ; he 
was driven from Jerusalem ; he repaired to Sanballat at Shechem ; and, 
to revenge his expulsion from the holy city, his father-in-law built for him 
the large temple which stood so long on Mount Gerizim, in opposition to 
the temple in Jerusalem, and to which the Samaritan woman, at Jacob's 
Well, directed the attention of our Saviour. By these means the Samari- 
tans obtained a knowledge of the Pentateuch, the Levitical ceremonies and 
worship. They receive only the five books of Moses as divinely inspired; 
and these books, though an incomplete and imperfect revelation of the 
plan of salvation, contain, nevertheless, an embodiment of the great truths 
of our creation, recovery, responsibility, and final retribution. 

Males alone were congregated in the synagogue to pray, give thitnkS) 
and read the law. If females were present, they must have been con- 
cealed ; and no place for that purpose was visible. I was requested to put 
off my shoes before entering, a request which was readily obeyed. This 
peculiarity forms a marked distinction between the Samaritan and Jewish 
synagogues. It was an interesting, and indeed an affecting sight, to look 
upon the sm^ expiring remnant of a people who once counted their war- 
riors by tens of thousands, met peacefully together to invoke a benediction 
from "the God of Abraham. Unless these oppressed and benighted men be 
soon animated by higher aspirations than yet have swelled their bosoms, 
and unless the Spirit of the Lord call them as from the dead, and breathe 
into them spiritual life and activity, the Samaritan nation, not by external 
violence, but simply by inherent decay, will speedily survive only in the 
page of history. 

Among their valuable manuscripts is found a' copy, carefully preserved, 
of the five books of Moses, perhaps the oldest manuscript extant. They 
affirm it to have been written sixteen years after the death of Moses, upon 
parchment made from the skin of the first sheep offered in sacrifice by 
Joshua on Gerizim. The additional information is also given occasionally, 
that it was written by Abishua, son of Fhinehas. Whatever credit may be 
attached to these statements, no man can count his paternal descent from 
Aaron with greater certainty than the priest who officiates in this syna- 
gogue. Manasseh, mentioned above, would have succeeded, afler his 
father's decease, to the high-priest's office in Jerusalem, had he remained 
in that city ; and from Manasseh, down to the present day, the ^mari- 
tans have registered their priests with the utmost care. It is worth tra- 
velling some distance to look on the face of a male descendant of Aaron, 
the first high-priest of God's people, and who can trace bis genealogy with 
so much certainty. 

I visited the school which is under the charge of Bishop Gobat. The 
room was clean, neat, and well furnished. There are commonly above 50 
children on the roll of attendance, and the classes are conducted upon a 
plan which might be adopted with advantage in other quarters. There 
are the five books of Moses for the Samaritan, the Old Testament Scrip 
tures for the Jewish, and the whole Bible for the Christian children^ 

*Ezrav. 1, 2. \E.t.w^x. 
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These classes are taught under the same roof, by the same masters, and 
no child is expected to read any book without the express permission of 
the parents. Might not such a system work well at home 1 It imghU 
were sectarian prejudices, denominational peculiarities, and a grasping at 
authority by various parties, forgotten in a laudable and mucb-needed 
endeavour to educate our ignorant and de^aded multitudes. The bishop 
wisely labours to gain the young. The good-will and consent of parents 
and guardians must be at least partially obtained even before the youth 
shall be permitted to read ; but the old give faint hope of improvement. 
It is the opening bud, and not the sear leaf of autumn, that gives pleasing 
promise of reward. 

The bishop has prudently chosen the sacred volume as sji important 
school-book. It may not accomplish all the good desired, nor may the 
children fully comprehend its contents, for even external nature is replete 
with mysteries to the wisest philosopher ; but over the darkest soul, re- 
peatedly coming into contact with divine truth, the Bible sheds its sweet 
and benign influence. The Scriptures have this peculiarity, that while 
they confer the greatest political, temporal, and spiritual benefits, and are 
the greatest, and indeed the only civiliser of the human race, they alone 
expand, purify, and elevate man's immortal part, by crowning his faith 
and labours with a blessed salvation and a glorious eternity. Christian 
parents should remember that every virtue springs from a Christian doc- 
trine, as the branch from the trunk, and that the root of all Bible doc- 
trines and precepts is the love of God; that parents, if they would secure the 
respect of their children, must first teach them to reverence their Maker ; 
that philanthropy, which alone teaches men to love and labour for each 
other, is a virtue of purely Christian origin ; and that the doctrines of the 
cross so exalt man above the cares and sorrows and fears of time, that they 
raise him to the heights of sublime enjoyment and holy serenity. The 
command, therefore, rests unrepealed, and in all its force, upon every 
parent, — 'Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from 
thy heart all the days of thy life ; but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' 
sons.** 

The Samaritan high-priest is a young man whose aged father has lately 
retired from office. Not content with kindly paying me all attention in 
the synagc^ue, and explaining several inscriptions on some principal stones 
brought from their ancient temple, he and two of his fiock paid me a 
friendly visit in the evening, though he knew that my 'face was towards 
Jerusalem.' His visit was welcome, and I was happy at this opportunity 
of obtaining some desired information 

The priest asked one question which puzzled and put me to shame. 
* Why,' said he, 'do you English do so much for the Jews and do nothing 
for the Samaritans!' 'Because the Samaritans are not so well known,' 
was the only, but I fear unsatisfactory, answer I could give. To tell the 
leader of a perishing people that they are overlooked because of their insig- 
nificance was felt not to be complimentary, and the priest sighed. In 
eourse of conversation I happened to remark that I was favoured with 
letters of introduction to the Lord Bi^op of Jerusalem. He instantly said, 
*He is a good man, he is a great friend to ma; will you give him my 
Mutations? will you carry a letter to. him from me?' I expressed my 

* Deat iv. 9. 
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willingness to serve him to the utmost of my power. The Samaritan higfa^ 
priest went to his home, wrote a friendly letter to the bishop, and sent it 
by the hands of a Gentile minister of the gospel of Christ. So far are men 
and times changed from the days when the inhabitants of Samaria would 
not allow our Saviour to enter one of their gates I May these changes be 
a prelude to the time when animosities and parties shall cease, and all 
nations be one in Jesus. — From ^Azuba^ or^ The Forsaken Land. 



THE JEWS AND THE RESTORATION OF PEACE. 



The Jews have not looked on the recent struggle without interest, nor have they 
been behind in manifesting their satisfaction at its termination. The Jews in 
Britain appear generally to have observed the day of thanksgiving, special service! 
having been held, on 4th May, in the metropolitian and provincial synagogues, 
when appropriate sermons were delivered and special prayers offered. 

At London, the Lord Mayor attended service in the Branch Synagogue, Great 
Portland Street, when a discourse was delivered by the Rev. Mr Green. 

The Chief Rabbi, the Rev. Dr Adler, preached in the Great Synagogue, 
Duke's Place, from Ps. Ixxxv. 8-13. 

At St Alban's Place Synagogue, the Rev. M. B. Levy delivered a discourse from 
Ps. Ixxvi. 3, ^ There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword^ 
and the battle.' The rev. gentleman divided this text into two parts, viz., the 
probable effects of the late war in a religious point of view ; 2nd, the obligationf 
a day of thanksgiving imposes on us. After alluding to the cheerful objects which 
had called them together, the lecturer showed that the blinded paddions of men 
are frequently divested, by Almighty God, of their contemplated horrors, and 
directed to glorious results; he then referred to the civilising tendencies the war 
is likely to effect ; and, in the second part, called upon his hearers to prove them- 
selves worthy Israelites and loyal citizens, to evince gratitude to God, and thank* 
fulness to our beloved sovereign and her ministers for the peace they had vouch- 
safed to us. 

At the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue, Bevis Marks, the sermon was 
delivered by the Rev. Barnett Abrahams, from Ps. xxix. 11, 'The Lord will 
^ve strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace.^ 
The lecturer argued that a certain time should daily be set aside for the acquisi- 
tion of elevating knowledge ; that thereby will ultimately be attained peace of 
mind, from which in fulness of time will flow general harmony among mankind. 

At the West London Synagogue of British Jews, Margaret Street, Cavendish 
Square, the sermon was preached by the Rev. Professor Marks, the text 
being from Nahum i. 15, 'Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace.' After referring to the occasion on 
which the congregation had met in April, 1854, to humiliate themselves before 
Almighty God, and to bewail the calamity that had lighted on the social world 
by reason of war with its legion of horrors and miseries let loose on earth, the 
preacher contrasted the present day when they met under happier auspices, to 
offer thanks and praises to the Supreme Being for having permitted this country 
to terminate a destructive war, but which happily had not waged in vain. The 
prophecy of Nahum was then explained. It announced that the aggressive policy 
of Nineveh was about to receive a severe check ; it draws a lively picture of the 
people oppressed for a long time by that colossal power, but who are now to be 
free from the galling yoke. The sermon concluded with a prayer for a continu- 
ance of the happy union now existing between England and France, and also for 
the uninterrupted reign of peace on the earth. 

At South Hall Street Synagogue, Manchester, the Rev. Dr Schiller Szlnessy, 
preached from Is. lii. 7, *How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tidings of good, 
that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, Thy GodreigueibV 

At Birmingham, the Rev. A. P. Mendes preached iiomlA.\v\.1. 
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At Liverpool, service was held at the Synagogue, Hardman Street, when the 
Bev. Mr Isaacs preached from Is. xlviii. 17, 18, ^Thus saith the Lord, thy Re- 
deemer, the Holy One of Israel ; I am the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to 
profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. Oh that thou hadst 
hearkened to my commandments ! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 
righteousness as the waves of the sea.^ 

We learn that great interest was taken in these services ; the synagoprdes all 
over the metropolis were well attended, and some even crowded. The subjoined 
prayers, which were offered on the occasion by the United Ashkenazim (German) 
Congregations, and at the Sepbardim (Spanish and Portuguese) synagogues 
respectively, will be read with interest. 

PRAYER OF THE UNITED CONGREGATIONS. 

Lord of Peace I who guidest and leadest the host of heaven — the countless ce- 
lestial orbs who obey Thy rules, and follow, without injuring and without confu- 
sion, the paths which Thou hast appointed them, for Thy stamp and seal is 
peace — to man alone hast Thou granted understanding, to perceive these Thy 
wonders. Thy kindness and mercy, that he may rejoice and give ihanks. 

We feel ourselves bound, O Lord, to approach this day Thy holy presence 
with heartfelt thanksgivings : for though thou afflictest, Thou comfortest ; though 
Thou woundest, Thine own hand healeth again. Thou, O God, hast shown us 
hard things, and hast made the earth tremble. Multitudes of her children have 
poured out their souls unto death, while fighting valiantly for righteousness, and 
now rest gloriously. But thy anger is a moment — Thy favour is life. In Thy 
mercy Thou hast stilled again the noise of the seas, the tumult of peoi^e and the 
storm in their breast. 

Thy ways are ways in the sanctuary. Even out of mischievous deeds bringest 
Thou forth happiness and safety, making war itself a great instructor, to teach 
the blessings of peace, to bring nation near unto nation, to establish their rights 
and independence, and to carry light and knowledge — the fruits of civilisation — to 
the former abode of darkness. 

O Thou who judgest the world with righteousness! to Thee we thankfully ac- 
knowledge that the earth is quiet again, and the sword returned unto its scab- 
bard; that a covenant of peace is established; and that our brave warriors, 
covered with ancient and with new glory, will soon return to their happy native 
shores. O send now Thy Spirit unto all the inhabitanfs of the earth, that all envy 
and hatred between nation and nation may cease — that brother may no longer 
imagine evil against brother, but that all may join to promote each other's wel- 
fare, and support each other's prosperity; so that the earth may be full of know- 
ledge, as the waters cover the sea, and the abundance of peace last as long as the 
moon endureth. 

Lord of Mercy I Continue to draw as a river thy loving kindness to her who 
is best praised by her own virtuous works, our most gracious Sovereign, and to 
lier illustrious Consort, and to their beloved offspring, as well as unto all the 
noble and valiant who surround her throne. Shower down Thy blessings upon 
this highly-rejoicing metropolis and its noble chief magistrate, and upon all the 
inhabitants of these happy realms. Preserve unto all the germ of peace, the hea- 
vens yielding their dew and the earth their produce, so that every man may dwell 
beneath his own vine and his own fig-tree, and fear not. 

Trust of Israel ! We cast ourselves on Thy great mercy. Grant that the 
feattered flock may repose in the shadow of peace, so that wherever they may be, 
tfcey -may dwell in tranquillity, in the fear of Thee ; and that under the sway of 
righteous rulers, they may find affectionate hearts, acknowledging that, created 
by the same Father, they are brethren, sharers of the same peril, and partakers 
of the same prosperity. 

Hasten, O Lord, Thy help and favour unto Zion, Thy holy city, so that many 
nations may flock thereto, knowing that from her shall come forth the law, and 
Thy word from Jerusalem. Amen ! 

PRAYER OP THE SPANISH ANTi PORTUGUESE SYNAGOGUE. 

Sovereign of the Universe, who aro we that 'we sVvouVd ^xfawvae to approach be- 
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fore Thee with our praises ? what can he that is formed out of clay say before 
Him who created all things by His will ? But thou hast graciously said,' ^Who- 
soever ofiereth praise, glorifieth me/ Thy gentleness, therefore, has emboldened 
us to pour out before Thee the utterance of our lips. 

Merciful Father, as Thy mercy is boundless, so is Thy wisdom fathomless; when 
Thou didst inspire man with a holy spirit from above, Thou didst ordain that he 
shall beat perfect liberty to do whatever he pleases, in order that he shall reap 
the fruits of his own works, and by choosing the good he shall obtain everlasting 
repose under Thy sheltering protection. This is the ultimate aim of all Thy 
works; were it not for this Thou wouldst not have instituted the ordinances of 
heaven and earth. In order not to interfere with this freedom of will, on 
which all creation depends. Thou dost suffer wars to desolate the earth. 

But although we, by the wickedness of our hearts, sow tears, yet, through Thy 
loving kindness, we reap songs. As, on a cloudy day, the thunder and light- 
ning quickly pass away, whilst in their place appear the heavens, shining with pure 
brightness; even so Thou dost speedily hush the storm of war; and in the midst 
of the wild fury of the battle field. Thou layest the foundation of permanent peace. 

O Lord, ordain unto us peace as long as the moon endureth; grant unto 
us a true peace, which shall not be broken throughout all generations. Hasten 
on the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth 
peace, that bringeth favourable tidings of good, that publisheth salvation, that 
saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth. Amen I 

At the conclusion of the prayer for the royal family, offered at the synagogue 
of the New Hebrew Congregation, Hull, the following passage occurs : — 

'• In their days and ours, may Judah be saved, and Israel dwell safely, until the 
Redeemer cometh unto Zion. So may the holy will be; and let us say there- 
upon. Amen I' 

THE ESCAPE OF THE ISRAELITES. 

' Ye have seen what I did trnto the Egyptians, and how I bare yoa on eagles* wlngt, and 

brought yoa onto myseUl'^Ez. ziz. 4. 

I 8PEAK not of battles where high gleamed the sword, 

I sing of the triumphs achieved by the Lord : 

Bright broke the dawning when Israel went forth, 

Exulting in freedom, might, valour, and worth ; 

And high heaved tfaor hearts now in liberty strong — 

They fled firom a land of oppression and wrong : 

Then Egypt^s proud monarch in fury arose. 

And deep was the vengeance he vowed on his foes ; 

A host he assembled — his banners unfurled — 

Then onward he strode, like a god of the world. 

^ O raze from the earth,* in his anger he cried, 

^ The foes who thus vaunting our power have defied ; 

Or bury them deep in the breast of the wave : 

Be their guerdon the sword — be their Canaan the grave I 

Like the arrow of death the fierce foeman hath sped. 

But ere night he was one in the heaps of the dead : 

The waters were parted by God in his might. 

And a pathway laid wide for the children of light; 

And a pillar of glory in night*s silent gloom. 

Leads Israel to safety — their foes to a tomb. 

And the daughters of Egypt now sorrowing weep, 

And the voice of their wailing is heard o'er the deep ; 

They sigh o'er the fate of the sons of the brave. 

Whose shroud is the foam of the blue ocean wave ; 

And the Mother of Empire sits mourning alone. 

For the fame of her glory and greatness is gone.—- 

— The Chmtian Instructor .^ Ph\\ade\plv.\a, 
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MISCELLANEA. 



The Holy Land. 

JERirSALEM. 

The first Protestant missionary who en- 
ered Jerusalem, with a view of making it 
the centre of his own evangelical operations, 
was the Rev. Levi Parsons, who sailed from 
Boston, Masd., Nov. 3, 1819, in company 
with Rev. Pliny Fisk : arrived at Smyrna on 
the 15th of the following Jannary, and set- 
ting out in the next December for Jerusalem, 
reached that city, Feb. 17, 1821. Shortly 
afterwards, however, his constitution haviug 
been undermined by disease, he was forced 
to leave; and returning to Alexandria in 
Egy^t, he died there, Feb. 10, 1822, saying 
as his last words, ' The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear him,* — 
Christian Instructor, Philadelphia. 

It is now becoming a regular thing for 
travellers to visit the interior of the Great 
Mosque, on the site of the Temple. The 
Pasha of Jerusalem went so far as to offer 
to the Jews to enter the mosque, in order to 
pray for rain ; but they refused for two 
reasons, first, because they were all cere- 
monially unclean, secondly, because they 
might have put under their feet the words 
of the law, which they believe to be buried 
under the mosque. The Jews, however, 
went to the tomb of Daniel* to pray for 
rain, which came next day, but soon, 
unfortunately, ceased. Rain is very much 
wanted throughout Syria, and the inhabitants 
are enduring great sufferings, as the prices 
of all provisions are very high. — Times, 

BAILWAT IN PALESTINE. 

Sir Culling Eardley stated at a meeting 
at which he lately presided, that it was in 
contemplation to construct a railway between 
Jaffa and Jerusalem. It k needless to point 
out the advantages which the Holy Land 
would derive from this modern improvement. 
— Jewish Chronicle. 

POLAND. 

We learn from the frontiers of Poland, 
that since the imperial ukase which permits 
the Jews, hving in the villages a hundred 
versts distant firom the frontiers, to redeem 
each recruit for 300 silver roubles, societies 
have been formed, and funds raised in several 
communities, the same as for a charitable 
institution, to furnish the ransom for those 
poor members who cannot afford to pay. 
In those communities where the funds are 
not suflBcient, they unite to assist persons to 
pass the frontiers. Unhappily, it is not hu- 
manity that watches at the frontiers, and 
but few of these unhappy beings reach a 
promised land of safety. — Jewish Chronicle, 

* This must be a mistake, the tomb of Daniel 
not hp'mg jn S^ria, but in Persia.— Ed. Jewish 
Ckronic/e, 



RUSSIA. 



The *Educatore Israelita' states that there 
are not less than 60,000 Jews in the Russian 
armies. 

A letter from St Petersburg, of the 24th, 
in the *Siecle,' says: 'A decree recently 
issued proves that in spite of the administra- 
tive reforms there is but little idea of the ia- 
troduction of a liberal system. This decree 
states that the Jews who have completed 
their military service can only fix their resi- 
dence in the government in which Jews ia 
general establish themselves. Thus, while 
the other inhabitants of the empire are com- 
pletely enfranchised by the military service, 
the Jews remain subject to this humiliating 
restriction.* 



BBES8LAU. 

The University of Bresslau exhibits a re- 
markable example of toleration and progress, 
having in connection with it a College for 
* Jewish Theology.* This was founded and 
endowed by a Berlin Israelite banker of the 
name of Frankel, and now, in the second year 
of its existence, numbers thirty students 
within its walls, of whom twenty-one are 
Prussians, three Austrians, and six from the 
rest of Germany. — LUerary Gazette. 

CONSTANTINOPLE. 

Feb. 25. — Thursday and Friday last the 
streets were disturbed by the revival of an 
old superstition, viz., that the Jews immolate 
every year, at Easter time, a child, either 
Christian or Mahometan. On Thursday 
last a Turkish woman, with two children, 
went to the house of a midwife, leaving one 
of them at the door. When she returned the 
child had disappeared* The crowd got 
excited and turned its wrath against some 
Jews. Several of the prominent men among 
the Jews made representations to the English 
and French ambassadors, who in their turn 
sent over their dragomen to the Porte in 
order to have measures taken to investigate 
the affair. To-day the reporb-is that the 
child has been found. Feb. 21.— On Monday 
last an imperial firman was read granting 
equal rights to all the subjects of the Sultan 
of whatever • religion they be. — Jewish 
Chronicle, 



ALGIERS^ 

At the entrance to the city in Algiers is 
seeff an inscription on marble encrusted in 
the wall. This document relates that Simon 
Durand, exiled from Spain in 1391, came to 
Algiers, in which place he was the first 
Rabbi and organiser of the Jewish com- 
munity. He died in this city in 1433.— 
ArchiveA Isvadites, 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY. 

I. Na*ik akd 0bjec3t.— The Society shall be known by the name of 
' The Scottish Society fot thci Conversion of Israel to the fkith of Jesus 
Christ, God manifest in the flesh, the promised Messiah, and the Saviour 
of the world.' 

II. Membership. — Persons approving of the object of the Society, and 
contribnting not less than Five Shillings per annum to the funds, shall be 
Members. The payment of Five Pounds, or upwards, shall constitute a 
Member for life. 

III. Office-Bearers. — The Office-bearers of the Society shall be chosen 
from various evangelical denominations, and Ahall conslist of. a President, 
four Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary, twenty-four Honorary, and 
twelve Ordinary Directors, with power to add to theiii number. 

IV. Monthly Meeting. — A Meeting of the Society shaU be held 
Monthly for Prayer and Conference. 

V. Annual Meeting. — The Society shall hold an Annual Meeting in 
the month of April, when a report of the year's proceedings shall be read, 
Officer-Bearers elected, and other business transacted. 



FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR THK CONVERSION OF ISRAEL. 

I, — : , give and bequeath unto the Ti*easurer for the time being of 

the Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel to the faith of Jesus 
Christ, God manifest in the flesh, the promised Messiah, and the Saviour 
of the world, for the purposes of said Society, the sum of , 

for which the receipt of such Treasurer shaU be a sufficient discharge. 
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The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Society was held at the Religious 
Institution Hall, Glasgow, on Monday Evening, April 21, 1856 — 

The_Rev. JofiN Bobson, D.D., President, in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. Alexandeb Fraseb. 

The Ghairma1!{ having introduced the business of the Meeting, the Secre- 
taiy read an Abstract of the Annual Report, and the Treasurer the Cash 
Statement. 

On a motion by the Rev. Wm. Symington, D.D., seconded by the Rev. 
Mr Gordon, 

It was Resolved — ' That the Report, an abstract of which has now been 
read, be adopted, and, with the Treasurer's Statement, be printed and cir- 
culated, under the superintendence of the Directors.* 

On a motion by the Rev. Johw Edmond, seconded by W- G. Mit- 
chell, Esq., 

* It was Resolved — * That the experience of the Agents of this and kindred 
Societies shows that many Jews, and especially Jewish inquirers and con- 
verts, are in circumstances to require temporal assistance, and believing 
that the judicious bestowal of such aid would tend to promote right prin- 
ciples and to form good habits, this Meeting recommends the Temporal Aid 
Fund to the attention and support of the friends of Israel. — The experience 
of the Agents of Jewish Missions also shows that, in numerous instances, 
great evBs arise from the administration of private chaiity to professed 
Jewish inquirers and converts, which might be obviated were the cases of 
such applicants scrutinized, and means aidopted to test their sincerity and 
worthiness — it is, therefore, further resolved, That it be recommended to 
the Board of Directors of this Society that steps be taken for the estab- 
lishment of a " Home" in this city, under the control of a Committee ap- 
pointed by themt whete poor and needy Jews may be sheltered, and which, 
so managed as to form no temptation to the indolent and designing, might 
test the honesty and sincerity of inquu*ers, operate as an important means 
for checking the progress of such as now prey on the charity of the bene- 
volent, and be instrumentfd in conferring lasting tefnpoiral and spiritual 
good on many of tiie children of the dispersion.' 

£ On a motion by the Rev. W. M. Halley, seconded by Wm. Tolboe, Esq., 

It was Resolved-—' That while the promises of God encotttage his jjeople 
to hope for the ultimate conversion of all tsrael, the present condition of 
the Jewish mind, ftnd recent political and national events, as they tend to 
facilitate evangelistic labours among the Jews, constitute a present urgent 
and tpeoiid call to earnest prayer and energetic effort on tiieir behalf.' 

On a motion by the Rev. John Macfablanh, LL.D., secotlded hj the 
Rev. Alexander Macleod, 

It was Besoived-x' That the following gentlemen b9 elected Office- 
Beaiers of the Society for 1856-7.'— ^(See next page)* 
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OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1866-67. 



Rev. JOHN ROBSON, D.D. 



Rev. A. Fraseb. 
" G. Johnston, D.D. 



Rev. W. L. Alexander, D.D., LL.D. 

Henry Angus, Aberdeen. 

P. Bannatyne, Bothwell. 

Wm. Barr, Jedburgh. 

John Brown, D.D., Edinburgh. 

William Burnet, Cupar. 

J. Clare, Perth. 

William Clark, Barrhead. 

Matthew Dickie, Cumnock. 

Robert Harvey, Peterhead. 

J. R. Kerr, Pittenweem. 

J. M'Crie, Old Meldrum. 

Qeoi^e Morris, Dairy. 
James Simpson, Esq., Annan. 
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I W. G. Mitchell, Esq. 
I W. P. Paton, Esq. 

3§onaratS[ ©itectorg. 

Rev. William Steel, Falkirk. 

J. Stevenson, Deunyloanhead. 

David Young, D.D., Perth. 

James Stirling, Kirriemuir. 

William Thompson, A.M, West-Calder. 
David Macallan, Esq., Aberdeen. 
Rev. Prof. M'Michacl, D.D. 

R. Paterson, D.D., KirkwalL 

Andrew Robertson, Stow. 

David Smith, D.D., Biggar. 

William Swan, Edinburgh. 

W. Symington, D.D., Glasgow. 

Jonathan Watson, Edinburgh. 
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Rev. J. L. Aikman. 
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W. Burgess, A.M. 

Pro£ Eadie, D.D., LL.D. 

John Edmond. 

A- G. Forbes. 

J. B. Johnston. 

John Ker. 

John M'ColL 

John MTarlane, LL.D. 



Bixtttaxsi. 

Rev. A. ifLeod. 
A. Raleigh. 
J. Robertson, D.D. 
James Taylor, D.D. 
Mr James Callen. 
Matthew Clark. 
Thomas Frame. 
Robert Gtoodwin. 



II 
tl 
It 



II 
it 
•I 



Mr Duncan Hunter. 
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William Kerr. 
John Lamont 
A. Naismith. 
R. Nelson. 
George Paterson. 
Archibald Watson. 
David Wilson. 
David YuUe. 



John Grahame. 
And the Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary of the Edinburgh Corresponding Committee. 

tlTreomtrer. 

J. W. Gathbral, Esq., 93 Virginia Street, Glasgow. / 

^ecretarg* 

Rev. Thomas Henderson, 75 St George*s Place, Glasgow. 

EDINBURGH. 

Cotresqron^Jtng Commtttee* 

Chairman— IRey. Wm. Pbddie, D.D. | 2V«a«ir«r— H. D. Dickie, Esq. | /Secretory— Rev. D.M'Ewak. 

AUXILIARIES. 



AYR. 
President—Rev. James Knox, A-M. 
T^-easurer—Ur Thomas M'Cubbin. 

DUNDEE. 
PrendetO—Ed-waxd Baxter, Esq. 
Treasurer— Q. Armitstead, Esq. 
Secretary— Rev. J. C. Baxter. 

ELGIN. 
President— r 

Treasurer— Wc A. Urquhart, Jun. 
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OF THB 



'rnttifijj Inriett} far tjie Cnntterainn nf Sarael. 



None of tlie numerous fields of Christian enterprise to which the 
spirit of benevolence is in our day conducting the Lord's people, is 
more interesting and important than that on which this Society has 
entered, while none calls more for the exercise of faith and persever- 
ance. The antagonism of the Jews to Christianity — their ready 
suspicion at the approach of the teachers of the gospel — ^render this 
work peculiarly difficult. Doubtless, deep injuries inflicted on their 
race by those who have unworthily borne the Christian name, as well 
as the false forms of Christianity which they have witnessed, and the 
inconsistencies of those who have professed a purer faith and practice, 
have fostered their prejudices against the gospel, and, added to the 
ancient traditionary representations of Christ and Christianity im- 
pressed on the youthful Jewish mind by their spiritual guides, have 
proved a powerful barrier in the way of those who seek the good of 
Israel. But whilst the field presents special difficulties, there are 
special encouragements. The Divine promises which refer to the 
future spiritual elevation of the human race, not only include the con- 
version of Israel, but place it in the foreground of the world's bright 
future, presenting it as the prelude to the universal dissemination of 
divine truth. ' If the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead V 
This view may well excite the interest of those who regard the gospel 
as the grand remedy for the moral and social evils that afllict our race, 
and lead them to the firm resolve, * For Zion's sake will I not hold 
my peace.' 

And not only does the Word of God call for effort and prayer on 
behalf of Israel, but the events of providence give encouragement. 
The recent shaking among the nations wffl. seiN^Xft^'Wi.^^i^^^'^^^^ 
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Jewish mind the doctrines and practices of Christianity free from the 
idolatries of the Greek Church and the Papacy ; and as Gkntile 
oppression recedes, Jewish prejudice dissolves. 

The Jewish press, whilst sometimes severe in animadversions on 
the efforts of those who endeavQur to bring this poc^le to the acknow- 
ledgment of Messiah's claims, and, it may be, justly severe in the con- 
demnation of evils existing among nominal Christians, frequently gives 
utterance, in respect to Christianity itself, in softened tone. Many 
enlightened modern Jews, and among these some of the rabbis, 
condemn th^ conduct of those who caufed th^ 4eath pf Jwis of 
Nazareth, and whilst they yet withhold acknowledgment of his higher 
claims, assign to him the place of a religious reformer. 

Add to these considerations the fact that, from a variety of causes, 
access to the Jews in many lands is far more easy now than in former 
times, and surejy we find room to hope that faithful, prayerftil, perse- 
vering effort will not be in vain in the Lord. 

The fragmentary aspect of the church of Christ has not failed to 
attract the attention of the Jew, while it has frimished him with 
weapons to oppose the gospel ; and a. Society like this, unsectarian in 
its character, and banding together as it does the friends of the Ee- 
deemer to seek by prayer and effort the spiritual weal of Israel, is the 
more likely to disarm opposition and secure its end, not only through 
the manifestation of good-will to the dispersed of Judah, but also 
through the testimony which it bears to that vital union of believers 
which ever comes out in relief on the field of holy enterprise, where 
engaged in pursuit of a common object and encountering a common 
foe, believers realize the truth that they are ' all one in Christ Jesus/ 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 

While no new appointments of Missionaries have t^en place 
during the past year, it is yet cause of thankfulness thsit at all the 
Stations occupied in the former year, the agents of this Society go forth 
to sow the good seed of the word, and although desired results do not in 
every instance appear, yet the assuranee remains that the word shall 
not return void. 

AT HAMBURG, 
Those with whom Mr Eltik has chiefly come into contact are 
strangers not permanently resident there, and hence the definite 
results of his efforts cannot be so easily traced; yet it naay be found 
in the final account that his simple, affectionate, and faithftil exhibi- 
tions of the gospel of Christ have resulted in 'fruit' gathered <unto 
tife eternal/ 
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The followiDg are brief extracts from Mr Elvin's journal, fitted to 
give an idea of the work in which he is engaged i^^ 

* To-day I conversed with gome emigrating Jews from Poland. They oould 
read only Jewish- German, I had some tracts in that language, ^hich I gave to 
them ; and exhorted them thati as they seek for another home, which would not 
after all be a rest for ever, they should seek the way to the everlasting home of 
the people of God ; and directed them to pray, like David, " Uphold me with thy 
free Spirit." Had a conversation with some Jews who were on their way to 
America. I spoke to them of the insecurity of the voyage they were about to 
undertake ; and that they must one day give account to God of the deeds done in 
the body. They replied, that the account would not be so strictly taken. I 
assured them of the oontrary, and directed them to the Angel of the Covenant, 
who reconciles the guilty to God by His blood, to whom all the ancient sacrifices 
point ; and reminded them that '' without the shedding of blood is no remission.*' 
They were very attentive. I gave them several Hebrew and German tracts, 
which they promised to read, and for which they seemed thankful. 

' Met to-day, Adler, a furrier, native of Prussia. 1 inquired, if he were a de- 
cided Jew; he replied, that, being a journeyman, he could not keep the law. I 
replied, that he that fails to keep it is under the curse. He said, " Then all the 
Jews will be cursed ; for none of them keep it." I spoke to him of Jesus, who 
had fulfilled the law. I inquired if he viewed himself as a sinner. He said, '* O 
yes; all men are sinners." I told him that if he died without forgiveness he must 
perish. He inquired what I would have him to do ? I said, turn to the Messiah 
of whom the Scriptures give witness. I gave him a New Testament, which he 
promised to read.' 

' Conversed with Adler; he has read part of Matthew's gospel. I had a 
favourable opportunity for speaking to him of the necessity for repentance, and 
the nature of true prayer.' 

' I visited Adler ; he inquired concerning the kingdom of God. I endea- 
voured to explain ; and directed him to approach unto God for forgiveness, by 
the Messiah, our Mediator. He could not consent to this. I read Isaiah liii. 
to show him that Jesus has borne our sins, and that we may be justified through 
him. This seemed to common^ itself to his mind. He said he could not object 
to it. We conversed long en the matter.' 

During the past year, Mr Elvin has sold, or given, in the case of 
those who were too poor to purchase, 15 Bibles and 32 New Testa- 
ments; and has distributed several hundreds of tracts. 

AT ALGIERS, 
The Rev. Bcnjamu^ Weiss and Mr Oampazzi have continued to la- 
bour during the past year among the Jewish and Gentile population. 
By the kindness of the London Tract Society, Mr Weiss has been 
repeatedly supplied with large quantities of tracts, in various lan- 
guages, which have been distributed by himself, Mr Campazzi, and a 
colporteur^ employed by other parties to labour chiefly among the 
Spaniards, but co-operating with the agents of this Society. In all, 
during the past year, there have been distributed entire Bibles in 
Hebrew, Arabic, Spanish, English, French, Italian, etc., 165. New 
Testamente in those languages, 280. Psalms, Pentateuchs, and other 
religious books and pamphlets, about 240. Tracts distributed by Mr 
Weiss, or given to others for distribution, uif^ax4ft ^^ \^^^^^% '^^^ 
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greater part among Spaniards, and nearly 2000 among British sailors. 
By one of his letters Mr Weiss reports: — 

* The Colporteur among the Spaniards is going on admirably well. Bibles and 
New Testaments are sold in great numbers, and thousands of tracts are distributed 
among that benighted race. The best feature of it is, that a great portion of 
these scriptures and tracts are sold and distributed among Spanish captains and 
sailors, who carry them into Spain, where these precious plants are so very rare. 
The box of tracts which I lately received from the London Tract Society, and 
which I thought would be enough for more than a year, is now nearly gone, and 
I daily expect the arrival of a new supply. Mr Coyne has written to France for 
a supply of Spanish scriptures, which I hope to receive soon. The Spanish col- 
porteur distributed also a goodly number of Hebrew and Arabic tracts, and what 
is more, he sold several New Testaments in Hebrew to poor Jews ; this is a very 
rare thing to see a Jew beg the New Testament. On the bygone week, I had 
several interesting Jewish visits, but this week they are absorbed with their 
Easter feast. This is a heavy time, but the Lord showed me often that the re- 
action after a short time of stand still, is a happy one, always so ; let us pray the 
Lord to open new doors of usefulness for his labourers, and to procure for his 
word of life free entrance into the hearts of sinners.' 

Many of the Jews at Algiers, in consequence of the former success 
of Mr Weiss' lahours, appear to have recently kept aloof from him ; 
but he has, nevertheless, been successful in gaining access to a^me, to 
whom be has presented the truth as it is in Jesus. The dependence 
of inquirers on their Jewish brethren, and the difficulty of procuring, 
at Algiers^ employment for men who have changed their religion^ has 
been a source of trial ; and, in some instances, such inquirers have 
been compelled to seek for the means of subsistence at a distance, and 
have thus been deprived of the needed counsel and instruction of the 
missionary. To meet this difficulty, Mr Weiss has proposed the for- 
mation of an industrial institution for inquirers and converts, which 
might be ultimately self-sustaining, but at the outset would require a 
considerable outlay, the Directors have not hitherto seen their way 
to the adoption of his proposal. 

An interesting episode in missionary life occurred in Mr Weiss' ex- 
perience during the past year. In his efforts to do good, he frequently 
visits the civil hospital ; and there, on one occasion, found a British 
sailor in great anxiety regarding his spiritual condition, whom he was 
happily instrumental in leading to the enjoyment of the peace of the 
gospel. The incidents connected with this case having appeared in 
the Friend of Israel and some other religious periodicals published in 
this country, it is unnecessary here to enter into details. Having 
learned that Mr Weiss was at Algiers, as an agent of this Society, and 
that its Directors were resident in Glasgow, the dying penitent gave 
warm utterance to his gratitude, in terms which may well serve to 
encourage the members of this Society to renewed prayer, while they 
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sow beside all waters. With great warmth of feeling he said to Mr 
Weiss, ' As I must go the waj of all men, and shall hence not be able 
to express personally my gratitude to them for what I owe, under God, 
to their instrumentality, promise me, sir, to do it for me when I am 
gone. O tell them that it pleased God to restore an agonised soul by 
the blessed instrumentality of one of their missionaries ; convey to them 
the most hearty thanks of a dying man (here tears for a while pre- 
vented utterance) — an Englishman, yea, a Scottish* Presbyterian: 
could I ever have thought to find a minister in this distant land to 
bring me comfort on the bed of death. A Glasgow Society has sent 
you here ! wish them, in my name, all the blessings of heaven, and all 
success in their labours of love.' 

MISSIONARY TOURS. 

Mr Weiss has, during the past year, re-visited Blidah and Medeah, 
and at both places held interesting conversations with rabbis and 
other Jews. He distributed tracts at Medeah, and New Testaments 
and tracts at Blidah. Mr Weiss thus writes of his proceedings at 
Blidah :— 

* At Blidah, where the Jews were much irritated against me since the baptism 
performed there, they were now in general more docile, and though a few refused 
absolutely to talk of religion, it was without violence. I spent hours in some of 
their shops, talked with numbers about Him whom unconverted man despises, 
and whom the blinded nation refuses to acknowledge and obey. I gave them 
New Testaments and tracts, and short warnings according to the second chapter 
of the prophet Ezekiel. One man I found among the Blidah shopkeepers wonder- 
fully learned for an African Jew. He was exceedingly polite in conversation, 
which lasted more than two hours, in the presence of other five or six Jews. He 
took from me some tracts and a New Testament, which he promised to read and 
consider.' 

AT ALEXANDRIA, 

The Rev. Dr Philip and the Rev. R. Grant Bbown are, as formerly, 
engaged in efforts for the advancement of the gospel. The state of 
Dr Philip's health, and that of his family, having rendered a temporary 
change necessary, they spent the summer in this country, and, in the 
month of January, returned to Alexandria, where he met with a cor- 
dial welcome. Mr Brown, with a view to recruit his health, which 
was suffering from the state of the atmosphere, and also to gain a 
more rapid acquaintance with the Arabic, in order to facilitate his 
missionary labours, spent part of the autumn on the heights of Leba- 
non. During his stay there, his health was greatly improved, and his 
acquaintance with the Arabic was considerably extended. Whilst at 
Lebanon, Mr Brown availed himself of opporVum\Aft^ fet Y^^s«iifexi% 
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the gospel, and since his return has energetically pursued his great 
work, aided by a young man, with whom he ][Nroyidentially met at 
Beyrout. 

The following extracts from Mr Brown's letters, written in January 
and February, present a general view of recent missionary operatioDS 
at Alexandria :-^ 

* It is a very painful thing to spend many months among a people perishing for 
lack of knowledge of Christ, and feel at the end of the day that you hare done 
nothing to make him known but nail in a treacherous memory the roots of eome 
verbs, or the eccentric plurals of a few nouns, That dreary period is, I am happy 
to say, in a great measure past with me. My forenoons, indeed, are still devoted 
to further study of languages, but my afternoons are spent in the streets difliising 
the truth by tracts and conversation. Providence has kindly given me an efficient 
assistant in a young man whom I found at Beyrout, and gladly brought with me. 
By birth an Englishman, he has become familiar with these lands by many years' 
residence. He was a student in Malta, and laboured much for Christ on Lebanon 
and in several cities of the East, from Jerusalem to Constantinople, as a tract dis- 
tributor and catechist, without any regular means of support. As I sh^U pro- 
bably have frequent occasion to mention him, I must further introduce him. If, 
then, you see a tall figure leave my door with a carpet bag swollen with Bibles 
and tracts in many divers tongues, with a very pleasing face, and slightly ah- 
stracted air ; if you see his look brightening as he reaches the crowded thorough- 
fares, then accosting a wealthy, bustling Jewish merchant with gentle voice and 
sweet smile, and offering a tract, then asking a poor Arab boy if he can read, then 
forming the centre of a crowd patiently selling and giving his stores, now gliding 
into a European shop, now standing at a native stall ; saluting in Italian, replying 
in French, arguing in Hebrew, persuading in Turkish, or preachmg Christ in 
Arabic to a group of Syrian young men — that is our friend Spillman. 

* You will be glad to learn that in less than two months and a-half he has sold 
121 copies of the Scriptures, in whole or in part. 

* You will rejoice to hear that since my last letter the work of tract distribution 
has gone on encouragingly among the Jews and Gentiles of a)l nations. The 
work indeed increases itself, for those who read some tracts, or see them in the 
hands of their acquaintances, ask for others. In order to insure that they will be 
treated with respect and read, we very generally ask part of their value. Some- 
times a crowd surrounds me in the street, and voices in many languages clamour 
for tracts, while hands of various hues hold out pieces of money. Thus these 
little messengers find their way into many a shop and family with their glad tidings 
of God's love in Clurist. Doubtless much of this seed falls upon the wayside— 
upon hearts trodden hard by many a sin-<^and is caught away by the eyil one, 
who follows the sower's steps ; but shall we not hope, ought we not to pray, that 
over some God will watch, and water it with his own Spirit, that it may bring 
forth a hundred-fold. 

* My work has acquired another and very interesting new feature— that of Bible 
colportage. I began a few days ago to take Bibles with me, and found the 
demand most gratifying. During the first five days of last week, I sold 84 copies 
of the scriptures in whole or in part, exclusive of those disposed of by Mr Spillman. 
A considerable number of these were purchased by Jews. I am delighted to 
find this the most rapid means of forming acquaintance with the Jews, and 
easiest Introduction to the message of salvation by Christ alone. Every day more 
Bibles are ordered than Mr Spillman, my Syrian sen ant, and I can carry; so that 

ire bare resolved to open a shop (if we can ^el c^ive VvitYvl^ overcrowded city), an 
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sit in it all the fbvenoon, rea4y to converee with all who come to iw, while the 
afternoon will be spent as at present in the more " aggi*essive " street labour. 

*I am sometimes encouraged by our little Arabic meeting. While speaking 
together of the believer's hidden life, and the wonderful communion with the 
Lord Jesus which he so richly promises in tlie fourteenth chapter of John, we 
liAve felt something of liis own presence and blessing. 

' Pray that the Lord may soon add to our little number some of the lost sheep 
of the house of Israel. We find that the Jewish population are so intermingled 
with other nations here that the best way to find them out Is to labour for the 
salvation of all. 

* A man lately purchased a Bible from me some days before I found he was a 
Jew. Often the offer of a tract leads to an interesting conversation. On Saturdays 
we frequently visit the Jewish houses. Once we had an opportunity of fully 
setting the truth before the rabbi and nine other men, in an animated conversa- 
tion of an hour and a-half.' 

EDUCATIONAL. EFFORTS AT ALEXANDRIA. 

The Directors, after due consideration of communications from Dr 
Philip and Mr Brown, agreed, in the month of April, J 854, to allow 
£100 for one year to enable them to open a boys' school. This waa 
commenced in the month of June following. At first there were seven 
pupils in attendance, and within a year this number was increased to 
forty, twenty of whom were the children of Jewish parents. It be- 
came evident, however, in course of the first year of the existence of 
the school, that in order to thorough efficiency, considerable extension 
of its operations was required, and consequently greatly-increased ex- 
penditure. 

The Directors had much and anxious deliberation on the subject, 
and at length resolyed not to continue a Schoo} at Alexandria under 
the control of the Society, but agreed, in the event of a responsible 
committee being formed there, to grant £50 per annum towards ita 
support, in consideration of the education of Jewish children in it, and 
in view of the facilities which it may afford 16 the Society's mission- 
aries in the prosecution of their work. And being, moreover, fully 
disposed to promote the interests of a Protestant seminary at Alexan- 
dria, th^y agreed to furnish facilities for presenting its claims to the 
Christian public of this country, and for procuring funds for its sup- 
port. Such a committee has since been formed at Alexandria (in- 
cluding the Society's missionaries there), with a corresponding com- 
mittee at Edinburgh for the promotion of this important object. ^ An 
Arab has been secured capable of teaching the Arabic language.* 
A teacher of English, of decided piety and zeal, and high qualifica- 
tions as a teacher, has agreed to sail for Alexandria, so soon as suffi- 
cient funds are provided for his support ; and the Committee have in 
view an Italian gentleman, whom they would with confidence en^e^ 
if there wereBwfficient funds, and some diffic\x\Aftatexx\0N^^'^^3^s^^^»sA 
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in the way of an Italian Protestant establishing himself as a teacher 
at Alexandria. Steps have also been taken to further female educa- 
tion at Alexandria. The recent visit of Dr and Mrs Philip to this 
country proved the means of awakening much interest in the con- 
dition of Jewesses and other portions of the female population of 
that city, which has led to direct efforts on their behalf. 

At a public breakfast held at Paisley on the occasion of the visit of 
a deputation from this Society, Dr Philip gave extensive information 
regarding the evils arising from the want of education among Oriental 
females, and urged the propriety of aiming at their intellectual and 
spiritual elevation. 

In consequence of the interest thus awakened, a meeting was held 
in the hall of Abbey Close U. P. Church, on the 3d December last— 
the Rev. Dr Baird in the Chair. Addresses were delivered by the 
Chairman, the Rev. Messrs Hutton, A. Henderson, and Wallace; after 
which an Association was formed, called ' The Ladies Association for 
Promoting the Christian Education of Jewish Females in Alexandria,' 
and a committee appointed to raise funds for supporting a qualified 
female teacher in that place, who may open a school for girlsy in con- 
nection with the local mission of the Scottish Society for the Conver- 
sion of Israel. This Association has not only succeeded in raising 
the necessary funds, but also in securing the services, as teacher, of 
an accomplished Christian young lady, daughter of the Rev. John 
Pringle, Elgin. Miss Pringle has already reached the scene of her 
future labours. 

The educational efforts made at Alexandria have met with the 
hearty approval of intelligent European Christians who have visited 
that city. A special correspondent of the News of the Churches^ writes 
from Malta thus : — 

'What interested me most, in the way of education, was the school established 
at Alexandria, by the missionaries of the Scotch Society for Promoting Chris- 
tianity among the Jews, Dr Philip and Mr Brown. The latter was absent on a 
visit to Jerusalem when I was there, and I visited the school more than once with 
Dr Philip. He was in the habit of spending about three hours each day in it : 
and I was particularly gratified on hearing the instructions given, and taking a 
part in them myself, and seeing more than thirty pupils collected, Jews, 
Mahometans, and Christians, all joining in the same lessons, without distinction, 
and these in the Old and New Testaments, llie middle wall of partition appeared 
to be entirely broken down, and the way in a fair state of preparation for the 
introduction of the gospel of peace, by which all distinctions 'are lost, and Christ 
is all and in all. This school, especially if it can be enlarged, as Dr Philip 
earnestly desires, may be the harbinger of great spiritual advantage in the 
country. The lessons are given in English, Italian, and Arabic' 

Tb& following brief extract from one of Mr Brown's letters seems 
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to indicate that spiritual fruit is beginning to appear as the result of 
labour already expended in this direction:-— 

* It will gratify the friends of oiir school to know that a Moslem boy of eleven 
or twelve is so far awakened to an interest in spiritual things as to spend many 
an hour with Mr Spillman in reading the Bible and prayer. He says the instruc- 
tion received in our school led him to think.' 

There is room to hope that the schemes now proposed^ as well as 
the efforts already made, will issue in the permanent establishment of 
Protestant schools at Alexandria, which may prove powerfully auxil- 
iary to mission efforts, and, by sending forth rays of spiritual light, aid 
in dispelling the darkness of error and superstition which now prevails 
in the East. 

HOME OPERA.TIONS. 

Mr Salkinson has availed himself of many opportunities for com- 
mending, in private, the gospel to the attention of his Jewish brethren 
at Glasgow. Some of those who have been under his instruction, 
being without fixed residence, and failing to find employment here, 
were obliged to remove to other places, and thus early lost that 
spiritual superintendence which they required, and in some instances 
seemed desirous to have. 

The claims of the Mission have been extensively placed before the 
minds of Christians throughout the country. The Directors have to 
acknowledge the kindness of several ministers, who, at their request, 
cheerfully undertook to plead the cause of the Society. 

While Dr Philip was in Scotland last year, he preached and 
addressed meetings on behalf of the Mission, in churches of various 
denominations in Edinburgh and Glasgow, and other localities. Mr 
Salkinson and the Secretary have likewise had numerous engage- 
ments of this kind. The services held at Elgin, Dumfries, Aberdeen, 
Dundee, and Paisley, were especially interesting, and in several in- 
stances the attendance at the week-night meetings was much greater 
than in former years. The services held at Paisley are worthy of 
special notice. Sermons were preached on Sabbath, 21st October, by 
Dr Philip, Mr Salkinson, and the Secretary, in United Presbyterian, 
Congregational, and Baptist places of worship. On the following 
evening a public meeting was held at the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, and on Tuesday morning a public breakfast, which, notwith- 
standing the inclemency of the weather, was numerously attended. 
As reference is made in another part of the Report to the' proceedings 
of the friends of Israel at Paisley, it is only necessary to add, that while 
the enlarged contributions from that town are not acknowledged «& 
from the Auxiliary Society, the extended \\\>et«lits \a mwa^j ^-wx^^ 
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to the zealous and well-directed effinrte of the tnembere of that atutiliaryi 
which, now revived, promises powerfully to aid the future exertioiui 
of the Parent Society. 

TEMPORAL. AID FUND. 

The Directors regret that, whilst the applications for aid have been 
nufnerous, the contributions to this fund have been few. To avoid 
drawing oki funds contributed for direct missionary objects, the agente 
have^ in some special cases, sought the assistance of private friends, 
and used other means for the relief of needy, but apparently deserving 
individuals. It is hoped that somewhat adequate attention Will yet be 
given to the importance of this Fund, with reference both to Home 
and Foreign operations. Many wandering uid needy Jews find their 
way to Glasgow, and here make their appeal to the benevolent. De- 
serving applicants fi-equently obtahi relief thus j but it is gfeatly to be 
desired that some efficient plan were adopted whereby iinposH;orif n^ight 
be more readily discovered, and the needy more efficiently helped 
than they can podsibly be by the indiscriminate administration of 
charity: whereby sums equal to those now bestowed in occasional 
charity might, under proper management, provide Clothing, shelt^, 
and food, for a longer or shorter period, according to the requirements 
of individu^ cases; whereby also youflg men of this cl&ss who may 
not have previously learned trades might be trained to Industrious 
habits, and thus be enabled to maintain themdeltres honestly. Were 
it found practicable to provide a temporary honae for wandering and 
needy Jews, a large amount of good might be effected. Youtag men 
now in danger of passing through a course of pauperi^tii might be 
trained to habits of industry — ^the designing and insincere, who now 
shamelessly live on the charity of the benevolent, might be more 
readily checked in their career — ^religious instruction COuld be regu- 
larly imparted, and spiritual good sedured to many who. Without some 
such means, are in danger of being tossed to and fto until ^ally 
wrecked. 

FINANCE. 

The Enlarged expenditure of the past year, caused in part by the 
return of Dr Philip and his family for a seaeon to this counti'y^a step 
rendered necessary on account of thmv healthy and by grants to him 
on account of journeys, loss on exchange, and expenses in acquiring 
languages! and also by necessary increase of the salary of two of the 
Society's foreign agents, led the Directors to make a special app^ to the 
liberality of the friends of the Mission. They are happy in being able 
io a(±hoWle^ tfaftt in ntttn<^\)A iiiii«CL^«^ V)k^ w^p^k^ mat with a 
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cordial response frotn churtshes and individuals. About two months 
before the close of the financial jear on 31st March, it was calculated 
thftt £6d0 would be required to meet the claims against the Sodetj 
till that term. Within that period the appeal was so &r met, that 
the ddfioiency was found at the close of the year to be under £238. 
The Directors hate long felt a strong desire to lessen the Society's 
home expenditure^ and have so far succeeded. By removing their office 
to the Religious Institution Rooms, they have been able to dispense 
With*the assistant-secretary, and make sotne other minor retrenchments. 
Deputations form an important item in llieir home expenditutCi but 
seeing that a large proportion of the Society's income hitherto has been 
&om eolleclidris made on the occasion of visits from deputies^ and from 
the contributions of churches whose interest hiUi been excited by such 
visits, there Is reason to fear that were expenditure in thi» direction 
to ceascj the income Would be materially diminished. Were it, 
however, fully understood by ministerial and other firiendsi that 
periodical contributions, irrespective of the visits of deputies, were 
most likely to give permanency to the Society, and, were regular, 
and it might be, simultaneous annual collections made in those 
churches which now tender occasional support, the heavy expense at- 
tending the travelling of deputies from the centre of home operations 
to distant parts of the country to obtain occasional collections, would 
be avoided. It would serve greatly to aid the Directors in their efforts 
to economise, without impairing the funds, were ministers of churches 
which now only occasionally contribute, to lay this matter before 
their people, with a view to secure their periodical support to this 
Society. Several friends in various localities have, during the past 
year, made successful efforts to enlarge its membership. It is hoped 
that during the present year fresh accessions to the list of annual sub- 
scribers will be made, and thus further steps be taken towards securing 
an extended and steady income. 

The friends of Israel, who aided this Mission through its earlier 
struggles, have cause for thankfulness as they review its brief history. 
From the first. Christians of various denominations have harmoniously 
co-operated in promoting its interests ; and whilst their joint sympa- 
thies have been drawn out towards the dispersed of Judah, they have 
felt how good and how pleasant it is for < brethren to dwell together 
in unity.' Through this Society, effort and prayer for Israel has been 
extended at home, while in foreign lands, where gross spiritual dark- 
ness has held sway, its agents show unto men the way of salvation. 

At home and abroad there is much work to do. Partial acknow- 
ledgment has been made of the obligation of Gentile GhrisdaxiL^ 
to seek- the conversion of Israel, but notbing aa "j^V* ^ou^ «AftQ^^5vft 
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to the claims of the people * whose are the Father's, and of whom 
Christ came/ 

The voice of Providence conspires with that of revelation to urge 
the people of God forward in this great work. The hand that, amid 
the strife of nations, shivers despotism, and can turn the ^ hearts of men 
as the rivers of water,' beckons onward. May the eyes of the Lord's 
people be towards Him, as the eyes of servants unto the hand of their 
masters. 

Christians have prayed that wide and effectual doors might be 
opened for the entrance of the gospel. The doors an open. Let the 
churches of our land gird themselves for the work, and send forth 
the messengers of their mercy, then will their prayers of faith have 
answer: ^ Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto 
their children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us: 
and establish thou the work of our hands upon us ; yea, the work of 
our hands establish thou it.' 
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EXPENDITURE CONNECTED WITH THE VARIOUS MISSION 

STATIONS. 



HAMBXTBGH. 

Mr Ehin'a Salary till Slst March, 1856, £60 

Loss on Exchange, 1854-^-6, ... ... ... ... ... ? ^? ? 

Postages, 



••• 



9 6 



To account of Salary for 1866-7, 20 



£86 8 11 



▲ iiGixBa 

Rev. Benjamin Weiss* Salary till 3l8t March, ... £160 

Mission Tour to Blidah and Medeah, 3 10 

Postages, ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 4 



£166 14 



Mr J. B. Campazzi*8 Salary, ... '30 

Loss on Exchange, ... ... ••• ... ... ... .*• 7 4 

Freight from Gibraltar, and Custom Does on Box sent by Glas- 
gow Female Auxiliary, ... ... .*. ... ... •.. 2 4 

Freight of Two B&xes from London Tract Society 4 

Temporal Relief, .,. «, .« 10 



£200 2 



▲ IiEXANDBIA. 

Rev. Dr Philip's Salary till 31st March, 1866, ... £185 13 9 
Transit of Dr Philip and Family to this Country, 

and return to Alexandria, ... ... ... 176 14 1 

Sums allowed to Dr Philip in consideration of-^ 

Loss on Exchange, three years, £26 

Outlay in acquiring Languages, 25 

Journeys to Jerusalem and Cairo, 25 

Postages during three years. 
Premium on Life Insurance, three months. 
Loss on Exchange, Commission, dtc. 
To account of Salary for 1866-7, 

Rev. R. Grant Brown — 

Salary till 31st March, 1866, 

Balance on Increased Salary, 1854-3, 

Loss on Exchange, 

Postages, 

To account of Salary, 1856-7, 

School — 

By Teachers' Salaries, Ac, ... ... ... 50 

Grant in Aid of Printing Italian Spelling- Book, 

compiled by Mrs Philip, 10 

Carriage and Shipping Charges, Goods and Stationery, 2 10 







76 
2 14 
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18 6 



62 1 
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Mr Salkinson's Salary till 31st March, 1856. 
Temporal Relief, 



£794 17 


4 


... £73 6 
6 6 


8 
3 


£79 12 


11 
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LIFE MEMBERS. 



AnDixs— Lookhart Dobbto, Eiq., ^£9 

BiXTH— Mri Wardvop, - - SO 

CAANOUiTiB—JamM Gray, Esq., 34 llr 6 

DALST—Mrt Cricbton, Linn, -i 12 

Mrt Patriek, Greenbank, - 11 a 

DoMBKS— Edward Baxter, Esq., - II 1 

DoMOov— Robert Morton, Esq.*, - 6 

EDUBumaB^A. M. Morrison, Esq., 7 



Qlasoow-— J. Henderson, Esq. of 

Park, £35 

J. H. Toung, Esq., - - - 1 1 

Miss Kerr, ;- . - - -2000 

Kilwinning— Miss Caldwell, •« 10 

PAaTicK— Miss Thomson, •. - 5 

Stbomncss — George Ualcro, Esq., 5 

Mrs William Dunnet, - - 5 



CONTRIBUTIONS 

Received from. 19th April, 1855, till 31st Marcs, 1856; 



ABERDEEN-- 

8t Micbolas Laoe V, r, 
Cb. — per R. Steven, 
Esq.. . £6 10 6 

Do. do., per do., 8 



£9 10 6 
George St. U. P. Cb. Col., . 

Berm. by Dr Pbilip, . 6. Q 
George Street Cong. Cb.. 
Col., S^rm. bjL Mr Sal- 
kinson, . £3 0. 
Do., Col. at Pnb^ 
lie Meeting, 1 IS 10. 

4 i^ 10 

St Paul Street U. P. Cb. 

Col., S<^inoB by Dr 

Philip, .£818 
Do., Col., Lect. 

by Mr Salkin- 

son, 16 6 



8 7 9 



Belmont St. U. P. Cb. 

Col., Sermoii by Pr 

PhUip, . . . S, 0. 0. 
Charlotte St. U. P. Cb.. 

Col., Sermon by Mr 

Balkinson, . . 1 0. 7 

Albion St. Miss. Chapel,- 

Ser. by Me Salkinson, 15 0. 
Legacy of the late Bar-. 

bara EbneUe. Spittal, 

per R. Steven, Esq., .600 
Per G. Tough, . 1 17 

John Flemings .110 

DaTld Macallan, . .10 
Joeeph Rowell, 1854-66, 10 
A. C. Barker, . 10. 6 

James B. M'Combie, . 10 
John Watson, . . 0- 10 0. 
William Anderson, .050 
Mrs Connon, . .060 

George King, .050 

Bfr Morrison,. .060 

A Friend, . . .010 



ABERFELDY— Cong. Sab. School, 

per Rot. J. M'Laren, . .070 
ABERNETHT— TJ. P. Ch. Col., 
Serm. by Secy , £8 S 6 

Col., Lect. by Mr Sal- 
kinson, - - - 1. 4. 4 

4 6 9 

AIRDRIE—Lockbart Dobbie, Esq., 8 

AIRTH— U. P. Ch., a few members 

of. per the Rot. James Somer- 

▼lUe, . .£110 

A Friend. . .10 

A Friend, . .10 

Per Rev. J. Somerrille, 9 

8 10 



( ANSTRUTHER— U. P. Ch. Col., 

Sermon by Secretary, 
AUCHTERARDERr-So.U.P. Ch., 

Sermon by Rev. J. R. Kerr, . 
AYR— per Rev. James Rnoz, A.M.. — 

ampunt raised by Wallace St. 

U. P. Congregation, for 1855-6, 

Cincluding donation from Mrs 

John Brown, £1 0-. 
Mr Campbell* 

May bole, 5 

Contents of a 

working man*s 

Mission, box — 

A. Thomson, 

Newton, . 0, 4 6). 

£13 19 7 

Cathcart St. U. P.. Ch. 

Col., Serm. by Secy.,. 8. 6 10 
Newton— Contents of a 

working man's Miss. 

box—per A. Thomson, 0, 5 



ATTON—East U. P. Ch. 
Col., Serm. i^id Lect. 
by Mr Salkinson, .£316 
W. U. P. Ch., per Rev. 
James Stark, .200 



BANNOCKBURN.-U. P. Cb. Col., 
Serm . by Mr Salkinson, £2 6 
Free Ch. Col., Serm. by 
Secretary, .. . .15 

BATHGATE^U. P. Ch.,pwH. D. 

Dickie, Esq., .... 

BELLS HILL— U.P. Ch. Col., Serm. 

by Secretary 

BERWICK— Cong. Ch., Col. at pub- 
lic meeting, £3 8 8f 
Do.,Col., Serm. 
by Secretary, 3 1 Si 

6 10 

Church St. U. 

P. Ch., . 2 
Do., Col., Lect. 
by Mr Sal- 
kinson, .118 

3 1 8 

A Friend to the Jews, 2 6 



BIGGAR— So. U.P. Ch., Serm. and 
Lect. by Bir 
Salkinson, .£300 
A Member of, 

B)r Rev. J. 
unlop, .060 
Mrs Ross's Card, 3 
MissToward'sdcO 2 6 

£8 11 6 



£2 5 
1 18 3 



22 11 6 



5 1 6 



3 n 
1 
1 10 









9 14 2 
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N. U. P. Ch., per Rev. 
Dr Smith. . . . £3 







BLAIRGOWRIE— U. P. Ch. Sab. 

8ch., per Rev. R. Russell, 
BOTHWELL — Miss Leadbetter*s 

Sabbath Class 

BRADFORD, Yorksh. — Jonathan 

Beattie, . . .£0 10 

A. S. M'Laarin, - . . 10 

D. Abercrombiet . .060 



£6 11 
13 
6 



6 
4 





BRAMPTON— Collected by Miss 
Modlin, .£1 II 

Do. by Children of Pres- 
byterian Sab. School, 9 

BRECHIN— High Street U. P. Cb. 

Col., Serm. by Secy., £3 

Do., per Rev. J. Qibson, 2 



BRIDGE OF ALLAN-U. P. Ch. 

Col., Serm. and Lect. by Mr 

Salkinson, .... 

BRIDGE OF TEITH— ReT. Dr 

M'Kerrow, .... 

BURGHE AD— U> P. Ch. Col., Serm. 

by Mr Salkinson, 
BURNHEAD— U. P. Ch , per Mr 

James Brown 

CALREOCH— U. P. Ch. Missionary 

Station, per H. D. Dickie, . 
CAMBUSNETHAN— 
Mrs Scott, Bonkle, . .£1 
Mrs Wilson, . . .10 



1 5 



2 



5 



3 3 

10 

1 10 
I 10 
1 



2 







CAMPBELTON— U. P.Ch, 


.Cols, at 


Sermon and Lecture by Mr Sal- 


klnson, . . £22 15 


U. P. Ch. Miss. Soc.,per 




Mr M. Andrew, 


6 


U. P. Ch. Sab. Sch., per 




Mr M. Andrew, 


1 12 


Cot., Children attending 




Mrs Wynn's School, . 


4 2 


Bequest by the late Mrs 




Mitoheli, 


1 


Mrs Christie, 


2 


A Friend, 


I 


A Sincere Friend, . . . 


1 


William Hunter, . 


10 



2 



CAMP8IE— U. P. Church, Serm. 

and Lect. by Mr Salkinson, 
CARLUKE— U. P. Ch., Sermon by 

Mr Salkinson, 

CARNOUSTIE — U. P. Ch., per 

Rev. J. P. Milier, .£411 

Mr O. SherifTs Sab. CI., 6 9 

Jamefe Gray, Esq., .500 



37 
2 



1 
4 



2 
6 



CRAIL— U. P. Ch., Serm. by Sec, £1 
CREETOWN— U. P. Ch. Col., 
Sermon and Lecture by Mr 
Salkinson, . £1 7 7^ 

Do., Mission Fund, . 6 4^ 
A Friend, now deceased, 10 
MissH., . .050 

A Friend, per Rev. J. 

R. Scott, . . .0/50 
A Friend, . • .010 







CRIEFF— Ist U. P. Ch. Col , Serm. 

by Secretary, 
CUMBERN AULD-Rev. H. Baird, 
CUMNOCK— U. P.Ch. Col., Serm. 
by Mr Salkinson, £6 7 
Do., Lect. by do., . 16 6^ 
Cong. Ch., Serm. by do., 2 10 



CUPAR- Boston U. P. Ch. 
Col., Serm. by Rev. J. 
Whyte, £12 

Do.,Pub. Meet., I 10 7 

£2 12 



Bap. Cb. Col., Serm. by 
Rev. J. Whyte, . 1 13 

Burnside U. P. Ch., 
Lect. by Mr Salkinson, 1 5 

Col. Dalziel, . .10 



7 








DALKEITH— E. U. P. Ch. Col., 
Serm. by Dr Philip, £6 

Back St, U. P. Ch. Col., 

Serm. by do., . .200 

D. 4; T. G. Thomson's 
Missionary Box, .066 

Thomas Thomson, .036 



7 15 8| 



DALRY— Ayrshire, per Rev. G. 
Morris— U. P. Ch., £3 
Do., Sab. School, . .10 
Mrs Crichton, Linn, .200 
Mrs Patrick, Greenbank, 2 
Thomas Biggart, Esq., 1 

DENNYLOANHEAD— U. P. Ch. 

Female Miss. Soc., £7 10 

Do., Juv. Miss. Soc., 10 

DUMBARTON-U. P. Ch., High 
Street, Col., Sermon by Dr. 
Philip, . . .£300 

Bridgend U. P. Ch., per 
J. Ure, Esq., 

J. M'Farlane, .10 



CATRINE-U. P. Ch. Juv. Miss. 

Soc., per Rev. T. Bowman, 
CHAPELKNOWE— U. P. Ch. Col., 

Lect. by Mr Salkinson, 
CHIRN8IDE-U. P. Church Col- 

lection, . . .£200 
Do., Serm. by Secy., 2 



9 
1 
1 



6 10 

5 8 



4 

1 



COLDINGHAM— U. P.Ch., Serm. 

by Secretary, 
COLINSBURGH-U. P. Ch. Col , 
Address by Rev. J. Whyte, 
Moynese, ..... 
COMRIE— U. P. Ch., . . 3 

COUPAR-ANGUS— 
U. P.Ch., . . .£1 12 
Do., Sab. School, . .080 




5 



6 









9J 




2 15 



1 4 

10 



2 





9 13 6} 



CBAI6DAM — U. P. Ch. Col.. 

Serm. by Secy., .£250 

J. Garden, . . .200 

A Thank-Offering, .10 



2 



5 5 



DUMFRIES— 
Buccleugh St. U. P. Ch., perRer. 

M.N.Goold,£8 4 
Do., Collect., 4 4 

12 8 

Lorebum St. U. P. Ch., 

Collection, . . 5 10 8 

Cong. Church Col., . 1 15 
Queensberry St. U. P. 

Ch. Collection, . 1 12 

Methodist Ch. Col., .18 
Pub. Meet, at Buccleugh 

St. U. P. Ch., . . 13 7 
A Lady, per Rev. M. N. 

Goold, . . .10 
W. S. H., . . .10 

DUNBAR— 1st U. P. Ch. per Mr 
Andrew Meston, .£3 

Do., Serm. by Dr Philip, 2 16 8 

Collected by Miss Isa- 
bella Connon, . .114 

DUNBLANE— U. P. Ch. Col , Lect. 

by Mr Salkinson, .£1 IG 

Do., Sab. Sch., . .10 



6 10 7 



8 10 



9 



8 10 



GOO 



25 7 3 



6 18 



2 16 
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DDNCAN8T0N— Cong. Ch. Col., 

Serm. by Secretary, . .£200 

DUNDEE— Tay Square U. P. Cb. 

Col., Sermon by the Hot. John 

Macfarlane. LL.D., £7 7 
Auxiliary Association 
Contributions : — 

Col. at Rev. Mr Ber- 
wick's Ch.,SeriD. by 
Rer Dr Macfar- 
lane, £3 

MissesBaxter,6 

E. Baxter, .600 
O.Armitstead,3 
D. Baxter, .110 
A.J. Buist, 1 1 
John Ewan, 110 
P. Watson, 1 1 
J.MatthewsonI 

F. Molison, 1 
Mrs Wright, 1 
Mrs Gilfillan. 12 
W.C. Baxter, 10 
J. Kennedy, 10 
Rev. R. Lang,0 10 
Alex. Low, 10 
Mrs A. Low, 10 
J. Ramsay, 10 
Geo. Rough, 10 
A Friend, .076 
W. Murdoch, 6 
R. Nicoll, . S 
John Smith. S ^0 
Sums under 680 6 "O 

28 14 6 

36 1 6 

DUNKELD— Mrs Black, per Hev. 

John Black, . . .026 

DUNOON— U. P. Ch. Col., Senn. 
by Secretary. . .£468 
Per Rev. W. Tamer- 
collected by young 
people connected with 
the U. P. Church. .3146 

8 2 

DUN8C0RE— U. P. Ch.. Lect. by 

MrSalkinson. .£1 8 8 

Do., donation, . .10 

Do., donation. . .10 



EDINBURGH and LEITH— 
Lothian Road U. P. Ch., 
per Rev. J. L. Aik- 
man, . . .£10 
St James' PI. U. P. Ch., 
Serm. by Mr Salkin* 
son, . £2 17 

Serm. by Rev. 
W.M.HaUey, 1 12 



8 8 8 



DUN8E— So. U. P. Cb., JE7 13 
£. U. P. Cb., per Rev. 

Wra. Ritchie, . . 10 
Per Rev. Chas. Millar— 
A Friend to 

Missions, £2 
A Memb. of 
W.U.P.Ch.,0 6 
A Friend, 2 6 
Mi8sA.Parve8,0 2 6 
*• E.RedpathO 1 6 
Smallersums, 4 6 

2 16 

10 19 

DUNTOCHER-U. P. Ch. Col., 

Serm. by Rev. J. Lindsay, . 18 1 
DY8ART— U. P. Ch., . . .10 
EARLSTON— U. P. Ch., Lect. by 

Mr Salkinson, . . . 116 

EAST LINTON U.P.Cb.,£2 5 
Do.,Col.,Ser.byDrPhiUp,2 4 6 

4 9 6 

ECCLEFECHAN U. P. Ch. Col., 

Serm. by Rev. J. Inf;lis, . .266 
EDINBURGH and LEITH— 
CowgateU.P.Ch.£8 13 H 
A Member of, 6 

13 13 H 

N. Leith U. P. Church 

Col., Serras. Rev. Dr 

Robson and Rev. Q. 

Morris, . £10 

Tg. Men's So., 1 6 9 







4 9 



Leith Cong. Ch. (Rev. 

Q. D. Cnllen's), Serm. 

by Secretary. . 
Newington U. P. Ch. 

Missionary Society, 
So. College St. U. P. Ch. 

Juv. Miss. Socy., per 

Miss Pridie, . 
Rose St U. P. Ch. Col., 

Sermon by Rev. J. 

Steedman, 
Leith. St Andrew St. U. 

P. Ch. Sab. School, 
Leith, Junction Rd. U. 

P. Cb. Col., Sermon 

by Secretary, 
Collections at Meetings, tf 18 10| 
Per Rev. J. L. Aikroan — 

A. M. Morrison, Esq., 
18*16, .£600 

A. M. Morri- 
son. Esq., 
1856, . 2 

Miss A., . 

Mrs P. H., 

Sums under 
5s, . 



4 
3 4 8 



S 



1 13 11 
1 1 



IS 4 




6 
6 









2 6- 



11 6 9 



Per Mrs BiUing- 


. 




MrsBoughtbn.Cliftoni> 


on-Teme, £0 


10 





Mrs Pollock's 






Missy. Box, 


8 





Rev. J. Wat- 






son, . 


6 





MrAIezander,0 


6 





Mrs Billing, 


6 





MrW.H. Bil- 






ling, . 


6 





MrD.Macan- 






drew, . 


<6 





Mr Rose, 


« 





Mrs Spears. 






1866. . 


6 





Mrs Spears, 






1856, . 


6 





Mrs A. Wat- 






son, . 


6 





Sums under 6s,0 11 


6 


Per the Rev. 


G. 




Johnstone, D.D. 


s • 




A Friend. £0 16 





A Friend, 


10 





Per H. D. Diekie, 


Esq.— 


Anonymous, £0 


6 





A. Snodle, 


6 





John Tod. 


6 





Sums under 5e,0 


8 


6 


Per Miss L Archibald 


I— 


I. A., . £0 


6 





A Friend. 


6 





Sums under 6s,0 


6 


6 



7 19 6 



8 14 6 



1 5 



Children at Mr Hay's 
Academy.per the Rev. 
DrPhUip, 

Duncan and Dewar, 

John Millar, 

Rev. J. L. Aikman. 

Robert Bruee, . 

John Christie, . 



1 3 6 



16 6 



18 


4 


1 1 





1 1 





10 


6 


10 


6 


10 


6 
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EDINBURGH and LEITH— 



William Duncan, 
William Tait, . 
George Clark, • 
William Finlay. 
John Macandrew, . 
John Macandrew, jmin 
Mrs Meikle, 
James Peddle, . 
John Sheunan, 185-% 
Do. 1»&6, 

Mrs Laidlaw, . 
William Purves, 
Wm. Wemyss, . 
Mrs Wilson, 
J. Blumenreich, 



£0 




« 












10 
10 
10 
10 

ro 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

7 

5 

6 

6 

a 



6 
6 

t) 






6 



6 



ELGIN Anxillary, per Mr A. Ur- 

quhart,jun., .... 

ELIE— Cong. Ch. Col., Address 

by Secretary, .... 

ELLON— U. P. Ch. Col., Serm. by 

Rev. J. Millar, . £13 3 

Broorafield Sab. School, 3 6 

Family Box, . .026 

A Widow's Mite, . .020 



£78 
81 



FALKIRK— E.U. P. Ch., £5 



Thank Offering, 
First Fruits, 










10 

5 




3 




FENWICK— U. P. Ch., Serm. by 
Rev. D. Laughland. £4 13 7i 

Per Rev. Wm. Orr,^coK ' 
lected by Cards, .16 

Do. (Waterside) a Friend, 2 



FORFAR— ^ong. Ch. Collection, 

Sermon and Lecture by Mr Sal- 

klnson, . . .£306 

U. P. Ch., Serm. by do., 1 1 
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THE 



FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 



''▲ITD SO ALL ISRAEL SHALL BB SATBD." 



MODERN JEWS— THEIR PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES AND POSI- 
TION, AND MORE RECENT ESTIMATE OF CHRISTIANITY. 



At tbe first glance tbe spiritual , condition of the Jews is a very sad — an 
apparently hopeless one. That for eighteen centuries, notwithstanding 
the marvellous proofs Christianity has given of its Divine origin, its 
power to rise above corruption, to weary out opposition, and cleave a 
way for itself through a phalanx of the mightiest foes ; notwithstanding 
the fact, that where it is supreme, intelligence spreads, literature flourishes, 
science advances, and freedom triumphs — the Jewish nation should so 
systematically and determinately reject it, is startling and sad. But we 
have been forewarned of this by tha voice of the heavenly oracle : * I 
would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of jthis mystery, lest ye 
should be wise in your own conceit ; that blindness, in part, is happened 
to Israel until the fulness of the Grentiles be come in. And so all Israel 
shall be saved, as it is written. There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob.' So that though their state, 
as a people generally, is mournful, yet we * sorrow not as those who have 
no hope.' The very sadness of their condition should excite our sympathy 
— a sympathy aH the more deep and effective, because of our obligations 
to them of which I have spoken. 

I believe I am correct in the assertion, that one of the greatest barriers 
to the progress of the gospel among the Jews is their consummate i^o- 
ranee ef its real nature and claims. When that ignorance is removed, in 
any instance, the first emotion excited is that of profound astonishment, 
so different is Hhe truth as it is in Jesus' from their previous conception 
of it. This ignorance is very prevalent, even in our country, where so 
much is being done for them, and where, at any rate, more clearly and 
more fully than elsewhere, the light of the gospel of Jesus shines around 
tliem. £ut on the continent of Europe, and in their own ancient land, 
their mental and moral degradation is far more affecting. 

In Russia, and Poland, and Austria, where they are to be found by 
hundreds of thousands, their benighted minds are not likely to be benefited 
by the kind of Christianity they meet with. To them it baa hxx^ IVa 
semblance of a reBned idolatry ; and from ftxe dasLt^Sye^^ V^'Ca. ^ ^Ooa 

u 
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Catholic and tbe Greek, they turn away with undissembled disgast and 
horror. How are they likely to leave the faith of their fathers for snch 
abortions of the religion of Christ as there present themselves for 
acceptance? 

Nothing is more surprising to Jews from these countries, when they 
visit this land, than to witness the simplicity of Protestant worship. 
Quite a new idea of Christianity is awakened in their mind; and an 
eager desire to know something more concerning it is one of the most 
frequently marked characteristics of these strangers. 

The spiritual state of this people in Palestine seemed to me to be per- 
fectly symbolised by their physical condition, and by the desolate aspect 
which was worn by the city, which, once the joy of the whole earth, is 
now a reproach and shame. I do not know that ever a deeper sigh arose 
from my heart, than when walking among the dwellings of the Jews on 
Mount Zion, or watching their movements at the place of wailing. 
While threading my way among the nettles and weeds, and shattered 
mounds of that once glorious city, it seemed as if the sad music of the 
harp of Jeremiah was floating around me, and I could hear its eloquent 
waitings, descriptive less of their social than of their spiritual state. 
^How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people! how is she 
become a widow! she that was great among the nations, and princess 
among the provinces, how is she become tributary! And from the 
daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed ; her princes are become like 
harts that find no pasture, and they are gone without strength before the 
pursuer. All her people sigh, they seek bread ; they have given their 
pleasant things for meat to relieve the soul : see, O Lord, and consider, 
for I am become vile. How hath the Lord covered the daughter of Zion 
with a cloud in his anger, and cast down from heaven unto the earth the 
beauty of Israel, and remembered not his footstool in the day of his 
anger ? The Lord hath swallowecf up all the habitations of Jacob, and 
hath not pitied ; he hath thrown down in his wrath the strongholds of 
the daughter of Judah ; he hath brought them down to the ground : he 
hath polluted the kingdom, and the princes thereof. The Lord hath cast 
o£f his altar, he hath abhorred his sanctuary, he hath given up into the 
hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces : they have made a noise in 
the house of the Lord, as in the day of a solemn feast ; the elders of the 
daughter of Zion sit upon the ground and keep silence : they have cast 
up dust upon their heads : they have girded themselves with sackcloth : 
the' virgins of Jerusalem bang down their heads to the ground. All that 
pass by clap their hands at thee, they hiss and wag their head at the 
daughter of Jerusalem, saying. Is this the city that men call the perfec- 
tion of beauty, the joy of the whole earth?' 

But I know, and rejoice to remember now, that as certain as there was 
a period of casting away, so will there be one of restoration ; and unless 
the signs of the times are most wrongfully interpreted, that period is at 
hand. 

I believe never, in the history of the world, were there more striking 
and unmistakable indications of an approaching crisis in the Jewish 
nation, than now — ^never greater readiness on the part of the people to 
hear what we have to say concerning him whom their fathers crucified 
and slew — ^never, certainly, less of that ribald scorn with which the name 
of Christ was wont to be greeted, whenever it was pronounced. To the 
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purity of his character — to the consistent piety of his life-»*to the benefi- 
cence of his daily acts — to the marvellous truth with which he spake, 
they are giving unfeigned assent. What Judge Noah said in America^ 
multitudes among the Jews, both there and here, believe. His testimony 
is so remarkable, that I give it : — 

^At a period of unexampled calamity, Jesus of Nazareth found the 
Jews, at the commencement of his ministry. Corruptions, the natural 
'onsequences of great misfortune, had crept in among them ; a portion of 
£he priesthood forgot the obligations due to their high order ; hypocrisy 
md intrigue had i-eached the high places, and Jesus appeared among 
them, the most resolute of reformers, denouncing the priests and Pharisees, 
preaching against hypocrisy and vice, and prophesying the downfall of 
the nation. In thus attracting followers and apostles, by his extraordinary 
and gifted powers, he became formidable by his decision of character, 
his unceremonious expression of opinion, and the withering nature of his 
rebuke. He preached at all times, and at all places, in and out of the 
temple, with an eloquence such as no mortal has since possessed ; and to 
give the most powerful and absorbing interest to his mission, he pro* 
claimed himself Son of God, and declared himself ordained by the Most 
High to save a benighted and suffering people, as their Saviour and 
Hedeemer. 

* The death of Jesus was the birth of Christianity ; the Gentile Church 
sprang ftom the ruins which surrounded its primitive existence; its march 
was onward, beset with darkness and difficulties, with oppression and 
persecution, until the sun of the Reformation rose upon it, dissipating the 
clouds of darkness which had obscured its beauties, and it shone forth 
with a liberal and tolerant brightness, such as the Great Master had 
originally designed it. 

^ Had not that event occurred, how would you have been saved from 
your sins? The Jews, in this, did nothing but what God himself ordained; 
for you will find- it written in the Acts of the Apostles, ''And now, 
brethren, I know that through ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers." 

' It has been said, and with some commendation on what was called 
my liberality, that I did not, in this discourse, on its first delivery, term 
Jesus of Nazareth an impostor. I have never considered him such. 
The impostor generally aims at temporal power, attempts to subsidize 
the rich and weak believer, and draws around him followers of influence 
whom he can control. Jesus was free from fanaticism ; his was a quiet, 
subdued, retiring faith ; he mingled with the poor, communed with the 
wretched, avoided the rich, and rebuked the vain-glorious.. In the calm 
of the evening, he sought shelter in the secluded groves of Olivet, or 
wandered pensively on the shores of Galilee. He sincerely believed in 
his mission; he courted no one, flattered no one; in his political denuncia- 
tions, he was pointed and severe; in his religion, calm and subdued. 
These are not the characteristics of an impostor. But admitting that we 
give a different interpretation to his mission, when 150,000,000 believe 
in his divinity, and we see around us abundant evidences of the happiness, 
good faith, mild government, and liberal feelings which spring from his 
religion, what right has any one to call him an impostor 1 That religion 
which is calculated to make mankind great and happy, cannot be a false 
one.** 

* * The Jews, Judea, and Christianity,' by Judge Noah. 
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Then, if it be not a false one, it must be the true. The Jadge reasons 
^ posteriori from the fruits to the natnre of the tree, and is evidently stag- 
gered by the magnificent aspect presented by the nations of the earth 
that have embraced the religion of Jesus, and on which the gileaming 
splendour of the smile of God reposes. He sees that that mighty peopki 
in the bosom of whom he dwells, and Englishmen, on whose imperial 
dominions the sun never sets, whose power far exceeds that of andent 
Rome in her palmiest days of colossal strength and military glory, are the 
most renowned peoples under heaven, in all that constitutes true great- 
ness — in art-, science, literature, and religion. And to that religion is all 
their prosperity traceable — that is the central gem in the diadem they wear. 
The vine which the pilgrim fathers planted on the shores of New Eng- 
land, and which has grown into so goodly and noble a tree, whose 
shadows cover the hilb, whose boughs are like the goodly cedars, spread- 
ing themselves towards the sea, and her branches unto the river, was an 
off-shoot from that which God had brought and planted here, and which 
was watered with the tears and blood of martyr-spirits, who lived and 
died for the truth as it is in Jesns. At the cross of the illustrious Son of 
God has the inspiration been caught, which has moved England and 
America, and raised them to their lofty and majestic position in the midst 
of the empires of the earth. Among the constellations in their social and 
moral firmament, that of religion-^the religion of the eros8^~is the 
brightest; and as the angel of truth points to these two countries, at 
whose calm repose, amid surrounding convulsions, the rest of the civilized 
world stands amazed and wondering, he proclaims to all the secret of 
their stability and success — ' Jehovah Shammah,' ^ the Lord is there.' 

One more extract from the Judge, and I have done with his testimony:— 

^ Go to your own New Testament, and ask whether the Gentfles have 
ever had such evangelists as Judah furnished ; and yet Paul, the mighty 
man of mind, of faiUi, and fervour, was a Jew — ^a Hebrew of the Hebrews. 

^ And John, too, the gentle, the loving, and beloved, was likewise a 
Jew. But there is yet another, on whom all your affectioDS are centered, 
to whom all your hopes and aspirations are directed, to whom you look 
for grace, and mercy, and salvation — Jesns of Nazareth was a Jew, and 
told you, in language that should sink deep into your hearts, as a com- 
manding, imperative, and unrepealed precept and admonition : ^^ Verily, 
I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done those charities unto one of 
these my brethren, ye have done it uato me.'" 

I was exceedingly stmek with the fact of the increased disposition of 
the Jews to hear us speak of Christ when I was in Jerusalem. I visited 
a Caraite rabbi, on Mount Zion, who discoursed Imig, and entered fully 
into the consideration of the character of Jesus, whom he adinowlodged 
as a holy man, and whom, by his own admission of the pertinency of our 
proofs, we showed to be a prophet. In him powerful convictions seemed 
to struggle hard with prejudice. la a working school of nearly fottj 
Jewish women, which I visited in that city, they entered freely into con- 
versation on the claims of Jesus of Nazareth. The re^urenee they made 
to the sermon on the moufit showed ih&t they thoroughly understood the 
divine, unearthly morality of that discourse. Similar testimoniea to the 
Yalue of the teachings of Christ are common amongst the Jews whom our 
missionttries visit; their journals are continually bearing witness to the 
great reverence that is felt for bis wise, and loving, and gracious instruc- 
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tions, with which many are becoming increasingly acquainted. Surely 
reflection must show them the inconsistency of recognising as divine the 
words of a teacher, whom yet they reject as the Sent of God I In his life 
and doctrines are moral prodigies greater and more striking than the 
physical ones that attended his crucifixion ; and the Jew who will allow 
his mind to be influenced by facts, must reiterate at length the words of 
the Gentile centurion, — as expressive of his own convictions — 'Truly, this 
was the Son of God.' 

Thus, though we sorrow over Israel, degraded, blinded, rebellious, yet 
it is not without hope. Without hope ! No ! for we have exceeding 
great and gracious promises to encourage us ; as well as the command of 
God, a sense of obligation, and a feeling of Christian pity, to stimulate 
us. True, they have long appeared like the valley of dry bones ; but 
they need only the vivifying breath of the Spirit of God to start up, 
instinct with a new and blessed life, and, animated by the noblest princi- 
ples, to become the heralds of salvation to the ends of the earth. 

A people so remarkably preserved, mingling with others, yet distinct 
— like the waters of the Rhone in their course through the lake of 
Geneva — we cannot but believe are destined to perform some great part 
in the achievements of the Church of God. Men, dwelling in great 
numbers amongst the chief nations of the earth, and speaking their 
languages as their native tongue, with capacities of mind above the com- 
mon order of men — I say this without designing to flatter them, or to 
mortify, others — ^are to be desired as servants of the Churcli of God. 
Apart firom the anxiety we ought to feel that they might be saved for 
their own sakes, we should also wish it that they might become agents in 
the salvation of others. — Hev. T. W. AveUng. 



NAOMI AND RUTH. 

Return, my dauf^hter ! wherefore come 
With me, the widowed and the sad ? 

Return unto thy father^s home, 

And with new sponsals make thee glad. 

Go — leave me, nought of earth is mine ; 

Nay, say not — " I will cleave to thee :" 
Shall He who blesses Judah shine 

Upon a barren, leafless tree ? 

Thy nster kissed me and went back 
Unto her people and her gods — 

Then leave me on my homeward track, 
Alone m trace these weary roads. 

" Entreat me not,'* still murmured low^ 

The fair beloved of her boy ; 
'^ Entreat me not — I cannot go, 

This last lorn link Til ne'er destroy. 

" As was the dead— dear to my heart, 
Is his lone mother dearer still ; 

Then bid me not from thee depart — 
Where'er thou goest, go I will. 
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" Where'er thou lodgest, there will I ; 

My mother's home is my abode: * 

Nay — ^where thou diest, I will die — 

Thy people mine — thy God, my God. 

" And where they lay thy widowed head, 
While Jewish matrons wail shall make, 

There be the stranger's daughter laid 
Who left her country for thy sake." 

God's ways are in the waters deep ; 

Naomi's grief shall gladness bring : 
Nor lonely shall the damsel weep, 

For from this stem shall Jesus spring. 

O Jacob's God I in this I view 

Thy favour for thine ancient race ; 
For kindness to a wandering Jew, 

Buth shared the blessings of thy grace. 

And if such weary, wandering one 

Of scattered Israel, I should meet ; 
Shall not I tell her of thy Son, 

And bring her to my Saviour's feet ? 

M. W. G. 
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LlGTURBS, SBBKONS, AlO) MeBTINOS IN CONNBGTION WITH THB SOOTTUH SOGIBTT 

FOR THB CONVBRSION OF ISRABL. 

Date. Place. Nature of Senrioe. Speaken. 

1856. 

Jane 1. Cookbnrnspath, Sermon, Mr Salkiuson. 

" 1. Perth (Mill St Cong. Ch.),.. " Rev. Thomas Henderson. 

" 1. Perth (North U.P. Ch.), «* « " 

" 1. Stockbridge (Berwick) U.P. Ch., « Mr Salkiason. 

" 2. Glasgow (Relig. Inst. Rooms), Prayer Meeting, Rev. Mr Soott presided. 

" 2. Perth (South U.P. Ch.), Meeting, Rev. Dr Newlands, Chairman. 

" 2. Stockbridge (Berwick) U.P. Ch., Lecture, ... Mr Salkinson. 

" 8. Rutherglen U.P. Ch., Sermon, " 

" 12. Dunoon U.P. Ch., Lecture, " 

" 16. Tranent U.P. Ch., Sermons, «» 

" 17. Coldingham U.P. Ch., Address, " 

" 18. CUirnside U.P. Ch., " " 

" 22. Berwick (Golden Sq. U.P. Ch.), Sermon, " 

» 22. Berwick (Cong. Ch.), " " 

" 22. Kirkcaldy (Union U.P. Ch.), " Rev. Thomas Henderson. 

" 22. Khkcaldy (Cowan St Cong. Ch.),** ...,.'. *» « 

»* 22. Kirkcaldy (Bethelfield U.P. Ch.), ** ....... ** « 

»• 22. MoflFat U.P. Ch., Sermons,.....' Re?. W. Orr, Fenwick. 
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FOREIGN. 



ALEXANDRIA. 



Extract Letter from Dr Philip to 
THE Secretary. 

Alexandria, 19th June, 1856. 
Mt Dear Sir, — ^You will have been 
expecting to hear from me before this. My 
silence has not been caused, however, so 
much by the want, as by the choice of 
matter in conveying to the friends at home 
the true nature of the work here. Besides 
the patients who come to my house, and 
others whom I visit at their homes, I go out 
every day to converse with the Jews, either 
in the streets or in their places of business, 
and try to call their attention to the great 
point — the salvation of their souls through 
Jesus Christ, the Messiah promised to the 
fiEithers. During the feast days, when their 
minds are less engaged with the business of 
this world, and their time not so very 
precious as on business days, I had a good 
number of visits from Jews and their 
families, many of them of the first respecta- 
bility. Now, were I to relate the topics of 
their conversation in detail, there would be 
a sameness of subject in all my letters, and 
must be naturally in every letter of the 
&ithful missionary to the Jews. In their 
natural state, they are all of the same stamp 
as Gentile sinners, children of Adam; in 
their natural state, they have all, more or 
less, imbibed the same prejudices against the 
Christian fiuth *, and their leaders, or rather 
blind teachers, have, with a wonderful same- 



ness, imm^^ed them all in utter darkness i 
while the God of Israel, for their rejection of 
his blessed Son, has suffered their hearts to 
be hardened, and their minds blinded. 
With every one, (even though they be as 
learned as Nicodemus, or Paul before his 
conversion,) we have to commence by Moses 
and the prophets, in order to lead them unto 
Christ. It is striking how much sameness 
there is in the conversations with all the 
Jews upon the topic of the Christian re- 
ligion ; how much sameness to be found in 
the state of their minds, and the objections 
they bring forward, though, in other re- 
spects, they may differ in opinion! Some 
are strict talmudists, others atheists, and 
others approach to the system of Unitarian 
doctrines ; jet, in conversing with mission- 
aries, they all seem to be furnished with the 
same weapons against the doctrines of 
Christ. These are the difficulties which we 
have constantly to face from day to day. 
May God grant us grace and that spiri- 
tuality of mind, and that faith by which 
alone we can continue in the conflict, with 
the firm hope that the time will come when 
the veil shall be removed from their mind, 
theu: stony hearts changed, and the dry 
bones be gathered together, and made alive ! 
Whilst thus going on from day to day, I am 
sorry to say that we cannot speak of one at 
present in whom we can see the least change 
from darkness to light, and from the death 
of trespasses and sin to the life of righteous- 
ness. . 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



LONDON SOCIETY FOR PROMOT- 
ING CHRISTIANITY AMONG THE 
JEWS.— On Wednesday', the 28th of May, 
at a meeting of the committee of the society, 
the foUowmg missionaries took leave of the 
committee :~ the Rev. J. A. Hausmeister, 
who has lately been on a visit to England 
ibr Paris, on his way to Strasburg; Mr H. 
A. Markheim, on his appointment to the 
mission in Paris, which has been lately 
established; and Mr F. G. Kleinheim and 
Mr Unitz, on their departure for Bucharest. 



and neighbourhood; it is probable that 
Mr Maxwell Ben Oliel will go to the East ; 
and a student is under mstruction, with a 
view to the work. 



BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE PRO- 
PAGATION OF THE GOSPEL AMONG 
THE JEWS. — This society, as we are in- 
formed by its organ, the Jewish Herald^ has 
recently * passed through a pecuniary trial 
of no ordinary severity, and has entered on 
a new stage of its existence, under more 
favourable cuxmmstances than usual.' The 
friends of Jewish missions will be glad to 
learn that its agency is being extended : the 
Rev. J. I. Mombert is appointed to Saxony; 
Mr Jaff^ will occupy Frankfort-on-Oder 



JERUSALEM DIOCESAN MISSION. 
— The Right Reverend Dr Gobat, Bishop in 
Jerusalem of the United Churches of Eng- 
land and Ireland, now on a visit to Britain, 
has preached and addressed meetings in 
various parts of the country, on behalf of 
this mission. The thorough Protestantism, 
Christian earnestness, and apostolic simplicity 
of Dr Gobat, has not only won for him the 
confidence of the evangelical section of his 
own denomination, but also secured the 
esteem and love of ministers and members 
of other communions. On Sabbath, 6th 
July, he preached at Glasgow, in St Jade's 
Episcopal Chapel, forenoon and evening, and 
on the followuig day, addressed a meeting 
in the Merchants' Hall. The attendance 
on these occasions was such as to indicate 
wide spread interest in the bishop, and the 
important mission, whose cause he pleaded 
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10 eflfectiyely, alike from the palpit and the inhabitants, and trodden down by the 

platform. Tnrks. They were all in extreme poverty, 

J. C. Cdqnhoiin, E^. of Kitlermont, and lived on alms, sapplied to them by their 

presided at the pablio meeting. The Rev. brethren in other puts of the world* At 

Dr Smjth, minister of Free St George's one time, when it was known Uiat any Jew 

Churchy commenced the proceedinga with bad received a snm of money, a Turkish 

prayer. effendi, with some of his slaves, wonid pro- 

The Chaibmak, in introdndng the bishop, oeed to his door at night, and ask, or rather 

referred to the charges which had been command, him to deliver the snm of money 

broogbt against him in connection with the he had got the same day. The Jew woold 

conversion of members of Eastern churches ; refuse, and tbey would take bim and put 

It having been alleged that hb operations in bim into prison, where he would lie till bis 

this direction had been a transgression of the fnends made application to the governor. 

Hmits of his mission. The chairman vindi* The governor, would, on learning the cir- 

eated the bishop's procedure, by showing, cumstances of the case, decide agaiast the 

^at though the errors of the Eastern effendi, and declare him in the wrong. Ho 

ehnrehes were nndonbtedly different in some would also admonish him, but would inffict 

points from those of the Church of Rome, no punishment on him, and then be woold 

they were in many particulars not less dark order the Jew to pay the whole sum of 

and not less fatal to the welfare of man. money to himself lor the trouble be bad 

They held some of the grossest superstitions taken and for deciding in hie fiivour. He 

ef the Church of Rome, and, above all, knew two cases of this kind bbneeHl This 

practically withdrew from their members state of things did not now exist— not that 

the Word of God. That was the bro»d the Tnrks hi^ grown mudi better, but tbey 

mark which united them with the Anti- were now somewhat weaker, and were afraid 

ehristiaa system, which separated them of Europeans. The Jews were stiUabeolutsly 

fiNHB the orthodox Christian obnrebes, and dependent oa the alms reeaved from ether 

which, he hoped, would always so separate countries, tbey were sometimes so sesniy 

them. Being tired of their vice and eupersti- that when the Rabbis bad taken their share, 

lion, many of the members of these churches only Id or ^ a-week woold remain for 

bad come to the English Church in Jeru- many a family of six or seven children, 

salem to read the word, and asked to possess Their temporal condition was thus truly 

it. The charge brought against Dr Gobat miserable, and deaths from starvation were 

was that, when these anxious inquirers came not unfrequent. In regard to their spiritual 

and asked him to tell them the truths of condition, it was more hopefiil than it had 

the gospel, he did his duty as a minister and been some years ago. They iifld begun to 

a missionary, and gave them the needed in- read the Bible now more than the Tahmnd, 

stmction. On that very account he asked and many ef them must be in the practice 

them to grant him their favonr, and wish of reading the New Testament in secret, for 

him God speed in the work in which he was they had quoted from it in discussion with 

engaged. He bdieved that in Scotland, at himselE Tlie number of baptiaad converts 

least, instead of Uaming Bishop Gobat, the was not great. Since he went there, on an 

items of the indictment brought against bin average, five Jews annually had embraced 

in England would be the conclusions of their Christianity, and been received into the 

verdict in his favour. Church, hj baptism. They might have 

The audience frequently manifoeted i^pro<- baptised from eighty to a hunted every yiaiv 

bation of the sentiments uttered by the if they had adnutted all who came, but only 

chaifman in the course of his opening address, these were taken who bad been under loag 

Bishop Gobat, in allusion to the charges trial, and whose ooovietaon was thus pievid 
brought against bim, especially to that in to be sincere. Perhaps some had em- 
vHiich it was stated that be bad transgressed braced Christianity from eama) motives, but 
the express direetions of his superior, the he felt called on, however, to oootradiet 
late Ai^bishop of Canterbury, said that he the statement that many had left and re- 
had not done a single thing whbh the late turned to Judaism, fcr of about &ty ooly a 
arehbbhop had not expressly sanctioned in single woman had returned to Ae Jewt{ 
a private conversation be (Dr Gobat) bad and be did not know one of thoee fifWwbe 
with him ; aHhougfa the late archbishop was had fallen into any great moral eviL Th«e 
so watdied that he had scarcely courage to were five little Protestant communiliie 
ezprees his real sentiments pubHely. Aher under his cbaiige, one at Betblehne, one at 
some other preliminary remarks, he went Jerusalem, one at Jafik, one at NaUeuSk and 
eo to describe I9ie state ef the Jews as they one at Naaareth ; numbering in all 93 ooffl- 
were in Palestine. There they were hi a muBicaota^togeAerwithsom^fewindividasb 
special position, different from all other thn>ughout the ooontiy, who seemed to fivt 
Jews. Whe& he first readied the country by the Word of IM^ la 1847, he ofmd 
they were despised by all elaises of the aschodat Jerusalem, wbeve now Ave watt 
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aboat 100 children; tbej were taught Arabic places of earth's darkest continent— Africa, 

and English, and the girls were taught in Here the Christian's heart is oppressed by 

addition needle-work. At Nablons, there the spectacle of tens of thousands of im-> 

was a sohool with sixty-five children; at mortalsof many colours, and languages, and 

Kasareth, one with forty ; at JafiB^ two with religions, but all alike in this, that they know 

from seventy to eighty scholars altogether ; not God, and obey not the gospel of his 

at Bethlehem, one with thirty children ; and Son.'* This consideration stirs them greatly 

at Tiberias and other places, schools which to desire the establishment of schools as the 

vere at present shut up by the influence of meet effectual means of reaching the rising 

the hierarchy. Of these, about 60 were the generation. ** The Arab school is a direct 

children of Jewish parents, nearly as many hivasion of the Mahommedan stronghold, 

were Mahommedans, and about 80 or 90 while the English and Italian schools will 

were Protestants belonging to other churches be the setting up a witness for Christ amona 

of the East The Rev. Bishop then gave the popish and other systems of corrupted 

•ome acoooni of the state of Christianity in Christianity. And not only is there no 

Abyssinia, and concluded by reading an opposition to the establishment of schools^ 

interesting and friendly letter which be had but on the contrary a strong desire for them, 

received from the king of that country, especially on the part of the Jews, and even 

The Bishop's address was listened to with of many Mahommedans." ' 
marked attentbn, and frequently called forth 'This desire has been strongly urged 

the applause of the audience. in a recent letter from a gentleman in 

The Rev. William Symington, D.D., of Alexandria to the Rev. R. Grant Brown, 

the Reformed Presbyterian Church, moved missionary to the Jews, from which the 

a vote of thanks to Bishop Gobat for his following are extracts : — ** A Tuscan and 

address. a Romanist I quitted my native land six 

The Rev. Thomas Mackie, of the Estab- and twenty years ago, and one of my 

lisbed Church, Erskine, seconded the motion, principal reasons for doing so, was to es- 

which was carried by acclamation. cape from the Romish religion. Circnm* 

The Rev. CharlesPopham Miles then moYcd stances led me eleven years ago to this 

that a Glasgow Association be formed for the country (Egypt). Being the father of six 

purpose of supporting the missionary opera- children, I heard with pleasure last year 

tions indifferent partsof Syria, Mr Colquhoun, that a school had been commenced under 

as president, Mr Bums, treasurer, Mr Miles, the direction of evangelical ministers, I 

secretaiy, and the committee to be composed hastened to enter three of my children ; but 

cf Christian genttemea of different evangelical the school was closed on account of the pre* 

denominations. valence of the cholera morbus, and now we 

The resolution was adopted. anxiously look for the fulfilment of the 

On the motUMi of Mr Bums, a vote of promise to re-open the school. The Jesuits 

(banks was given to the Chairman, and the are the only persons who keep any sort of 

meeting terminated by Bishop Gobat pro- educational 'establishment here; and I am 

nouncing the benediction. most desirous to send my children back to 

your school, as I have not time nor ability 

ALEXANDRIA IN EGYPT. to educate them myself. I must not omit 

JMTABLI8HMBNTOFPROTB8TANT80HOOL8. to Say, that the Josuits boast that your 

In furtherance of this important move- enterprise has been abandoned, and argue 

ment, a corresponding committee, composed from thence of the superiority of their prin- 

ol ministers and laymen of yarious even- ciples over yours." ' 

gelical denominations, and of which the We cordially commend this object to the 
Key. J. L. Aikman is convener, has recently liberid support of all who feel an interest in 
been formed in Glasgow. By a circular the extension of Christian education. Con- 
issued by the Edinbu^h committee, we are tributions on its behalf will be received 
informed that — by Wm. Leckie, Esq., Commercial Bank, 

' The lowest estimate of the expense for Edinburgh, treasurer of the Edinburgh com* 

the first year is from £400 to £450, of mittee; by Mr John M*CaIlnn, 75 St 

which it is expected that £50 may be raised George's Place, Glasgow ; or any of the 

In Alexandria. The Scottish Society for the members of committee. 
CoBversion of Israel has promised £50, — ^ 

leaving, say £350 to be raised by the friends TURKEY, 

at borne, and aS which there is already in The first anniversary of the JjADIBS' 

the treasnrer's hand £85. ' /ssogiation for Promotiko thb Chris- 

* The committee at Alexandria write as tian Eduoatioit of Jbwibh Frmalbs, 

&Uows !-»** Alexandria is the centre of one was held on the 24th of April, in the 

of the world's chief highways, so that the chapel, in Galata, of the Free Church of 

gospel, if prodairaed here with power, would Scotland's mission to the Jews. Though in 

be carried to many lands, besidea the dark connectk>n with the misMon of that church, 
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in the chapel of which the meeting was held, snitable districts in Palestine, on which to 

this association exhibits a fine specimen of fonnd an agricultural colony of cooTerted 

the catholic spirit of the Christians of this Jews, which should answer the doable pnr- 

city — the lady patroness being Lady Strata pose of providing the means of snbsistenoe 

ford de Redcliffe, the British ambassadress ; for those poor Israelites who, after they had 

the president, the Countess Zuylen de embraced Christianity, were reduced to great 

Nyeveldt, the Dutch ambassadress ; while pecuniary straits, hardly having an amount 

the committee and members are drafted of food necessary to sustain existence; and 

from Americans as well as British subjects, of raising and maintaining the standard of 

and of all Christian denominations. The the cross in the land in which the great and 

chair was occupied by the Rev. Rudolph momentous scenes recorded by the evan- 

Koenig ; and addresses were delivered by gelists were transacted ; and by that meaM 

the Rev. H. M. Blakiston, chaplain to the to bring the Jews in Pajestioe under the 

embassy, and Messrs Turner and Thomson, power of Christian influences. 

Free Church misRionaries. Mr Thomson The Bishop of Jerusalem expressed his 

read the report, which narrated the origin of cordial concurrence in the scheme proposed, 

the society, and detailed its operations and spoke in the most emphatic terms of the 

during the past year. These have consisted universal desire which at present pervades 

not only in visits to the previously existing the Jewish mind to return to Palestine ; and 

schools of the mission among the German, said that never, at any period since the 

Italian, and Spanish Jews, and in generous destruction of Jerusalem, did circumstances 

efforts to provide the poorer children with seem so auspicious for the return of the Jews 

clothing, but in the establishment and main- to their own land as they do at present 

tenance by the committee of a female school The Rev.' Dr M'Canl followed, and ex- 

among the Eertch Jews. This institution, pressed himself in similar terms r^arding 

intended to train the young to useful Indus- the singular concurrence of dreumstanc^ 

trial occupations, and in the knowledge of favourable to the return of the Jews from 

saving truth, has been maintained for up- all parts of the world to Palestine ; and 

wards of six months by the unflagging zeal that, consequently, it was the duty of Cbris- 

of the ladies of the committee, many of tians to do everything in their power to 

whom travelled long distances to perform facilitate their wishes, 

this labour of love. It was feared at one The Rev. Dr Marsh also addressed the 

time that the classes would necessarily be meeting on the * Signs of the Times ;' one 

discontinued during the summer, when the of the most remarkable of which be considered 

families of the committee disperse in various to be the earnest de«re pervading the Jews 

directions ; but we are happy to learn that in all parts of the world to return to their 

a teacher for the industrial department at own land. 

least has been engaged, and that religious -'Other gentlemen likewise addressed the 

instruction will be communicated by Mr meeting to a similar efi^ect, and steps wen 

Cohen of the London Jews* Society, who taken to form the proposed society. — New 

teaches another mixed school among the of the Churches, 

same community. The society has raised 

about £84 for the extension of the Free PLYMOUTH. 

Church Mission, besides a separate fund of farbwull tisit to the jbwish pribo- 

abont £23 in behalf of the Eertch female nees of war. 

school. . It is but right to add that, of the Mr Kleinhenn, London Society, thus 

latter sum, £3 18s were contributed, unso- writes: — When I arrived at Plymouth, the 

licited, by the officers and men of H.M.S. Governor of the Millbay Prison gave me s 

Weser, and £1 9s by the commander and very friendly welcome, and gave me full 

officers of H.M.S. Recruit. — News of (he liberty to visit the Jewish prisoners ; and 

Churches, when these latter saw me, they asked me 

why I had delayed my coming so long, for 

BETURN OF JEWS TO PALESTINE, they had been expecting me now some time? 

On June 11, a meeting of ladies and Their number had been diminished by the 

gentlemen was held in London, in the house return home of two veterans, and the entire 

of the Rev. R. H. Herschel, to take into release by the English government of the 

consideration the best means of establishing young man, of whom I had rather sanguiae 

an agricultural colony of believing Israelites hopes when I formerly visited them. Ttie 

in Palestine. The Earl of Shaftesbury was six that now remained received my vints is 

called to the chair. those of a friend, and made no difficulty in 

Mr Herschel submitted to the meeting a entering into a religious conversation with 

statement of the objects which it is sought me. They were more ready to act the part 

to accomplish by the contemplated associa- of listeners this time than on the former 

tion. It is intended to make arrangements occasion, except now and then, wh^i oae^ 

for the purchase of tracts of land in the most who had evidently read a great deal in the 
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mbbinical writings before he had been forced partly in a vallej and partly on a hill ; at 
into militaiy service, suddenly Influenced by present, it assumes rather a pleasing appear- 
this . or the other rabbits opinion, started to ance, the streets are straight and wide, lined 
his feet with an ' Ah, but it is written,' etc, with large and well-built houses, and many 
quoting this or that commentator or author, decent and good shops and bazaars* There 
However, an * Again, it is written in the are several spacious squares, and a nice pro* 
Word of God,* would often thrust him down menade near the sea ; there are also a few 
like lead on the bench from which he had little gardens in the valley, and as a whole 
hastily risen. With line upon line I en- one may obtain a sort of panoramic view of 
deavoured to impress upon their hearts and this town by looking down upon it from the 
minds, that the uniform testimony of God's top of the mountain called Santa Cruiz, on 
unerring Word concerning them, and every which is erected a strong fort and a small 
child of Adam, was, * All have sinned and capella, the residence of the Virgin Mary, 
come short of the glory of God.' * Wrath the protectress of Oran, and to whom the 
upon every child of man ;' and here I ap- Romanists pay a visit in grand procession 
pealed to their own consciences, and to the once a year, on ascension day. The popula- 
state of the world around us, now and in all tion of Oran is reckoned about twenty-flve 
past ages. thousand, of which above seven thousand 
They admitted and confessed that man is are Jews, the third part are Moroccan Jews, 
a sinner, and, if unaided, must be shut out who Lave made that place their city of re- 
unalterably from the mercy and favour of fuge ; and these are more open to reasoning 
God. than the natives. The latter are generally 
The last afternoon was entirely spent in ignorant and fanatic, and vainly boast of 
telling them of the love of God in Christ theb being strict and primitive in their re- 
Jesus — how he died, the just for the un- ligion, manners, and customs ; but, alas I 
just, and paid the penalty we had incurred, for their morals. I visited and conversed 
and for us triupaphed over sin, death, and with some of the richest and most learned 
hell ; that all who believed on him, and Jews of the town, who listened to the preach- 
tmsted in him, might be everlastingly saved, ing of the gospel with politeness as well as 
Never was there a more attentive auditory, interest. I put a number of Hebrew Bibles, 
than that which listened to me, whilst I Pentateuchs, and Psalms, into a Jewish 
entreated and implored them to come and bookseller's shop belonging to Babbie J. Ben 

prayerfully to inquire after the all-atoning S , where I daily spent a few hours in 

sacrifice for sin, rejoice in the atonement arguing with the Jews, who came in great 

made, in the pardon offered, and in the numbers to look at my books. Some bought 

glories promised.' Bibles, and likewise received, gratis, a Heb« 

If appearances are worth anything at all, brew Testament and tracts. I also intro- 

then they were impressed by the message duced myself to various Jewish families, by 

delivered, and the invitation thus given ; and means of a simple remedy for sore eyes, 

their * Farewell,' and * God bless you,' was Thus, in this way I got easy access to many 

really affectionate ; whilst the inmost yearn- Jewish families to whom I was enabled to 

ing of my own soul, was, ' Oh I that thou declare Christ crucified. The feast of Pass- 

who calledst and blessedst Abraham, wouldst over brought a great many Jews from the 

indeed arise, bless, and make these truly different villages to Oran, who also beard of 

thine, for his sake who also died for them.' the glad tidings of salvation. I visited a 

Yes, may I at last meet them around the Moorish caffe, found in it many Jews and 

throne of the Lamb in glory. Arabs, and among them a Marabot counting 

his beads, and muttering some prayers, and 

NORTH AFRICA— ORAN. at the same time listening and taking part in 
DBSORIFTION OF OSAN — ITS INHABITANTS the general conversation. I remarked to 
— BIBLB AND TRACT DiSTBiBUTioN — him, that two things cannot be done well at 
A MASABUT — CON YBBSATIONS WITH once ; God IS surely angry with those who 
BABBis. talk whilst they pray. The Marabut ad- 
Mr Lowitz, British Society, gives the fol- mitted my remark to be just, and suspended 
lowing interesting account of his missionary his beads, shaked hands with me, saying that 
operations at Oran, on the occasion of a without doubt the English religion is far 
recent visit : — better than the French : this was a good 
On my arrival at Oran I put up for a few observation from a &natic Moor, and served 
days in the hotel, and then found comfortable me for a text to speak upon for more than 
rooms in the house of Mr Laune, the French half-an-hour, and both Jews and Moors 
protestant pastor ; I boarded with his family, listened to me with devout attention and 
and found them to be very excellent Chris- astonishment, without anj interruption, after 
tian people. Before I speak of my labours, which I distributed among them Hebrew and 
it may not be ^ out of place to say a word Arabic tracts, which they received thankfullj. 
abont Oran itself. This town is situated I then retired to a corner, and sat down 
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with a rich and intelligent Jew, and we then rated, I made a praflent to two aged rabbit 

conYeraed on religion. He franlcly adoiitted * Old Paths,* and Testaments and tracts to 

tlie diyine power of Jesas of Nazareth, and all of them, which . thej' promised to read 

that if He be truly the Son of God, he will throngh carefully. In the afternoon, Mr 

bring about the oenrersion of the Jews en Lanne and myself went to visit RabU Z ^ 

matie, I supplied him with an Old Paths, where many Jews were already gatheredt 

Testaments, and tfacts, hoping, with the awiuting our appearanee. Rabbi Z wa« 

Messing of Ood, thai may be the means of his just reading a Hebrew book, which he laid 

oonverSoB to the Lord. The same day I had aside to welcome us. We recommenced our 

▼isits from seyeral Jews, with whom I con- religious conversation, but he was by oo 

versed, and to whom I gave tracts. I found means so warm in defending his own dog- 

that the public wallc is a good field of labour, matio opinions as he was in my house in the 

sinoe there are continually many Jews loiter- forenoon; ^nd this gave me more opportunity 

ing about, and so having time to speak and of preaching to him, and the others, the pure 

to read a tract. and umple gospel. Our meeting was in- 

I Visited several times the military hospi- terrupted by a Jew, who came in and an- 

tal as well as the civil; in the former were a nonnced * Mincha,' or afternoon service, and 

good many Germans, to whom I imparted they had to go to the synagogue We sepa- 

oonsoktion ; and in the latter, I found a few rated on very good terms firom Rabbi Z— — , 

Jews to whom I preached the gospel. and five others, in the hope of meeting each 

Rabbi Ben A visited me, with whom other again. I visited him afterwards in the 

I had averylong conversation on Christianity, large synagogue, where he and Rabbi Ben 

j^e got frequently embarrassed by certain A instruct a number of Jewish youths, 

questions I put to him, and therefore wished in whose hearing I spake of Jesus as the 

to come with another. The next day, he greatTeacher of righteousness, the Redeemer 

brought with him Rabbi S. Z (the of the world ; thqs I have every reason to 

Jewish champion of Oran), and six others think that this mutual visit has been a.means 

accompanied them ; they also brought with of doing mnch good, and, with the blessing 

them a youth as aa interpreter, but there of God, may result in the oonversion of some 

was no need of him. After a little general in God*s own time and way. 

conversation, I requested them all to sit I fireqnently went to see the oM Mr B. 

down round the table, and hud before each a ; he freely confiBsses his befief in 

Bible and a Testament, in order to attend to Christ, but still believes after the manner of 

the kw and to the testimony. Our little the Jews. I often meet with Jews in his 

oonference commenced with a short Hebrew house ; and I am happy to say, that tin old 

prayer, which I offered, and to which they man fearlessly seconds all advanced about 

all responded with a loud amen ; after which, Christianity m the face of my Jewish oi^« 

Rabbi Z wished to ask me a few ques- nents. On Saturday I met there a Jewesi^ ' 

tions respecting the miraculous conception of H by name, who, wishing to keep up 

Mary, the divinity of Christ, the doctrine of the dignity of the Jewish women, entersd 

the Trinity, etc etc But I cut him short into argument with me about the Christfaa 

of these questions, and proposed a number of religion, and she was certainly lesraed ht 

points touching the Mes^ah's advent, charac- her sex. However, I succeeded in removing 

ter, fife, and sufferings, to be examined and a deal of prejudice from her mind, and mads 

seriously considered, to which, after a litUe her accept of some tracts for her hndmnd to 

resistance, they all agreed. We began with read. 

the evangelical promise—The seed of the I will only add, that during my stay fat 

woman was to bruise the head of the serpent, Oran, I endeavoured to employ my time to 

firom, the beginning of Genesis, and came the best advantage in disseminating the 

down to Malachi, the last of the Jewish pro- truths of our holy religion in private and ia 

phets. During our interview there was a public, in the hospitals, and m the prisoni, 

great deal of discussion carried on with both among Jews and Gentiles, and Uiis in s 

the utmost ardour of spirit ; reference was variety of languages of the country. I also 

afterwards made to the New Testament, to sold a good number of copies of the Holy 

see the exact fulfilment of prophecies, and to Scripture, distributed a great quantity of 

corroborate my statements respecting them ; tracts, and not a few Testaments and OM 

in short, this most interesting interview, or Paths. Before leaving Oran, I left books fbr 

rather discussion, lasted from eight in the Jews with Mr Laune and other Christisil 

morning till twelve o'clock. We might have friends, whom I have made to take an inte- 

gone on longer still, had not Mr Laune, who rest in the cause of Israel and who promised 

was present the most of the time, seen how me to distribute them fafthfhlly among the 

exhausted I was, and prevailed on me to Jews. I hope and pray that the good Lord, 

leave offand to break my fkst Rabbi Z , without whom nothing can prosper, wSI 

too^ fblt tired, from his loud speaking, and grant His Spirit and blessing to aocompliih 

we agreed to continue the subject in the af- the rest, fbr His own glory and the aalviooo 

taraoao at hli honse; and before we sepa- of immortal louls. 
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FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 



**AHD SO ALL IBRIBL SHALL BB SAYBD.** 



ISRAEL BEFOBE THE DISPERSION. 



In the DiTine dispensation, Israel was destined to sustain the highest and 
most important part that can be assigned to any nation. Originallj 
chosen to be the depository of spiritnal tnith/and separated from all other 
nations in order to fulfil this mission, it was preserved till the Divine 
purposes were* accomplished. These purposes seem to have been, to 
serve as the channel, and as the exemplification of Divine truth, and to 
afford a medium by which the fulness of Divine truth, and of Divine fact, 
might become embodied in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If every nation is the representative, and its history the embodiment of 
some truth, this applies in tt special manner, or at least becomes specially 
manifest, in the case of Israel. Israel was meant to be a theocracy. Not 
only in its ecclesiastical, but in its political constitution also, was it to 
show forth the supremacy, the authority, and the continued presence of 
Jehovah with his Covenant people. If this truth was to be exhibited in 
the world, it became necessary to fix upon and to separate from the rest 
one nation. But though in the preparatory stage national, these were 
spiritual &cts and truths, which ultimately could not belong, and were 
not meant to be confined to any one race. These realities are necessarily 
universal ; they are designed for, and apply to all, both to those who are 
afi» off, and to those who are nigh. AjQodier, and a kindred feature, of 
the preparatory dispensation, was its typical character. Israel, its history, 
its ordinances, its prophecies, all were not only so many present realities, 
they pointed also to something future, to which they stood in the rela- 
tionship of shadows. The grand end and meaning of the preparatory 
stage, was to show the need of and to open the way for the advent of the 
Saviour. With his coming, what was typical gave place to what is real 
— ^what was preparatory ceased. * Grace and truth have been brought 
to light by the Gospel.' 

T^e truths which the Old Testament dispensation and history embodied 
were chiefiy these, — that Jehovah is the Umng^ and that he is the ff*ue 
God. In opposition to heathenism, it exhibited the unity, the persona- 
lity, the character, and the purposes of the Deity. We do not deny that 
certain traditions, containing remnants of spiritual truth, circulated 
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amongst the heathen, nor that the Spirit of God, who moved over that 
chaotic deep, awakened amongst them aspirations after, and ultimately 
produced a general preparedness for, the coming of the kingdom. But 
we hold that the pre-Christian history of the world only exemplified the 
experience contained in the book of Ecclesiastes, and may be summed up 
in the words of an apostle — *The world by wisdom knew not God/ 
Here all the different tendencies of thought, of morals, and of fact, were 
allowed to ripen into maturity, and in turn proved that, in the highest 
and only true aim, man, left to himself, is as unprofitable, and hence must, 
in the righteous dispensation of his Lord, meet with the same doom as 
did the unfruitful fig-tree which Jesus cursed. The Jewish nation also, 
notwithstanding the eternal seed in the midst of it, misunderstood its 
mission, and, when finally left to its own development, only exhibited by 
its judgments the truths which at one time it had, and is again designed 
to declare and to enjoy. But even at that period Israel had its important 
mission in the world. It exhibited the Divine justice in the rejection of 
those who had forsaken Him ; in their continued national existence the 
Jews attested, throughout the lands over which they were scattered, the 
Scripture record. They are also kept in readiness for future purposes ; 
and, above all, they became the medium of bringing to light an important 
spiritual fact. The truth which Jesus ChBist, by his advent, vicarious 
sufferings, and death, did reveal, make possible, and teach his disdples, 
was, in fact, the same in substance as that conveyed by the teaching of 
the Old Testament, though enlarged in meaning and application. He 
made it known when he informed one of the humblest of a despised race, 
that ^ they that worship God must worship him in spirit and in truth.* It 
was the worship of God, and the spiritual and true worship of the Father, 
which became possible and known by Christ. 

Of this spiritual and true worship, the Jewish nation had, before the 
advent of Christ, with few exceptions, been long as ignorant as the Gen- 
tiles around them. This state of matters will readily be understood. 
In the preparatory stage, the truth had been necessarily conveyed to them 
in types. Had it been unveiled^ it could not have been committed to the 
keeping of a nation ; it would have, from the first, belonged to mankind, 
and been universal. The national, the typical, and the preparatory, were 
necessarily connected. Before * the fulness of time,' before the fulness of 
truth, before the coming of Christ, it could not otherwise be. Israel 
could only read, and the Gentiles only discern the truth when traced in 
large characters, as figures and types ; but at this stage, to keep the one 
separate firom, to discern the one in the other, required a sense spiritually 
exercised. The religious men of that day might learn to worship God, 
yet not in spirit, and hence not in truth. If ever this took place, it is 
plain that the more eagerly and earnestly it was attempted to worship 
God after that fashipn, the farther would the worshipper in reality alienate 
himself from God. Under such circumstances, * their table' could only 
' be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumbling-block, and a recompense 
unto them .' Every increase of carnal zeal would increase, and not diminish, 
the distance between the worshipper and the true God. When the spiri- 
tual reality indicated by the type was lost sight of, and the latter mistaken 
for that reality itself, a direction altogether new and erroneous was given 
to religious thinking, which might be indefinitely followed out, but which, 
the more it was prosecuted, led the neaier to apostacy from the religion 
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of the Old Testament ; and this apostacy was at last completed. It had 
long been preparing — it attained its climax in the national rejection of the 
Saviour — ^it became the true cause of the destruction of Jerusalem and of 
the temple — and its continuance forms the explanation of the later re- 
ligious and political history of the Jews. It was thus exemplified in the 
history as in the theology of typical Israel, < that the letter killeth, but 
the Spirit maketb alive.' 

If we cannot explain, we may at least briefly trace the gradual unfold- 
ing of this spiritual degeneracy to its completion in the final rejection of 
Christ. Left to themselves, these natural men understood not ' the things 
of the Spirit of God;* they even misunderstood them. In measure,. as 
they were ignorant of the truths in the types, they cherished and elevated 
the latter ; they cleansed the outside of these cups and platters, of the 
sanctuary. In vain 'were the lessons taught by the prophets, and the 
warnings in Providence ; they also were misunderstood. When God was 
manifestly against them, they did not change their views ; but, ascribing 
it to other causes, by way of amendment increased in earnestness, and 
clung with still greater tenacity to the type as their alL The national 
and the typical as such was only a vessel. They did not know it — they 
spilt its contents, and it became an empty vessel to them. Strange enough, 
with all their hatred and contempt of heathenism, they reached, in the 
course of their religious development, exactly the same results, and fell 
into the same error, as the heathen who surrounded them. Jehovah be- 
came only a national Deity; they depended on him for national protection 
and blessings ; the temple and its ordinances were only national services. 
They mistook the eternal covenant of grace for national rights. Not un- 
derstanding these things, they wondered, mistook, and at last wholly set 
aside the Divine dealings, which were designed to teach them that they 
had forsaken the Divine and entered on their own way. Notwithstanding 
the continuance of the Divine judgments, they persisted in ignoring 
their meaning. The last billow burst over them where the first 
wave had found them. Even after the destruction of the temple 
and city, they eagerly followed out the same religious tendency 
which had led to that catastrophe, as if an increase of earnestness had 
been an increase of righteousness. And now they developed the formal- 
ism of true religion to its utmost, until their religion became only a re- 
collection of the past. Still, Israel was to have a future history, and it 
could not be destroyed. They wandered, but could not be lost. How- 
ever, in none of their undertakings could they prosper, for God was 
against them. It was vain for them, once and again, to renew the un- 
equal contest for national restoration ; they, indeed, achieved deeds of 
valour, unsurpassed by those of any other nation, but they could not suc- 
ceed in their object. It was so in other respects also : they thought and 
laboured in their colleges ; they prayed and fasted in their synagogues ; 
they wrought and gained in their temporal pursuits. But their researches 
were fruitless for good ; they did not benefit the world by their religious 
ardour ; nor Were they even allowed to enjoy the advantages of their ac- 
tivity and commerce. Ichabod was written upon all their undertakings, 
for the glory had departed. Israel and its history are typical ; yet will 
they, as such, meet with a blessed realisation. 

Viewed in this light, the history of the Jews gains additional interest 
and importance. Their past importance can scarcely be overstated; they 
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gave to the world a Bible and a Saviour. Their present importance is 
indicated bj their almost miraculous national preservation, and the &ct 
of their being scattered by the Divine hand broad-cast over the fields of 
the world and of its history, as so many seeds of spiritual truths. Their 
future importance lies in this, that they are seeds which are yet to take 
root, to spring up, and to bear fruit ; and that their future is connected 
with the last and brightest events of coming history. Israel and its his- 
tory are inseparably connected with Scripture. We meet them every- 
where; ^and everywhere their past, their present, and their future, are foil 
of the deepest meaning. And so shall it continue to be, till their bring- 
ing in prove ' as life from the dead.' 

The period during which the Judges presided over the twelve tribes, 
was probably the most prosperous in a religious, ^ that under the reign 
of David was in a political, point of view. Perhaps the first public and 
national indication of spiritual degeneracy was the demand of the people 
for a king, avowedly made for the purpose of conformity with other na- 
tions, and in disregard of the claims of Jehovah. From that period we 
may date the commencement of the peculiar pre-Babylonian form of re- 
ligious apostacy. It had, indeed, appeared even before that event ; but 
now it rapidly developed, and finally assumed gigantic proportions. In 
this stage the idolatry of Israel consisted not so much in the rejection of 
truth, as in its admixture with and neutralisation by foreign elements. 
The worship of Jehovah was not wholly set aside, but he was only looked 
upon as their national Deity ; and along with him other national deities 
were more or less avowedly made objects of worship. The sad conse- 
quences of this made themselves felt in the series of national judgments, 
which terminated in the deportation of Israel, and then of Judah 
to Babylon. Israel without its God, became Israel without its country. 
This judgment had so far its efiects, that the spiritual degeneracy of Israel 
never afterwards appeared again in the form of idolatry. TTiere were 
some who, in the school of affliction, had, in Babylon, sought after the 
Lord God of Israel. But side by side with them were those who, while 
willing to acknowledge their former national sins, and desirous of return- 
ing to the land of their fathers, expressed their repentance by simply going 
to the opposite extreme of an exclusively Jewish formalism. And now 
Jehovah was still only a national Deity, although the only national Deity, 
— just as the Jews were the only nation — all others had neither 
meaning nor purpose. Judaism as such, in its national and typical 
state, was the sole and the highest truth. This tendency had 
been not a little strengthened by the necessary want of the tjrpical 
services in Babylon, which would, in measure, have served to remind 
them of spiritual truths. In room of the Priest had come the teacher or 
Babbi — ^in room of experience, knowledge — in room of the spirit and 
reality of the Bible, its letter and form. Here we have the germ of 
Phariseeism, and of that peculiar tendency of Jewish thinking which 
afterwards found its expression in the traditions of the Fathers or the 
Tahnud. StiU the recollection of the spiritual truths contained in the 
Bible, had not yet wholly vanished. But those deeper realities which, 
still afioat, were ever and again brought forward by the prophets, became 
in the minds of many only carnal and national hopes. Others constituted 
^ t into a sort of higher doctrine, unknown and unintelligible to the 
r, and accessible only to the initiated. Together with the deeper 
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thinkers of antiquity, who had sought after the truth independently, and 
had caught some rays of it, which lightened up the general consdousness 
of mankind, they arrived at certain general results, which constituted the 
common basis of mysticism in all religions. At the period immediately 
preceding the return of the captives from Babylon, (about fourteen years 
before that event — 549 b.c.,) Zoroaster had attained to the climax, as it 
were, of his religious mission at the court of Darius. It is impossible 
here to trace at length the historical and internal connection between 
Jewish mysticism and the doctrine of Zoroaster. Suffice it to say, that 
the two exercised a mutual influence upon one another. The consequence, 
so far as the Jews were concerned, was the formation of a school of mys- 
tics, whose doctrines were afterwards known as those of the Kabbalah — 
a system which, variously brought forward, contains more or less of the 
Jewish or of the Persian elements, and appeared in its purest form in the 
sect of the Essenes. 

Such, in its religious aspects, was the Jewish nation when the captives 
returned to the land of their fathers. It will readily be conceived that 
this event encouraged and strengthened the peculiar nottonaZ tendencies to 
which we have already alluded. In fect^ the second or poBUBabyhman 
form of spiritual degeneracy had now been entered upon. It consisted in 
laying an extreme value upon the form and letter as such, and developing 
it to ihe utter neglect of the spirit. So much was this the case, that even 
when the temple was at last destroyed, and the Old Testament economy 
bad thereby become impossible, the change was only felt in a national, 
not in a religious point of view. In fitot, the types having ceased to be 
more than forms, had become needless, and Judaism had become distinct 
Scorn, the religion of the Old Testament. It was this tendency which op- 
posed itself to the spirituality of the Qospel, and led to the rejection of the 
Son of Gk>d. That event must not be looked upon as an isolated fkct, but 
as the completion of the spiritual tendency to which we have referred. 
When light came into the world, the darkness comprehended it not, — ^but 
resisted it. The contest between the Pharisees and the Lord was in re- 
ality that of opposing religions ; as far as the Scribes were concerned, it 
was a life and death struggle. The form and the letter contended against 
the spirit and the truth. The synagogue contended for continued exis- 
tence in its peculiar form. It overcame, because it could make use of 
carnal weapons; but from that moment the doom of Israel was sealed. 
The contest had been decided, and the issue was a total perversion of the 
truth, and a derdiction of the meaning and mission of the people of Israel. 
Before the coming of Christ, two parties might co-exist within the Jewish 
nation and the synagogue. A contest was still possible. But his advent 
closed it by bringing it to the issue of a battle. After his death, and be- 
fore Uie destruction of Jerusalem, a mistake was still possible. But the 
latter event made any misunderstanding for ever impossible. With his 
own hand God took down the tabernacle, and closed the temple-doors ; 
He put his seal to the termination of the Old Testament dispensation. 
Without sacrilegious rebellion Judaism could no longer exist. In room of 
the temple, the synagogue might indeed come, bift it was not the religion 
of the Old Testament that could be taught in ii. 

Such being the case, — ^and if the Jews were not to be cast off. finally, 
if they wer^ still to have a place and mission in the religious history of 
ilie wotM, it was lie6e«ttiay that a tignal judgmitot ^(sAi mark the Divine 
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displeasure. The Lord disowned the state and the nation; and to indicate 
both the fact and its cause, he scattered them over the face of the g^obe, 

witnesses and warnings to all who meet them. — From Dr Ederihem*8 

History of the Jewish Nation, 



WEISS ON ECCLESIASTES. 

New Translation and Exposition of the Book of Ecclesiastes, wiib Critical 
Notes on the Hebrew Text, by Benjamin Weiss, missionary to the 
Jews, Algiers ; author of ' A Christian Jew on the Old Testament 
Scriptures,' and also of a ^ New Translation and Exposition of the 
Psalms.' 

Wb welcome this volume as an acceptable and interesting addition to 
expository works on the Book of Ecclesiastes. The author combines the 
critical with the practical and hortatory, and both the professional student 
and the private Christian will find in it valuable help to the understand- 
ing of a somewhat difficult portion of Holy Scripture. In a vigorously 
written introduction, Mr Weiss explains hb specific object in the work, 
and shows his possession of one important qualification for its execution, 
in a warm and high appreciation of the chsuracter of the wise king Solo- 
mon. It is impossible, in a brief notice, such as alone we can introduce 
into these pages, to enter into detailed examination of the manner in 
which Mr Weiss has executed his task. Suffice it to say, that in this 
volume we think the author will be regarded as more successful than even 
in his former Commentary on the Psalms. He proposes, in the course of 
his exposition, many new and striking views of passages under consider- 
ation ; and though neither the learned or unlearned reader will be able 
to accord with hun in all his opinions, he will find them ingeniously and 
ably maintained ; and will be delighted with the proofe given of a manly 
and conscientious honesty of purpose and aim, to bring out the mind <^ the 
inspired penman. Altogether the book vrill be found a valuable help in 
the study of the Book of Ecclesiastes. We think that in the hortatory 
passages the author, firom his command of language and copious illustra- 
tion, is betrayed occasionally into exuberance of dicticm, which rather 
overloads his sentiments, and that sometimes softer and fewer epithets 
would be more forcible in effect, than the strong and accumulated adjec- 
tives his vigorous conceptions and fervid feelings lead him to employ. 
Headers of different tastes, however, will regard this matter dififerentiy — 
and it is evident that Mr Weiss writes strongly, because he feels deeply the 
supreme importance of the great themes he treats. As a q>ecimen of his 
method and style, we give the following short paragraph as one of the 
most convenient for the purpose of extract that now meets our eye z-— - 

16. ' When after all I beheld under the snn. 

That in the place of padgmoit there is wickednesB ; ' 
And in the place of justice there is iniquity : ^ 

17. Then said I in my heart, 

God shall judge the righteous and the wicked : 
For there is a time for every purpose, 
And for every action there. .... 

* In the forgoing part of this chapter the most important &ci of the all- 
ruling and aU-ordauiing providence of God in the affiiira and adions of 
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in under the sun, was treated, proved, and established. Now Solomon 
ms to the common and most perplexing question, which is. If God does 
strictly watch, and regulate, and determine all actions of man, why 
es He allow so much wickedness to exist in the places where judgment 
d justice should be exercised and dispensed by man towards man? 
hy does He allow the righteous and the innocent to be persecuted and 
jir right perverted, even by those very individuals who are (in Provi- 
Qce) placed on the chair of justice 1 The answer is, that though the 
mighty God orders^everything, and appoints times and seasons for every 
rpose under heaven — though He often overturns the counsels and 
erations of the wicked, and causes even the wrath of man to serve 
s purposes, and to further His own plans — though He often enough 
Qfounds the wicked persecutors, and makes them fall into the very pit 
lich they prepared for the righteous, still He leaves the passing of the 
lef judgment over the heads of the wicked rebels for another time in 
other world, where they shall reap the fruits of their iniquity, not for 
short time, but throughout an endless duration. So likewise the re- 
npense of the persecuted and suffering just is often deferred from vanish- 
l time to never-ending ages in the spheres of light, where joy is un- 
ngled, triumph complete, and rest undisturbed. 

* **Then said I in my heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, 
' there is a time for every purpose and for every action there." " There," 
frond the grave — " there," in eternity — *' there," in the awful visible 
isence and at the bar of the great Judge of the whole earth — ** there," 
lere the wicked can no more persecute, and the just no more suffer — 
here," where every action on the part of man ceases, and where .Tn(';^- 
tnt and justice are dispensed on the scale of divine wisdom and equity, 
i where no face of man is regarded — '** there," where a fire devours, 
i shall never extinguish, where a worm bites, and shall never die — 
here," where a crown of glory that never fades is prepared for the 
hteous — " there," in the place and time, of which the suffering Job 
d, "There the wicked cease from troubling ; and there the weary are 
rest. Th6re all the prisoners repose ; they hear not the voice of the 
pressor. Small and great are there ; and the servant is free from his 
ister," (Job. iii. 17-19.)' 

We may also give as a specimen of Mr Weiss* translation, his version 
the beautiful passage Eccl. xii. 1~7. 

1. ^Hemember, therefore, thy Creator in the days of thy youth, 
£re the evil days come and the years arrive 

When thou sbalt say, I have no pleasure in them ; 

2. Ere the sun and his light, and the moon and the stars become dark, 
And the clouds return after the rain. 

3. In the day ivhen the keepers of the bouse shall tremble. 
And when the strong men shall bend, 

And the grinders shall cease (grinding). 

Because they become few (in number), 

And those which look through the windows become darkened. 

4. And the outer doors shall be shut up, 

And thus the sound of the grinding shall become low. 

And he shall arise at the voice of a bird, 

And all the daughters of song shall be depressed : 

5. When also they shall be afraid of high places,) 
And when terrors iriudl be in the way ; 
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BASEL. 
On Tuesday, July 1, the Society op 
THE Friends of Israel celebrated its 
twenty-fifth anniversary. According to the 
report, the agents of the society bad been 
actively occupied in the education of con- 
verts, in mission journeys, in delivering 
addresses, and in the circulation of tracts. 
Their efforts bad not, indeed, been crowned 
with very great success, while they had 
aroused much opposition, but yet, in many 
cases, they had been met in a friendly spirit, 
and had produced several converts of promise. 

MISSIONS IN SYRIA. 
Extract from Report of the Board 
OF Foreign Missions of the Ameri- 
can Associate Reformed Synod. 
It is our happiness to report to Synod the 
termination of the war which for some time 
past has been so disastrously waged over 
large portions of the Eastern Continent; 
and which, from the nature of the case, was 
calculated to hare important bearings upon 
the field of our missionary operations. On 
the 18th of February also the Sultan of the 
Turkish empire issued ajirman, or decree, 
proclaiming religious toleration throughout 
his dominions ; and, in consequence of it, a 
population of more than 35,000,000 of per- 
sons, over 1 6,000,000 of whom are in Asia, 
are being gradually made accessible to 
Christian efforts. Hitherto the stern law of 
Mohammedan power has made it a capital 
offence for a man to abjure the faith of the 
false prophet ; but now the way is being pre- 
pared for the word of God to run and have 
free course, and we cannot doubt that it 
-will be glorified, when, with one heart, and 
with proper efforts, the followers of the 
Lamb go up to the conquest of the land to 
Christ and his crown. 

During the year, also, a very marked in- 
terest has manifested itself in Great Britain, 
and our own country, in the Christianisation 
and civilisation of that portion of Syria more 
particularly embraced in the Holy Land. 
In some instances agricultural associations 
have been formed, where Jews and Arabs 
have been steadily^ em ployed, and where they 
were regularly brought under the influence 
of Christian teaching and example. The 
Jews, especially those of England, are taking 
efficient steps for introducing, in that long 
destitute and snffering land, the blessings of 
Christian countries. One of them is erect- 
ing a large hospital in Jerusalem, which 
shall be attended by persons who remove 
thither fix>m Christian communities. And 
others are taking steps, as fiir as possible, 
for having the land farmed out, under grants 
from the government, for the occupancy of 
Jewish settlers from all parts of the world. 
^ It affords us great pleasure, also, to men- 
tion that recently the Reformed Presby- 



terian Synod, one of the oldest and most 
respected portions of the American Presby- 
terian Church, has resolved upon a mission 
to Syria, and appointed two promising and 
efficient men to set out for the field of their 
labours early in the ensuing autumn. Their 
mission, like our own, will have more special 
reference to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel. Their field of labour will probably 
be in some part of Palestine ; and though 
they will have no formal connection with, our 
missionaries, yet there will be many things 
most happily in common, and they may be 
most efficient co-labourers with us in gather- 
ing the outcast Jews who are already there, 
and in preparing the way for the return of 
vast numbers more to feed in the futh of 
the true Messiah in fat pastures upon the 
mountains of Israel. 

During the year a merciful Providence 
has watched over the lives of the members 
of our beloved mission in Damascus ; and in 
no instance has the hand of violence been 
permitted, for a momoit, to interfere with 
their labours or their good. The Word of 
God has been regularly preached there on 
every Sabbath — twice in Arabic, for the in- 
struction of all, both Jews and Gentiles, that 
might be assembled together to hear it— and 
once in English, for the benefit of the mis- 
sion families and for the Frank population 
that were residents in the city, or might be 
only temporarily present. Bible classes 
have been regularly held on the Sabbath, 
and at stated meetings during the week, in 
which the truth as it is in Jesus was fully 
set forth, and with encouraging results. 
In the mission families, also, there have 
usually been natives resident, who have been 
carefully trained in the knowledge of salva- 
tion ; and from this course of labour two, at 
least, have come, who are now among the 
most intelligent and consistent members of 
the mission church, and are active helpers in 
the missionary work. Freely they have re- 
ceived, freely they are labouring to give forth, 
as far as their instrumentality can reach, the 
grace of the Lord Jesus, and their labours 
are not in vain in the Lord. 

The schools of the mission are In a good 
condition. In the boys* department, a native 
teacher, who enjoys the confidenco of the 
mission, is employed, and one of the brethren 
(the Rev. Mr Robson) has a constant super- 
vision of it. In the girb* department, the 
past year has been of much interest. The 
attendance, though not as regular as la 
countries where the benefits of schools are 
more highly appreciated, yet has been quite 
good. The female mind, which, in Damns- 
cus, as elsewhere in heathen and antichristian 
countries, is so much neglected, has beea 
taught to think and have higher and better 
aspirations ; and a desire has been awakened 
in many a breast to lead a purer, and more 
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intelligent and useful life. In this depart- 
ment. Miss Dales has principal charge. 

In these schools, the constant aim is to 
make all the instructions subserve the best 
spiritual interests of those who attend them. 
The books have as large an amount of sim- 
ple Scripture truth as possible, and the Bible 
is in everj-day use. Devotional duties form 
a portion of the exercises of each day, and 
the constant aim is to give a deep and abid> 
ing impression of reUgious things. 

During last summer, a school was opened 
at Bludan, a village among the mountains, 
several hours distant from Damascus, and 
preaching was had every Sabbath of the 
continuance of the mission families there 
daring the warm season. The school has 
been continued throughout the year. 

The Board have great pleasure in men- 
tioning that the most cordial and pleasant 
relations still subsist between our own la- 
bourers in Damascus and those of the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland. They form in reality 
one mission, and mutually share all its toils, 
its expenses, and its joys. As thus con- 
stituted, the mission has had, during the 
most of the year, the following members : — 
Rev. Messrs G. Lansing, James A. Frazier, 
and Dr J. G. Paulding, together with their 
families, and Miss Sarah B. Dales, from the 
Associate Reformed Church; and Rev. 
Messrs S. Robson and J. L. Porter, and 
their families, from the Presbyterian Church 
of Ireland. 

With great regret, however, the board 
have to announce that the health of Rev. 
Mr Lansing has been in a declining state for 
some time ; and there being no prospect of 
his being early able to prosecute his labours, 
it has been deemed advisable for him and 
his family to return to his native country. 
They left Damascus for this purpose on the 
lOth of April. Nothing but the most im- 
perative sense of duty constrained him to 
take this step ; and the most earnest prayer 
is asked that this mysterious dispensation of 
Divine providence, by which a man emi- 
nently fitted for his work, and already greatly 
blessed in it, b thus laid aside, may be sanc- 
tified for some good end. From a variety of 
curcumstances, also, Dr Paulding, who had 
been engaged in the mission from its com- 
mencement, has felt himself constrained to 
leave, with his family, at least for a time. 
Thus two most active and useful members of 
the mission have been removed. The loss 
of their labours, their counsels, and in some 
respects their superior qualifications, is and 
will be painfully felt ; and every consideration 
calls for their place to be promptly, and as 
far as possible, fully supplied. 

In oonelusion, in view of the great and 
important changes taking place throughout 
the Turkish Empire, and especially in 



Syria— of the great and effectual door of 
access that is opening up slowly, but surely, 
to the vast multitude of the Mohammedan 
popul&tion, and of the increasing desires for 
religious instruction, both from the preacher 
and the teacher — and especially in view of 
the dealings of Providence with our own mission 
in Damascus — (giving steady fruit and en- 
couragement to our labours on the one hand, 
and on the other putting our faith and zeal 
to the test in removing beloved and impor- 
tant labourers from the field) — we would 
render thanksgiving for all the good that 
has been done — humble ourselves under the 
hand that is now so sorely visiting the 
mission, and devote ourselves as a church 
anew to the great work, asking, * Whom 
shall we send, and who will go for us?' — 
and giving God no rest until He arise and 
have His righteousness go forth as brightness, 
and his salvation as a lamp that bumeth. 

ALEXANDRIA IN EGYPT. 

PROTESTANT SCHOOL. 

It will gratify the friends of Protestant 
Education to learn, that the committee have 
secured the services, as superintendent, of 
Mr Hogg, lately a teacher in one of the 
Edinburgh educational institutions. From 
Mr Hogg's high qualifications for the impor- 
tant work, there is good reason to hope that 
his labours will prove a lasting benefit to the 
youth of Alexandria. It is expected that 
Mr Hogg will leave this country in the 
month of October next. Contributions in 
aid of Protestant Education at Alexandria 
will be received by William Leckie, Esq., 
Commercial Bank, Edinburgh; or, by Mr 
John M'Callam, 75 St George's Place, 
Glasgow. 

PARIS. 

Mr Brunner, (British Society), writes : — 

Amidst many obstructions peculiar to my 
field of operation, the Lord is still continuing 
to give me from time to time some precious 
fruit upon my labour. 

My convert. Miss M , was baptised 

last Sunday by Mr Lovitt, in Chapelle Mar- 
boeuf. Mr Lovitt preached a sermon adap- 
ted for the occasion. The baptism took place 
afler the service, but the whole congregation 
remained, and it was visible that all were 
deeply impressed and edified by the public 
testimony of this daughter of Abraham. 
Many of the congregation came up to shake 
hands with the convert, heartily welcoming 
her into the brotherhood of Christ's visible 
Church. Pastor Birdier and his wife and 
Miss Leslie were the sponsors. 

I have during the month made several new 
Jewish acquaintances, both German and 
French, who, by their favourable disposition 
towards Christian truth, betray an lUmost 
instiiiotive preference for Christianity, with- 
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oatj howerer, thair being able to aooonnt finr 

it. 

One of them, Mr L (a Bavarian Jew), 

desired, immediatelj on my first interview 
with hhn, to be baptised as soon as possible, 
beoaose, he said, he was sure he would die 
very soon, and he woald wish to die a Chris- 
tian. But finding him thoroughly ignorant 
of his religion, I told him that he ooold not 
be baptised before he had passed a regular 
coarse of instruction, and given evidence of 
a converted heart. He could not at first 
understand this, or the reason and importance 
of any delay, anid said in anger, that if I would 
not have him baptised, he would apply to 
some other pastor. I had much work before 
I could impress him with the solemn import- 
ance of this step-^what it required of him 
both spiritually and intellectually ; and that 
it would be a blasphemy, deservbg of God's 
wrath, if it were to be done indiscriminately 
by the inspiration of a fancy, and not by the 
sense of a spiritually lost condition, and the 
necessity of peace and reconciliation with God 
through Christ. I supplied him with a New 
Testament, and requested him to read prayer- 
fully, and reserve for me to explain what 
might appear to him obscure. 

A young man, Mr F— (a Pmsnan), 
whom I met in the street, and with whom, 
perceiving him to bo a Jew, I entered into 
conversation, has since then been visiting me, 
and manifesting much interest in the gospel 
of Christ. I am reading' with him the New 
Testament, and he may, I trust, by God's 
blessing, be benefited by it. 

Mr S— — , a most interesting Jew, who 
has occupied the office of Shoohet and Cha- 
san in a Jewish community in France, has 
been recommended to me by Mr Frankel in 
Lyons. He calls upon me very often, and 



we have most pleasant oonvenatiooa on 
Christian topics. He is serionslj and with 
full purpose of heart seekmg the tmUi. I 
supplied him with a Hebrew New Testament 

I met, the other day, two venerable-look- 
ing men in Oriental costume, but of daoidedly 
Jewish features. I approached them, and 
asked them in Hebrew whether ibej were 
Jews. Their answer was, Yes, tar. After a 
few farther questions, I found that one of 
them was a native of Jassj (Moldavia), but 
residing in Constantinople, and the other a 
native of that place. Aa the one of Jaasy 
spoke German pretty well, I entered inth 
hun into conversation. But ai soon as I 
touched the subject of Christian troth, a kmk 
of intelligence was interchanged ^between 
them, and after a few words between them- 
selves, the one who was carrying on the con- 
versation said to me most politely, that they 
had already met and conversed with several 
missionaries in the Holy Land, and that from 
what they had seen of them they admired 
their love and zeal, but as for the dfums of 
Jesus of Nazareth they reject them, and even 
refuse discussion. I asked whether this re- 
jection was the result of prgndice, or of ripe 
examination of God's holy Word. • No ; I, 
for my part,' he answered, * have read the 
New Testament, and fSur firom being blindly 
prejudiced against Jesus, I thfaik him indeed 
a prophet ; but I do not go farther.' I re- 
quested them to accompany me to my house, 
when I would endeavour to prove to them 
from Scripture, that Jesus was the Me«sh, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father ; but 
they refused. 

My convert. Miss M , has for the mo- 
ment obtained a few pupils, whom she 
instructs in murio and Englbb. 



MISCELLANEA. 



iLLBXA2n)BiA, EaTFT— JetMsA AnHquUks, 
One of the synagogues here possesses a 
copy of the Hebrew Bible, which is held in 
the greatest veneration. It is written on 
parchments, and has neither vowel points 
nor musical accents, and is considered of the 
highest antiquity. There is also preserved 
in the synagogue of the village Mahala 
Chibira (large village), a place about twenty 
miles distant from Alexandria, a soroll of 
the law written by Aben Ezra himself, whose 
name is inscribed on it, which is also held 
in the greatest veneration.-— JWsA Chron. 

PALESTINB— OafttiMi^ion qfihe Land, 
Through a correspondent, near Jafia, we 
have just learned one significant fact. The 
Hebrew Biarrah whioh Mrs Minor leased 
and ooltivated, and which she afterwards 
cUq^oied of to Sir Moses Montefiore, the 



wealthy Jewish banker, is now onltivatod by 
Jewish labour, under the direotaon of that 
gentieman ; and this is the marvel, that his 
plui is so much favoured by the Turkish 
government, that the Sultan has Erected the 
governor of Jaffna to send three aoldiera every 
night to protect the Biarrah. Soch a man 
of fitvour could not have been antioipatsd 
-two years ago, and is most signifioant of 
a ohange whioh will result fisvourably ftr 
the Jews. The beautifully aitnatcd plot 
of ground purchased by Mrs Minor In the 
same neighbourhood, and whioh she named 
Mount Hope, is now under the direction of 
her former assistant, Mr John Steinbeek, 
and he is planting sind cultivating it with 
promising success. In a quarter of a cen- 
tury from this, we doubt not, Palestine will 
again be a land of figs and vmea and olives^ 
a land Qtbmitj,-^Pr«9bif9$Hm. 
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reuce has taken place which, in conjunction with it, disposes us to augur still 
more fiivoorably fbr the future of our Northern brethren. The czar has Srected 
a number of Jews to repair to the capital in order to form a council on Jewish 
affairs. Now a similar order was given some sixteen years ago, in the preceding 
rdgn, under the auspices of the then Minister of Public instruction. Count 
Uwaroff, now deceased. And if the expedient was ban-en of any beneficial 
result, it is understood that the failure can be traced to the highest personago 
then in the state, who, by the fiendish ukases hurled forth against the Jews 
immediately before, during, and afler the pretended deliberations had been com- 
menced ostensibly designed for their mental improvement, produced the firmly 
rooted impression that he only mocked tlicui, and that his only object was to 
accomplish their absorption into the mass of the Russian Christians. No wonder 
that, under such circumstances, the Jews, bearing in mind the ancient warning 
note, * Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes,^ should have viewed with the greatest 
suspicion any measures emanating from St Petersburg, and should have met 
them with a stubborn, albeit tacit opposition, which deprived them of every salu- 
tary influence. With this example of failure before him, we are certainly not 
prepared to suppose that the present emperor would try the same experiment 
agam without endeavouring to remove the cause which frustrated his prede- 
cessor's design, if design he really had, to promote the welfare of his Jewish sub- 
jects by raismg their intellectual and moral standard. The ground in which the 
seed-corn is to geiminate, sprout, and bring forth, must be moistened and soft- 
ened befoi*e, whilst, and after receiving the precious deposit. A soil on which 
heaven^s dew never sparkles, and the sun^s rays never glisten, must remain barren 
for ever. The most salutary measure emanating from a council presided over by 
imperial commissioners, must remain ineffectual, unless the confidence of those to 
be legislated for be previously obtained. Let the emperor convince his Jewish 
subjects that in his dealings with them he is guided by no other motives save 
those by which an affectionate parent is prompted in controlling and regulating 
the movements of a wayward, sickly, and neglected child. Above all, let him 
convince them that he is not actuated by sinister conversion motives. Let him 
annul all those privileges and immunities accorded to apostates. Let him remove 
at once all those disabilities which, whilst they neither enrich the im[>erial exche- 
quer nor protect the country from any mischief which some imaginary Jewish 
vice might inflict, only serve to impoverish the Jew physically, to deteriorate 
him morally, and to embitter his feelings against his tormentors. Let the 
emperor pursue such a plan, and if the tJewisli heart be constituted like that of 
other human beings, if it be the seat of emotions, affections, and feelings — if the 
immutable laws of nature be something more than the passing whims of a capri- 
cious woman, if they are at all to be depended on as something solid and un- 
changeable, then the ultimate necessary consequence of such a policy, persevered 
in for some time, must be a total change in the views, habits, and customs of 
the Russian Jews, then it is sure to obtain more than it actually aims at. The 
icy rind enshrouding the Jewish heart will melt away under the. operation of 
genial rays issuing firom the imperial countenance, even as the beams of the sun, 
in the returning spring, burst asunder the iron bands in which grim winter 
fettered the susceptible earth. 

A better proof of the necessity of such a policy cannot be found than that 
derived from the ukase of the late emperor ordering the Jews to exchange their 
peculiar costume for the garb of the other inhabitants of the country. What- 
ever the motive of the decree, its execution could not but have ultimately exer- 
cised the most beneficial influence upon those affected by it. The pecuhar cos- 
tume of the Russian Jew is the yellow patch which, in former years, every Jew 
was obliged to attach to some conspicuous part 6f his dress. It was the Cain's 
sign by which he was distinguished from the rest of the population, by which 
he was marked out as the pariah of mankind, by which he was singled 
out as the scorn and by- word of the human race^ as the object which might 
with impunity serve as the taiget for the deadly missiles of the bigot, thefanatio« 
find the murderer. Once this yellow patch on him, he must have felt like the 
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deer in the chase, he must have felt like the down-troddeu, crashed, writhing 
worm — must have felt himself a being hunted on all sides, beyond the protection 
of the law, in a state of savage warfare with society, and, in self-defence, free 
from all those moral obligations which society did not observe towards him. 
The decree which freed the Jews from wearing the badge of physical slavery 
and moral degradation was the beginning of a new era in Jewish development, 
was the turning point in their long downward career on the path of calamity. 
Henceforth their fortunes, having sunk to the lowest depth, began to rise. Thb 
happy release from an ignominious badge was big with Israel's glorious future. 
It was in fact the most important step towards Israel's mental emancipation, 
more important than the removal of any other imposition. Now it is precisely 
the same benefit which the enjoined change of the peculiar costume was calcu- 
lated to confer upon the Kussian Jews. They could not have been so blind as 
not to perceive the advantages of this change, or so stupid as not to understand 
them if explained to them. And yet the greatest opposition was raised to the 
execution of this ukase, and its issue deplored as a dire calamity. Something of 
this feeling, it is true, must be ascribed to the harshness with which the decree 
. was enforced even upon those whose means did not permit them all at once to 
go to the necessary outlay involved in procurin<T new suits of clothes for them- 
selves and numerous dependants, and to whom, being advanced in life, the old 
costume, from long habit and association, had become endeared and connected 
with ideas of sacredness, and who, moreover, were past the age when their limbs 
possessed the flexibility for adapting themselves to the new garb. But yet this 
harshness alone was not sufficient to account for the universal reprobation with 
which the order was received. Some other cause must have been at work power- 
ful enough to poison the mind against so beneficial a measure. This cause could 
not have been anything else than the suspicion with which every ukase affecting 
the Jews was received by that body. It had been preceded and followed by 
a number of decrees the manifest object of which was the physical and mental 
annihilatipn of the Jews, to whom no other door of escape was lefb open except 
that which led b<eyond the pale of their community into the lap of the orthodox 
Greek church. 

But not only was apostacy thus indirectly aimed at, but direct premiums were 
held out. The deserter from the Jewish ranks enjoyed privileges altogether 
denied to the born Greek Christian. He was free from military service, and free 
from taxes for a number of years, and perhaps enjoyed some other immunities 
with which we are not acquainted. Those who know the oppression under which 
■ the Eussian Jews groan, and the horror with which they view a military service, 
entailing upon them all the hardships without any of the compensations attached 
to a Russian soldicr^s life, will easily understand the temptation thus held cot 
to apostacy. No wonder, therefore, that the mass confounded this ukase with 
the others, and suspected some hidden motive in it which they dreaded the 
more the Iqgs they were able to fathom it. Firmly convinced as they were that 
the government aimed at their destruction, they, in self-defence, opposed every 
ukase, whatever its ostensible object. And so will it be as long as the Kussiiui 
Government will not eradicate this conviction. But this cannot be effected by 
mere words. It can only be accomplished by a policy opposite to that hitherto 
pursued. 

Are we mistaken if we ascribe to Alexander II. such a line of policy in b's 
dealings with his Jewish subjects? We can only repeat what we stated before. 
The general benevolence displayed by him, the peaceful policy adopted by him, 
evidently aiming at the commercial development of the immense resources of a 
boundless empire, combined with the other indications commented upon, incline 
J lis to the belief that he will.— h7€m?w^ Chronicle, 
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ISHMAEL AND ISRAEL. 



The position and history of the son of Hagar present a very vivid picture 
of the destinies of the literal Israel. The manner in v^hich the prophet 
Isaiah has woven into allegorical apostrophe the facts connected with his 
birth, and the circumstance that the allegory has been re-produced and 
accompanied vnth some sentences of expository comment by the apostle 
Paul^ appear to warrant the conclusion, that there was a designed em- 
blematical foreshowing of things to come in the early story of IshmaeL 
Wq propose to touch on some obvious points in the comparison between 
the life of the son of the bond-woman, and the children of Abraham^ 
Isaac and Jacob, according to the flesh. 

And, first of all, the son of Hagar was the bond- woman's offspring. 
His mother was a slave. Isaac was the child of the free. In like man- 
ner, the nation to which pertained the giving of the law, was by that 
very law placed in a condition of tutelage, differing not from that of 
servitude. The covenant of Mount Sinai, as its very name in Arabic 
(Hagar) served to hint, was a covenant gendering to bondage. Its 
aspect, as a law added to the promise (though by no means did it dis- 
annul that promise,) was of severe restraint and burdensome requirement. 
It was framed so as to bring home the sense of sin, and teach the impos- 
sibility of atoning for it by deeds of human obedience ; and thus, as by a 
painful discipline, to shut up to a better hope. The sweet stream of grace 
flowing down from previous days was not dried up at Horeb ; but there 
was added an infusion of the bitter water which by itself causeth the 
curse, flavouring the draught. And through the tendency of the human 
heart to seek salvation by the fulfilment of a righteousness for itself, the 
ceremonial institutions of the Jewish economy became to many a yoke in- 
capable of being borne. The bondsmen of the law were indeed happier 
than the world's freemen ; but even apart from their own misinterpreta- 
tion of its object, they were under the restraints imposed on minors, and 
not yet admitted to the ' sonship ' of the children of God. The natural 
descendants of Jacob, who were no more, were but the Ishmael of Abra- 
ham's fiunily ; and those among them who were children by virtue of a 
higher aflUiation, had yet to wait for the day of manly liberty. The 
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discipline of the house, as ordered by the Mosaic institute, was that of 
servants, not sons. 

But for a period, Ishraael, though the offspring of a slave, dwelt in his 
father's house ; and to those who knew not the promise, and probably to 
himself, appeared the heir of Abraliam's possessions. For some twelve 
years the boy grew up amidst his father's tents, and none could be sup- 
posed likely to dispute his claim to be inhentor of all. His privileges 
the while were great : he received the rite of circumcision, the token of 
the covenant, and shared in tlie advantages of Abraham's family-training. 
He was very dear to Abraham, and received many tokens of his affections. 
Ho received, doubtless, the deference and regard due to their master's 
son by all his numerous dependants, to many of whom it would seem he 
should, by and by, be lord of all. Such thoughts, doubtless, filled his 
own mind, fed by his mother's proud and fond suggestions, and found 
expression afterwards in his mockery of Isaac. Even so, the natural 
Israel dwelt in the land of promise with the God of their fathers, were 
covered with the shadow of his mighty protection, and were trained, and 
loved, and defended as his first-born son. Who could suppose that 
Israel was otherwise than his peculiar people, to whom was to be given 
the goodly heritage of the nations in perpetuity ? Whatever others might 
deem regarding them, such mistaken thoughts of pride filled their own 
bosoms. They imagined themselves, by virtue of their descent from 
Abraham, God's peculiar possession inalienably, and thought it enough 
to say, * We have Abraham to our father,' to establish their claims to a 
proud supremacy over all nations. They dreamt to the last, therefore, 
of a kingdom to which all the world should be subjected, and supposed 
that by the sway of a Jewish sceptre over subjugated humanity, their 
father must inherit the promise that he should be the heir of the world. 
Their descendants cling to the dream still. 

But Ishmael was not the heir. The child born to inherit was the 
younger Isaac, the son of the free. So the inheritors of the great pro- 
mise, that Abraham should be the father of many nations, were not his 
natural posterity, as such, but the children of his faith and spirit. The 
covenant peculiar to Israel was not to sway the world, but to be abro- 
gated by the introduction of another, more spiritual, loving, and free. 
Sinai must yield to Zion, and Sarah prevail over Hagar. Even while 
the child of the bond-woman was as yet Abraham's only son, the father 
knew that the birthright was not his, and waited for that other son of 
promise. And even while Jewish privilege lasted in its exclusiveness, 
the literal seed the true children of Abraham were not ; but an inner 
Israel, whose lineal successors, by that affiliation which made them his 
true children, are all, both Jews and Gentiles, who are partakers of his 
faith, and walk in his steps. * For they are not all Israel that are of 
Israel,' and * the children of the promise are counted for the seed.' 

It may be remarked, moreover, that but for failing faith, and feeble 
hope, and querulous impatience, there had been no Ishmael in the tents 
of Abraham. Had Sarah and her husband clung, as they should and 
might have done, to the sure word of promise, they had fallen on no self- 
contrived and sinful device to hasten its fulfilment, and Hagar had not been 
given into her master's bosom. And had the successors of the ancient 
church, the believing men of patriarchal times — the Jerusalem which is 
above, and the mother of us all — been able to hold their faith and 
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hope steadily through the generations which were to elapse before Christ 
should appear, there had been no need for the bondage-gendering 
covenant of Sinai. But it was added because of transgressions till the 
seed should come. The nation of Israel, held together, and apart from 
other peoples of the earth, by their peculiar covenant, were in some 
sense a seed of God in the world, till He, the promised seed, should ap- 
pear — his first-born child ; till it should appear that there was one far 
other and higher Son, who is the heir of all. 

When, therefore, Isaac was born, he was proclaimed heir, and Ishmael 
was cast out. Yet not without his own guilt in mocking the child of pro- 
mise. Secure of his right, as he dceracd, because the first-bom, he 
forgot that he was son of the bond-woman, and could neither be heir 
instead of, nor with the free-born Isaac. Subjection alone to the younger- 
born, as the rightful inheritor of all, could have secured his place in 
Abraham's family. Even so, the Jew after the flesh, lost, as such, all his 
special privileges, when the old economy was supplanted by the king- 
dom of heaven. Jesus is born, and, after his suffering work, ascends to 
reign ; and the literal Israel, as a son of God, ceases. In Him all nations 
are blessed, and not one has pre-eminence. They alone of the outward 
Israel, are in the holy nation now, who become sons of God by a higher 
relationship ; * who are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.' And when ir any of the proud nation, 
loath to be disinherited, unwilling to reign only in Jesus, and with their 
Gentile brethren sharing the throne, claiming still to be the peculiar 
people, mocked at the spiritual kingdom the gospel sets up, the sentence 
was uttered, Cast out the bond-woman and her son ; and with an abro- 
gated economy was joined a disinherited, dispersed, and outcast nation. 
Then Israel, the literal, became the wild man, his hand against every 
man, and every man's hand against him. 

Is Israel scattered never to be again gathered? Are the natural 
descendants of the patriarchs cast off for ever ? Have they stumbled 
that they should fall? No; that prayer was heard, O that Ishmael 
might live before thee ! His very name says, God hears. From his wild 
haunts he shall come back again, not to supplant Isaac, but be one with 
him. The outward Israel shall become part of the true, and shall reign 
with Jesus. The Jews are yet beloved for the fathers' sakcs, and shall 
yet share the fathers' inheritance ; whether the outward possessions given 
to Abraham or no, matters comparatively little. Thus, after all, the 
child of the bond-woman shall inherit with Sarah's son, even Isaac ; or 
rather, shall be one with Isaac, included in the people prefigured by the 
child of promise — the Israel of God, that serve David their king, and 
rule with him in the latter days. 

What is the lesson of these reflections ? Let us not flatter the Jew. His 
blood-connection with Abraham is worth little of itself. If I am Christ's, 
I have a far closer connection with Abraham than he has. He is of 
Ishmael, I of Israel. Let us, then, shall we say, despise the Jew 1 God 
forbid. Nay, but seek his true affiliation to the Abrahamic stock. 
Ishmael may become Israel, and as for the similarity of names the change 
might seem the more easily affected, and so, for his old faith, the Jew 
might seem the more likely to be won. And when the Hon after the flesh 
shall become a child after the spirit, wo shall not forget even his blood- 
claim, but rejoice with a peculiar joy over this son dead, but alive again ; 
lost, but found. ^'» 
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PROSPECTS OF THE RUSSIAN JEWS. 

The following article from the editorial columns of the Jewish Chronicle ro^j 
interest the reader, as drawing attention to important facts affecting the Jew 
transpiring in the Rassian empire, and presenting the light in which these are 
regarded b^ intelligent Israelites among ourselves. It will be borne in mind 
that the writer of the article is not a Christian, and speaks from his own point 
of view in describing Jews converted to the faith of Jesus as apostates, and 
associating endeavours to convert them with sinister motives. Conversicms, 
however, it needs hardly bo said, which are the fruits of coercion or of bribe, 
pecuniary or political, which are the fruit of anything else than honest conviction, 
we ourselves utterly disclaim and abhor. We would win the Jew only by 
opening and alleging from the scriptures, that the Christ must have suffered, and 
that this Jesus whom Paul preached, is He: — 

An event has just passed off in the north of Europe, which, devoid as it is of 
meaning to the Eastern and Western Jews, is yet full of significancy to our 
Russian co-religionists. The coronation of the czar, which in England will only 
interest as a pageant on an unparalleled scale, was yet attended by a phenome- 
non which a natural sympathy with unfortunate brethren in faith cannot view 
with indifference. For the first time since the Romanoffs mounted the throne 
of the Muscovites, and perhaps for the first time since Christian princes received 
the homage of Christian nations, have Jews, at> representatives of their bodr, 
been invited to witness the performance of the august ceremony. Alexander II., 
in summoning before his throne, at the inauguration of his reign, delegates from 
all religious denominations, has thus clearly taken notice of them, has thus 
plainly recognised their separate existence, in contradistinction to the dominant 
orthodox church, and has thus evinced a liberality of sentiment, and an enlarge* 
ment of view, on a par with what was witnessed at Paris when another emperor 
lately wished the chief of the Central Consistory to be present at the baptism of 
the heir-apparent. This notice of the existence of the Jewish body at so grand 
a solemnity, deserves the more attention the more strongly it contrasts with the 
manifest aversion to the Jews exhibited by Nicholas on every fitting or unfitting 
occasion, which never permitted him to take cognizance of them except when 
new taxes had to be imposed, fresh expulsions to be decreed, fresh razzias to be 
made on their children, new restrictions to be imposed upon them, and fresh 
indignities to be offered to their feelings. Nicholas I. never remembered his 
Jewish subjects but in wrath. If his predecessors ruled them with rods, he 
chastised them with scorpions. 

Are we to consider this phenomenon as the harbinger of a good time coming? 
Is it the solitary swallow, the arrival of which, after a long and dreary winter, is 
hailed, because ushering in the genial spring, or is it the mirage in the desert, 
misleading the parched wanderer with the deceitful appearance of a refreshing 
pool ? It is impossible for us to decide with certainty. From various general 
observations, however, which we have made in the Northern political atmos- 
phere, and from some special indications which have lately transpired, we are 
disposed to regard the occurrence upon which we comment as the small clond of 
the prophet, foreboding the close of the reign of terror. It is true that the 
various statements made in the newspapers announcing the repeal of burdensome 
and degrading disabilities have not been confirmed by later accounts. But then, 
on the other hand, we do not hear of any new disqualification, any new insults 
or firesh persecutions ; and a stand-still in such a nefarious career might, with 
some semblance of hope, be considered as the turning point, as that apparent 
pause when a patient, having passed the crisis, is on the point of gaining strength. 

It is true the emperor has lately decreed that illegitimate Jewish boys should 
be enrolled in the army. But then this ukase was not levelled exclusively at the 
Jews, but likewise referred to Protestants, and cannot therefore be considered 
as the offspring of that rabid hatred to the Jews which characterised the decrees 
of his immediate predecessor. 

Simultaneously with this auspicious notice of the Jewish body, another occur- 
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are such, that all the faculties of their 
miiids are wrapt ap in the love of money, 
the root of aJl eYil. 

Let me assure yon, that even a Moses 
here would require an Aaron to uphold 
his handSf from sunrise to sunset; and 
a Jeremiah would pray for a flow of tears, 
that he might weep day and night ; and 
an Ezekiel would ask, ^ Can these bones 
live ?' Much of the same I do feel, and 
often conclude my prayers vnth the 
^words, out of the depths of my heart, 
'O Lord, how long?* 

From this faithful picture you will sec 
what a faith we need here, in the midst 



of such an atmosphere, and constant 
struggles ; and that, if wc expect to ac- 
complish anything here for the establish- 
ment of the Kcdeemefs kingdom, among 
Jews and Gentiles, in this great city, we 
must concentrate the most of our efforts 
to change the mind of the rising genera- 
tion. Let me entreat your prayers on 
behalf of Israel, who ^hear, but do not 
understand, and see, but perceiye not,* 
that the time for their deliverance from 
darkness may speedily amve, because by 
that wonderful lever the Lord may still 
do great things, at wliich the nations 
shall be astonished. 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



SALONICA. 
Church of Scotland Jewish Mission. 
By the Missionary Record we are informed 
that ' the Jews of Salonica are in a most 
accessible and hopeful state.' The fol- 
lowing are extracts from Mr Rosenbcr^^b 
journal : — 

* I have to give you an account of our 
conversations with four Mohammedans, 
two of whom are Turks by birth, and of 
the other two the one is by birth a 
Greek, and the other a son of Abraham, 
— ^both he and the Greek having embraced 
the Mohammedan religion several years 
ago. Of the two who are Mohammedans 
by birth, one is a priest, and appears to 
be rather of a serious disposition, and 
anxious to find out the true religion. On 
coming to our Magazine, he inquired for 
tJie Protestant priest, meaning me. When 
I asked him what he wanted, he said : " I 
wish to know which is the true religion, 
because I wish to die in it. Now that we 
have got liberty to confess openly any 
religion we choose, I should lllte to hear 
from you about your religion as much us 
possible." Upon this we had some dis- 
cussion together, and he left the place 
promising to come again and bring some 
of his friends with him. The other Turk 
came to our colporteur, asking from him 
the Protestant Book, by which he meant 
our Bible. His reason for buying the 
Protestant Book was, he said, because it 
was the best book, and the Protestants 
were the best people, of whom he wished 
to be one after some time. This individual 
has since visited our Magazine again. 

' The Greek likewise came to our Maga- 
zine expressing his desire to abandon the 
Hohammedan religion, and to become a 
member of the Protestant Church, which, 
so far as he has read in the gospels, and 
in some of the Protestant books, appears 
to him to be the truest and nearest to the 
New Testament of all the Christian chur- 
ches. 

* The Jew, who likewise became a Mo- 
hammedan several years ago, is one with 
whom I have had frequent intercourse 
previously, but he never manifested such 



eumestness as on this occasion. He came, 
as he himself expressed it to our colpor- 
teur on a subsequent day, with his mind 
made up to leave his family and his pro- 
perty, and begged that I Avould recom- 
mend to him some place out of Turkey 
where ho could go and make an open 
profession of the Christian religion, and 
where he could spend the remainder of 
his days among Christians. I told him 
that the place where I would recommend 
him opcnlj^ to profess the Christian reli- 
gion, is decidedly the veiy place in which 
he now is with his family and friends, 
witliout being ashamed or afraid of any 
one ; and I further told him that in this 
way he might be the instrument in God's 
hand of leading his family and many 
others besides, to the knowledge of the 
tmth.' 

CONSTANTINOPLK 

FREE CHURCH MISSION. 

Confession of a Jew^ish Physician. — The 
following narrative of one born and edu- 
cated in Jewish prejudices, but now, we 
tiTist, savingly enlightened in the know- 
ledge of fhrist, hap several striking points 
about it : — 

1. It exhibits the silent working of the 
Bible in the Turkish empire. No mission- 
ary or colporteur \isited this man. God 
sent His Word and healed him. In this 
we see a Divine hand beckoning us to a 
scene of labour where the Holy Spirit is 
already present, and waits to second with 
his blessing our humble efforts. 

2. It exhibits very affectingly the dark- 
ness of that veil that is still on the mind 
of the Jew in the reading of Moses and 
the prophets. The Old Testament ap- 
peared to this man, he tells us, but chaos. 
At length he saw a Messiah who must 
suffer before he could reign, but still he 
could not see in the Old Testament the 
Christ of the New. The mist of Jewish 
prejudice still lay deep on the inspired 
page. After nmch examination of the 
Word of God, the light broke, and He 
who revealed himself of old to Saul of 
Tarsus, revealed himself to this man as 
the Messiah promised to the fathers. 
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3. Although the story is of one, yet it 
exhibits and illustrates the case of many. 
In this man behold his whole race — the 
darkness in which they arc held; — the 
conflict — varied in particulars, but the 
same in its general character — through 
which all of them must pass, who shall 
prove to be the heirs of salvation. And 
behold also in type the final and glorious 
emancipation from the bondage of unbe- 
lief into the liberty of the sons of God, 
which awaits that people, and which is 
connected with so many rich blessings 
to the world, and with the consummation 
of so many great providences that the 
church may well be in pain till it be ac- 
complished. 

Mr Thomson of Constantinople, writing 
to the Convener, thus says : — 

The "Word of God has penetrated into 
many a comer of this land where no 
missionary had ever gone, and there has 
been the instrument, in the hands of the 
Spirit, of leading souls to the knowledge 
of God. This had been experienced among 
the Armenians especially, and some others, 
but we had had no example of it among 
the house of Israel to my knowledge. 
About three weeks ago, however, a Span- 
ish Jew from Gumuijina, a small town 
about half-way between Salouica and the 
Dardanelles, was brought to the house of 
Mr Turner, as an inquirer who desired 
Christian instruction. His appearance 
bespoke the utmost respectability, and he 
informed us, as we have also learned from 
others, that he has been for many years 
a physician of considerable reputation in 
the town of his residence. From his 
earliest years he had been of a thought- 
ful disposition; and from the general 
intercourse which his father, who was 
also a physician, had with all classes of 
the community, he had of course become 
acquainted with the points in dispute be- 
tween Jews and Christians. The result 
was, that he became desirous to examine 
the Scriptures for himself ; and he informs 
me that from the simple comparison of 
Old Testament Scripture with Scripture, 
he became convinced, some years ago, that 
the Messiah should suffer and then enter 
into glory. This may not appear surpris- 
ing to members of our churches, who have, 
from their infancy, been familiar with the 
Christian interpretation ; but to us, who 
have witnessed for years Israelites of 
great natural intelligence groping in 
thickest darkness, and utterly unable to 
discover any plan or scheme in the Old 
Testament Scriptures, even with the help 
derived from the general outlines of 
Christianity, with which most of them are 
more or less acquainted, — to us, I repeat, 
this is really a most unusual and a most 
encouraging spectacle. How long he 
continued in this way examining the Old 
Testament and the commentaries and 
Targums in repute among his people, I 
am not able to say ; but about threeyears 
ago he procured an Italian New Testa- 
ment from the Greek Bishop of Gumur- 



jina, which immensely aided his inquiries. 
His interest now became deeper than ever, 
but, not being quite familiar with Italian, 
he procured the following year both a 
Spanish and a Hebrew New Testament 
from Salonica, through some Greek mer- 
chants who visited that town. His opin- 
ions now ripened into entire conviction ; 
he nearly quite separated himself from 
the sjmagogue, and made no secret of his 
persuasion of the truth of the Gospel. 
Earnestly desirous now of finding some 
one who might instruct him in the truth, 
he went a year ago to Hadrianople, and 
there found one of the catechists employ- 
ed by the American Mission to the Ar- 
menians. He had a good deal of conver- 
sation with him, but on several points he 
failed to have his difficulties cleared 
away. Unable to remain longer in sus- 
pense, he came here, as I have said, more 
than three weeks ago, in hopes of finding 
some one who could remove his difficul- 
ties, and explain to him clearly the way 
of life. 

He first asked for the Bible Magazine 
in Constantinople, and very providentially 
found there, on a short visit, the very 
catechist whom he had seen the year 
before at Hadrianople. They mutually 
recognised each other, and the testimony 
borne to him by the catechist was of no 
small value to us in judging of his case, 
viz., ' That he had seen him a year ago, 
and that then, at Hadrianople, he was 
manifestly somewhat enlightened and 
loved the truth.' His knowledge we found 
just what might have been expected,— 
clear on such points as the Godhead aod 
Messiahship of the Lord Jesus, the depra- 
vity and ruin of man, the atonement 
through the death of the Redeemer, the 
invitation to repent and believe, and even 
the freeness and universality of the offers 
of mercy ; but, on the other hand, very 
defective in connected systematic A-iews, 
and equally so in logical definitions of 
even such important doctrines as * justifi- 
cation, sanctification, regeneration,' &c 
But this did not surprise us, and we were 
happy to find him extremely conscious of 
his ignorance, grateful for any pains 
taken to instnict him, and, as far as we 
could judge, simply desirous to confess 
the name of the Lord Jesus and to do his 
will. But he had merely come on a short 
visit, and could not prolong his stay, as he 
had neither brought the necessary means 
with him, nor made provision for the 
support of his family for more than a 
verj' short time. And now, when he ex- 
pressed a very earnest desire for baptism, 
it was no easy matter to determine what 
was the path of duty. Our acquaintance 
with him had been very brief, and the 
prevailing character of -the natives of this 
country justifies but too well a careful 
examination even .of the most ho[>eful 
appearances. On the other hand, he bad 
manifestly become well acquainted with 
the gospel in general, and with the cen- 
tral doctrines of the person and the priestly 
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office of the Redeemer in particular ; he 
seemed deeply convinced of sin ; his whole 
deportment was marked by the utmost hu- 
mility and teachableness ; he had incurred 
no small expense in coming; to Constanti- 
nople; and he was prepared to confess the 
name of Christ as a Protestant in a town 
where there Avas not, and was not likely 
soon to be, another except himself. It 
was plain he had nothing to gain, while 
he might on good grounds fear persecu- 
tion, and for that he seemed prepared. 
After much prayerful intercourse with 
him almost daily, both on JMr Turner's 
part and my own, and after both Mr 
Tomory and the Rev. Mr Goodell, who 
also conversed with him, had concurred 
with us in thinking him a fit subject for 
baptism, it was resolved, though not with- 
out considerable anxiety, to administer 
the ordinance. Accordingly, on the morn- 
ing of Sabbath last, the 29th of June, after 
I had preached in Spanish from Acts 
xxvi. 18, Mr David Attass, for that is his 
name, was baptised by me in the name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. I 
should mention that our Spanish service 
has been resumed, and that wc shall en- 
deavour by all means to continue it in the 
hope of gradually gaining an audience. 
On the^occasion referred to, besides the 
members of the Mission, several Israel- 
ites, both converted and unconverted, 
were present, who manifested the great- 
est interest and solemnity. 

A few days after being baptised, Mr 
Attass returned to his native city. We 
may mention, as a proof the reality of 
grace in his own soul, that before leaving 
he expressed great anxiety for the in- 
stmction and conversion of his wife and 
children, and his desire to remove to 
Constantinople that he and his family 
may enjoy a preached gospel, and that 
his children may attend the school. If 
grace is given him to make his light to 
shinCj one cannot but wish that he should 
remam in his native town, where he may 
become an instrument in the hand of the 
Spirit of communicating a knowledge of 
Christ to the unbelieving Jews and no- 
minal and superstitious Christians around 
him. We commend him to the prayers 
of God's people, and to the grace of Him 
who is able to hold him up, and give him 
* an inheritance among them who are 
sanctified.' — Uncord of the Free Chvrch of 
Scotland. 



MULHOrSE. 

Mr GiNSBURG CBriiish Society) writes : — 
Again we are in Mulhouse, where we have 
been sincerely welcomed, both by Chris- 
tian and Jewish friends. Indeed, though 
my sojum in Creuznach was requisite for 
our health and profitable to the million, 
my immediate return was indispensable. 
The first few days after my arrival, I have 
scarcely been able to take my meals regu- 



larly, on account ©f visitors— Jews and 
Christians. 

I think it was in the month of March 

that I referred to a certain Mr B , 

whose acquaintance I had made, and who 
notwithstanding his best wishes, could 
not visit me, on account of his wife ; but 
the Lord having taken her from him, he 
came at last and took regidar instructions 

from me. ThiB Mr B had, however, 

a few days before I left Mulhouse, unac- 
countably disappeared; and his absent- 
ing himself was the more painful to me, 
as I had expected the same day, the mor- 
ning of which I saw him for the last time, 
that he would introduce his sister to me. 

But B did not come and did not write. 

All my inquiries were fruitless. At his 

former residence I was told that B 

had left Mulhouse: he must have done 
so the very day he visited me. He was 
much prayed for. One afternoon, when 

in Creuznach, sitting with Mrs G and 

sister, and talking of the Jews with whom 
I have been wont to meet, lo ! a letter from 

B ! This, in itself, was a good cause 

for sincere gratitude ; but when I perused 
its contents, my heart was overjoyed to 

find that B had remained faithful to 

his God and our Grod. The reason of his 
sudden disappearance was as follows: His 
sister, the only person to whom he had 
intrusted the secret workings of his heart, 
having divulged them to his parents, 
they all went to om* friend's room, and 
in his absence, broke open his chests, 
emptied them, and took all ('even my 
Bibie^' writes ;poor B- — ,') with them. 

B returning, and finding his goods 

taken, and his private intentions Imown 
to all, but, above all, that his dearest 
sister was his traitor, thought of no 
alternative but to leave town instantly. 

He left for A ^, where he still resides. 

I have answered his kind and faithful 
letter, and received another from him, 
saying, he would absent himself until I 
return. 

A very interesting family is visiting 
me daily; but I must forbear particu- 
lars now. 

You remember Professor K . When 

on my return, I asked him for the news 
in the synagogue, he said: * AU the learn- 
ed Jews with whom I have spoken of kUe, 
agree with me that Talmtdism is decaying 
1L.VPIDLY, and before the end of this century, 
the rising generation will hare hut the recollec- 
tion of its historical existence.^ * You mis- 
sionaries,' added he. *must make haste 
to substitute something better in its 
place, before the world and mammon 
take possession of its followers.' What 
an encouragement, and what an invita- 
tion, for the missionary, the committee, 
the society, nay, the whole of Christendom 
to continue, indeed to increase an hun- 
dred-fold, the work among the Lord's 
people, who assures us, now more than 
ever, that *the year of my redeemed is 
come.' (I^iAb l^i>* 4-) 
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MISCELLANEA. 



DAHAfiCDS. 

In Damascus there has heen within the last 
three weeks no little excitement. It will be 
remembered that aboat fifteen years ago, an 
Italian monk disappeared mysteriously in this 
city. The Jews were accused of murdering 
him, to get his blood for the passover bread/ 
It was in vain they asserted and proved the 
falseness of the charge. Many of them were 
put to the torture ; some died under its fear- 
ful torments, while not a few were brutally 
maimed and mutilated. At last, through the 
interference of England, the persecution was 
stayed ; but the prejudice remains strong in 
the minds of all classes that the Jews were 
guilty ; and every advantage is taken of this 
belief by their enemies. 

During the great feast of Beiram last 
month, when the Moslems were excited by 
revelry, and by the memory of the * charter 
of rights* recently promulgated, a poor Jew 
in some way attracted their attention. He 
was seized and cruelly beaten. To afford 
some excuse for the act, it was asserted that 
he had been detected attempting to carry off 
a Moslem child. The mere statement was 
sufficient to rouse the fury of the mob to the 
highest pitch. They drove him off through 
the city towards the tribunal, and in their way 
committed the most wanton outrages on all 
the Jews they met or saw. Some were 
beaten and wounded, many were stripped and 
robbed, and all were grossly insulted. The 
Pasha immediately commenced an investiga- 
tion. It was soon found that the accusation 
against the poor Jew was without the shadow 
of proof. £ach witness produced told a dif- 
ferent story, and swore to it. One affirmed 
that he had discovered the Jew (an old 
clothes man) carrying off the child in his bag 
from the very centre of the Moslem quarter ! 
' But did the child not cry ?' he was asked. 
* No/ he replied, ' for its mouth was stopped 
with grass, and the Jew had covered it over 
with old shoes.* The child and the bag were 
produced and identified, but it was found that 
the bag was so small, that the child could 
not be forced into it ! The leaders in these 
outrages were then punished, and most of 
those who had been robbed had their pro- 
perty restored to them. 

Such arc the events which prove that the 
bloody spirit of Islam is not yet dead, and that 
only a favourable opportunity is needed to 
see it spread death and desolation around. 
Civil liberty and religious toleration in Tur- 
key are now great theories, but long years of 
labour and strife may intervene before they 
become great facts. — News of Churches, 



following manner: — Istly^ A theologioal 
seminary for the education of rabtns will be 
established at Pesth. 2dly, Every provin- 
cial city being the seat of the district^ 
government will receive a Jewish high 
school. 3dly, To each of those high schools 
will be attached a normal school for tiw 
education of teachers. 4thly, The Jewish 
institution for the deaf and dumb in Yieniu 
is to receive annually 3,000 giuldera, of 
which the poor will reap the benefit.— 
Jewish Chronicle, 

The Jews are increasing very fast, and 
spreading into the villages. — Times. 



HUKOART. 

The Austrian ministry disposed of the 
miUion gnilders, extorted by Gen. Heynau 
&€m th$ Hnqgnrian Jews in ld49y la tbft 



BERLIN. 

A committee has been formed at Berlin to 
raise funds to build a synagogue at Jerusa- 
lem. His majesty the king has auihorised 
the committee to make collections through- 
out Prussia. The president of the conndl 
of ministers, M. Mauteu£fel, has sent a dona- 
tion of thirty frederics d'or for this purpose. 
— Tj Univers Israelite. 

RUSSIA. 

Under date of the Sth of Jane, the Em- 
peror ordered that medical mm, as well as 
all others of the Hebrew peitaasion, who 
should have obtained their diploma of dooton 
at any Russian University, shonld be forth- 
with eligible for situations under govenrnent 
This is a most important conoesaon to the 
members of that persuasion in Rnssia» seeing 
that there are between 6,000 and 7,000 
surgeons attached to the army, and that 
henceforth a Jewish medioal stodenti imme« 
diately on passing his examination, will n- 
ceive an appointment. \7e hear, also^ that 
the irksome restrictions imposed apon the 
Jews, with regard to their resideiioe in St 
Petersburg and Moscow, have been repealed 
by the present Emperor ; all Jewish trades- 
people and merchants visiting Moscow were 
hitherto compelled to take VLp their lesideDoe 
in the Ghetto, where the acconunodation was 
frequently very insufficient for the numbers; 
they are now to be permitted to reside wbice 
they please in the town. It is nd impro- 
bable that the next step will be to reusss 
all foreigners of the Jewish persoasioa in 
commerce from the necessity of making pre- 
vious application to St Petersburg for per- 
mission to visit Moscow. On the other 
hand, the Grand Duke Constantine has Utdy 
excluded all Jews firom the naval service of 
the State ; in Russia, strange to say, a Utp 
portion of the coasting trade, more psrtioa- 
larly the conduct of floats of timber ban 
the interior to the coast, is in the hands of 
the Jews ; so that a very oonsidenible noi- 
ber of Jews is to be found among the Bsafiafaf 
as well as the agtio«dtqhd pdpoMeii •■ 
Rusria.*— TVimsi JJeiim Contusesmtsii. 
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SCOTTISH SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS. 

HOME PROCEEDINGS. 

Lectdreb, Sermons, and Mbetinos in Connection with tue Scoxriau Society 

FOR TUE Conversion of Israel. 

Date. Place. Nature of Service. S^icaUers. 

1856. 

Aug. 3. ^""g^'jl^^i^^^^ F. Sermon, Rev. A. G. Forbes. 

** 3. Do. do. do. •* Rev. Thomas Henderson. 

•• 3. Do. (Loreburn St. U. P. Ch.), " ♦' " 

** 3. Do. do. do. " Mr G. D. Ginsburgh. 

" 3. Do. Wesley an Chapel, ... F. E. Serm., " 

'* 3. Do. Queensbcrry Cliapcl, E. Sermon, Rev. A. G. Forbes. 

*» 3. Sanquhar (South U. P Church), " Mr Salkins^on. 

" 3. Dunscore (U. P. Church), .... " Uev. Thomas Hendersou. 

" 4. Dumfries (Bucclcuch St. U. P. / Public I t» « i>f \r r-^ 1 1 i • 

Church), \ Meeting. I I^«v. M. N. Goold, clmrmmi. 

" 10. Biggar (South U. P. Church), Sermon, ... Rev. Dr G. Brown. 

" 10. Longridge (U. P. Church), ... " ... Mr Salkinson. 

" 17. Waterbeck(U. P. Church),... " ... " 

»• 31. Rothesay (West Free Ch), ... '* ... " 

MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING. though the number of Jews was not so great 

On Wednesday, 10th Sept., the monthly as in some other places, yet, if the Spirit of 

prayer meeting was held in the Religious In- God were to work on them, their influence 

stitution Hall, Glasgow. The Rev. Dr Rob- would spread to many lands. It was an im- 

8011 presided on the occasion. portant centre of mi.siiion work. There wcro 

After praise, the Chairman read a portion numerous villages lying along the Nile ; and 

of Scripture, when the Rev. A. Fraser, of had he remained, it was his intention to have 

Nile Street Chapel, engaged in prayer. proceeded to the upper country of Egypt. 

The Chairman then, in a few sentences, The great cause of discouragement in Alex- 

introdoced to the meeting the Rev. R. Grant andria was the spirit of indifference which the 

Brown, from Alexandria, who, he mentioned, Jews manifested towards Christianity. This 

had been absent in that quarter for three was, perhaps, more painful to the missionary 

J rears, and had recently returned to his native than per?' rutinfr. indignant resistance, which 

and, on account of ill health. they had not 3'ct met with. It was indeed 

Mr Brown delivered an interesting ad- bitter to look on so many thousands, and to 

dress relative to his labours iu Alexandria, know scarcely a single follower of Christ 

He said it was with deep pain he found him- among them all, and when one was found 

self in this country, when he thought of the who professed religion, and appeared to be its 

multitudes whom he had left behind, who attached adherent, how crushing was it to see 

were continuing in their darkness, indiffer- him falling back ! He mentioned the cases 

ence, and w^orldliness. However, when he of one or two individuals in respect to whom 

showed him the dark side, and spoke of the they had been much disappointed. Not- 

discooragements that had been met with, he withstanding, they had had a good deal to 

hoped that might urge them to prayer, no less encourage them, particularly during last 

than though the view he presented had been winter. Formerly he had been busily en- 

a hopeful one. He might speak of the claims gaged in acquhring the languages, and he had 

of Alexandria as a field for mission work. It ofben felt that ho was doing little spiritual 

was a large, busy, and rapidly-growing city. work. Last winter he had had for his com- 

Every week brought new inhabitants into it panion a young man who came from Bey- 

from different quarters, so that accommoda- rout, and who was very valuable on account 

tiou was rendered scarce, and it was ex- of the number of languages with which he 

tremely difEcult to find a school-room, or was acquainted. Between them they had 

similar place of meeting. It was the high- nearly all the languages spoken in the coun- 

road of the nations, standing half-way be- try, including Arabic, Turkish, Greek, Ita- 

tween this country and India, and was rapidly lian, French, German, &c. This young man 

riuDg m cosmiercial importance. It was of was an experienced wid indefatigable colpor- 

conseqaence in a mission point of view ; for, teur, and they had had many happy houn 
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together, golug through the streets conversing 
with people, and distributing tracts in great 
nnmbers, in diffisrent languages. The demand 
for Bibles was likewise very large, and several 
had been sold among the Jews. Thej did 
not, however, confine their labours to that 
class, but availed themselves of every oppor- 
tunity that offered itself for doing good. 
Among the sailors in port a good many Bibles 
were sold. The Swedish sailors had bought 
great numbers, and among the Italian sailors, 
who were a particularly interesting class, he 
had seen five or six copies sold within as 
many minutes. Some of them had remarked, 
* We dare not take these to our country.' An 
American colportour had disposed of about 
] 00 copies of the Scriptures to the crow of an 



Austrian man-of-war. When the chaplain 
found it out he forbade the men to raid 
them, but (as the boatswain afterwards men- 
tioned) they used to conceal thenuelves in 
the bow of the vessel and there penue the 
Word of God. By these means some little 
seed had been led behind. At present the 
surface seemed dry and barren enough, bot 
the seed had been sown, and he urged them 
to pray earnestly that the Spirit of Grod might 
water the seed, aud cause it to spring forth 
and bear fruit to His praise and glory. 

At the conclusion of the address, prajer 
was offered up by the Rev. Dr David Brown 
of Free St James* Church. The meeting wu 
terminated by the Chfurmau pronouncing tbs 
benediction. 



F O R E I a N. 



ALEXANDRIA. 

5th September, 1856. 
My Dkak Sir, — I know that many of 
the friends are every month looking into 
the Friend of Israel to sec if there is a 
letter from Alexandria, to learn what 
their missionaries are doing. I wish I 
conld give favourable accounts of souls 
having been turned from darkness to 
light, and from the power of sin and 
Satan to the merciful Saviour, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Alas ! I can give no such 
accounts. I have daily intercourse with 
the Jews, and not only with the Jews, 
but with the Gentiles also. I sow the 
seed wherever I can find soil for it, but 
there are no hearts of which I know like 
the ' good soil ;' but the word falleth by 
the wayside, and * Satan takcth awny the 
word that was sowrt ' Jn their hearts.' 
With some of the Jews I have had con- 
vei*8ation, day after day, for a long time, 
proving to them, out of Moses and the 
Prophets, that Jesus is the Messiah; 
showing them the depravity of their 
heaita, warning them against the neglect* 
ing of Christ's salvation, against despising 
the mercy of God towards condemned 
sinners, entreating them to flee for re- 
fuge from the wrath to come, to Christ, 
the only hope for sinners. Ah, how many 
have been my reasonings with them, how 
solemn my entreaties, how earnest my 

frayers on their behalf ! Of Mohammedans 
can say but less still ; few of them will 
reason about religion ; some of them will 
agree, but with a phlegmatic indifference 
about what one is saying to them of 
Christ and his truth, they will agree, 
either for courtesy, for fear, or for 
worldly interest's sake. The multitude 
of Christians here are still more to be 
deplored; they have the truth, but few 
of them know the power of the truth, and 
the most of them do not believe the truth. 
The Roman Catholics and the Greeks are, 
SB it were, bound by the lying system of 



their priests, and so are the Marouitei 
and the Copts. But the English are in a 
more deplorable state, considering that 
many of them have been brought up by 
Christian parents, and under a Christian 
ministry. Many of them never enter the 
church ; and many of those who do go, 
go for respectability's sake, becanse it ii 
a government chnrch, and has a go- 
vernment chaplain; but^ on the whole, 
the Protestant population here seem to 
be satisfied — some with the Christiin 
name aud form, but the most with the 
name only. How distressing it is to see 
on Sabbath, when some go the chnrch, 
n gi'eat number of English standhig to- 
gether, not far from it, smoking their 
cigars, laughing and joking, or takinc 
their i*efrcshments in the cofiEbe-honse. 
Satan cc)*tainly has one of his flnnest 
strongholds in Alexandria, and even secto 
to lay hold of many whom commerce 
brings here for a season. There axe no 
less than fifty English vessels now in ths 
harbour. Each vessel has a captahLand, 
on the average, a crew of twelve. Now, 
of all this vast number, there are seldom 
more than three or four of them hi tiie 
church. Though their excuse genenlly 
is, that the prayers are not read well, 
and that from the sermons they get no 
good, you know, that shortly after my 
return here, we re-opened a secrvice in nj 
house, and notwithstanding that njr 
house is situated where they land wlu 
their boats, and Mr Brown's pecnUir 
exertions among them, we could not gtt 
them to come, and consequently we give 
up the service again. 

The indifferent state of the people han 
was bad enough when I came here; W 
it is now ten times worse, owing to tiw 
increase of commerce and populstioiii 
merchants, great and small, by whom* 
certain degree of civilisation Is Intro- 
duced, but without either moral or Chiif* 
tian principles; and their competttloii 
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JEWISH MISSION. 



FBMALU JEWISH CONVEM^— CX)tmSfi OF INSTRUCTION. 

TasEeT. Mr: Graham, Missionary at Bonn of the Presbyterian Church iii 
Ireland, writes as follows to the Rev. D. Hamilton, of the course which he pur- 
gued in instructing Emma Ungar in the principles of the Gospel, and of her re- 
oeiTinffthe truth. 

Mt Pear Brother — I have already stated somewhat fully the tumults and 
distractions of {Miss Ungar^s mind, when she found a safe retreat and a home in 
my family ; and now I shall, in this letter, give you an idea of our intercourse 
togethw until the day of her baptism. 

1. The motives which brought her to me were not those of deep conviction of sin, 
or^&ar of a future judgment, or even longing after the love of God and the Saviour. 
Such desires may be often found among Christians who are educated under the 
Ugbt of the Gospel, and whose conscience is exercised more or less in the things 
of God. The Jewish heart, on the contrary, is not mollified by the dewjr influ- 
tnoes of grace, and the thousand influences which surround the name of Jesus. 
It it not eyen the simple natural heart which is enmity against God, but it is 
nature burdened by the unbelief of ages, and burdened by mountains of iniquity, 
under which it heaves and struggles fearfully. In such circumstances nothing 
bat the direct and miraculous power of God can all at once fill the soul with the 
lore of Godf and the hope of life, and the longinfjs after Divine and unchange- 
able communion with God. I say not that this is not sometimes the case, but 
aaion^ the Jews it is certainly rare, and I have never met one single example of 
it. Miss Ungar came with quite different motives and feelings, and I respected 
liar all the more that she never attempted either to colour or conceal them. She 
had no religion, and she found she needed one ; her heart was empty, and she 
had a dark) wild, half-imconscious longing for something to fill it ; she was miser- 
rable, deeply, intensely miserable, and she longed for relief and deliverance from 
it, though a sense of her lost and hopeless condition by nature did not enter mto 
her conceptions, nor had she ever poignant feelings of repentance over sm ; even 
after she had been partially instructed, she seemed unaffected by the terrors of 
hell and the avcui^ing judgments of God, though she often wept while I was 
describing the coming of the Son of God, and the dying love of Cavalry. Love 
was what i^e needed, and here it was, and found, when she least expected it, m 
the Cross of Christ. Her father's fortunes were ruined by his political senti- 
nents, and her wealthy relatives scowled upon her because of her Christian ten- 
dwiAm. In Uiese circumstances, and without a single friend on earth, she came 
to me. From all this you must arrive at her motives in the best way you can. 
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2. Like most of the Jews, she showed a right good capacity^ and in a irery 
short time she was able to comprehend the doctrines of Christianity as folly as 
most Christians. Indeed, I have never found what you would call a stupid Jew ; 
as to mental qualities, they are inferior to no nation on the earth, and their dis- 
persion among the Gentiles has sharpened and enlarged their faculties very much. 
1 found Emma Unp:ar, therefore, not only an apt but a most intelligent scholar. 

3. The great difficulties which met us at the outset were the Trinity and the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, which must always be difficulties to minds that 
have not a full confidence that the Bible is the Word of God, which was the case 
with Emma Ungar, as it is with many of the modern Jews. These doctrines 
being embodied in the formulas of the Papacy, the Jews look upon them ss 
being necessarily connected with idolatry, the worship of images, and the adora- 
tion of the Virgin Mary. She said to me freely, the second time we met, * I 
know the Papists are idolaters ; they deny the Divine unity, worship images and 
the Virgin Mary, and believe that God became man and died in Jerusalem. I 
hope you believe none of these things?* These doctrines, therefore, intellec- 
tually considered, were the greatest stumbling-blocks that lay in our way ; but 
in a moral sense, we had a far greater difficulty to deal with, and that was, 
the want of a perception of the nature and evil of sin. This is, indeed, the great 
difficulty everywhere, and reason cannot remove it. 

4. My mode of teaching was the following : — I began first with some of the 
simple prophecies of the Old Testament, showing their fulfilment in the New. 
This had a powerful efiect in many ways. It confirmed her respect for the Scrip* 
tures^ inasmuch as it showed the wisdom and foreknowledge of God in them ; it 
opened up her mind to receive the doctrines of the New Testament, for it con- 
nected it in the closest manner with the Old, and, finally, it enlarged her views 
of the character and attributes of God. It was in expounding the glorious 
^ Emanuel prophecy ' (Isa. vi.), that I saw the first gleam of light dawning in her 
mind. From this prophecy I established the following facts : — 1. That the 
Messiah is the Lord of the heavenly temple (Isa. vi. 2, 3, com. John zii. 41). 
2. That He is God and man (Isa. ix. 6). 3. That He was to be bom miraculously 
of a Jewish virgin (Isa. vii. 14). When these three facts were expounded, she 
cried out in astonishment, * Light begins to break upon my mind ; the incarnation 
and divinity of the Messiah may not be so irrational as I imagined.' Then fol- 
lowed such dialogues as the following : — Do then the Jewish Scriptures teach the 
divinity of the Messiah ? They do, very clearly, and this * Emanuel prophecy' 
is the fullest proof of it. But why was it necessary that He should be God? 
That He might be a full and sufficient saviour ; if He were not God, we would 
be trusting on a creature, which is expressly forbidden. But why did he become 
man ? I answered, that He might be a proper mediator^ able to sympatluse both 
with God and man. But why had he no human father? Because He must be 
holy and undefiled ; all that is born of the fiesh is fiesh ; and if Jesus had not 
betsn miraculously born, he must have been sinful and corrupt, as we are. By 
this mode of incarnation the following principles were established : — 1 . He ful- 
filled the ancient prophecy that He should be the woman^s seed and the Virgin's 
son. 2. He is perfect man, and yet a perfectly holy man^ without any stain fitmi 
our hereditary depravity. It was after many such conversations as these that her 
doubts gradually disappeared, and she saw the true glory and beauty of the person 
of the Redeemer. This was the turning point. The incarnation once really seen, 
the glorious doctrines oi grace naturally flow from it. And now she coold begin to 
see the evil of sin, for it required such a Saviour; she saw the love of God, for He 
had given such a gift ; now the whole system of redemption appeared not only 
reasonable but necessary and Scriptural, for it seemed to satisfy the wants and 
necessities of the human race. Then, after this prophetic course was ended, I 
led her to the Epistle to the Ephesians, in order to give her a clear view of die 
Mediator, and His Church, which form the principal theme in that charming 
epistle, and, finally, I led her fully and formally through the Heidelbwg Cate- 
chism, that she might have a connected view of the Calvinistio system, tod be 
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able to give a reason of the hope that was in her, when attacked by the enemies 
of the faith. 

5. Finally, you can readily believe, dear brother, that all this system of 
teaching was subordinate to another system, far more important, going on at 
the same time — namely, the influence of mind over mind, of ^race over nature, 
of the Holy Spirit of God in softening, opening, and tranquillizing her heart. I 
believe she is a child of God, or I would not have baptized her, and I number 
her among the precious jewels of my crown in the day of the Lord Jesus (1 
Thess. ii. 19). Sue was led, and could be led only by love. I have often thought 
of Lydia, whose heart the Lord opened, as I saw the eye brighten and the tears 
roll down her pale but lovely face, while listening to the tale of redeeming love. 
Her affection for me is very great, and 1 look upon her as if she were my 
daughter. May God preserve her unto His heavenly kingdom ! 

O lovely child, thou child of faith, 

By love Almighty won, 
To an inheritance divine. 

Through God^s eternal Son. 

dost thou feel, my darling child, 
His grace so full and free ? 

His dying love, so sweet and mild. 
His dying love for thee ? 

1 told thee of His bleeding Cross, 
That fount of endless grace ; 

And as I spoke the tender tears ^ 
Stole down thy pladd face. 

He won thy heart, and He will fill 

That temple with His love ; 
Blest earnest this, while here below. 

Of perfect bliss above. 

Farewell, farewell, my daughter dear, * 

The child of many a prayer ; 
Commit thyself, when far from me. 

To Jesus' guardian care. 

Missionary Herald. 

inttlUstntt^ 



SCOTTISH SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS. 
HOME PROCEEDINGS. 

LiCTUBBS, SbBMONS, AND MbBTINOS IN CONNBOTION WITH THB SOOTTIflH SOOIXTT 

VOR THB CONVBBSION OF ISBABL. 

Datft FUee. Nature of Servioa Speakers. 

1866. 

Sept 7. liverpool ^^oug Plem^^^^ g^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ r, Ctoint Brown. 

** 7, Portobell'o (U. P. Ch'),7.17.. " ... Mr Salkinaon. 

'* 10. Glasgow Relig. Inst. Rooms, Prayer Meeting, Rev. Dr Robson presided. 

^ 10. Do. do. Fem. Aox. Quar. Meeting. 

** 14. Avonbridge(U. P. Charch), Sermon, ... Mr Salkinson. 

" 14. linlithgow (West U. P. Ch.), " ... " 

*« 14. Bathgate (U. P. Church), " ... « 

** 21. Aberlady (U. P. Church), .... «* ... Mr Salkinson. 

** 21. Fnaerborgh (Cong. Choroh), ** ... Rev. R. Grant Brown. 

'* 21. Stoartfield (U. P. Ohnroh), ... ** ... Rev. Thomas Hendenoo. 
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Date. Place. Nature of Serrice. Speaken. 

'* 21. Staartfield(Cong. Chnroh),... Sermon ... Rev. Thomas Hendenoo. 

«* 28. Banff (U. P. Ghoroh), *« ... Rot. James Frame, PeCsrheail. 

" 28. Banff (Cong. Church), « ... " « 

«* 28. Gnugdam (U. P. Church), .... <* ... Re?. John Millar, Jwmngy. 

'* 28. Elgin, M.Mtw Anx. Ann. S^mMn, Rev. B. Grant Brown. 

*^ 28i Helonshnrgh (Cong. Church), Sermona ... Mr Salkinson. 

" 28, Helensbmih (U. P. Church), « ... " 

'* 28. Huntlj (Cong. Church), " ... Rev. Thos. Henderson. 

" 28. Huntly {JJ. P. Church), « ... " »« 

" 28. Inverury (Cong. Church), " ... Rer. Wm. Turner, Craigdam. 

" 28. Peterhead (U. P. Church), ... " ... Rev. Geo. Hutton, Linlithgow. 

" 28. Peterhead (Cong. Church), ... •* ... " «• 

«* 28. Tough (U. P. Church), •* ... Rev. R. Troup, A.M., Huirtly. 

" 30. Elgin, Aux. Ann. Meeting. 

PAISLEY AUXILIARY. ever, who seem to have sunk into a kind of 

Annitersaby Seryices. apathy or despair with regard to the conyer- 

On Sabbath, 1 2th Oct., sermons were preached sion of the Jewish people, in consequence of 
at Paisley in the Reformed Presbyterian their long continued and apparently nncon- 
ChnrchjFreeHigh Church, Canal Street, Ab- querable unbelief. Now, I do not deny, it 
bey Close, and Thread Street United Presby te- is very cheering to hear of the rapid progress 
rian Churches, Gilmore Street Congregational of enlightenment and conversion among 
Chapel, and Stone Street Baptist Chapel, by those in whose behalf tiie benevolent efibrts 
the Rev. Dr Bates, and the Bev. Messrs R. of the Christian church are being put forth 
Grant Brown, Isaac Salkinson, and Thomaa — but I do protest against the idea, whioh 
Henderson. On the following evening the seems to have got a lodgement in some 
Annual Meeting minds, that success is the rule of duty; and 

was held in Abbey Close United Presbyterian I hold, that if not one case of conversioD, 
Church, the Rev. Dr Baird, president of the either among heathens or Jews, had taken 
Association, occupied the chair. plaoe in consequence of all the efforts oi the 

After prayer by the Rev. A. Henderson, last half centurv, the rule of duty would 
the Chairman spoke as follows : — have been as clear as it now is, and the 

My Friends — I do not need to apprise obligations it imposes as imperative. It is 
you that the object of your assembling this the command of Uie Saviour to go forth and 
evening is connected with the conversion of teach all nations which forms the rule of 
Israel, and, I dare say, there is no one here duty, and nothing less than the blotting out 
disposed to call in question the importance of that conunand, by the same authority by 
of the obieot. We need, however, to have which it was enjoined, can relieve ns from 
our minds stirred up, by way of remem- the obligation which it involves, 
brance, and stimulated to take a more active ' The tunes and seasons' God has pot in 
and generous interest in this good work. his power, and he is sometimea pleased in 

It is possible, too, you may meet with those this way, as well as others, to try ^e fiuth 
in your different walks who do not estimate and patience of his people. You know that 
very highly the importance of this object, or the Moravian Sode^ in Greenland, tbe 
see the necessity of making the conversion London Society in theulanda of the Sonthtfn 
of Israel the object of spe<^ effort. They Ocean, the Baptist Society in India, had to 
seem to forget the special covenant into struggle on amidst a lonely night of daxk* 
whldi God entered with that people^tbe ness, a scene of barrenneaa ft&d dmlitina 

important place which they once occupied in Yet the morning rose, as a morning without 

the administrations of Providence and grace, olouds, and they who had sown in tsMt r»- 

that notwithstanding their great crime, and turned in joy, bringing their sheaves vith 

consequent rejection, they are still beloved them. 

for the fathers^ sakes,*and that purposes of It is worthy of reooUection, that wlm tfas 

benevolence and mercy to the world are yet directors of the London Socletgr bad deliber- 

to be accomplished by them. * If the &11 of ated about the propriety of withdrainaff thi^ 

them be the riches of the world, ind the missionaries, and appobUnf them to isas 

diminishing of them tbe riches of the Gen- more promiring field of labonr, the ^Btotmi- 

tiles, how much more their fulness ? If the nation to whioh tb^ snamed about to eans^ 

fidl of them be the reconciling of the world, was resisted \iij the tpnettD^M iui4 M>^ <> 

what shall the receiving of tbsnl be, but life the veneraUe Wilks, who audi thai iralkir 

from the dead ? * than abandon the miasiwi, b^ W^^ki big tv 

There awmany f mfcuing Chriltian»,how- it thtoqgb l4iido|i (Ironi dwc t» d<w < B ii 
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at that Ywy moment it turned out thak the 
ship was on her way which brongbt the glad 
news that idolatry had fallen in Atahisle^and 
loaded with the idols which had been the 
o^ect of the adoration of its inhabitants. 

I am far from thinking the Jewish mission 
haa ben barren of resnits. Think of the 
numbers who have been turned to the Lord, 
the rare talents of not a few, honouring the 
ministry with which they are invested, and 
the chain of philosophy and theology which, 
especially in the German universities, they 
so worthily fill. Think of a Neander, a host 
in himself, turning the tide of infidelity and 
rationalism, and giving a powerful and blessed 
impulse to Evangelical religion, and we shall 
have reason to say. What has Gud wrought ? 
This also cpmeth forth from the Lord of 
hosts, wonderful in counsel and exalted in 
working. 

The Chaibman then called upon the 
EoT. G. C. Button, secretary, to read the 
Annual Report We give the following ex- 
tracts ; — * The AuxiUary lias closed the 
second year uf its nominal existence, and is 
now acquiring some degree of organisation. 
The interest of the Christian public in the 
cause of Jewish missions, there is reason to 
believe, is steadily increasing ; and although 
difi^olty has been found iu obtaining local 
oommitteemen both willing and able to attend 
m^tingt and undertake the work of distri- 
buting the publications of the parent society, 
and procuring contributions to the funds, a 
bei^ning has been made during the last 
lialf yeai which gives promise of success. 
Oor laborious treasurer, to whom the society 
owes a debt of gratitude, for his persevering 
and nearly solitary labours on their behalf 
for so long a period, now finds himself sur- 
rounded in the committee by a number of 
willing coadjutors, who, it may be confidently 
expected, will become, in their respective 
CQDgragations, important auxiliaries to the 
causa. Several meetings of the committee 
have been held during the past six months. 
It has been agreed that a regular supply of 
Tks Friend of Israel be ordered by the 
Aunliary for distribution among ministers, 
subacribers, and friends. These the mem- 
ben of committee in the respective congre- 
0itioni will undertake to deliver, or cause to 
ba delivered I and it has been suggested, 
that in all the churches young ladies might 
be found to whom this simple monthly duty 
wonMd be a labour of love. By the circula- 
tion of this interesting record of Jewish mis- 
siooa among the members of congregations 
graafc advantage hsyi arisen in other parts of 
the country, i^d may be looked for among 
Qmaflveai* iWemng to the Anniversary 
^SroMMfy tht ]^port atotei :^* The result of 
thiM mimvh wbioh baya been highly ap-« 



predated, will be to stimulate thQ growing 
interest of the firiends of Israel, awaken the 
interest, it may be, of some who have 
treated the claims of God's ancient people 
with coldness, if not with contempt, and 
excite the liberality of all. The immediate 
pecuniary result of these sermons is not in- 
deed large, chiefly in consequence of tho 
inability of several of the churches to collect 
for the society. In some of these, annual col- 
lections of importance fell to be made, and 
it was judged inexpedient to propose ano- 
ther present effort. In these cases, however, 
another opportunity will no doubt be given 
of assisting the fimds of the parent society, 
either by an appointed collection on an early 
day, or the allocation of some portion of mis- 
sionary funds. Irrespective, however, of 
these collections, it has been also resolved 
by the oommittee to avail themselves of the 
interest awakened by the services of yester- 
day and meeting of to-night, to call upon the 
friends of missions in their respective congre- 
gations, or otherwise known to them, in the 
course of the week.' The Report then re- 
fers to arrangements now being made for a 
short series of lectures, to be delivered dur« 
ing the winter months, in connection with 
the Auxiliarv ; and proceeds : — ' It may not 
be out of place to allude to thb educa- 
tional EFFORTS which have been origi- 
nated of late months, with the view of aiding 
the more directly evangelistic operations of 
the society's agents at Alexandria. In our 
own locality a Ladies' Assooiation, for pro- 
moting the education of Jewish females in 
that important country, has been formed, 
which has already sent out a highly-quali- 
fied young lady as their agent. A commit- 
tee of gentlemen in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
have resolved to a school for boys, and have 
secured as their agent an accomplished stu- 
dent of theology, experienced in tuition, who 
is about to depart for Alexandria. These 
measures are importont as experiments, and, 
so far as can be foreseen, hopeful in their 
character, 

'The Members of Committee to be 
proposed for election or re-election, consist 
of those either whose promise of co-operation 
has been scoured, or whose known sym- 
pathy with the cause of Christian missions, 
and the special claims of Israel, render them 
desirable auxiliaries; the addition also to 
the list, of two Vice-Presidents, whose tried 
goodwill and public Christian spirit it is be- 
lieved will at once relieve our esteemed Pre- 
sident firom an undue tax upon his time, and 
contribute to the vigour of the Committee'^ 
operations by their regular counsel and at- 
tendance at business meetings. 

* Your Committee are most anxious to en- 
ioy, at their mor^ impgrtf^^t meetiogfii the 
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occanonal presence and countenance of the 
various ministers, especially while the auxili- 
ary is yet but young, as well as their co- 
operation and good word in the pulpit. They 
helieve that such attendance, when practi- 
cable, would not only gratify and stimulate 
the other members, but would operate bene- 
ficially on the congregations, and tend to- 
wards an enlivening of the common zeal. 

* Although it is evident that, as an Auxili- 
ary, we cannot boast of our zeal or success 
in the cause of the parent society, we trust 
there is in us a little strength. And the 
Committee are not without hope that they 
may be the means of developing more fully 
the latent sympathy of the Christian public 
in this quarter, in behalf of that people whose 
history is identified with the most important 
dispensation of God to man, who are IsraeliteSf 
to whom pertaineih the adaption, and the glory, 
and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the service of God, and the promises. 
Whose are thefcUfiers, and of whom, as con- 
cerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever* 

The Rev. A. Henderson began by advert- 
ing to the prejudice existing in many quarters 
against missions to the Jews. This arose 
from the belief that the success of Jewish 
missions had been comparatively small ; and 
from the fact that many who said they were 
Jews, in the best sense of the term, were 
not, . but were of the synagogue of Satan. 
This prejudice, he was happy to think, was 
disappearing. The more we looked at the 
subject the more we would feel the claims of 
the Jews upon our Christian sympathy. The 
gospel is for them as for others ; it is equally 
needed by them; it is equally adapted to 
them. It is the power of God unto salva- 
tion, to every one that believeth, to the Jew 
first, and also to the Greek. Theg, however, 
have special claims. If we think of the 
past, then gratitude must stir us up to repay 
our obligations to them — * Salvation is of the 
Jews.* Of them, as concerning the flesh, 
Christ came. The first preachers of the 
cross were Jews. If we look to the present, 
pity should move us to help them. They 
have the Old Testament Scriptures in their 
hands, but their minds are blinded so that 
they do not see. They continue to reject 
Him of whom Moses in the law and the 
prophets did write. Their responsibility is 
great, and their guilt therefore is great ; and 
we should put forth the more earnest en- 
deavours that they may be brought to see 
that Jesus is the Christ. If we think of the 
future, hope should induce us to seek their 
conversion. That conversion is promised; 
and when they are converted, the richest 
blesdogs will accrue to the world. 

Mr Henderson then adverted to the &ct| 



that numerous societies had been formed in 
difierent parts of the world, whose object 
was the conversion of the Jews, and con- 
cluded by moving the adoption of the report, 
which was seconded by the Rev. Isaac Sal- 
kinson, and carried. 

The Rev. G. Claz y then moved * T%U this 
meeting, recognizing the obligation to seek tie 
propagation of the Gospel of Chriat amongst 
the seed of Abraham, resolve to comUmie their 
support to this Society.' — Mr Clazy, in 
supporting briefly his motion, said, — ^Tbat 
with respect to all, whatever be the 
region of the earth in which they dwell, 
or the place they hold in the history of 
the world, we are bound to convey to 
them the blessings of salvation. The gospel 
has been given to us indeed for ourselves, 
but not for ourselves exclusively. It has 
been given to us, not as a right which we 
may selfishly monopolize for our individual 
advantage, but as a trust which we are under 
obligation to make, in all its integrity, oyer 
to those who are ignorant of its blessings. 
Still there are speaal obligations resting on 
us to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation 
to the seed of Abraham, We are thor 
debtors ; to them we owe the eminent pri- 
vileges which distinguish us as a nation, and 
shape our character and hopes as individnalSi 
To their instraroentality we are indebted for 
that sacred volume which leads ns back to 
the origin of the world, and points ns for- 
ward to its close, which revoEds to ns the 
character and purposes of God, the oonditioa 
and destiny of man, and the way of eternal 
life. To them we owe those shining ezamplei 
of warm piety, of strong faith, of lofty patri- 
otism, of ardent self-sacrificing seal in the 
cause of God and of right, which have 
inspired and directed the efibrts of thous- 
ands whose record is now on high. To them 
above all, we owe that Saviour Friend, who 
died that we might live; for Jesns Christ 
was a Jew, sprung from the stock of IsraeL 
* Whose are the fathers, and of whom ai 
concerning the flesh Christ came.' 

Surely then the debtors of the Jews we 
are ; and should we not seek to requite them 
by making them partakers of the peerlesi 
benefits they have transmitted to ns? But 
some cold ungenerous spirit may be ready to 
say— we owe the Jews nothing for the 
gospel privileges we enjoy. They were not 
voluntary agents in the transmisMon of them; 
they were mere passive instruments in the 
hands of a gracious Grod, and we are no mon 
indebted to them for these privileges tfaaa 
we are to the winds for the produce of otiMr 
skies whidi they waft to onr shores. 

Now this bespeaks a lack of right Mingi 
and rnns counter to onr nsoal way of 
tiiinkiug and acting in other ponUel 
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To the Greeks we owe the rndiments of those 
arts and sciences which have been so con- 
ducive to onr progress as a people, and those 
precioas remains of polite literature which 
have refined the taste and moulded the style 
of our most approved writers. To the 
Romans we are indebted to a large extent 
for onr ideas of order and government Our 
pnblic laws and our principles of legislation, 
which have contributed so much to the 
personal security we enjoy, and the national 
greatness we have attained, are little else 
than a transcript from the civil code of 
ancient Rome. But neither the Greeks nor 
the Romans designed to convey to us those 
advantages. They have become to us valu- 
able benefactors, without tlieir own choice 
or concurrence. Yet who among us on that 
account woold deny onr obligations to these 
nations ? Do we not feel a heightened inter- 
est in their present struggles for freedom, 
not merely from a remembrance of their 
former greatness, but from a conscious- 
ness of the lasting benefits we owe them? 
Though the Jews then were admitted to be 
the mere passive instruments of those spiri- 
tnal blessings we enjoy, do not the uuper- 
Terted instincts of our nature teach us that 
we owe to them a deep debt of gratitude, and 
that we are bound to pay that debt, if pos- 
sible, to their descendants ? 

But we deny that they were wholly passive 
in transmitting to us the rich inheritance of 
gospel privileges we possess. Many of the 
fothers of the ancient covenant knew that 
they were the channels of precious blessing 
to the world, and exulted at the thought of 
bdng so. Their poetic measures never reach 
a loftier strain than when they sing of the 
communication of the gospel to the nations, 
and ofthe ingathering of the outcast Gentiles 
to the fold of God. And when redemption was 
actoally accomplished, by the advent of Mes- 
aiab, was it not by the voluntary self-sacrific- 
ing labours of Jews that the gospel was then 
proclaimed amongst the natious, perhaps 
amongst us? Some ofthe race of Abraham 
may, for aught we know, have extended their 
evangelistic travels to this remote isle of the 
sea. Some of the ancestors of those in whose 
behalf we are now met. may have first planted 
in our rude soil the seed of that tree of 
gospel truth and liberty, under whose grate- 
ful shade we are now peacefully reclining. 
Bat for them, directly or indirectly, not as 
ondesigning instruments, but as large- 
hearted intentional agents, we might still 
have been the devotees of some hideous 
superstition, living without peace, and dying 
witboat hope. Shall we not, then, feel the 
stirrings of gratitude towards that ancient 



people through whom we have received such 
signal favours ? Their debtors verily we are, 
in every aspect in which we can view our 
relations with them. In medisBval times our 
rulers were often constrained to have re- 
course to the coffers of the sons of Israel for 
relief, amid the financial difficulties of the 
nation. ' Should we not then return the 
favour by dispensing to them with unstinted 
hand the true riches, the durable riches of 
righteousness? Many a time in this land 
have the Jews been scorned and buffeted, 
denied every civil immunity, and consigned 
to the gloomy recesses of the dungeon. 
Should we not then endeavour to compen- 
sate them for such wrongs, by introducing 
them to the liberty wherewith Christ makes 
his people free, and conferring upon them the 
honours and privileges of the heavenly citi- 
zenship ? And, besides the service that the 
people of Israel have done us in times past, 
there are services that we yet expect from 
them. With them is bound up the hope of 
the nations. Upon their conversion depends 
the evangelization of the world. 'If the 
diminishing of them be the riches of the 
Gentiles, how much more their fulness? If 
the casting away of them be the reconciling 
of the world, what shall the receiving of them 
be but life from the dead ?* As we wbh, 
then, to see the Church of the Redeemer 
reach its appointed limits; as we wish to see 
the human race elevated from its long degra- 
dation, and blessed with the privileges of 
Christ's gospel, let us earnestly strive to 
effect the conversion of Israel— and, while 
we strive, let us pray that according to the 
ancient prediction, *The deliverer may come 
out of Zion and turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob.* 

The Rev. R. G. Brown, one of the agents 
of the society from Alexandria, Egypt, gave 
an interesting account of his travels in various 
parts of Europe and the East, of the state of 
Alexandria, and the position of the mission 
there. He was listened to with deep in- 
terest. 

The Rev. D. Wallaob then moved, * That 
the past success of Jewish MissionSt the pre- 
sent state ofthe Jewish mind, and the open- 
ings in various parts of the world, affttrd 
special encouragement to the prosecution of 
Jewish missions.* This was supported by 
the speaker in an animated and forcible ad- 
dress, and carried by acclamation. 

The Rev. T. Hbndbrson, Glasgow, pro- 
posed the office-bearers for the ensuing year 
The motion was agreed to, after which the 
Chairman closed the meeting by pronouncing 
the benediction. 
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ALGIERS. 

EXTRACT LETTER FROM THE REV. 
B. WEISS. 

The Lord has been pleased to show me 
his sovereign will regarding his work in 
this station, in most interesting events. 

Words op a Dying Believer. — It is 
now upwards of four months ago since I made 
the acquaintance of an old Frenchman, named 

T , the father of a rich merchant in this 

dty, and found both him and his wife (aged 
74) earnest and decided Evangelical Chris- 
tians, built upon the precious comer-stone 
laid in Zion, and waiting patiently and 
hopefully for ' the house not built with hands, 
eternal in the heavens,' afler the dissolution 
of their earthly tabernacles, which they felt 
to be at hand. As soon as we knew each 
other in Christ, we resolved to have a prayer 
meeting every Sabbath afternoon in his 
house, (as the infirmities of his body preven- 
ted him from leaving his room), these meet- 
ines were soon joined by the few individuals 
wnom we knew as those who eagerly seek 
the way of life, and we enjoyed for several 
Sabbath days refreshing and delightful hours. 
One Sabbath, as I entered the room where 
he usually awaited my arrival, I found his 
wife, his son, and daughter-in-law, with 
tears in their eyes, and silent grief staring 
Arom their faces, and running towards me 
they said, ' Mr W,, grand-papa is very ill, 
and is very impatient to see you, for as often 
as he awakens from his lethargy he asks, 
* Is it three o'clock ? Is Mr W. here ?' As 
I entered the bed-room he opened his eyes, 
saluted me, and shook hands with great joy, 
saying he was exceedingly glad to see me. 
When, according to his request, he was set 
up in his bed, he took my hand again, and, 
in the presence of some of our friends, his 
wife and children, he thus proceeded:— 
*Dear brother, when in God's providence, 
and at the invitation of this my son, I left 
France for Algiers, the greatest loss caused 
Quto me by that change was the sweet 
Christian communion which I there enjoyed 
with some of the redeemed children of the 
Lord, who, like myself, left Sodom, (Rome) 
and endeavoured to adore God in spirit and in 
truth, and to keep ourselves far from the 
apostacy and infidelity of this wicked genera- 
tion. During my residence here, I was entirely 
isolated ; finding that I could not conscien- 
tiously join the national church here, grow- 
ing infirmities, and the rapid swelling of my 
limbs, indicated unto me that my time was 
short, that my Master and Saviour will soon 
call me home. It was then that more than 
ever I began to feel my loneliness, it was 
then that I began to pray earnestly to the 
I^rd, entreating him continually to send me 



at least one of his servants, one of his en- 
lightened redeemed ones, with whom I could 
talk over my spiritual history, look over my 
accounts, pray and meditate together, and 
thus be aided in preparing for my fiist ap- 
proaching voyage. Greatly astonished I was 
to see my prayers answered, and my last 
wish attained in you ! * Now, dear brother, 
the Lord has sent you to me as an an- 
swer to my prayers; to no man in mv 
life have . I related, as I did to you, all 
my history since the happy period of my 
conversion, as also all the sores which did, 
and do still, oppress my heart,' (the uncon- 
verted state of his son, and that of his daugh- 
ter, that lives at Medeah), ' I found much 
consolation and refreshment in your com- 
pany, in your explanation of the Scriptures 
at our meetings, in your conversation and 
prayers. Now there remains nothing for me 
to desire but that you would kinoly give 
me as much as possible of your time during 
my last days, which cannot be many ; assist 
me by your prayers in preparing for going 
home, and speak unto me of the beloved Saviour 
when I am no more able to speak ; for I 
shall hear his name with great joy unto the 
last moment of my stay in the clay.* This 
is only part of his affecting address, which 
lasted neai'ly an hour, and which was his 
last effort ; for afler that he could only speak 
for five or six minutes at a time. On Mon- 
day and Tuesday many neighbours came to 
visit him, (mostly Romanists, but who re- 
spected his exemplary life,) unto whom he 
spoke boldly of Christ, giving warnings unto 
every one of them to b^gin seriously to seek 
the salvation of their souls. Thus he con- 
tinued during three days, and I hope that, 
like Samson, he killed more Philistines when 
dying than when living. During these days 
we had several short conversations, when he 
often repeated, * Mr W. I beg you to preach 
the gospel unto perishing French nominal 
Christians, and when, by the grace and 
blessing of God, you have gathered a small 
flock of earnest Gentile believers, they will 
aid you by example, prayer, and effort, ui 
your special work among the Jews.' On 
Thursday he ceased speaking, but when, 
according to his request, I whispered into hia 
ears a word of consolation, encouragement, 
or even warning, he lifted his eyes towards 
heaven, and a smile of sure hope expressed 
the peace of his soul. He suffered awfully, 
but never complained. On Saturday morn- 
ing, when he awakened firom a sort of sliun- 
her, he stretched out both his hands, and aftac 
great effort, exclaimed, ' Lord Jesus, take 19 
my soul.' He made no motion afterwards, 
and a few hours later his sanctified soul took 
her flight towards heaven, to meet him who 
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bought her and washed her with his inno- 
cent blood. How deeply I feel this bereave- 
ment in a place like this ; andj under the 
circumstances in which I am called to labour 
here, may well be imagined — nor is the loss 
less felt because of the shortness of our 
acquaintance. In connection with the above 
I have only to add, that a few days after 
his death, his daughter, not knowing any- 
thing (as her husband concealed from her 
her Other's death,) came here by the recom- 
mendations of the medical men of Medeah. 
She is in the last stages of consumption, and 
has not many days to remain among the 
living. The consolation of the old widow is 
to see her son, his wife, but especially the 
sick daughter, taking great interest in my 
visits to the house, and attending me always 
with such eagerness, that it is to be hoped, 
that through the blessing of God they will 
he brought to Christ. During my address 
in the house on Ust Sabbath al^ernoon, the 
latter was moved to tears, and uttered after- 
wards words of repentance. 

GSRMAN ASD FSENCH SeAYIOES. — 

Having fixed upon two weekly services, the 
one on Monday evening in German, and the 
other on Thursday evening in French, and 
having begun both (six weeks ago) with a 
few M friends, the wonder is that while the 
German stands still as to number, the French 
audience so regularly increases, that my study 
will likely soon prove too small to contain 
them* Among the regular attendants are 
two French Roman Catholics, the one is the 
husband of one of my German friends, 
gradually brought to the light — the other 
only recently decided entirely to abandon 
Komish darkness ; he suffers great opposition 
from his wife, who, whilst listening patiently 
when he reads the Bible, (which I gave him) 
would burn it if he did not keep it under 
look, and becomes very furious after each 
visit of Uie priest $ but he is strengthened 
from above, and we hope that light will soon 
prevail. Another regular attendant is a 
Spaniard, who, from tract to tract, got into 
ihe fiibWi and so out of Rome. Kever would 
J have imagined that there were here so 
many French that would listen so seriously 
to a simple, austere, and world-condemning 
Gospel as that which, by the grace of God, 
J was enabled to announce to two respect- 
able audiences, from the texts, John iii. 8, 
and Gal. i. 10 ; and, indeed, in none of my 
other disQourses, was self-deceit flattered or 
left uuattacked — but humiliation by the law, 
and real conversion, are alwavs connected 
with the reception of the tidmgs of great 
joy. It may be that ouriosity to hear the 
Goapel of Christ boldly preached in primi- 
tive aimpUcity, in the midst of the idolatry, 
infidelity, and indifference of this plaot, 



attracts some, but this is no matter to me, 
the word I preach has split many rocks, and 
it is now the same in power as it was 
eighteen centuries ago. 

JOURNBT TO THB AtLAS MOUNTAINS — 

A Young Jewish Inquireb. — In the 
midst of this cheering occupation and abun- 
dant labour, I have by no means, and 
in no point, neglected my special mission 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As 
I mentioned in my last letter, at the begin- 
ning of this month, I left my Gentile friends 
and the interesting weekly meetings, and 
went on a ten days* journey to the Atlas 
mountains, where there are the hot mineral 
sources, and where, too, many French Jews 
and Arabs resort for their health. Unfor- 
tunately the time did change after my arrival 
there, and many Jewish families left among 
others. But then I did all I could among 
those that still remained, and without distinc- 
tion of religion, oaste, or trib^ I called upon 
immortal souls to repent, ana invited them 
to come unto Jesus, the Saviour of the 
world, and distributed tracts and portions of 
Scriptures among them. In the village of 
Rovigo (six mUes distant from the hot 
sources,) I found, in going, a Jewish family, 
(grocers by trade,) and especially with one 
of the brothers, an intelligent young man, I 
spoke a while. On my return I found that 
young man exceedingly interesting. He 
repeatedly asked me if the religion of the 
British Christians was really and purely 
that of the New Testament ? (which I left 
with him, and which he had read with great 
attention), if these Christians act up to the 
doctrines contained in the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
chapters of Matthew ? if they have no idols ? 
and all about their religious worship and 
customs. In addition to the members oi 
that family there was also at the time a 
travelling Jewish physician, but the young 
man alone was the spokesman. I remained 
with them for nearly two hours, and left 
some additional tracts with them. He took 
my address, and said that as soon as he 
could come to Algiers he would call on me^ 
and talk more about the matter which made 
such an impression upon him. On my 
return from that short journey, I found my 
Christian friends hungry and thirsty for 
our meetings for prayer and for the word 
of life ; especially the bereaved family of my 
lamented friend seemed to have felt the most 
jny short absence, and r^oiced the more at 
my coming back. 

Want of Mission Fbemisbs Felt.-* 
Now the thing most evident is, that the 
time has fully arrived when we should have 
a miimn houte for ourselves in the ceiUre of 
the ioum. Our house at Lagha was lellL 
«cwtaiaedi but Wo iar from the oontre, and 
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for pnrpoBes like the present. At Rue de 
Coq, and where we live now, are many 
neighbours, while a self-contained hoase has 
now become an unavoidable necessity in every 
point of view. The difficulty is that self- 
contained houses in the centre of the town 
are so dear, and this was the reason that I 
never insisted upon it, as long as I could do 
without it, though it would always have 
been of great advantage. I have every 
reason to hope that many of the French 
speaking Jews I know will by and by come 
to our meetings, but, for that purpose, a 
change of residence is necessary. I shall 
also be able, after such a change, to alter the 
hour, which is now at eight o'clock in the 
evening, (an hour too late for the Jews,) and 
perhaps have two services in French, the 
one on the lord's day afternoon, and the 
other on the Thursday afternoon. 



ALEXANDRIA. 

LETTER FROM THE REY. DR PHILIP. 

Mt Dear Sir, — In a former letter I hare 
referred to the great influx of strangers here, 
who have come from the Crimea since the 
cessation of the war. Among these were 
many Jews, some of whom had served in 
the British Foreign Legion, and others who 
had gone to the seat of war for traffic Many 
of them have come here after their means 
were consumed at Constantinople, and, as is 
too often the case with the poor, they sought 
for the missionary, who is looked upon by 
many as a man sent from home to relieve 
poverty. Many such have been brought in 
contact with me of late, and whose circum- 
stances gave ample opportunities to point out 
to them the Great Saviour and friend of 
sinners, and to give New Testaments and 
tracts to read. One of them was an inte- 
resting young man, who had married a young 
Jewess from Pesth. He himself had been in 
tlie London Jewish Institution, from whence 
he went to join the Polish Legion in the 
East. He had evidently received good in- 
struction in the above institution, and I 
might almost say, that he was not far from 
the kingdom of God. He expressed himself 
very anxious to have still a course of instruc- 
tion, and then to be baptized. But the first 
thing was to provide for himself and his wife, 
and he was ready to take any employment. 
The next time he came he brought bis wife 
along with him, evidently a most respectable 
Jewess from Pesth, who was anxious to work 
along with her husband for their daily bread. 
As she could sew well, we promised her imme- 
diate employment, fixed a day for her commen- 
dug to work, but, strange to say, since that 
time they have not appeared again, nor have 
I been able hitherto to learn what has be- 
come of them ; they may have gone to Cairo 



or Jerusalem, as they once expressed their 
wish to do. 

On Saturday, I had a viut of three young 
Jews; they had formerly come in contact with 
missionaries at Constantinople; they anxi- 
ously requested me to give them some tracts 
and New Testaments, which I gladly did, 
after having read and expounded to them at 
some length parts of the Gospels. One, a 
young Jew, a watchmaker by profession, has 
repeatedly visited me, and we had frequently 
interesting conversations together ; the poor 
fellow has consumption, and I fear he will 
not be long here on earth. He has been my 
patient for some time ; he is well acquainted 
with the New Testament, and I believe finds 
a certain degree of comfort in reading it. His 
state of health, and probable early remo- 
val from this world, gave me many an oppor- 
tunity to entreat him to seek the one thing 
needful; he continually asks for tracts, 
which he reads, and from his conversations, 
I learn that he understands them welL He 
will leave this week for Cairo, as I recom- 
mended to him, where the balmy otime may 
contribute to prolong his life, and perhaps 
restore his health. 

The Chief Rabbi I continue to vimt regu- 
larly, and am received by him with the greatest 
friendship, and, at least professed, affection. 
When the Rev. Mr Stem passed here, we 
went there together, and found several 
Rabbis, with whom we had a long and inte- 
resting conversation about the state oi the 
Jews, and about the Messiah. Last week I 
met no less than eight learned Jews with 
him, with whom I conversed about the dif- 
ferences in opinion between the Jews and 
Christians concerning the first appearance of 
Messiah. There was one among them, an 
old interesting Rabbi from Jerusalem, who 
spoke highly of all the missionaries there, 
saying, 'If the religion of Cbrist haa done no 
more, it has made at least true firiends of you 
towards us poor Jews;* from which I took 
an opportunity to demonstrate clearly the 
religion of Christ, and its effects. I ex- 
pounded to them that Christ not only fed the 
hungry, &c., but also preached the Grospel of 
His kingdom, saying, * That he who believed 
in Him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.' The Chief Rabbi himself, who 
converses freely about Christ when I am 
alone with him, never joins the conversatioa 
carried on in his presence, and, when asked 
a question on such occasions, gives but a 
brief answer. 

One young Syrian, a convert of the Ame- 
rican 'mission in Damascus, comes every 
Sunday to me for prayer and Scriptore read- 
ing. He is, I believe, a spiiitaally-minded 
young man, and now die only Syrian convert 
here. 
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Abont sixty English Tesaels have been in 
the harbour for some months. I availed 
myself of the opportunity to supply them 
with tracts, and have distributed more than 
2000 among them, and several hundreds to 
Swedish and German sailors. 

I have had a good deal to do daring the 
sickly season with poor Jews, Mohammedans, 
and Syrians, and have treated no less than 
four hundred for different diseases during the 
last three months, and supplied them all 
gratis with medicines. I have done the 
same during the whole time that I have been 
here, and have treated no less than several 
thousands since that time ; and of that great 
number, only three died who were under 
my care. I feel most grateful in being able 
to adminster to their bodily ailments, whilst 
labouring principally for the salvation of their 
souls. 

Upon the request of some of the Jews 
here, a Rabbi in Leghorn has lately opened 
a boarding-school for the education of young 
Jews from this. Several sons of native Jews 
left this place for Leghom'a few weeks ago ; 
they pay £35 per annum. Some of them 
had waited until they saw that there was no 
hope more for our school. 

The Jesuits become more and more active 
here. They are enlarging their buildings, in 
order to be able to take in a greater number 
of children than they have now in their 
sehools ; and for want of other schools here, 
they can boast now of having Jewish as well 
as Protestant, and a few children of respec- 
table Mohammedan parents, and I am sorry 
to say, they have also now some respectable 
Snglish children. 

The want of Mr and Mrs Brown's society 
we feel very much, as our other society here 
18 very limited, or rather only of a formal 
nature, as the men here, in their mercantile 
callings, are too much engaged ; and even the 
few souls here whose sympathy I know we 
have, have no time to spare to give us much 
of their society during the week, and on 
Sabbath we can still less count upon them 
to spend a few hours with us in devotional 
exercises, as they are either kept busy by the 
mail, or, also, it would not be considered 
respectable to go to a private place of worship 
where there is an Episcopal Chorch. 

I am sorry to say that we have not been 
able as yet to commence Miss Pringle^s girls' 
school. It is entirely on account of the great 
difficulty in finding a house or room for the 



purpose ; and our own honse is too far for the 
parents to send their children. That such a 
difficulty should occur in a large city like 
this, friends at home can scarcely believe, but 
such is the case. Alexandria has become 
crowded with inhabitants since the cessation 
of the war, and every habitable place in the 
town is filled; yea, I know places where 
there are twenty Frenchmen together in one 
room. The rents are not only rising, but 
they are become three and fourfold, and even 
at very high rents, no dwelling can be had 
without paying first a high quit-rent to those 
who live in it. The man who has taken Mr 
Brown's house, got £10 quit-rent for leaving 
a very small flat. A friend of ours was lately 
seeking a house ; he found a flat, of which the 
rent was £100, but those who live in it 
would not give up the house except they got 
£100 quit-rent. The same gentleman took 
afterwards a small flat for £60 per annum, 
but, before he could get the keys, he had to 
pay £20 quit -rent. A lady, occupying a few 
apartments between two hotels, has the 
offer of £360 quit-rent, but she will not go 
out of her rooms except she gets double that 
sum, though her rent is only £45 per annum. 
Such is the state of things here, and from 
these facts our friends at home, especially the 
ladies in Paisley, will see the obstacles which 
hitherto have prevented the opening of Miss 
Pringle's school; and also the directors will 
learn from these facts, that it is almost im- 
possible for the present to find any premises 
whatever for a mission-house. We have 
employed every possible means ; have pro- 
mised good rewards, if a house could be 
found. Our friends in the house of Messrs 
Tod & Rathbone have kindly aided us; and 
even their broker, who is better acquainted 
with Alexandria, says, afler having been 
seeking for some weeks, ' There is neither a 
house nor a habitable hole in Alexandria 
to be had for any rent.' Whilst not ceasing 
to be on the alert, we must exercise our 
patience and faith ; perhaps these dark clouds 
may pass by ere long, and a bright sunshine 
may yet enlighten and enliven the dead state 
of thos^ around us here. Perhaps the Lord 
is trying us; let us wait, and watch and 
pray, and Egypt, with all its Jews, will yet 
be permitted to lift up its head, when the re- 
demption of Christ shall draw nigh, when the 
desert shall blossom, rejoice, and be glad. 
Yours very truly, 
4th Oct, 1856. H. Philip. 
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PAISLEY. 

EDUCATION AT ALEXANDRIA. 

A social meeting of the members and 
friends of the Ladiet^ AssocicUion/or promot- 
ing ih€ eduoatUm of JewUh females in AUx" 



andria, was held in the Abbey Close United 
Presbyterian Hall, on the evening of Monday, 
13th Oct., at six o'clock. The Kev. Dr Baird 
occupied the chair — supported by various 
ministers of the town; Rev. B. Grant Brown, 
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Alexaadrift) and Memn Henderson and Sal- 
Idnson of the Scottish Society for the Gonrer- 
sfon of Israel After tea, the chairman stated 
that they had met to hear from the Rer Mr 
Brown some account of the state of matters 
at Alexandria, as affecting more spedally, 
the ohjeots of the Ladies* Society. On being 
called upon, Mr Brown rose and communi- 
cated a Variety of important and graphic 
details. After referring to the peculiar 
character of Alexandria as 'a meeting place 
of the nations,' its rapid growth and com- 
mercial consequence, he stated that, particu- 
larly since the extension of the town, it 
had become over populated by an influx of 
miscellaneous persons from the Crimea and 
elsewhere, that a great run upon the accom- 
modations of the city had taken place, render- 



ing it difficult to obtain eten a school-room. 
As yet Dr Philip and himself had been unable 
to find one suitable for the purposes of tiid 
Society, but these obstacles, he beUeT^^ 
would only be of temporary continuance, 
and meantime the Ladies had every reason 
for gratitude, in view of the admirable quali- 
ties of their agent, and her great zeal and 
success in the study of Arabic, a knowledgei 
of which was essential to the usefhlness of a 
teacher or missionary in that part of the 
world. Other speeches followed, and a 
cordial vote of thanks was tendered to Mr 
Brown for his interesting and encouraging 
address. The meeting, which warmly sym- 
pathized in the sentiments expressed by the 
missionary, was closed at 8 o'clock. 



MISCELLANEA. 



AOBIOULTURiX COLONIB». 

There exists in the City of New York an 
association under the presidency of Sigis- 
mund Waterman, M.D., for the promotion 
of agriculture among Israelites in America. 
For the moment we have mislaid the printed 
constitution, which Dr W. had handed us ; 
but we commend the project heartily to aU 
disposed to engage in field labour, and we 
would refer them for the particulars to Dr 
Waterman, at No. 100, Forsyth-street. It 
is needless for us to repeat that we should 
be happy to see Israelites resorting to the 
tillage of the soil, in lieu of engaging so 
generally in trade of various kinds, educa- 
tion and labour being the best means to ele- 
vate the character of our or any nation. We 
hope that our friends will address us on this 
subject. — Occident, 

Tuscjurr. 
We learn from a communication addressed 
to the '£ducatore Israelita,'* that those 
Jews in Tuscany who practise the profession 
of the law are restricted to cases among 
their co-religionists. There are at present 
several eminent Jewish lawyers in tlft coun- 
tryi whose talents are universally acknow- 
ledged, and of whose services Christians 
would willingly avail themselves did the law 
permit it. Such restrictions are truly dis- 
graceful, and betray a degree of religious 
intolerance which we hardly expected in 
comparatively liberal Tosoany. — i/sims^ 
Chronicle, 

B17S8IA. 

•Le Nord,* in publishing the imperial 
manifestoes issued at the coronation of the 
czar, states, * The subjects of his msgesty 
belongiDg to the Jewish creed have also 

*i the oljectB of generous clemency on. 



the part of the Empcuor, who has deigned 
to free them from tW^fpecial burdens that 
their recruitment hitfawto imp os ed opoo 

them.' 

TURKBT. 

The Pasha of Mostar has issued an address 
to the Christians and the Jews, eiyoiniog 
them to observe the laws, and promising 
them the protection of the govemmenti 
against any injury or pr^udioe they might 
suffer on the part of the Tarks»----JewMk 
Chronicle, 

AUSTRIA — ^JSW gOLDIEBS. 

According to recent statistioal acooonti, 
it appears that the number of Jews now 
servine in the Austrian army amounts t* 
12,000. Among this number there art 
500 officers, surgeons with the rank of 
officers, and paymasters. A number of 
others have the rank of non-oommissioned 
officers, from the fiict that most of the 
Jewish persuasion can read and write. At 
all the grand fetes of their religion these 
men are exempt from duty, and allowed to 
attend their places of worship. Young 
Jews being no longer obliged to aljnre the 
religion of their fathers in order to pass as 
officers, a number of tiiem have entcved the 
military schools, and are remarked for their 
diligent application to the Tarious studies.— 
Daily Neu>t, 

It has been decided by the ministsn ef 
public instruction, and of the interior, that 
the Jews in Austria shall establish public 
schools for their children, and that at their 
own expense. — Times, 

At the request of the clergy of a faubourg 
of Vienna, twelve foreign physicians, Israel- 
ites, attached to the hospital of this quarteri 



THE 



FRIEND OF ISRAEL 



"and so all ISRAEL SHALL BE SAVED.'* 



TO THE JEW FIRST. 



Thb Jew has claims on the compassion and zeal of the Christian church 
common to him and men of all nations. He is a man, a sinful perishing 
raan, a man needing salvation, and to whom Christ's salvation is suited ; 
he is our fellow-man, and one included certainly within the range of 
the great commandment — Preach the gospel to every creature. By what- 
ever argument, therefore, drawn from the Saviour's commission, the 
worth of the soul, or the glory of salvation, you urge the church to 
missionary effort on behalf of" any other tribe or people on earth, you may 
equally press Christians to endeavours for the conversion of Israel. But 
there are special considerations, beside and beyond these, applicable only 
to the case of the Jew, by which interest may be stimulated and zeal pro- 
voked ; and we propose in a few paragraphs, to offer some statements and 
illustrations of these peculiar arguments, wherein the Jew * hath advan- 
tage.' 

We connect with this theme the words prefixed, simply by way of 
motto, as a convenient symbol of the subject, not as a text which embodies 
or establishes the thought. The expression ' To the Jew first,' occurs 
thrice in the Epistle to the Romans — chapter i. ] 6, and chapter ii. 9, 
10— but in none of these places does it convey the idea that the 
gospel has any special adaptation to the favoured nation throughout 
all time, or that there are obligations resting on the church and 
its ministers to preach the gospel first to them. In chap. i. 16, it 
records the fact as to the order of its early publication^ seeing that by 
Christ's direction the apostles began the work of evangelizing the world 
at Jerusalem, and among their own countrymen, found in whatever place. 
In the other passages it points to an aggravation of doom on the one 
hand, and an enhancement of reward on the other, growing out of the 
peculiar privileges of the chosen nation. The unbelieving Jew would 
be beaten with many ^tripes, as knowing, but doing not ; and the 
believing recompensed with many joys, as one that had been faithful in 
the use of many talents. It would be quite an overstraining of the 
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expression to adduce it by way of proof, tbat besides those reasons for 
preaching the gospel, common to the case of all men, there are argu- 
ments of a peculiar sort demanding its promulgation especially among the 
Jews. 

Such considerations, however, do exist, though not referred to in these 
words. Let it be quite understood, at the same time, that when we 
speak of special arguments for Jewish missions, we do not mean to convey 
the idea that in all places where the gospel preacher penetrates, he should 
seek out first the lost sheep of the bouse of Israel, or that there is now 
any appointed order, in respect of the division of the race, into Jews 
and Gentiles, of evangelizing a community or bringing the world to 
Christ. We mean simply that there are peculiar facts and considerations 
fitted to invest Jewish missions with a more than ordinarily fervid interest, 
to awaken a sympathy specially tender, and an effort correspondiogly 
ardent, self-denying, and persistent. We mean that for the Jew com- 
passion may well fehed her most pitiful tear, prayer offer up its strongest cry, 
and Christian enterprise work with an arm nerved to its utmost stretch 
of enduring exertion. 

Now the considerations we propose to adduce may be linked, for 
memory's sake, with the past, the present, and the future. Under the 
first, we would appeal to the principle of veneration, the sentiment of 
gratitude, and the sense of justice ; under the second, to the heroism and 
the pity of Christians ; and under the third, to the strong heart of hope. 
Thus we shall see that admiration, thankfulness, regret, sanctified ambition, 
compassion, and happy expectation, plead for the Jew. 

First, linked with the past, we would appeal to the feeling of venera- 
tion with which we cannot but regard the ancestry of Israel. 

There is something very touching in the spectacle of a rich and noble 
family fallen into decay. The royal house of David, for example, repre- 
sented by a carpenter in Nazareth, and his humble betrothed ; the regal 
tree of Jesse smittten down, and living only in a lowly root, is a sight 
awakening interest peculiarly tender. We cannot help in such cases 
at once contrasting the present depression with the former honours, and 
investing that depression with something of the glory of the past. 
The press of the day notes with eagerness the fortunes of the descendants 
of great men, and chronicles the death of one, however humble, who 
had in his veins the blood of the poet, philosopher, or hero. Even a 
relic — a book, a chair, a seal — which has passed from the home and hand 
of the great of former times, into the saleroom of the auctioneer, appears 
to all eyes surrounded with a halo of touching associations. And the 
Jew is the relic of the mighty past — the representative of a wondrous 
and renowned people. As you look on him, you cannot forget that he is 
descended from the kings of the earth. Himself, all too conscious of the 
greatness of his ancestry, you would, perhaps, endeavour to lead to humble 
thoughts, but you remember well the glory of his forefathers. What 
a history they had, from the day when the voice of God called Abram 
in Chaldean Ur, to the hour when the Roman conqueror tore up with 
the ploughshare the ruins of the fallen temple ! » What a series of great 
men shone in the lustre of mighty deeds all along the line of that history ! 
What a pastoral staff was that of the great patriarchs ! What a rod was 
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Amram's son's ! Wkat a voice was his who bade the sun stand still ! What 
a sword was Gideon's! What an arm the * strong DaniteV ! What a harp 
did David strike — on what a throne of magnificence did his successor sit I 
What reformers were Hezekiah and Josiah! What an incorruptible 
statesman was Daniel ! What a disinterested patriot the cup-bearer of 
Artaxerxes I What a hero Paul ! What titles some of these ancients wore — 
Abraham the friend of God — Moses the servant faithful in all his house — 
David the man after God's own heart — Daniel the man greatly beloved 
— ^Nathanaei the Israelite, in whom was no guile I In a word, we find in 
the nation as a whole, the people chosen of God to preserve his name 
and wtMTship throughout many generations, moving on the sunlit uplands, 
while the world sat in shadow beneath ; and in the eminent men of that 
nation, the favoured aristocracy of the race in whose history God wrought 
oat those anticipatory representations of the verities and glories of the 
kingdom of Grod, which his plan of redemption embraced. They stand up, 
amid the race of men in the past, like lofty mountain-tops catching the 
first beams of the sun, and announcing his approach to the plains below. 
Amid renowned names, the most widely known, and the most highly 
honoured are the progenitors of the Jewish people. Nor need we further 
illustrate their greatness ; the reader has the materials in his own hands — - 
seeing that the singular people of whom we speak have their story 
immortally recorded in the pages of that book which God himself in- 
spired their holy men to write. 

By all the hallowed associations, therefore, which cluster round the 
track of this nation's early history — by all the emotions of veneration and 
love with which we have followed the course of their great fathers— *let us 
be moved to pity and help the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 
the representatives of that people whose capital city was Jerusalem, the 
temple-crowned, and whose strange and peerless story is recorded in the 
book of God. 

Next, in connection with the past, there is an argument in behalf of 
the Jew from gratitude. 

The very dispensations of Providence which made the Jews so great, 
make us their debtors. They were elevated not for themselves alone, 
but for us. They wrote and they acted for our learning. They were 
the channels of heavenly communication to the race. They were the 
subjects, the writers, and the custodiers of the Bible. To a very great 
extent the sacred Scriptures are occupied with an account of their event- 
ful national life ; the Old Testament is little more than a biography of 
the ancient Jew, with illustrations of its hidden meanings. And what 
they acted, by the Spirit's direction they committed to writing, leaving 
us the oldest, wisest, and most wondrous book the world ever saw. And 
what was written they preserved ; watching with a scrupulous attention 
the very letters of the sacred page, and bequeathing to the world the 
richest legacy a nation ever left. Greece did mankind some service, 
and Rome had her mission in the earth ; but neither will bear a moment's 
comparison with the influence of Jewry. In thee, said God to Abraham, 
and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; and a circu- 
lated Bible itself verifies the promise this day. 

Nor have the Jews given us the Bible alone, and themselves as the 
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subjects in great measure of its histories and instructions — but they 

have given us Him who, in a yet higher sense, is the theme of all its 

pages. Salvation is of the Jews. Jesus was their kinsman according to 

the flesh. Not that we are to know the Messiah now as for any one nation — 

he is brother of the race ; yet is it not to be forgotten that the line of the 

Saviour's ancestry ran through generations of the Jewish people; that he 

is the seed of Abraham, and the son of David. We will not say when 

we look on a Jew in these days, that here is a man who can claim a 

nearer kindredship to Jesus than we can ; we do not forget that he who 

doeth the will of the heavenly Father is the Saviour's true brother, and 

sister, and mother — a believing Gentile is nearer far to Jesus than an 

unbelieving Jew — nay, an unbelieving Gentile is welcome as the Jew to 

say in faith, my kinsman Redeemer; yet surely we may admit with 

interest the thought that the progenitors of the Jews of these days were 

the ancestors of Jesus, and the land to which the wanderer looks back, 

that land which was trodden by the blessed feet of Incarnate God. Be 

the Jews then hardened, degraded, outcast as they may, how can we 

forget that through them came to us the oracles of God, and of them, 

as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for 

ever ! 

As, therefore, we value our Bibles, and hope in Jesus, let us pity and 
love the Jew. 

Finally, we may appeal to the sense of justice, and ask redress for 
long injuries. 

It is not our purpose to present here any picture of the suflTcrings of 
the Jewish people during their dispersion. They are proverbial. Robbery, 
exile, death, scorn, are the words which describe the treatment they have 
received at the hands of the Gentiles. In fearful retribution these things 
have come upon them. They made the Saviour a by- word, and the song of 
the drunkard ; and they have themselves become a proverb and a 
hissing in the world, the off-scouring of all things. They cast Jesus out 
of their city as one polluted ; and the land has spued them forth as vile. 
They embrued their hands in his blood ; and blood has been given them 
to drink. But in all this, the Gentile oppressors were no more guiltless 
than the Jews were in persecuting and crucifying Christ. If prophecy 
will justify us, it will equally vindicate them ; for they did to Christ what 
God's hand and purpose had determined before to be done. And as we 
would move the Jew to seek and serve him whom his fathers crucified, 
and serve him the more lovingly for the remembrance of their cruelty 
and wrong — so would we ask the Christian to love and help the Jew, in 
redress for the long course of injury to which he has been subjected. 
Let this thought, too, repress our censure when we would speak severely 
of the poor Jew's faults. We helped to nurture them ; we hardened his 
heart ; we aided in making him jealous, covetous, deceitful, proud. Let 
us undo our work ; let love throw down the barriers which hate has 
erected — let us soften by the spring-heat of kindness what frosts of wintry 
scorn have bound. By the memoiy of his fathers' woes, let us haste to 
take the wanderer back to our home and to our bosom. 

By this we are naturally led to the consideration of the present, and 
link therewith an argument to pity and heroism. 
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And, first, to pity. 

Let us bring the Jew before our eye, and observe in how many aspects 
of his present sad condition he deserves our compassion. He is, first of 
all, a stranger in a strange land. What happened to his fathers in the 
days of Israel's youth has again befallen him in his nation's age; he has 
been made to know the heart of a stranger, not now in Egypt only, but 
in all countries under heaven. Found in all lands — he has a home in 
none ; in the very streets of his own Jerusalem he is an alien and an 
outcast. Yet he sore longs after his father's house, and often when his 
living hopes fail, desires to lay his dust within the sacred territory. Now 
we know how strongly emigrant sons of our own favoured Scotland, even 
when comfort and prosperity meet them in the land of their adoption, 
yearn for the hills and valleys of the old country, and may thence deduce 
some conception of the passionate desire of the Jew after the inheritance 
of ancient Israel, Remembering Zion, no wonder that he hangs his 
harp upon the willow and weeps. To the desolate condition of the 
stranger, he often adds the pitiable hardships of poverty ; not that penury 
characterizes the nation — the opposite idea, indeed, though also mistakenly, 
has stamped itself in proverbs — but pillage in days gone by, oppression in 
many places still,, and, in regard to multitudes, the restless migratory 
habits they have acquired, have widely superinduced the evils of a grinding 
destitution. Now the rich stranger can procure for himself anywhere 
alleviations of his homeless state, but the poor is doubly an exile. 
All this, however, is but the external picture, the worst remains. The 
Jew is now what the Gentile once was, an alien from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and stranger to the covenants of promise, without Christ and 
without hope. He, the descendant of that Abraham who was called the 
friend of God — he, whose fathers heard Jehovah from the midst of the 
fire, say, I am the Lord thy God, now wanders disinherited and disowned, 
not knowing the God of his ancestors, because refusing to believe in the 
name of Him whom the Father hath sent. His own religion has become 
to him a form and a blank — the shrivelled and broken crust of the chry- 
salis, after the winged insect has soared away. We will not, indeed, 
venture to affirm that among the devout Jews there are none, who, 
though in time living long after the advent of the Messiah, are yet in 
condition living as it were before it ; to whom the evidences that the 
Christ must needs have come, and has come, have never been presented ; 
who yet, feeling the burden of their sins, are looking for the promised 
deliverer; who are, in short, in the posture somewhat of those early 
disciples of Jesus that ere his birth looked for redemption in Jerusalem. 
We indeed cling to the hope that there may be such, who, like the disciples 
at Ephesus, in regard to the advent of the Spirit, have not yet heard 
whether the Saviour has come, but are sighing for his coming ; seen of 
Jesus as Nathanael was, beneath the fig tree, before the call has reached 
them. But the idea does not repress zeal to preach Jesus to the Jew ; 
it ministers special encouragement, for if there be such persons among the 
* scattered nation,' we may be sure that the news of Jesus' advent will 
meet from them a ready reception. Could we reach them and cry, 
bringing New Testament facts before them, ' Behold the Lamb of God !' 
we may conclude certainly that, taught of the Spirit, they yrovMkxi^y^ >^\fe 
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Lord, and their response resemble other confessions of the old disciples — 
* We have found Him of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did 
write.* ' Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, the Saviour of Israel.' ' Lord, 
our eyes have seen thy salvation.* 

But whatever we may say of the idea now suggested; whether we call it 
probable hope, or idle speculation, there is in the condition of the sincere 
adherents to Judaism — that portion of the nation to whom their fathers* 
faith has not yet become a mere tradition, who believe in the divinity of 
the Bible, and have a zeal of God, though not according to knowledge — 
something fitted to interest the feelings deeply, and call for Christian effort 
for their conversion. They are stricken with blindness at the door of the 
temple; the book of life is in their hands, but they read it with a vdl on; 
they are fainting and falling at the gates of the city of refuge. The glory 
of their own faith is past ; temple, priest, sacrifice, throne, all gone — ^yet 
they cling to it, as men who, having received a gem enclosed in a casket 
to keep till a fixed time for its being set in the diadem of a king, have 
allowed the jewel to be abstracted and enshrined in its place, while they 
obstinately hold, as if it still were valuable, the unlocked, nay, broken 
case. Their religion is made up of fragments of the casket. Stilly that 
casket once held the jewel, and, even yet, serves to bid its possessors 
search for the departed treasure^ It is as if the tabernacle still stood 
among them, without the heaven-kindled fire on the altar, or the glory oi 
God between the cherubim, calling on them to arise and ask whither 
the great Inhabitant has gone ! There is more, for this were but a voice 
saying. Not here ; whereas the Scriptures, still in the hands of the Jew, 
rightly pondered, would lead the inquirer, as the star led the Ma^i, to the 
place where Jesus dwelt. May we not hope that one day these Scriptures, 
seen with eyes which the Spirit has unveiled, will hold a most iraportiBit 
place in the means by which alienated Israel will be turned to the Lord? 

Another class of the Jews, in these days, present us with a eoadition 
not less pitiable certainly, if less hopeful. These have in tr^th cast off 
their old faith. Their conformity to Jewish religious customs is but a 
decent compMment to their ancestry, a part of their national pride. They 
have outgrown the dead ritual, and have not found the substitute of life. 
They live for the present world ; the visible abswbs their care. After 
all those things once the engrossing objects of Gentile search, they now 
seek — but ask not for the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 

Springing up, as it were, between these classes, there is a third sectioiH 
differing from both. These want a i^th, but confess the old to be 
effete. They say they must have life. They strive meanwhile to revivify 
the ancient system, galvanizing the corse. To them we might say, Why 
seek ye the living among the dead ? He is not here, he is risen. Those 
things are but the place where the Lord lay. This yearning after life, 
however, is most hopeful. It is one of the cheering signs of our times, that 
we find it all around us. There is much, indeed, c^ pure cant in the 
iteration of the cry with which the ear is familiar. It is the jargon of 
the hour. But there is much besides of a true interpretation of the weary 
heart of humanity, the voice of a want not understood by itself. Even this 
prayer of the destitute, the compassionate One will not disregard, this 
groaning of creation he will not fail to hear ; and as He went down to 
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note the sighing of this Israel in Egypt, he will surely visit his church, 
and establish his kingdom, not forgetting the people yet beloved for the 
fathers' sakes. 

Under the head of the present, we would add a few words in the way 
of an argument to Christian heroism. 

Jewish missions, it cannot be denied, present peculiar difficulties. The 
scattered state of all, the wandering habits and restless frame of mind 
met with in many, offer, no doubt, formidable obstacles. The prejudices 
against Christianity (though these are lessening), and the sad leaven of 
national pride which must be encountered by the Christian missionary, 
are barriers hard to be thrown down. But are difficult works of Christian 
enterprise to be shunned t Are we become in these days, in the spiritual 
conflict, an unwarlike and timid generation? Have we neither the faith 
to face and master the difficulties, nor to meet, and bear, and hold out 
in spite of disappointment ? Shall we have none in Christ's cause coveting 
the forlorn hope, if forlorn hope in any sense there were 1 Commerce 
finds men for the most perilous enterprises ; science lacks no adventurous 
sons; gold has its martyrs of endurance and daring; Gentile missions have 
their noble heroes ; shall the Jewish field alone be too repulsive to be 
encountered ? It cannot be. Not to speak of honoured names already 
associated with this blessed enterprise, are there not those among the 
followers of Jesus who will come to this field as a scene of conflict for the 
bravest spirits ? to whom the very difficulties are attractions, having faith 
in God to do and to endure ? May the Lord of the harvest send forth 
labourers unto his harvest I 

This argument to heroic courage may be seconded by a word addressed 
in association with the future, to the hopes of Christian men. We have 
room for but a word. 

There are various questions regarding the future destiny of the Jews, 
answered differently by Christian men, the friends of Israel, on which we 
shall not touch. Whether the conversion of Israel is to be associated 
with their restoration to the land of Palestine — whether, if so associated, 
it shall precede or follow their territorial restoration— and by what 
peculiar manifestations of God the result shall be accomplished, are 
inquiries on which we shall not enter. Let it suffice that two things 
stand out in the Jewish future acknowledged by all. The mass of the 
nation shall yet be brought to Jesus, and their conversion shall wonder- 
fully bless the church and the world. All missions are hopeful ; Jewish 
missions are specially so. All missions are important; a peculiar impor- 
tance attaches to these. The Jew's conversion lies in the general promise 
embracing the world; and it is expressed besides in specific promise 
pertaining to himself. In the light, then, of that twofold assurance — * the 
earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord,' and * all Israel shall be 
saved' — let the Christian church work on. Who can tell how near the 
time is? Who can tell how soon the question of the prophetic page 
shall be answered by glorious fact — Shall a nation be born in a day? 
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A WORD TO THE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE SCOTTISH 
SOCIETY FOR THE CONVERSION OF ISRAEL, ON ITS PROGRESS 
AND PROSPECTS. 

Nearly twelve years have passed since a few friends met and formed the 
Glasgow Christian Society on Behalf of the Jews. Despite the 
indifference of many of their fellow Christians, these friends, impressed 
with the vast importance of its objects, continued their efforts to sustain 
the infant association. They laboured in the hope of better days ; and 
were at length cheered by the hearty assurance of interest from brethren 
in other parts of the country. It appeared after a while desirable that the 
Society should bear a title having a wider reference, and accordingly in 
the year 1848 the new designation, * Scottish Society for the Conversion 
of Israel,' was adopted. Ministers and the Society's agents have advocated 
its claims in the pulpits of various denominations throughout the land. By 
this means, and also by its monthly periodical, and other publications, 
many have been made acquainted with its constitution, objects, and opera- 
tions, and have become its earnest supporters. The fruits of the various 
efforts to extend the Society appear in several auxiliary associations now 
in active operation, and in recurring congregational and individual liber- 
ality, which indicate awakened and progressing concern for the conversion 
of the Jewish people to the faith of the Gospel. 

One fact connected with the history of the Society may be taken as 
satisfactory evidence of the advancing interest of Scottish Christians in 
Israel's salvation : while the annual average of contributions for the first 
three years was £Q'2 13s 9^d, the annual average for the three years ending 
31st March, 1856, was £1305 8d 3-^d. In proportion as the income of 
the Society and the prospects of support have warranted the procednre, 
its missionary operations have been extended. 

In June, 1847, Mr Elvin was engaged to labour among the Jews at 
Hamburg, where he is still stationed. 

In August, 1850, the Rev. Dr Philip left this country, in order to occupy 
Algiers as a mission station, and in December, 1852, removed to Alex- 
andria in Egypt, where he continues to labour. 

In April, 1852, the Rev. Benjamin Weiss set out for Algiers, where he 
is still engaged in missionary efforts. 

In September, 1853, the Rev. R. Grant Brown was appointed as Dr 
Philip's colleague at Alexandria, where he remained until, through ill 
health, compelled to return to this country in 1856. 

In December, 1856, Mr Salkinson, after two years* service as a home 
agent of the Society, removed to Hamburg, and is now employed there as 
a Missionary to the Jews. Besides these agents, the Society has at 
various periods employed Teachers at Alexandria, and Colporteurs at 
Hamburg and at Algiers, and have also employed means for the promo- 
tion of the spiritual well-being of Jews in this country. 

In the management of the home and foreign affairs of the Society, the 
Directors have aimed at economy, so far as consistent with efficiency ; yet, 
the necessary expenditure caused by the opening of new stations, the out- 
fit and travelling expenses of Missionaries, and their removal in con- 
sequence of the loss of health, has pressed heavily on the funds of the 
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Society, and sorely tried its juvenile strength. And, on the other hand, 
the means employed to gain for the Society an honourable place among 
the Christian institutions which are the glory of our land, have of necessity 
caused considerable expense. At the same time, it is not easy to see 
how, with less expenditure, the means could have been raised for carrying 
on its Missionary operations, or how, without such expenditure, its present 
footing could have been gained. 

Some of the difficulties connected with the establishment of the Society 
have been overcome, and reduction of the home expenditure has followed 
in consequence. 

As a step towards securing steady support, with lessened outlay in col- 
lecting funds, the Directors recently issued the following circular which 
was forwarded to ministers of churches having no denominational mission 
to the Jews : — 

Dear Sir, — Presuming that by means of Annual Reports, The Friend op Israel, 
visits of Deputies, or previous communications from our office, you are already acquainted 
with the object and operations of this Society, we feel it to be unnecessary here to enter into 
details, and proceed to invite your kiiid attention to the following statement and request. 

This Society has to a large extent been supported hitherto by collections made on the 
occasion of deputies visitii:g churches. This mode of raising funds has necessarily proved 
expensive, and we greatly desire to adopt other means whereby this part of the expenditure 
may be reduced without impairing the Society's income. 

It is believed that so much interest in Jewish Missions now exists, that were ministers to 
propose to their ch arches annual collections on behalf of this Society, the proposal would, in 
the majority of cases, be cordially received. And were such collections made simuHaneouslyt 
local interchange of pulpit in promotion of the object, where deemed desirable) might be 
effected at little expense. 

Trusting that this suggestion meets your approval, and in the event of your church not 
having contributed to the Society's funds since the close of its financial year on 3]8t March, 
we respectfully request yon to arrange for Collection being made on the third Sabbath of 
January, 1857, or at any other time before 3 1st March next, that yon may regard as more 
snitable. 

Allow us to express our willingness to co-operate with you in your kind endeavours to 
excite or sustain an interest among your people in the conversion of the Jews to the faith of 
the Grospel. And when, as at present. Missionary agents happen to be in this country, we 
will be happy, on your request, to make arrangements for special services in your church, 
leaving with yourself to determine as to the mode of support, whether by immediate oollec* 
tion — periodical contribution from your Missionary funds— or collection on the day above- 
named. 

A few churches have for several years contributed to the Society monthly, on retiring at 
the close of public worship. This plan may be found suitable for your people. 

We cordially invite your correspondence on matters relating to the interests of the Society, 
and will esteem it a favour to have from you any suggestion that may serve to promote its 
welfare. 

It will be deemed specially obliging if you inform us by an early communication whether 
you approve of the suggestion that simultaneous annual collection should be made, and 
encouraging for us to know that by this or other measures we may reckon on the future 
periodical support of your congregation. 

We are, dear Sir, 

On behalf of the Board, 

JOHN ROBSON, D.D., President 
J. W, GATHERAL, Treasurer, 
THOMAS HENDERSON, -S-ccre/ary. 

In some instances replies to this circular have been received in the 
form of collections, which have been promptly made \ in otVvftx«>^ ^^wNxv- 
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butions from Missionary Societies have appeared as the response ; while 
the hearty expressions of interest in the Society, and promises of future 
support, are very numerous. The proposal in reference to simultaneous 
annual collections is extensively approved. It is at the same time evident, 
from the tenor of many of the replies, that while the deputation operations 
of the Society may be lessened, these cannot, consistently with a due regard 
to its safety and future prosperity, be wholly given up. 

Subjoined are a few extracts from letters addressed to the Secretary by 
ministers of different denominations, and in various parts of the country, 
in reply to the foregoing circular. 

** The idea of annual collections, and of local interchange of pu1pit.«i, is a good one, if it can 
be carried out." 

" I do not see that we could aid the Society to any extent without the visit of a 
deputation/' 

** I quite approve of your plan of annual collections, without the expense of always send- 
ing deputies. I think my congregation would be prepared to give an annual collection with 
or without a deputation." 

'* If spared, I shall do my best to fall in with your simultaneous collection in 1858, should 
no other opportunity occur before then of aiding your excellent Society." 

" The plan of a simultaneous collection is a good one, and we may conform to it on another 
occasion. This year we made the collection on the same day as in 1855." 

" Your proposed simultaneous, or at least annual collection will, I trust, aid your funds 
better than deputations. I think I may safely promise such a collection in future." 

" An annual collection, I fear, would not be likely to realize the same amount as a collec- 
tion made in connexion with the visit of a deputy from your Society." 

•* I laid your circular before my session at our last meeting, and we agreed meanwhile to 
make a collection on some Sabbath in January on behalf of your Society. ... I will 
do all in my power to aid the interests of the Society." 

" Your printed circular of October was submitted to our session, and their approval of its 
suggestions was unanimous. We make a voluntary collection in January, at all events before 
the end of March. They do not pledge an annual collection, though they purpose to aim at 
it, and we intend to try to keep you in recollection. Wishing your Mission great success." 

" I shall endeavour to get a collection for you on the third Sabbath of January, or as early 
after that as possible. You are well aware that it is not an easy matter to get country con- 
gregations to collect either liberally or frequently, but perhaps, a considerable part of the 
blame lies upon ministers themselves. We are in general too scrupulous about asking our 
people to collect, for fear of oflFending them ; but this should certainly not prevent us from 
giving them an opportunity, and the rightly-disposed, from enjoying the privilege of contri- 
buting. I quite agree in the suggestion that it- would be much better, and save the Society 
considerable expense, if congregations were to mtike an annual collection without the visits 
of deputies ; at the same time, an occasional visit would have the happy effect of stirring us 
up to consider and to respond to the claims of the Jew. I will try what can be done, and 
though small at first, it may increase." — '* Rome was not built in a-day." 

" In answer to the circular which you were kind enough to send to me, I would take the 
liberty of saying that, I heartily agree with the suggestion therein contained — * That simul- 
taneous annual collections should be made by the churches.' I may also say that I have 
spoken with my brother in the ministry hereon the subject; and we purpose (d. v.) to 
make an exchange on some Sabbath between this and the month of March next, and to 
announce to our people on the Sabbath previous that collections will be made on the follow- 
ing Sabbath on behalf of the Society for the Conversion of Israel. Whether this may take 
place or not— of which I have little fear at present — you may, at all events, depend on a 
collection from the church under my pastorate this year also. I think that should the 
matter of the circular, to which I have referred, be duly considered by the churches, there 
will be little fear for the funds of your Society. I earnestly hope and pray that the Board 
of Directors may be greatly encouraged in their work of faith and labour of love ; and that 
they may be honoured, through means of this circular, to awaken the churches of Christ 
generally, to yield to the * Society for the Conversion Israel* that support which it so richly 
deserves." 
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*' I received the printed circular lately issued by the Scottish Society for the Conversion 
of Israel. I cordially approve of the objects and aims of this Society, and have always much 
pleasure in reading its monthly * Friend of Israel,' for which I send you my sincere thanks. 
I have always felt pity for, and interest in, the Jews, and have often prayed for their 
oonversioB. Till lately, however, that interest has not been so deep and inflaential, nor 
have these petitions been so frequent, as they shoald have been. Some months ago I became 
more deeply impressed than ever with a sense of the gratitude which we owe to the Jews, 
and the influence which their conversion is to have in bringing about the evangelization of 
the world. The conversion of the world to Christ having always been an object of deep 
interest and desire to me, when I saw the important and influential bearing of the conversion of 
the Jews on its attainment, I began to think that we had begun at the wrong end, or at least 
while seeking after the salvation of the Gentiles, we ought to have given the conversion of 
the Jews a very prominent place at the same time. Seeing the matter in this light, I resolved 
to make an effort this winter to help your Society by preaching and taking up collections on 
several Sabbath evenings, which, with God's help, I will do. The drcular last week has only 
added a little stimulus towards the execution of this resolution. It would give me much 
pleasure to havd yourself or Mr Brown some Sabbath-day to direct the attention of my con- 
gregation to the state of the Jewish people, and our obligations toward them. I hope that 
the result of my own evening preachmgs will not be small. Earnestly desiring a rich bless- 
ing upon your Society, its labourers, and all its efibrts, — I am,'' &c. 

New evidence is furnished by the numerous communieationgy from which 
we have here given a few extracts, that interest in the great object of the 
Society is growing — that the call to effort and prayer on behalf of Israel 
from the pulpit and from the press has not been uttered in vain. Fresh 
encouragement is afforded to the Directors and their agents to go forward 
with the great work, which they have undertaken, in obedience to the charge 
of the Lord of the harvest, and in humble dependence on His promised 
blessing. 

The experience of this and kindred Societies has shown the importance 
of two Missionaries at least being employed at each station. Our Lord 
sent forth his disciples two and two. The primitive preachers of the 
Gospel usually went to their work in company. And in oor day, the 
Missionary to the Jew, with his peculiar trials and difficulties, mast often 
feel the need of that spiritual refreshment and counsel which i» to be 
found in fraternal counsel and fellowship with such as are fellow- helpers to 
tiie truth. Without present enlargement of the number of stations, the 
number of Missionaries ought to be immediately increased. Just as th'e 
Society has had the means to send, fitting agents have been provided, 
and there is reason to hope, that if God's people furnish the means. He 
will raise for this hallowed service fitting messengers, to show to the 
house of Jacob the way of salvation. Were the Evangelical Churches of 
Scotland which have no denominational mission to the Jewa to cont^ribute 
to this Society, say on the average from each congregation the suiln of ^yQ 
pounds annually — a small sum when the peculiar claims of Jewish mis- 
sions is considered — the means would be furnished for the support of at 
ieast ten Missionaries, and the Society might thus have the number of its 
Missionaries doubled. ' Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of 
Zion !' Would that all the followers of Jesus of Nazareth, who is yet to be 
acknowledged by Jacob's sons as ' the glory of the people Israel,' were 
roused to look at this great undertaking, in view of the express chafrge of 
their Divine Master, as well as of His blessed example! The foot-tracks 
of the Redeemer lead this way. Christians, think of the important 
bearings of Jewish missions on the evangelizatloTv o^ \!ci<& ^^-^^ %sn.^ 
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the reflex influence of these missions on the spirituality of the Gentile 
churches; then will your earnest pleadings rise heavenward on behalf 
of the blinded children of Judah, and you will give willingly in this 
hallowed service. ' Ye that make mention of the Lord keep not silence^ 
and give him no rest until he establish and make Jerusalem a praise in the earth. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love thee,* 
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SCOTTISH SOCIETY^S OPERATIONS. 

HOME PROCEEDINGS. 

Lectures, Sermons, and Meetings in Connection with the Scottish Society 

FOR THE Conversion of Israel. 

Date. Place. Nature of Service. Speakers. 

1856. 
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Oct. 6. Carnoustie (U. P. Church),... Sermon, ... Rev. George Hutton, Linlitbgow. 

6. Nairn (U. P. Church), " ... Rev. R. G. Brown. 

6. Moyness (U. P. Church), " ... Rev. R. G. Brown. 

6. Glasgow Relig. Inst. Rooms, Prayer Meeting. Rev. John Edmond presided. 

io -D^-^i * •!• A • o (Rev. Dr Bates, Messrs BrowD, 

12. Paisley AnxiUary Anniversary Sermon | Salkinson, and Henderson. 

13- Pai'ley. { a^ CI U^p"! cfi ^'- D'^"'"''' '*'"™»°- 

19. Airth (U. P. Church) Sermon, ... Mr Salkinson. 

19. Kincardine (U. P. Church), ... " ... Mr Salkinson. 

*• 26. Kilmarnock, " ... Rev. R. G. Brown & I. Salkinson. 

" 26. Greenlaw (U. P. Church), ** ... Rev. Thos. Henderson. 

*' 26. Yetholm, " ... Rev. John Milne, Greenlaw. 

Nov. 2. Dunblane (U. P. Church), ... " ... Rev. R. Grant Brown. 

" 2. Bridge of Allan (U. P. Ch.), .. " ... " 

** 8. Glasgow Relig. Inst. Rooms, Prayer Meeting. Mr Salkinson addressed. 

" 3. Do. do. Fem. Aux. Mon. Meeting. 

•* 4. Dalkeith (East U. P. Church), Sermon, ... Mr Isaac Salkinson, 

" 4. " (W. U. P. Church),.. *' ... Rev. Thos. Henderson. 

" 4. " (Cong. Church) *• ... Rev. Isaac Salkinson. 

»* 4. " (Back St. U. P. Ch.), " ... Rev. R. Grant Brown. 

" 4. Musselburgh (Bridge St. U.\ a^j-««« u « 

P. Church), f Address ... 

" 4. " (Mill Hill U. P. Ch.;, Sermon, " " 

•* 4. " (Bridge St. U. P. Ch.), 

•* 16. Alloa (W. U. P. Church), 

« 16. " (Ist U. P. Church) 

" 15. Tillicoultry (U. P. Church),..., 

" 16. " " 

« 23. Barrhead (U. P. Church), 

*' 23. Thomliebank (U. P. Ch.), 

30. Port-Glasgow (U. P. Ch.), Address, 

*♦ 30. Gourock (U. P. Church), Sermon, 

Dec. 1. Glasgow, Valedictory Prayer Meeting) j. Dr Robson nresided 

for Mr Salkinson, | ^®^- "^ "°°^° presided. 

** 1. Do. Fem. Aux. Mon. Meeting. 

** 14. Aberdeen (John St. Bap. Cb.), Sermon, ... Rev. T. Henderson. 

"14. »• (George St. Bap. Ch.), " ... Rev. R. Grant Brown. 

' " 14. " (St Paul St U. P. Cb.), " ... Rev. T. Henderson. 

" 14. " (Belmont St. U. P. Ch.), •* ... Rev. R. Grant Brown. 

'* 14. " (Charlotte St. U. P. Ch.), " 
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... Mr Isaac Salkinson. 


(1 


... Rev. R. Grant Brown. 
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Date. 

1856. 

Dec. 14. 
" U. 

15. 

17. 

21. 

21. 

21. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

28. 
»» 28. 
" 28. 



Place. 



Mature of Service. 
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Rev. T. Henderson. 
Rev. R. Grant Brown. 



Aberdeen (Geo. St Cong. Ch.), Sermon, ,„ Rev. T. Henderson. 

Ellon (U. P. Cliurcli) ♦* ... Rev. J.B. Ritchie. 

" (St Nicholas Lane U. P. Cb,), Public Meetinor, Rev. H. Angus, chairman. 
Laurencekirk (Cong. Church), Address, ... Rer. R. G. Brown. 
Old Meldrum (U. P. Church), Sermon, 
Montrose (John St. U. P. Ch.), 
*' (Baltic St Cong. Ch.), 
" (Mill St U. P. Ch.), 
Brechin (City Road U. P. Ch.), Lecture, 
Aberdeen (Albion St Cong Ch.), *' 
Falkirk (E U. P. Church),... Sermon, 

(Cong. Church), 

(W. U. P. Church),... 
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Appointment of Honorary Secreta- 
ries. 
The Rev. J. L. Aikman, and the Rev. 
A. G. Forbes have kindly undertaken to act 
as honorary secretaries to the Society. By 
this new arrangement, the business of the 
Society, home and foreign, will be greatly 
accelerated. Letters referring to the foreign 
affairs of the Society should be addressed 
to the Reu. J. L. Aikman, 25 Westminster 
Terrace^ Glasgow, and letters referring to its 
home affairs to the Rev. Thomas Henderson^ 
12 Abbof Green Place, Glasgow, 



An Additional Missionary Appointed 
to Hambdhg. 
The friends of the Society will be happy 
to learn that the foreign agency has been 
recently extended by the appointment of 
Mr Salkinson to labour among the Jews at 
Hamburg. The Society bus now in that 
dty, what is desirable at most mission 
stations — two agents. Mr Salkinson is well 
known to the supporters of the Society in 
Scotland, through his labours as a home 
agent ; and it is hoped that his numerous 
friends in this country will pray for him, 
that he may be sustained in his Christian 
course, and be greatly blessed in winning 
souls to Christ. 

A Prater Meeting in Connection with 
THE Departure of Mr Salkinson, was 
held at the Religious Institution Hall, 
Glasgow, on Monday, 1st Dec, 1856, and 
was well attended. The Rev. Dr Robson 
presided on the occasion. Among others 
present were Mr Salkinson ; the Revs. J. 
Eessler, frum Belgium, and R. Grant Brown, 
from Egypt, Missionaries to the Jews; Revs. 
Dr Eadie, Dr Robertson, W. Burgess, J. L. 
Aikman, J. Edmond, A. G. Forbes, J. Ker, 
and T. Henderson, Hugh Tenneut, Esq., of 
Well Park, and W. P. Paton, Esq. 

After engaging in devotional exercises, 
which were led by the Rev. W. Burgess, the 
meeting was addressed by 



The Rev. R. G. Brown, who made some 
statements respecting the scene of Mr 
Salkinson's future labours. He described 
the situation and appearance of Hamburg, 
which he represented as a notorionsly wicked 
place. With respect to the views of those 
connected with the Lutheran Church, large 
numbers hud no belief in future punbbments, 
in the existence of the devil, or in the 
divinity of Christ. There were between 
12,000 and 13,000 Jews in the city, many 
of whom belonged to what were called the 
Reformed Jews, while others were still what 
were called the Old Orthodox. Wicked as 
the place was, God had not left himself 
without a few witnesses. He referred to the 
success which had attended the labours of 
other missionaries to the Jews there, and to 
several deeply interesting cases of conversion 
to Christianity which had taken place. The 
field was a difficult one ; and that field was 
always a difficult one where the people, as 
at Hamburg, were absorbed in commerce. 
Notwiihstanding, they had their encourage- 
ments ; and one thing which tended greatly 
to strengthen the heart of the missionary 
was the assurance that the earth would yet 
be ' full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea.' Mr Brown urged 
those present to pray earnestly for the 
success of Mr Salkinson in the work to which 
he had devoted himself. 

The Rev. J. Edmond having offered up 
an appropriate and impressive prayer, 

Mr Salkinson was introduced, and gave a 
short address. He stnted that he had been 
eight years a member of the church of Christ. 
He described somewhat of his feelings pre- 
vious to his conversion ; briefly referred to 
the time when he was brought to ac- 
knowledge the Saviour whom he had been 
taught to despise ; mentioned a few circum- 
stances connected with his subsequent edu- 
cation — his attendance at an English college — 
his removal to Scotland, where he had been 
for two years and three months engaged 
with the Society — and gave t&!(^<^X «».^ 
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pression to his views in prospect of his labours 
among his Jewish kinsmen in Hamburg. 
He was more afraid of the rationalistic Jews 
than he was of the opposition of enemies either 
among Jews or Gentiles ; for he could have 
no common ground for argument with Jews 
who looked upon the writings of Isaiah as 
they would on the poems of Homer, and 
upon Jesus Christ as such another as 
Socrates. It was a difficult work which 
was before him, and he begged their prayers 
that he might be blessed with fidelity and 
success. 

The Chairman said it had been expected 
that they should have had a statement from 
Mr Kessler, who, although not in connection 
with this Society, had been labouring among 
the Jews in Belgium, but as it was hoped 
he would have an opportunity of addressing 
them on some future occasion, it had been 
thought proper to defer it till then. 

Mr Eessler was then called upon to 
engage in prayer; and, after other exercises 
of a devotional character, the meeting 
separated. 

Glasgow Femalb Auxiliary to the 
Scottish Society fob the Conter- 
sioN OF Israel. 

President — Mrs Steven. 
Vice-Presidents — Mrs Thomas, Mrs Wylie. 
Treasurer — Mrs Miller. 
Secretary — Miss A. M^Innes. 
Committee. 
Mrs Gardner, Mrs R. T. Miller, Mrs 
Train, Mrs Edmond, Mrs Gemmell, Mrs 
Wodrow, Mrs Freebairn, Mrs Lindsay, Mrs 
Tannahill, Miss Lochore, Miss Frame^ Miss 
Balderston. 

Fifth Ankual Report. 
The Committee, in laying before the Sub- 
scribers the Fifth Annual Report of their 
proceedings, would thank those friends who 
have so kindly given them their support. 

The Jewish children, mentioned in last 
Report, for whose education this Association, 
for a considerable period, provided, have, in 
consequence of the removal of the family to 
London, been withdrawn from their care. 

Your Committee have frequently had 
under their consideration the desirableness of 
a definite object for which to labour ; and, 
with a view to this, a communication was 
opened with the Rev. Mr Weiss of Algiers, 
in order to obtain, if possible, a school for 
Jewesses in that city. In reply, Mr Weiss 
stated, that owing to the system pursued by 
the French Government, such a proposal 
was at present impracticable. Your Com- 
mittee hope that at some of the Stations of 
tbfi Parent Society an opening may yet be 



made for a school, on which their energies 
may be concentrated. 

Your Committee, in condnaioB, would 
call on the friends of the Jew to pniy vd 
labour in hope, knowing that He who hath 
promised will also perform, and * ao all Isr^ 
shall be saved.* 

BSCBIPTS AND EXPSKDITUKK FOE 1866. 
Dr. 
To Balaoce trova last year, . .£306 
** Subscriptions, . . . . 38 3 5 

" Collection Box 8 10 

** Interest from City of G las. Bank, 9 8 



Cr. 
By School Fees, 
** Temporal aid to poor Jews, . 
** Printing Account, 
*' Treasurer of Scottish Society, 
** Balance in hand, . 



£42 1 5 

£1 14 

I 

16 6 

35 

3 10 U 

£4S 1 5 



I9th January^ 1857.— We have examined the 
above accounts, and find them correct. 

(Signed) ^^2S 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Collected by Mrs Stevsn. 

Mrs John Beid £0 10 

Mrs Walker, 5 

Prayer Meeting, . . . . 16 

Mrs Steven, 5 

Mrs Roberton, 5 

Mrs F. Younger, . . . . 2 6 

Mrs John M' Do wall 10 

Mrs James Miller, . . . . 5 

Miss Morris, 10 

Mrs Alex. Steven 2 6 

Mrs Thomas Steven, . . . . 5 

Mrs Wilson 5 



Collected by Mrs GieDmer. 

Dr Robertson £0 

Dr Gardner, o 

Miss Ann W. Ballantine, ... 

Mrs Peebles. 

Mrs M'Math 

MissSliman, o 

Mrs Scott, 

Mrs John Jackson, .... 

Mrs Gibson, 



£4 I 
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Collected by Miss GiAsox. 
Mrs Wm. Clark, 
Mrs Rae, 
Mrs Thomson, 
Mrs Clachan, 
Mrs Dunn, . 
Miss Brash, 
Mrs Shaw, . 
Mrs W. Robertson, 
Miss Mathieson, 
Miss Ker, . 
Miss Methven, 
Mrs M. Clark, 
Mrs Gentle, 
Mrs Watt, . 
Mrs Renwick, 
Mrs John MUler. 
Miss Gibson, 
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CoUecied hy Miss Fsamk. 
Mrs Wm. Freebairn, 
Mrs John Toung, 
liiss Frame, 
Mrs Flemington, 
Miss J. Robertson, 
Miss Laurie, 
Mrs Arrol, . 
Mrs J. H. Young, 
Mrs N. Mitchell, 
Mrs MiUer, 



CoUeeted by Miss Baldkestom. 
Mrs Dr Book £0 



Mrs Barr, 
Mrs M'Dougall, 
Mrs Turner, 
Mrs Allan, 
Mrs Hay, . 



Collected by Miss A. M 
Mrs Murdoch, . 
Mrs Gilchrist, . 
Miss Thompson^ 
Mr John 3I'Innes, 
Mr John Muirhead, 
Mrs Mein, . 
T. M 



Innes. 



Collected by Miss G. U. Milles. 
Mrs Edmond, .... 

Mrs Anderson 

Miss Blyth 

Mrs Notman, .... 
Mrs Sclanders, .... 

Mrs John Ure 

Mrs Primrose, .... 

Kiss Younger 

Miss Henderson, 

Mrs Forrest Frew, 

Mrs Tannahill, .... 

Miss Watson 

Mrs Thomas, .... 
Mrs Finlay, . . . . . 

Mrs Kennedy 

MrsM'Nab, .... 

A Friend, 

Mrs Stewart 

Miss Stewart 

Mrs Miller 

Mrs Dr Lindsay, . . , . 



Collected by Mrs Gemhill. 
Mrs Gemmlll, 
Mr Wra. Bow, 
Mrs Ramsay, 
Mrs M'Farlane, 
Mrs Miller, . 
Misses M'Walter, 
Mrs M*Nair, 
Mrs Black. . 
Misses Lochore, 
Mrs Maxwell, 
Mrs Brown, 
Mrs Hunter, 



Collected by Mrs Woyjka. 
Messrs D. & J. Smith, 
Mrs Lothian, 
Mrs Thomas Robertson, 
Mrs Hodge, 
Mr D. Ker, 
Mrs J. Woyka, . 
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* Brought forward, . . . £1 11 G 

Mr J. Woyka, 2 6 

Mrs Wodrow, 6 

£1 19 
Collected by Mi*s Erskine. 

Miss Jackson, £0 4 3 

Master G. Jackson, , . . . 2 3 

Mrs £ 16 

Mr Reid, 5 

A Friend, ... ..010 

Do., 7 

Do 9 

J. Hazzard 6 

For * Friend of Israel,* . . . 10 

£0 16 9 

Mrs Train £2 

Do. for Temporal Aid, . . 10 

Mrs Wylie 2 

Collection Box, 8 10 

£6 8 10 

ABERDEEN. 

On Sabbath, 14th Dec., 1850, six sermons 
were preached in this city by the Rev. R, 
Grant Brown, and the Rev. Thomas Hen-r 
derson, as a deputation from the Society, in 
United Presbyterian, Congregational, and 
Baptist places of worship. On the follow^ 
ing evening the depatation met with 
several ministers belonging to different 
denominations, for conference, when an 
auxiliary committee was formed. On the 
same evening a public meeting was held at 
St Nicholas Lane U. P. Church — the Rev. 
H. Angus presided — and addresses were 
delivered by the deputation and others. The 
Rev. D. Arthur, in moving a vote of thanks 
to the deputation, gave cordial expression of 
attachment to the Society, which met with 
a hearty response from the audience. As 
shown by the gradual increase of annual 
contributions to this Society, the interest in 
the cause of Jewish missions is progressing 
in this important city, and it is hoped that 
the Auxiliary Committee now formed will 
serve still more to stir up churches and 
individuals to prayer and liberality, on 
behalf of the people ' yet beloved for the 

fathers* sakes.' 

ELGIN. 

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Elgin 
Auxiliary was held on Wednesday evening, 
the 1st Oct., 1856, in the United Presby- 
terian Church, Moss Street. The Rev. A. 
Guthrie, President of the Society, opened 
the Meeting with prayer, after which he 
stated, in a few appropriate observations, the 
claims of Jewish Missions. The Annual 
Report having been read by the Secretary, 
the adoption and printing of the Report were 
moved and seconded, in short but able 
addresses, by the Rev. Adam Lind, and the 
Rev. G. Sandie (Gourock); after which 
important details were farni&hj^d. «X c:.'^\:ti\> 



318 



THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 



[February, 1857. 



derable length by the Rev. R. G. Brown,* 
irom Alexandria, in reference to the progress 
of Jewish Missions in various parts of the 
world which had been visited by him. The 
proceedings of the evening were closed with 
prayer by the Rev. John Pringle. 

Sixth Annual Report, 

It may safely be laid down as a settled 
maxim, that if any man loves the cause of 
Christ where it is established, he must 
necessarily desire to see it established where 
it is not. Christianity is pre-eminently the 
religion of love, and no one can have imbibed 
its spirit, who does not feel a sincere and 
intense desire for its dissemination. We 
iind, accordingly, on record in the New 
Testament Scriptures, a variety of instances 
in which individuals, on embracing the 
Gospel for themselves, proceeded straight- 
way — under the impulse of Christian princi- 
ple, and without needing one word of 
exhortation to be addressed to them — to do 
what was in their power to bring others 
into possession of the same precious blessings 
with themselves. When, however, it is 
considered, in addition to this, that the 
diffusion of the Gospel is matter of explicit 
injunction on the part of its Author, to 
neglect efforts for its dissemination becomes 
a breach of express command, and involves 
disobedience to the highest authority. 

In relation to the object more particularly 
contemplated by the Society, of which our 
Association is an Auxiliary, the * Conversion 
of Israel * is an object which the followers of 
Christ would have been bound to labour for, 
even though the obligation to do so had 
rested simply on the general ground that 
the Jewish nation, forming part of the 
human family, are included in the unre- 
stricted commission given by the Saviour to 
his disciples on the eve of his ascension 
to glory. It is not, however, simply on this 
ground that the cause of Jewish Missions 
rests. While the Jewish nation have a 
strong claim on the compassion of the 
Christian Church in consideratioo of the 
'blindness in part which has happened to 
them/ they have a no less powerful claim 
on the gratitude of the followers of Christ, 
who are indebted to them, under God, for a 
Bible, for a Saviour, and for all the know- 
ledge they possess of the One living and 
true God. 

The following Subscriptions have been 
paid over to the Treasurer during the past 
year : — 

Collected by Mrs M'Neil £4 17 7 

Mrs Lind, 4 14 4 

Miss J. M'Kinnon,... 8 8 



Collected by Mrs M*Kean £1 7 6 

Mrs Pringle and Miss 

Maclachlan, 4 3 

Mrs Urquhart and 

MissFraser, 16 

in Rev. A. Guthrie*8 

Chapel, 1 13 ^ 

in Rev. J. Pringle'^ 

Chapel, 1 12 6 

Abstract of Treasurer's Report from Seri, 
1855 till Sept. 1S56, 
185G. Dr. 

Sept. 30. To balance on hand, £4 2 10 

To Subscriptions, 19 6 11 

ToCol.inMrGuthrio'8, 1 13 0^ 
To do. inMrPrmgle's, 1 12 6 

£26 15 3J 

1855. Cr. 

Oct. 12. By paid for Adver- 
tising, £0 8 6 

By paid Printer's ac- 
count, 10 6 

By paid Postages and 

Receipt Stamps,.... Oil 
By Remittance to 

Glasgow, 23 

1 856. By Balance in Trea- 

Sept. 30. surer*s hands, 2 15 2| 

£26 15 3} 

That the above is a correct statement of 
the Society's Receipts and Disbursements 
during the past year, is attested by 

GEORGE ANDERSON, 
ALEX. RIACH. 



PAISLEY AUXILIARY. 
An interesting course of lectures was 
delivered on Sabbath evenings, in the months 
of November and December last, in connec- 
tion with this Association, by the Rev. 
Messrs. Clark, Barrhead; A. G. Forbes, 
Glasgow ; Isaac Salkinson, missionary, now 
of Hamburg, and the Rev. John Edmond, 
Glasgow, on the following subjects: — The 
Jews of the post-prophetic period, till Christ 
— The Jews of the earlv Christian and middle 
ages — The Jews of modern times, and The 
special claims of Jewish missions. There 
is reason to believe that these lectures have 
proved the means of extending interest 
in the great object at which the Association 
aims— the conversion of the Jewish people 
to the faith of the gospel. 



ORKNEY— WESTR AY. 

FOBMATION OF A FEMALE ASSOCIATION. 

By a communication just received, we are 
informed that a meeting of females was re- 
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oently held at this place, when the following 
resolutions were adopted : — 

1. Remembering that ' blindness in part 
has happened unto Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in : and so all Israel 
shall be saved, as it is written, there shall 
come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob,' we resolve to 
form ourselves into a Missionary Association, 
to be called the ' Westray Female Missionary 
Society,* and whose primary object shall be 
the conversion of the Jews to the faith of the 
Gospel. 

2. That while the primary object of this 
Association is the conversion of Israel, it 
shall be competent for the members, at the 
annual meetings of the Society, to allocate 
a portion of the funds to such other objects, 
connected with Home or Foreign Missions, 
as they may see fit. 

3. Thai a Treasurer and a Committee, 
consisting of two from every district, be now 
chosen. The Committee to meet with the 
Treasurer at stated periods for prayer and 
conference. 

4. That two young female collectors be 
appointed in every district: that tbey be in- 
structed to request contributions monthly 
from all the female members and adherents 
of the Church. That the two collectors go 
together to solicit contributions, and that they 
insert the names in a collecting book, to be 
shown to the Treasurer when the contribu- 
tions are handed to her. 

6. That the annual meetings of the So- 
ciety shall be held in the Westray United 
Presbyterian Church in summer, and that 
the first public meeting be held in the month 
of June or July. 

6. That Mrs Reid be elected Treasurer and 
Secretary, and that Mrs Harcus, Mrs Rendall, 
Mrs J. Rendall, Mrs Porringer, Mrs Tulloch, 
Mrs J. Rendall, Junr., Mrs Henry Burger, 
and Mrs J. Bain, be elected members of 
Committee. 

At the above meeting the following ad- 
dress, prepared by the lady who has been 
appointed Treasurer and Secretary, was 
read by her:— 

My Deab Friends, — In now forming 
ourselves into a Society to aid, as far as our 
limited means will allow, those followers of 
our Lord Jesus Christ who are seeking the 
peace and prosperity of Jerusalem, it will be 
right and profitable to mention several con- 
siderations which will aid us to work cheer- 
fully and perseveringly. If we are truly 
God's people, our first duty is to seek the 
salvation of those united to us by the ties of 
nature, then our neighbours and fellow- 
countrymen, and next the heathen, which 
comprise not only those who have never heard 



the glad tidings of salvation, but also those 
who call themselves Christians, while, in 
reality, they are worshipping false Christs 
and adoring animnte and inanimate creatures. 
The field is the world ; and though no part, 
nor tribe, nor people, can claim to be more 
interesting than another on account of dis- 
tance, or climate, or scenery, or language, 
or any other adventitious circumstances, yet 
there is a tribe, a people, scattered abroad 
upou the face of the earth, 

' Tribes of the wandering foot and weary breast,* 

whose claims upon our warmest sym- 
pathies, our most zealous endeavours, are 
many and great; the greatest distances, 
all climates, every kind of scenery, all lan- 
guages, are theirs, yet not these form their 
claim ; no, it is something higher, holier, hap- 
pier, than all or any of these, it is the fact that 
they are the people * whose are the fathers, 
and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.' 
To whom but to them, under God, are 
we indebted for the Bible? Whose history has 
so contributed to our iastruction, by encour- 
agement and by warning, as theirs, both 
nationally and individually, past, present, 
and future? Of whom, as a people, have 
such glorious things been predicted as of 
them, and what blessings have not been 
promised by God to those who seek the 
wealth, the peace, and prosperity of his once 
peculiar and beloved people ? * He hath not 
beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen 
perverseness in Israel; the Lord his God is with 
him, and the shout of a king is among them. 
How goodly are thy tents, Jacob ! and thy 
tabernacles, Israel ! as the valleys are they 
spread forth, as gardens by the river sides, 
as trees of lign aloes which the Lord hath 
planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.* 
And though, since the time these things were 
said of the people, they have * become an 
astonishment, a proverb and a by-word among 
all nations,' yet we have every reason to hope 
and trust that the time is not far distant 
when they shall dwell in goodly tabernacles, 
on which the candle of the Lord shall shine, 
when they shall be as a garden watered by 
the dews and rains of heavenly influences, 
trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, producing rich and abundant firuits to 
his glory and praise. And, 0, how delightful, 
how blessed, and what an honour to be per- 
mitted to assist in forwarding that grand 
consummation, even in the humblest manner 
or the smallest degree ! But even, notwith- 
standing all these things, the principal, the 
only thing which ought to constrain us to this 
Work, is love and gratitude to our blessed 
Saviour. Can we ever do etvQN\^\ 1^ \ss»:^v> 
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fest our love to him who loved us so that he 
died for us to atone for our sius, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to God ? 
Oh, why is this so much kept in the back- 
ground? Surely much of this must arise 
from the frequency with which we have 
heard or read the story of redeeming love. 
If we are, as we profess to be, united to 
Jesus, the * true vine,' let us see to it that we 
are indeed fruit-bearing branches, else we 
know what will be the fearful result — not 
pruned, but lopped o£F and cast away. 

And, dear friends, there is a very solemn 
consideration which here rushes on my 
thoughts. If it is dutiful to work with and 
for God, we cannot begin soon enough, nor 
work hard enough, for the time is short. 
There is no working in the grave. Now is the 
time ; and, when we come to give in our 
account at the bar of God, will we regret, 
think you, that we have done all we could 
to swell the number of those who shall hear 
the joyful welcome, * Come ye blessed of my 
Father.* Oh no! our only regret will be 
that we have not done more. 

It is a solemn thing to look death in the 
face, and there are here several who have 
done so more than once. Yes, we have been 
at the brink of the Jordan of death, but God 
in his providence hath said to us, I brought 
you there for good reasons, which you shall 
know hereafler ) you have a little more 
work to do, a little longer to wander 
in the wilderness; work diligently, walk 
circumspectly, with your armour on, ready 
to meet and conquer foes, and then when I 
do send a messenger to call you to the land 
of peace, and happiness, and rest, your rest 
will be the sweeter, your happiness the 
greater, and your * peace shall be as a river.* 
Yes, dear friends, let us labour and pray, 
and not weary in well doing, for we know 
that in due season we shall reap if we faint 
not. 

'i here is much in the present condition of 
the Jews to encourage us to pray and labour 
for them. From every quarter we hear of a 
* shaking among the dry bones,* that God is 
rending the vail which is on their hearts, or, 
to use another figure, the vail is growing so 
thin with age, that a glijamering of gospel 
light is shining through it ; but it is to be 
deplored that false lights are also discerned, 
a moral ignis fatuus leading to the marshy 
pitfalls of Romanism and Infidelity, but this 
should only lead Christians to be the more 
active in disseminating that heavenly know- 
ledge which will make them wise unto sal- 
vation. Another most encouraging fact is, 
that in every quarter men are turning their 
eyes towards them, and taking an interest 
iu them, as if in expectation of some coming 



interesting event Their land, too, that pro- 
mised and enjoyed and abandoned land, is 
now also the centre of much and deep inter- 
est, not only to the Jews themselves, but 
also to men of all lands — but espedaily to 
those who think of it as the scene of so 
many amazing and glorious doings, but 
peculiarly as the scene of our Saviour*8 life 
of suffering, and his ignominious death. One 
never tires of hearing or of reading of this 
land of wonders. I read the other day that 
a rich Jewish lady had purchased the Mount 
of Olives, and had got a grove of olive trees 
planted on it. Whether or not the Jews are 
to be restored to their own land, which has 
so long enjoyed its Sabbaths, is not material 
to us at present ; what we have to do is to 
endeavour after fitting some of than at 
least to dwell in the heavenly Canaan, to be 
found worthy ' to sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of Grod.* 
But while, dear friends, I so earnestly direct 
your atteation to the claims of the Jews, I 
would as earnestly urge that while we do 
this part of our work, we must not leave any 
other undone; no, our hearts are surely 
large enough to embrace the whole world. 
Let us see to it that we are anxious to sup- 
port, by every means in our power, the cause 
of Christ everywhere, in our own hearts, in 
our families, and in our neighbourhood, and 
I know that if we are in earnest about even 
one of these duties, we will be so about the 
whole of them ; our love and care for others 
will react upon ourselves, we will feel it to 
be *more blessed to give than to reeeive.' 
Then let us resolve that we will give God 
' no rest until he establish and mdce Jeru- 
salem a praise in the earth ;* and that we 
will prove God with our self-denying labours, 
and see if he will not open the windows of 
heaven and pour out blessings upon us until 
there shall not be room enough to recdve. 

I intended to have stopped here, but a 
thought has just occurred to me which I 
cannot well pass over. Some of you are apt 
to say, what can we, a few poor women, do ? 
I will answer by asking a few other questions. 
Who ministered to Christ when he wandered 
a stranger without where to lay his blessed 
head ? Women. Who anointed hint for the 
burial ? A woman. Who was the first to 
welcome him on the resurrection mom ? A 
woman. For whose grief did Jesua weep ? 
The grief of two women. Who assisted to 
raise and decorate a dwelling place for Je- 
hovah in the wilderness ? Wise-hearted 
women. Let us imitate them in oar self- 
denial and our liberality. They willinf^Iy gave 
up what women of all ages are said to be 
fond of, namely, their looking glasses, and 
they spun for the work, and brought of what 
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th«y had span until they were told to give 
Of er bringing. We read also of women as- 
sisting to rebuild the rained walls of Jeru- 
salem. Let us try to imitate these noble 
examples : and let me say to those who are 
widows and destitute— do not say, though too 
poor even to have a mite to give, I can give 
nothing, and so discourage the hearts of the 
young collectors ; no, ask them kindly in to 
your dwelling, and say thus, * Silver and 
gold have I none, but such as I have I give :' 
I bid you God speed, and I will pray that 
God may prosper his own work; and be 
assured these words, spoken in a kindly 
manner, will do more to encourage and warm 
their young hearts, than would even so much 
money given with a grudging spirit. * God 
looketh not on the outward appearance, but 
on the heart.* — . 

Gbatitudb fob spiritual good rb- 

CBIYED THROUGH ONB OF IHB SoOIETT'S 
AOBNTS. 

The secretary has recently received a com- 
mnnioation, from which we give a brief ex- 
tract, omitting names. *I enclose one pound 

note received from Mr , to be applied 

to the Temporal Aid Fund for Algiers ; it is 
an acknowledgement of the goodness of God 
in delivering him from a state of spiritual 
darkness, bordering almost on despair itself. 



He has visited me several times, and expa- 
tiated on his deliverance with great gladness. 
In the midst of bis deepest distress he met 
Mr Weiss, who spoke to him so very kindly 
that the impression never left his mind. He 
wishes thus to express his obligation to the 
author of " The Chrstian Jew on the Old 
Testament Scriptures." . . . When we 
meet I will tell you more of the . history of 

Mr 's deliverance, and the way by 

which it was effected. Jehovah sometimes 
uses wonderful means to accomplish his wise 
and gracious purposes of mercy on behalf of 
the objects of his everlasting love.* 

Liberal Donations. 
A Christian lady, belonging to^Englaud, 
who for some time resided at Algiers, and 
there became acquainted with this Society 
through the labours of its Missionary, Mr 
Weiss, has, since her return to Europe, for- 
warded five pounds to Mr Weiss, to be ap- 
plied to the relief of poor converts orinquirers, 
at Algiers, and other five pounds to the 
treasurer. A letter has just been received 
from the same lady, who was at the date, 
14th January, on her way to Greece, in 
which she states, that she has instructed her 
bankers in London to pay on thi 1st Febru- 
ary the sum of ten pounds to this Society. 



FOREIGN. 



Hamburg, January 2, 1857. 

Mt Dbar Sib. — Now that the old year 
18 gone, and the new takes its place, and 
while I am a little settled and composed, I 
shall give you a short account of my pro- 
ceedings here. 

I shall not trouble yon with any descrip- 
tion of the place, or its inhabitants and their 
manners; nor do I intend to depict the 
advantages and privileges I found in 
Britain, and which are saidly wanting here. 
I^design only to refer to my personal affairs, 
and the object for which I am sent here. 

I left Leith on the 10th of Dec, and 
arrived here safely the 21st. After offering 
up my thanksgiving for the favourable 
voyage, and pouring out my heart before the 
Lord for success in my mission, I landed, 
and called first on Mr Elvin, who recognized 
me gladly. The following day, which was 
Monday, I called on Dr Craig, who kindly 
informed me of a lodging in a Jewish family. 
1 called upon the party indicated, saw him, 
his house and fkmily, and his boarding 
school, with its ten young Jewish inmates, 
besides an extensive Jewish day-schooL 
They all appeared respectable, and specially 
attractive to my mind*, and though the 



street and rooms assigned for me were very 
narrow, and the rent for board and lodging 
high, yet I coveted that dwelling-place, and 
loved the company of so many beautiful Jew- 
ish youths. I informed the master and mis- 
tress, therefore, that I was a Jew, and a believer 
in the Lord Jesus, and hope to live consis- 
tently with this profession; if they would not 
object, I would like to stay with them. 
Strange to say, they did not object, and I 
became an inmate in their house. On 
Thursday, which was Christmas, there was no 
school, and, afler breakfast, we held together 
a long and friendly conversation. I explained 
my Jewish condition, and how I became to 
believe in, and love the Lord Jesus. It was 
interesting and amusing to them to hear me ; 
how I strictly observed Judaism, and am 
attached to Christianity. They scarcely 
contradicted me, and our firiendship was by 
no means diminished. Mrs said she would 
introduce me to a relative ; and, in case I 
should visit Berlin, she would give me a 
letter of introduction to another who re- 
sides there. The same day, 8 o'clock in 
the evening, both of them called on me, and 
we spent the evening pleasantly till bed- 
time. I proved from Scripture, from Jewish 
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latter history, and from the present Jadaism 
itself, that the Messiah must have come, and 
there was none other than Jesus of Naza- 
reth. On Friday, the following day, Dr 
told me he was pleased with my company 
and conversation, yet he would ask of me 
not to speak with him on the suhject of 
religion in the presence of his boarders, and 
particularly hot to speak to the lads about 
it. I answered I was sorry for this limita- 
tion ; yet, as he had charge over them, I 
could not conscientiously converse with the 
boarders about Christianity. On Saturday, 
the young people and myself, went 
together to the Jewish Temple — an elegant 
building — where we found worship already 
in progress, conducted by two preachers, Dr 
Solomon and Dr Frankfurter, oiie chazon 
or precentor^ who three were in one pew at 
the right of the pulpit, and at the left, in a 
similar pew, there were directors of the 
place, and deputies of the congregation, all 
curiously dressed. An organ and choir 
opposite the pulpit, and behind it is the law 
under a vail ; higher is the name of Jehovah 
in Hebrew, and higher above it are the ten 
commandments ; a few people in the centre, 
and a few women in the gallery, formed the 
congregation. After the choir had sung a 
hymn in German, Dr Frankfurter mounted 
the pulpit, and dehvered a graphic discourse 
on the subject of the Machabean conquest, 
the Sabbath being clianuca — a commemora- 
tion of that conquest. One Jew went with 
us home, to whom I said, if the temple, 
preacher, and chorus, should be ever so 
good, there is no priest, sacrifice, or atone- 
ment. He heard it without making any 
remark. 

On Sabbath I was invited to a Christian 
family, with whom I went to a splendid but 
empty church, and heard a most miserable 
sermon, if it de^^erved that name. I spent 
the whole day sorrowfully ; my humble 
worship of the day was at night lonely at 
home. I was the whole time unwell, being 
much aiOfected by change of climate and 
food. On Monday the spark became into a 
blaze— the Jews said I have already leavened 
the children in the school. The Master came 
very politely and told me, were he to Hve 
in private he would be most happy to keep 
me in his house, but as he is responsible for 
the school, it would be better that I should 
look for other lodgings. I remained, however, 
in his house till Thursday — New-Year — 
when I found the present lodgings, and hope 
to be here comfortable. 

Lest the letter should grow too big, I shall 
say at present no more, except that I hope 

to keep up my acquaintance with • 

and his connections. And so far as I 



can see, I believe I shall have access to the 
Jews to preach the gospel of our Lord, though 
we must leave the result of this preaching 
to Him. Messrs Becker and West, two 
missionaries of the London Society, are 
stationed here. I expect to meet with them 
soon. 

The Lord's blessing be with yon, with 
your whole house, and with your whole 
congregation on the new year, is the prayer 
of your faithful friend, 

Isaac Salkinson. 



Extracts from Mb Elyin's Journal. 

An Inquirer taking Leave, 
June 6. — H — e came to-day to inform me 
that he must shortly leave Hamburg, as the 
Jewish police would not permit him to remain 
longer. I reminded him of the subjects of 
our frequent conversations, and of what we 
had read together in the Bible, and earnestly 
exhorted him not to cease to ask for the 
spirit of knowledge, that he might understand 
the Word of God. I read the 1 1th chapter of 
the epistle to the Hebrews, that he might be 
reminded that the pious in past times had many 
trials to endure. On taking leave he was 
much affected, and seemed truly grateful for 
the instructions which I had given him. 

Reasonings concerning the Messiah, 
June 17. — M — n I spoke with to-day. 
I reminded him of his promise to visit me, 
and inquired why he had not done so. He 
replied, because he feared lest I should ask bim 
to be a Christian, and that he does not wish. 
I told him that I feared he was disposed to 
shut his ears against the troth of God. I 
quoted Psalm 95 — ' To-day if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts ;' and re- 
marked, that till this day the people Israel 
harden their hearts. He said that if he were 
sure that Jesus is the Messiah he would 
accept him. I directed him to read the 
Bible — compare the Old Testament with the 
New, that he might see and acknowledge the 
truth. This he promised to do, and also to 
visit me. 

July 12. — M n visited me to-day; we 

conversed on the commemoration of the des- 
truction of Jerusalem by the Jews at this 
season. I remarked that the threatenings of 
God by the prophets had been fulfilled in the 
scattering of the people Israel, in conse- 
quence of their rejecting and killing the 
Messiah ; and that although 1 800 years ago 
the Messiah came, yet the Jews profess to 
expect his arrival. He replied that they 
must wait with patience until it please God 
to send him. I then pointed out some of 
the signs indicated by the prophets as to the 



Februai7, 1857.] 



THE FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 



323 



coming of Messiah, reminding him that 
Messiah was to come during the time of the 
second temple, and that the sceptre was not 
to depart from Judah until he came, and as 
both have passed, he must have arrived. I 
read to him of the promise and the birth of 
Jesus, and he seemed to listen with much 
attention, and remarked, that if all that was 
true, it was very pleasing. I replied that had 
it not been true it wonld have been contra- 
dieted long ago by the enemies of Chris- 
tianitj. I read to him the prophecy of 
Jesus concerning the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, and from Paul's epistle to the Romans, 
concerning the future salvation of Israel. 
He seemed somewhat surprised at Paul's 
teaching, from having the impression that 
the New Testament was against the Jews. 
At parting he seemed friendly, and requested 
me to visit him again. 

October 30. — M n I met to-day— had 

not seen him for a long time. I inquired 
whether he believed he had been reconciled 
to God by the services of the last day of 
atonement. He replied that he did not know 
that he had done any evil, but as none is 
without sin, God had commanded such a day. 
I reminded him that our deeds are stained 
with sin — that there is none that doeth good 
and sinneth not—that the imagination of the 
heart is evil from our youth. He said it is 
not so bad. I explained to him that as 
descended from Adam we are like him sinful, 
and that God bad promised that the seed of 
the woman should bruise the head of the 
serpent ; that this seed was the Messiah, 
who was to deliver man from sin and its con- 
sequences. He answered, yes ; but be must 
first come. I answered that if the Scripture 
be true, the Messiah has come; for since 
Jesus appeared 1800 years ago, all trace of 
the tribe of Judah and the family of David has 
been lost; but the Scriptures are true, and that 
according to them Jesus came at the set time, 
to whom, as the Messiah, the nations are 
now gathering to acknowledge him as the 
Redeemer. He replied, that if Jesus were 
indeed the Messiah, the Rabbis, who know the 



Scriptures, would acknowledge him. I re- 
minded him that it is written in the Psalms, 
* He both filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he hath sent empty away ;' also 
that ' To the poor the gospel is preached,' 
and 'There is no respect of persons' with God. 
He promised to meditate more on the subject, 
and hoped to see me again. 

A PolUh Jew on his waif to England to proftu 

ChraL 

September 2.— M ^g, a Jew from Poland, 

who intends to go to England to be baptized, 
I met to-day. He was detained here through 
his wife's illness. He has been an inquirer 
for eight years, and now professes faith ia 
Jesus as the Messiah. I told him that it 
was not enough to know that Jesus was the 
true Messiah, but needful also to know bim as 
bearing our sins, and to have peace in our 
souls through him. He said that he did so ; 
but that his many sufferings and deprivations 
prevented his tranquillity of mind. I pointed 
to the sufferings of David, and said, that 
seldom any were turned to God without the 
experience of trials, and exhorted him to pray 
without ceasing. 

Condition of Jewish Inquirers in Poland, 

September 10. — M g of Poland came 

to see me before his departure. We spoke 
of the state of the Jews in Poland. He told 
me that there the Jews converse much 
together concerning Christianity, but they 
fear to express their convictions. He believes 
that many of them are convinced that Jesus 
of Nazareth is the Messiah, but should they 
make this known, other Jews would shun 
them, and they would come into great diffi- 
culties. That the only way for them is to 
emigrate, and this, particularly in the case 
of men who have families, is no easy matter; 
for, besides the missionaries, who can do little, 
there are none to assist them. They conse- 
quently remain in the profession of Juda- 
ism. I exhorted him to be faithful to his 
own confession, and to trust in Jesus who 
gave himself for our salvation. 



GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 



ALEXANDRIA IN EGYPT. 

PBOTBSTAMT SCHOOL. 

A NOTICE appeared in our last September 
Number of the appointment of Mr Hogg as 
buperintendent. On Monday, 10th Novem- 
ber, 1856, a prayer meeting, in connection 
with Mr Hogg's departure, was held at Edin- 
burgh, whenH. D. Dickie, Esq., presided, and 
the Revs. Messrs Cullen, Leith, Parlane, 
Tranent, Brown from Alexandria, Salkinson, 



now of Hamburg, and T. Henderson, secre- 
tary to the Scottish Society for the Conver- 
sion of Israel, took part in the proceedings. 
From the letter of a gentleman at Alexandria 
to a friend in Edinburgh, we learn that Mr 
Hogg is now at Alexandria, zealously en- 
gaged in the study of the Arabic, and that 
he has also commenced teaching. Six pupils 
have been enrolled, two of whom (Roman 
Catholics) have a partial «i<!,Q^^u\»SkRA HO»J<icL 
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the English language, the others speak Ita- 
lian. Contributions in aid of the'Protestant 
school at Alexandria will be received by 
William Lcckie, Esq., Commercial Bank, 
and H. D. Dickie, Esq., Ann-street, Edin- 
burgh; or, by Mr John M Galium, 76 St 
George*s-place, Glasgow. 

The following is a list of additional contri- 
butions received at Edinburgh, — 

In aid of Protestant Schools ik Albxandbia : 



Charles Lawson, Esq., . 

William Cowan, Esq., . 

James Black & Co., Glasgow, 

Mrs M., Glasgow, 

"Wm. Duncan, i Uerlot Row, 

H. Rose, Hillside Crescent, . 

Mrs Greig, . 

H. D. Dickie, 

John Millar, 

John Macandrew, . 

W. J. Duncan, 

D. MathesoD, 

John Geddes, 

Dr Makellar, 

Sir R. K. Arbuthnot. 

John Macandrew, jur., 

C. W. Anderson, . 
Thomas Oliphant, 
R. Morrison, 
Samuel Raleigh, . 
£. Meldruin, 
A. W. Johnston, . 
Rev. G. D. CuUen, 
From friends in Wick, 

by, . . . 
Mite— Mrs C, 
Two Sisters, . 

D. M'Laren, Greenhill, 
John Black, Ford Forge 
S. & Company, do., 
James Scott, 
R. Watson, Liverpool 
A. Musgrave, 
Captain Scott, 
G. Primrose, 
A Friend, 
Per Mrs Elmslie, . 
Mrs OgiWie, . 
J. D.. . 



per Mr Sower 



MrsE., . 

M. H. Wilkin, London, 

Friends in Tranent, per Mr Hogg 

Collection at Prayer Meeting, 

R. Anderson, 7 Gayfleld Square, 

Wm. Paxton, Berwick, 

Robert Burns, Crowe, per Will 

Cowan 

Mrs Ritchie 

James Grant, 

J. A. Rankin, 

The Rev. D. M'Ewan, . 

The Rev. J. Watson, . 

A Farmer's thank-offering, . 

Hugh Tennant, Glasgow, 

Donations, per Dr.^Jirown. 
Mrs Conon, Aberdeen, 
J. TumbuU, £dinburg4i, 
Bev. Dr. Black, do.. 
Rev. D. G. Crawford, Burntisland 
L. Pullar, Perth, . 
A Greig, do., 
D. M'Kenzie, do., . 
J. Flockhart, do , . 
Mrs Aikman, do., . 
Mn Bramwell, do.. 
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W M'Donald, Perth, ... £060 

Mrs Graham, do., . . , .050 

Mrs Ogilvie, do., 10 

Mrs Sandeman, da, . . . .050 

Miss Dawson, da 6 

W. Greig, do 10 

Misses Ross, do., 10 

Mrs Hay, do., 10 

A Female Friend, do., . . . .016 
Sundry small sums, do., . . . 10 

A SaUor's Wife, do S 6 

Rev. J. Gilfillan, Stirling, . . .060 
Per Rev. W. Steel, Falkirk, . .10 

MrsWhitson, 5 

Mrs S. M Moncrieff, . . . .050 

A Friend 5 

Collected at St George*s (Free), Edin- 
burgh, ,15 6 

R. Barbour 2 



FEMALE EDUCATION IN ALEX- 
ANDRIA. 

The friends of Israel will be gratified to 
learu, that after several disappointments, a 
suitable place has been found for the ffirU* 
school, which it was the object of the 
Ladies' Association for Educating Jewish 
Females to establish in this important 
centre. Miss Pringle has made a most 
auspicious commencement, and baa already 
thirteen pupils on her list. Eleven of these are 
Jewesses, and of the remaining two, one is a 
Mohammedan, and the other an Italian 
Protestant. As may be supposed, they are 
all in a condition of sad ignorance, but it is 
to be hoped that, by the blessing of God on 
the labours of their teacher, enlightenment 
will in due time ensue. It may be men- 
tioned that six of the Jewbh girls speak 
Arabic, and that this is the class of which 
the school is likely to be composed. In oar 
next we will be able to give extracts horn 
the Annual Report of the Ladies' Society. 
In the meantime, we commend the interestiog 
cause to all those who seek the elevation 
and conversion of the rising race of Jewish 
females. 

BRITISH SOCIETY.— FRANCE. 

The following very interesting notra art 
from a communication of Mr Cohen, giviog 
account of a visit to various French towns :— 

Yesterday (Sunday) I was invited by Mrs 

T , an English lady, who is labouriog 

among the Roman Catholics here, to address 
a meeting which is held in her house, and 
among the rest of my hearers, I had th< 
rabbi and his wife, who were invited by Mr^ 

T , and they listened with the greatest 

attention, as I related how J was led to 
believe in Jesus as the Messiah. He is i 
very interesting young man, of aboot 27 
years of age, and of whom I have great hopes 
that he will one day be induced to believe in 
Christ. This morning (Monday) I called 
on him, and remained with him about an 
hour, and when I was about to leave hiffl) 
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be took my hand, and in a low tone said : — 
* Yon are engaged in a noble work.* I 
told him to read bis Bible, and to write 
to me. 

— — '. Daring my stay bore I visited 
several families, to whom I preached Christ 
and Him erocified, as well as to a great 
number of my brethren, whom I met in the 
streets and other plaoes ; and although I was 
received by some an an unwelcome guest, 
yet, on the whole, I have nothing to com- 
plain of. I was listened to with apparent 
delight, and some even told me, that not 
only would they reflect on what I had told 
them, but that they would even procure 
Bibles, and read for themselves. Several 
told me that, if what I had mentioned were 
true, their state was a sad one. There are 
here about 4000 Jews ; they have two 
synagogues, a rabbi, and three schools, two 
for boys and one for girls. But what I 
found most deplorable here, as well as else- 
where, was not merely their indifference to 
Jndaism, but the great infidelity which is 
grafted in most of their hearts ; a very few 
of them believe in a future state. What a 
fearhil condition to die in ! I went to the 
synagc^e, and spoke to several whom I had 
seen on Friday. I asked them why they 
went to the synagogue, since they did not 
believe that there was anything more after 
this life ? They said that it was from habit 
they went, but nothing more. 

I hope the committee will take into their 
prayerful consideration the Jews in this 

place. There are here and in more 

than 6000 Jews, who are living and dying 
without having the Gospel preached to tbem. 
Are they to be neglected ? 

The day before I left, I met a Jew, with 
whom I entered into conversation, and I was 
pleased to find that be read the New Testa- 
ment. He said it was now more than six 
months since he read the Testament, which 
he found most sublime, and that the words 
of Jesus very often touched his heart. 

I have met with several Jews here, who 
still remembered Professor Petavel's visit, 
and seemed delighted to talk about him, 
and some would have it that he is a Jew. I 
also met here two Jews, who attended the 
Jewish conference at Paris, and one of them 
told me that he was highly gratified with 
the addresses of the different gentlemen. - 

— is quite a Jewish town. There 

are here ( included, which is a little 

town at the other side of the river), more 
than two thousand Jews ; they have three 
schools, a rabbi, and a most beautiful syna- 
goguge, which I visited on Saturday last; 
but I am sorry to say that their manners 
were very loose and indifferent, and the ser- 



vice appeared to me anything but a religious 
one. 

When the Jews were driven from Spain, 
they settled down in a village a few miles 
from here, where they must have remained 
several years, as there is a large burying- 
ground, the walls of which have only been 
rebuilt about two years ago, to preserve the 
place as a souvenir of their sufferings ; but 
finally they were removed to E , where 

they found an asylum, and where the most of 
them still reside, and it is in that place they 
have their synagogue. 

It is only about twenty-five or thirty years 
since that the Jews have been permitted to 
reside in this place. They were allowed to 
do business here, but were obliged to be in 

E before sunset; but if, by chance, 

some of them were found afler that time, 
they were hooted, stones thrown after them, 
and some of them were even thrown into the 
river. Poor Jews I you can hear a sorrow- 
ful story about them wherever you go. They 
have been afflicted and oppressed ; still they 
exist as distinct as ever. They are, indeed, 
something like the bush which Moses saw 
burning, but was not consumed. 

I found the Jews here very ignorant of 
the truth, but exceedingly willing to hear the 
Gospel. I was quite a novelty among them; 
they had heard of Jews believing in Jesus, 
but the most of them never saw one, and I 
had only to make my appearance in some of 

the streets in E , and I had at once a 

crowd of Jews around me, to whom I 
preached the Gospel of Jesus for an hour or 
two at a time; and I am thankful to say 
that some of them felt so deeply interested 
in what I said about the Gospel, that after I 
had spoken to them for upwards of an hour 
they were still reluctant to let me go, and 
still desirous to hear more. Several told me 
that there was great need of a reform, and 
what I said to them went more to their 
hearts than the sermon which the great 
rabbi preached last Easter. I pray that 
some may find rest in Christ. 

A most respectable Jew told me that he 
attended a meeting for the Jews at Paris, 
last summer, and heard an English milord, 
and that he had read the New Testament 
since then. He asked me several questions, 
from which I could see that he was pretty 
well acquainted with it. I told him that it 
was not sufficient for us merely to know 
Jesus Christ theoreticall}', but we must pray 
to Him, and ask Him to dwell in our hearts. 
I do not think he understood me, but I hope 
the Lord will open his eyes and heart to 
receive Christ as his Saviour. 

■. There are here about 600 Jews, 
with a synagogue, two schools^ w^<l ^ x-^Nsu 
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I called on several of my brethren, some of 
whom received me verj kindly, and I freely 
expounded to tbem all the prophecies re- 
specting the Messiah, and remission of sin 
throagh His name ; but they were so badly 
informed of their own Scriptures, that I be- 
lieve not half of them understood what I 
said. They were, however, greatly surprised 
that 80 much of Christ and Christianity 
should be found in the Old Testament, and 
some have resolved to study the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures. Several appeared delighted 
when I told them that I hoped soon to visit 
them again, and two begged me to bring 
them a Bible each, at my next visit. I 
called on the Jewish schoolmaster, who told 
me that he had read the New Testament; 
bat when I asked him what he thought of it 



and of Christ, he said, — * What I think of 
Christ no man shall know ; God knows it.' 
The day I left I met an aged Jew, to whom 
I preached Christ more than once daring my 
stay here, who told me that from this time 
he would search, and endeavour to settle the 
qnestion whether Jesus be really the Saviour 
of the world; and when I was about to 
leave him, he said, — * 1 never thought of 
Jesus Christ as the Saviour of Jews, until 
you spoke to me about it. I knew that He 
was the God of the Gentiles; but now I 
hope that God will reveal Him to me, ere I 
die.' There are here two Jewish Christians 
of very long standing ; one has known Christ 
twenty-6ve years, and the other about six- 
teen years. I believe both of them are mem- 
bers of the Wesleyan Society here. 



OBITUARY. 



STEWAKT BATES, D.D. 

It IS our painful duty to record the de- 
cease of this pious and useful minister at Glas- 
gow on the 7th Nov., 1856. His eminence as 
a Christian pastor, the influence which he ex- 
erted over a wide circle, his services to the 
general cause of Christianity, and the happy 
combination of judgment with zeal, which 
he displayed in promoting the cause of Chris- 
tian love and union, entitle his memory to 
the esteem of the whole church of Christ, 
though, in his religious convictions, he be- 
longed to one of the smallest of its sections. 
He was born near Londonderry, in 1794, 
In his boyhood he owed much to the happy 
influence of maternal piety. He received his 
theological education in Glasgow under Pro- 
fessor M'Gill ; and though he belonged to the 
Synod of Ulster, he was led, after long and 
serious inquiry, to connect himself, at a great 
sacrifice of worldly prospects, with the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church. In that church 
there was no opening for him in Ireland, 
and he remained for several ye^s without a 
call. On a visit to Scotland, a congregation 
at Kelso enjoyed his services for a short time, 
and ^ soon testified their appreciation of his 
worth and ability by a unanimous call, which 
was accepted. Ordained in 1 823, he labour- 
ed in Kelso for fourteen years and a half. 
He was called to Glasgow in 1838, where 
he continued till his death. On the last Sab- 
bath of October he preached his last sermon. 
Though gifted with a singular amount of 
self-control, on that occasion he was more 
than once nearly overmastered by the strength 
of his emotions, and closed the sermon with 
a verse of the hymn beginning, " The 
hour of my departure's come." On the 



Tuesday he was laid prostrate with the ill- 
ness from which he never recovered. Next 
day be was able to dictate a letter, as secre- 
tary for Foreign Missions, to one of the mis- 
sionaries of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church. During the few days he continued 
to linger under the progress of his malady, 
he was enabled, through divine grace, to 
manifest a calm readiness for his change. 
Even in his moments of unconciousness, his 
thoughts, to judge from all the utterances 
which escaped his lips, were gravitating with 
singular constancy towards Christ and the 
things of Christ. 

It was not as an eloquent preacher that 
Dr Bates excelled. His sermons evinced 
sterling sense, practical sagacity, a firm hold 
of the gospel, and no ordinary command of 
vigorous and idiomatic diction. In the qaiet 
offices of pastoral duty he was a model. His 
appearances in the> pulpit, though not re- 
markable for the graces of rhetoric, were 
weighty and powerful, from his clear judg- 
ment, deep sincerity, and knowledge of ba- 
nian nature ; while they came home to his 
own flock with rare effect as the words of a 
man from whom, in the familiar intercourse 
of the week, they received so much unwea- 
ried attention, and in whom there was so 
much to love and admire. 

He was the author of a few sermons, able, 
terse, and pointed. It was at his instigation 
that the synod to which he belonged ventnr- 
ed to start a scheme of missions, which 
gradually flowered into three branches, tm- 
bracing the colonies, the heathen, and the 
Jews. He threw his whole seul into the 
cause of temperance, and to the skill with 
which he guided the movement in the West 
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of Sootlaod, must be aKiibed in no small 
degree its respectability and success. Though 
committed tiHj to the principles oi total ab- 
stinence, his ealm and sagacious mind avoid- 
ed much that was qaestionable and extreme 
in the views of its supporters, and be alwajs 
conciliated respect when he did not accom- 
plish conversion to his views. No good 
cause during the last twenty years but at 
once secured his aid, and iu most societies 
and committees, his tact in gathering up 
the views of a meeting and reducing them 
to shape in lucid and definite language, 
brought frequent and heavy demands upon 
him for services of this kind. His labours 
for many years as one of the secretaries of 
the Evangelical Alliance, were untiring. 
With him Christian love was not the easy 
good nature springing from any incapacity 
to discern the importance of the principles 
by which different churches might be separa- 
ted. In his character it had all the force and 
dignity of a principle, — never more honoured 
than when, with ail the strength of his own 
denominational attachments, bis heart was 
ever open in the exercise of the most catho- 
lic affection to every friend of our common 
Iiord. — News of the Churches. 

From an early period Dr Bates manifested 
deep interest in the progress of the Scottish 
Society for the Conversion of Israel, and al- 
though not, at the time of his decease, offi- 
cially related to it, he had at various periods 
belonged to its directorate. Within a month 
of his death he preached on its belief at 
Paisley. He now rests in the safe keeping of 
Israel's Shepherd. May others be raised to 
fellow his footsteps, and labour and pray for 
Israel's Redemption I 

DEATH OF THE BEY. J. NICOLATgON, 
JEBUSALBH. 

Albxandbia, 21st October, 1856. 
By last mail from Jerusalem, we received 
the melancholy intelligence of the death of 
the above distinguished servant of God. Mr 
N. died at Jerusalem on the 6th inst., fi*om 
Syrian fever. He had been more than thirty 
years a missionary to the Jews in Palestine, 
and for the greater number of these years 



in the 0% of Jerusalem ; since the comple- 
tion of the church he held the office of min- 
ister. Perhaps there are few missionaries 
who have witnessed so many varied scenes 
in the field of missions, who have suffered 
so much, who have done so n^uch good 
and who were so much beloved by all denomi, 
nations, as Mr Nicolayson. He was a great 
benefactor to both Jews and Gentiles 
and has been acknowledged as such by all 
who knew him. He formed the first edaca- 
tional institution of the mission at Jerusalem, 
and was the originator of the Jewish hospi- 
tal in that city. His endeavour was to 
promote alike the spiritual and temporal 
welfare of both Jews and Gentiles, whilst, at 
the same time, they considered him as their 
best earthly counsellor. He was the first 
missionary of the London Jewish Society to 
the Jews in Jerusalem. He waa a man of 
superior talents and qualifieations, hoth as a 
classical and theological scholar, and few 
Gentile missionaries have ever attained to 
that high degree of Jewish learning which 
Mr N. possessed, while at the same time he 
was an eminent linguist. Ho was well 
known as a man of piety, enei^gy, and discre- 
tion ; and on the appointment of the first 
British consul in Jerusalem, he was urged 
by Lord Palmerston to accept that office. 
He was buried in full canonicals, and the 
public were admitted to see him in his coffin, 
during which time the church was hung in 
black. His death has cast a gloom over the 
inhabitants of the city, and his funeral day 
was a day of general mourning ; his funera 
was attended by all the consuls, and many 
of the clergy of the Greek, Armenian, and 
Abyssinian Churches, as well as by Mo- 
hammedan sheiks and Jewish rabbis, and 
many of the shops were closed for the 
whole of the day. He was carried to his 
grave exclusively by Jewish converts, and at 
his burial several affecting addresses were de- 
livered both in English and German. He 
fell asleep in the full enjoyment of peace, 
and left the earthly Jerusalem to receive his 
reward above. His loss is deeply lamented 
in the whole of the land .and no doubt still 
more at home. — Commonwealth, 



SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR THE CONVERSION OF ISRAEL. 

Notice to Minister Sf Treasurers of Auxiliary Societies^ Collectors and Subscribers, 

It is respectfully requested that Collections and Subscriptions for 1856-7 be forwarded 
as soon as possible. The Society's Accounts for the current year will be doised on the 8 let 
March. 

THOMAS HENDERSON, Secretary, 
75 St Geobob's Place, Glasgow, 
Uth February, 1857. 
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Contributions Becbiyed from 18Tn Oct. till 31st Dec, 1856. 

Abbrdsen— St Nicholas Lane U. P. Ch.— per B. Steven, Esq., £7 14 7 
Belmont Street (add.)— Col. Serm. by BeT.B. G.Brown, 3 
John Street Baptist Chapel — 

D. Mac^lan, - - - - £10 

A. C. Barker, - - - - 15 

Joseph Rowell, View Place, - - 10 

SmaU Contributions, - - - 5 

2 10 

Friends at 208 George St. — ^per Rev A. Anderson, - 2 4 
St Paul's St U. P. Ch.— CoL Serm. by Rev. T. Henderson, 1 15 8 
Charlotte St U. P. Church— CoL Sermon by the Rev. R. 

Grant Brown, - - - - - -101 

St Nicholas Lane U. P. Church— Collected at Public 

Meeting, - - - - - -118 

John Stewart, Cotton Lodge, - *- - - 5 

Miss Stewart - - - - - -0 10 

£24 16 

ABKBua)T— U. P. Ch. — Col. Sermon by Mr Salkinson, - - - 12 

AusxANDRiA (Dumbarton) — ^Mrs M'Lean, - - - - -060 

AixoA— 1st U. P Ch. (Rev. P. M'Dowairs)— Sermon by Rev. R. G. Brown, 7 
AvosBBiDOB — U. P. Cn.— CoL Sermon by Mr Salkmson, - - - 1 6 

Balbiggih— U. P. Church, - - - - - - -109 

Bahff— Cong. Ch.— CoL Sermon by the Rev. R. Frame, 

Peterhead — including don. from Miss Mitchell, Macdu£^ £2 7 6 
U. P. Ch.— CoL Sermon by Rev. R. Frame, - - 1 8 6 

3 11 

Barrhead — U. P. Ch. — CoL Sermon by the Rev. R. Grant Brown, - - 11 

Berwick— Church St. U. P. Ch. Missionary Society— per Rev. John Peden, 2 
Bridob of Allan — U. P. Ch. — CoL Sermon by the Rev. R. Grant Brown, - 1 16 7 
Bridge of Tetth — Rev. Dr M*Kerrow, - - - - -0 10 

BuRQHEAD— U. p. Ch.— CoL Address by the Rev. R. Grant Brown, - - 12 6 

Cabrach—U. P. Church, - - - - - - -120 

Campbelton—" A Sincere Friend,*' - - - - - -200 

Cabnoustdb— U. P. Ch.— per Rev. J. P. Miller, - - £3 9 6 

CoL at Evening Sermon by the Rev. G. Button, - 1 10 

4 19 6 

CoMBiB—U. P. Church, - - - - - -£200 

U. P. Church Bible Class, - - - - 10 

U. P. Church Missionary Box, - - - 1 4 

2 11 4 

Comrie (Glassadale)— Bequest from C, - - - - - 10 

Craigdam— U. P. Ch.— CoL Sermon by the Rev. J. Miller, - - - 2 2 6 

Craigmill — ^Blission CoL — ^per Rev. R. Grant Brown, - - - 6 6 6 

CuiXEN — Rev. D. Brown, - - - - • - -010 

Dauletth — ^East U. P. Ch. — Cong. Missionary Society, - £7 10 

East U. P. Ch. — CoL Sermon by Mr Salkinson, includ- 
ing offering from " A Friend to Israel," - - 7 
Cong. Ch.Col. Sermon by Mr Salkinson, - - 3 11 
West U. P. Ch.— Col. Sermon by the Secretary, - 3 3 
Back Street U. P. Ch.— CoL Serm. by Rev. R. G. Brown^ 1 15 

22 19 

Di7MBARix)N — ^West Bridgc-cnd U. P. Ch. — ^per John Ure, Esq., - - 2 

Dundee — ^Panmuir St Cliapel — CoL at Annual Meeting, per D. Urquhart, Esq., 1 13 
DuBSCORE—U. P. Church, - - - - -£100 

U. P. Ch.— per Mr J. Fergusson, Speddoch, - - 2 

3 

Edinburgh — ^Newington U. P. Church, - - - £5 3 

"A Disciple," 500 

Mr Laing, Potter Row, - - - - - 2 

Collected by Miss Archibald — 

Mrs Cunningham, - - - £0 5 

Isal)ella Archibald, - - - 5 

Mrs Steele, - - - - 4 6 

Mrs Ferguson, - - - - 3 6 

Carrv forward, - £0 18 tl2 3 (V 
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Brought forward, 
BCrs Pendrigh, 
Mrs Lamb, 
Mrs Gibson, 



£0 18 £12 3 
2 6 








1 
1 








A Member of Nicolson Street U. P. Ch.— per Rev. Dr 
Johnston, ------ 

J. J.— per Mr Crawford, ----- 

Per Rev. J. L. Aikman-^. S., - - £0 2 6 

S.D., - - 2 6 



ti 



it 



Mr D. Hay, Student— per Mr Salkinson, 

EixoN— U. P. Ch. Col. Sermon by the Rev. J. B. Ritchie, 

Widow Martin — per Rev. J. Ireland, - - - 

Faikirk— per Rev. Wm. Steel, - - - - - 

FoRRKs— U. P. Ch.— Col. Sermon by Rev. R. G. Brown, 
Fraserbubgh— Cong. Ch. — Col. Serm. by Rev. R G. Brown, 
John Weymss, ------ 

Missionary Box — ^per Jane Thomson, Kinglesser, 
Missionary Box — ^per Mrs Winchester, - - - 

Glasgow — Oswald St O. S. Independent Church, 

Duke Street U. P. Church, _ - - - 

Tollcross U. P. Church, ----- 

Missionary Box in village of, - 

Blackfriars Street Bap. Ch. — Col. Serm. by Secretary, 

Anderston Female Bible Class, - - - - 

M. W., a Member of the Female Auxiliary, 

Duncan Hunter, ------ 

J. H. Young, --.__. 

David Yuile, --_-»_ 

W. R. Findlay, 

R. Kaye, Partick Hill, 

John Smith, Esq., per Thos. Frame, Esq., 

Mrs Gardner, Hope Street, - - - - 

GoREBRiDGE — Rev. Greorge Sandy, - - - - 

Greenlaw — U. P. Ch. — Sermon by the Secretary, including 

Contribution from Mission Fund, _ - - 

Wm. Lyall, Esq., Cammerlaws, - - - - 

Collected by Miss Miller — 

John Milne, ------ 

George Frater, ------ 

James Gibson, -___-- 
Alison Miller, ------ 

Henry Miller, ------ 

Mrs Purves, ------ 

Mrs Walter Waddel, ----- 

Mrs Shiels, ------ 

Agnes Alexander, - . _ _ - 

Thomas Frater, ------ 

George Henderson, ----- 

Alex. Miller, ------ 

Janet Miller, ------ 



12 6 

15 
5 



5 

2 6 

10 

8 



£7 

2 

10 

7 1 

















1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 











Greenock — Rev. A Sinclair's Sab. School — ^per Mr John Borland, - 
Helensburgh — U. P. Ch. — Col. Sermon by Mr Salkinson, - 
HowGATE — U. P. Ch. — per Rev. D. Duncan, - - - - 

Irvinb— Jewish Society— per Mr Wm. Cunningham, - - _ 

Kilbarchan — U. P. Church, ------ 

KiLMAURS— U. P. Church Collection— per Mr Hugh Dunlop, 
Kilmarnock— Col. Sermons by Messrs Salkinson and Brown, 

Prince's Street U. P. Ch.— (Rev. D. T. Jamieson's), - £4 15 
King Street U. P. Ch. (Rev. J. Symington's), - - 3 15 

Wellington Street U. P. Church (Rev. A. Hamilton's), 1 5 











£5 
5 
5 

1 1 

2 

15 
10 

10 
10 

1 
10 
10 
10 
5 




6 
6 
6 




£2 10 
10 



6 







6 
6 
6 
6 
6 



6 
6 




£14 18 



13 
10 
3 12 



10 7 1 



33 12 6 
10 



8 11 

2 

1 10 

2 
6 10 
2 
2 9 
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Kilsyth — U. P. Ch. — per Rev. Robt. Anderson, 
Kincardine — U. P. Ch. — Col. Sermon by Mr Salkinson, 
Ejnboss — ^per Mr Robert Robertson — 

Montgomeiy Street Sabbath School, - 

East U. P. Church Sabbath School, 

Laurencekirk — Missionary Society — ^per Mr John Rae, 
Largo — U. P. Ch.— -per Mr Wm. Wood, 
Mauchline — U. P. Church Juvenile Missionary Society, 
Milnathort — U. P. Church — ^per Mr John Horn, 
Musselburgh— Mill Hill U. P. Ch. — Col. Sermon by the Rev. 
R. Grant Brown, _ _ - - - 

Bridge Street U. P. Ch.— Sermon by the Secretary, - 

Nairn — U. P. Ch. — Col. Sermon by Rev. R. Grant Brown, - 
A Friend — ^per Rev. Wm. Bisset, _ _ - 

Newcastleton— Miss Jane Scott — ^per Mr G. Hall, - 
Old Meldrum — U. P. Ch.— CoL Sermon by the Secretary, - 
Rev. J. M'Crie, ------ 

Mr Anderson, ------ 

Paisley — Oakshaw Street U. P. Ch. — per Wm. Philips, Esq., 
Perth — ^North U. P. Ch Miss. Assoc. — per D. Morton, Esq., 
Friend — per D.Morton, Esq., - - - - 

Peterhead — U. P. Ch.— Col. Ser. by the Rev. Geo. Hutton, £3 3 8 
Cong. Ch. — Col. Sermon by Ditto, 
A Criend in, - 

A Friend do., - - - - 

Two Friends do., _ . _ 



PoRT-GiiASGow — U. P. Church— Col. Address by the Kev. R. 
Grant Brown, ------ 

Congregational Missionary Society, - - - 

RATHIIJ.ET — ^per Rev. James Bonvick — 

Jas. Miller, Esq., Kinnear, for Schools at Alexandria, 
Sabbath School, ------ 

Rattray ^Blairgowrie)— U. P. Ch. Sab School— per Rev. R. Russell, 
Rhynie— Cong. Ch.— Col. Sermon by the Rev. R. Troup, Huntly, - 
RosEHEARTY — U. P. Ch.— per Rev. Wm. Balfour, - - - 

Rothesay — West Free Church — Col. Sermon by Mr Salkinson, 
Savoch of Deer — U. P. Church, - - - _ _ 

Stirling — Cong. Church, ---_>_ 
Strathaven — East U P. Church — ^per Mr Thomas Steel, - 
Thurso — per Rev. D. B. Mackenzie — 

A Friend, deceased, - - - - - £1 1 

Mrs Miller, - - - - - -06 



£2 
1 10 







£2 5 
15 






£5 
1 1 
1 







£€ 
1 







£1 10 





10 


6 


10 


6 


6 


6 



2 17 


6 


£2 
1 






£2 
10 



6 








Tillicoultry — U. P. Ch. — Col. Sermons by Messrs Brown and Salkinson, 
TuLLEMET — Collected by Mrs Anderson and Mrs Grant, - _ _ 

Wigtown — U. P. Church, ------- 

WooDsiDE — Free Church— per Rev. R. Grant Brown, - £0 9 6 

From a dying Girl, - - - - -033 



2 10 



3 
6 



7 10 
2 4 6 



7 



Yetholm— U. P. Church— Col. Sermon by the Rev. John Milne, Greenlaw, 



6 9 



3 



^ 10 6 

10 6 
2 4) 
10 
8 17 6 
13 6 

1 15 

2 



16 
6 6 

17 2 
8 16 



12 9 

1 17 8J 



TEMPORAL AID FUND. 

Glasgow— W. G. Mitchell, Esq., - - - - -£200 

Somersetshire- Yeovil, Pownhill, Mrs Warne, received by the Rev. Ben- 
jamin Weiss at Algiers, - - - - - -500 
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On Sabbath evening, 10th April, the Annual Sermon was preached at 
Renfield Street United Presbyterian Church, Glasgow, by the Rev. 
Andrew A. Bonar, minister of Finnieston Free Church, formerly of 
Collace, to a large audience. 

On the following evening, the Twelfth Annual Meeting was held at the 
Religious Institution Hall, St George's Place. On and around the plat- 
form were numerous ministers. of various denominations, and other friends 
well known for their interest in the cause of Missions. 

The Rev. George Johnston, D.D., of Nicolson Street United Presby- 
terian Church, Edinburgh, one of the Yice-Presidents, filled the Chair ; 
and on his retiring, the Rev. Alexander Fraser of West Nile Street Con* 
gregational Chapel. 

A portion of the 80th Psalm having been sung, the Rev. A. G. Forbes, 
of North Hanover Street Congregational Church, engaged in prayer. 

The Chairman then rose, and was received with applause. He said — Christian Friends, 
when I left Edinburgh this afternoon, I had no thought that I would occupy the chair, and 
preside over this meeting. I came for the purpose of being a hearer and spectator, and 
probably of saying a few words of encouragement to the members and those connected with 
the Jewish Society, but I found that your respected and excellent president, the Rev. Dr. 
Robson, was from home, having gone to Berwick, and had »skcd the Secretary to apologize for 
his absence. In consequence of this I was asked to preside over the meeting, so long as I 
can spare time to be present with you. I am exceedingly happy to have the pleasure, for 
a short time, of presiding over the annual meeting of the Scottish Society for the Conversion 
of Israel. I was present at the formation of the Society, and have been more or less con- 
nected with the Association since the hour of its formation, and have always taken a deep 
interest in its movements. No one has rejoiced more in its prosperity than I have. I have 
done what I could in my own sphere in Edinburgh to promote its prosperity, and have been 
somewhat instrumental in reviving an interest in the Association among our friends in the 
East. (Applause.) In attempting to accomplish any great and difficult work, it is always 
a matter of importance to be able to cherish the assurance that we will be successful ; and 
in putting forth efforts for the conversion of the Jews, we have the highest assurance that 
these efforts will, sooner or later, be crowned with complete success; {oc tVi«t^\'ei Xk^'Ccvvx^ 
which, I think, is more distinctly revealed in the sacred Sct\i^\.\tte^ \)aa.\i >\\^ ^\i.\.>3>x'^ ^sa^s^^^t- 
ejon of the descendants of Abraham, in the onward progreaa o? VW ^os\w\ oS. i^sivce* ^'^^t ^^ 

A 



2 THE TBJESD OF ISRAiX. O^Jj 1857. 

world. There are many qTiettH>Ds eooneeted with the conTersion of the Jews of deep 
iDterest, but with none of tbeee hare we, aa a Soeietjr, anjr eoneem whaterer, cor object 
being amply their ooDTerrion to the faith of the Lord Jeans as the promiaed Meanah ; and I 
think there is no troth more distinctljr rerealed than that the deacendants of Israel will, 
sooner or later, acknowledge Jesas as the promiaed Meseiah, and pot their tnut in him 
as their Redeemer. (Applause.) The Prophets and Apostlea in their writinga, urge thia 
important fact, in proof of which I shall jast read to 70a a lew passages which I hare 
selected. In the 11th chapter of Isaiah, beginning at the 10th Terse, we read thoa : — 'And 
in that daj there shall be a root of Jease, which shall stand for an ensign of the people , to 
it shall the Gentiles seek : and bis rest shall be gk>rioos. And it shall come to paaa in that 
day, that the Lord shall set his hand again the second time to recorer the remnant of his 
people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathroe, and from Gnah, and 
from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the ialands of the ica. And he shall 
net up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gath^ together 
the dispersed of Judah from the four comers of the earth.' Thn again, in the 69th chapter 
of the same book, at the 20th Terse, we read — * And the Redeemer shaJl come to Zion, and 
unto them that turn from trao^ession in Jacob, saith the Lord. As for ma, this is my 
covenant with tbem, saith the Lord ; My spirit that is upon thee, and my words whkh I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the month of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and for erer.' 
Again, in Jeremiah, Slst chapter, we read, beginning at the Slst Terse ~' Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with 
the bouse of Judah : not according to the coTenant that I made with their fiuhera in the day 
that I took tbem by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt ; which my eoreoant 
they brake, although I was a husband unto them, saith the Lord : bat this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After these days, saith the 
I>ord, I will put my law in their inward parte, and write it in their hearts; and 
will be tbeir God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every roan his neighbour, and every man his brother, sajing, E[now the LcHrd: 
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, nith 
the Lord : for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their ain no 
more.' I apprehend it is impossible, on any principle of &ir interpretation, to regard these 
different predictions as having received their fulfilment in the return from the Babylonish 
captivity, or on the day of Pentecost, when so many of the Jews were brought to a know- 
ledge of Jesus. They refer to a later period of the Messianic dispensation, and, I apprehend, 
distinctly declare the important truth — whatever else they may declare — that a time will 
como when, by the preaching of the everlasting Gospel, and through the influenoe of the 
Divine Spirit on that preaching, the descendants of Jacob shall cast away their unbelief, re- 
tarn to Jesus, and acknowledge him as the promised Saviour. (Applause.) These pre- 
dictions receive a fall illustration and confirmation from what the apostle PaiU himself sajs 
in the 1 1th chapter of the Romans, where he tells us that God hath not finally rejected his 
people, for that even at the time he wrote * there was a remnant according to the election of 
grace ' — a remnant greater than was found in the dajs of Ahab, when God had 7000 re- 
served to himself who had not bowed the knee to Baal. He goes on to show that the vast 
majority of the Israelites will be converted, and the steps by which he proves this are wor- 
thy of remark. First, he tells us that God is able to restore Israel — * God is able to graff them 
in again.' Then their restoration is probable. * If,' he says, speaking to the Gentiles, 
* thou wert cut out of the olive tree, which is wild bjr nature, and wert graffied contrary to 
nature into a good oUve tree ; how much more shaU these (the Jews), which be the natural 
branches, be grafFed into their own olive tree.' He then proceeds to the last step, and shows 
that their conversion is absolately certain. ' The Deliverer shall come out of Zion, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob : and so all Israel shall be saved.' These are our en- 
couragements to labour for the Jews. Not only arc they included in the promise that * all 
the ends of tbo earth shall turn unto the Lord,' but both the Old and New Testaments are 
full of precious promises in reference- to the Jews themselves, and their conversion to the 
faith of the Gospel. 

But, in addition to all this, the past history and present condition of the descendants of 

Israel afford a striking illustration of the prophetic statements. It is now 1800 years since 

their beautiful temple was burned to the ground^their splendid capital nearly razed to the 

foundation, and they themselves scattered over the earth. They have been sold aa sUives— 

they have been wanderers in every quarter of the globe, oppressed and persecuted. All 

other nations seemed to have combined to annihilate the name and existence of the Israelites 

from the world, I'bere is not a nation iVial \a noV. f^loAn^di N«\V\iV\v« VAiCMd of the Jew» But, 

ootwitbatanding after 1800 years of unexampVed ^et«e«£vi\AQ!av \Xi«i "itfA <k^ woaJt^ ^t 

f^sist in the face of all nations, aa separale amonj^ «l\\ lYi^ V\iitB^wi» «x{Maiii^^\A!^^^^\gn^ 
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wandered, as when they dwelt in their native fatherland, and were kept separate by the 
Old Testament dispensation from the surrounding nations. Not only are they as separate as a 
people, but they are as numerous at the present moment as in the days of Solomon, there 
being no fewer than five millions of Jews at present existing in all the kingdoms of the 
earth. What a contrast does this afford to the case of other conquered peoples ! It is all 
but universally the fact, that conquered nations either disappear altogether, or completely 
assimiliite themselres with their conquerors. Look at one fiEict. Who can estimate and 
separate the blood of the Britons, the Romans, the Saxons, the Danes, and the Normans — 
all of which go to make up the Englishman, now living in the southern part of the kingdom ? 
It is impossible to do so. So is it with every other people ; they become so commingled that 
one race disappears in another. Yet there is the Jew ! Persecuted and ground down by 
all nations, be yet exists in the face of all people. (Applause.) Surely they must be 
preserved for some important purpose. They have been preserved in a way that looks 
miraculous ; and God works no miracles without some important object in view ; and I think 
this is the great end contemplated by him, that in the ultimate conversion of the Jews he 
may hold forth to all the world sucb an example of his wisdom, goodness, and power, and 
of the truth of Christianity, as shall at last convince the world tbdt God has sent his Son to 
save it. Such are some of the encouragements to put forth effbrts for the conversion of the 
Jews. Effbrts ! one almost feels ashamed to speak of them. It is only yesterday, as it 
were, that Christians began to pity the Jew, to cherish sympathy for bhn, and* to put forth 
anything like systematic effbrt on his behalf. Will you listen to what was the opinion of 
Luther in reference to the conversion of the Jews ? * The cTewish heart i» so stock, stone, 
iron, devil-hard, that it can in no wise be Bojhned. They are young devils, damned to 
hell ; to convert these devils* brats, as some fondly dream from the Epistle to the Romans, 
is impossible !' Such were the sentiments of the great Reformer, in reference to efforts on 
behalf of the Jews. When he wrote this Luther surely forgot the statement of his Master, 
— 'With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.* (Applause.) 
Luther surely forgot the power of that grace which subdued the enmity of his own heart ; 
for the same grace that converted him, and which converts you and me, is surely all-suffi- 
cient, if pat forth, for the conversion of any individual of the human family, however hard- 
hearted or depraved that individual may be; and though the descendants of Abraham' may 
be fearfully insensible, and strong in their unbeKef. they are not beyond the reach of thatr 
grace which can melt the hardest heart and subdue the strongest enmity. (Applause.)' 
It is not 60 years since the first society was formed in this island for the purpose of seeking 
the conversion of the Jew. The society in connection with the Church of England was tbe- 
first in the field— it was formed in 1808. What has been the result ? There are at 
present between 60 and 70 Jewish ministers labouring in connection with that body ; and 
there are upwards of 200 Jews, belonging to different denominations, preaching the ever- 
lasting gospel in different parts of the world. Not only so, but there bare been multitudes 
of Jews converted to the faith of the gospel. In London alone, there is a Church composed 
to a large extent of Jews, and a school in connection with that Church attended by 
upwards of 100 Jewish children. On Mount 2!^on itself, the City of Darid, once the gk>ry 
of the whole earth, there is now a Church, where Jews meet every Sabbath' for the purpose 
of worshipping the Lord God of their fathers, and professing their faith in Christ, and that 
almost within sight of the spot where their fathers nailed him to the cross and put him to- 
death. The prejudices of the Jews are giving way, and Drs Nicolsyson and Grant, writing of 
Palestine a short time since, state, that go where they may, instead of bestowing on them 
bitter oaths and curses as formerly, the Jew is prepared to listen to them, and' they are 
permitted to enter into conversation with them about Jesus of Nazareth. Need I refer to 
the operations of this Society to show that labour spent for the Jew is not labour spent in 
vain. I trust this Society will go on prospering more and more, that it will take a deeper 
hold of the Christian mind of Scotland, and that instead of a few labourers here and there 
in the fields where Jews are to be found, we may soon have labourers in abundance in* 
every quarter, preaching to them the glad- tidings of salvation through Jesus Christ We- 
will thus be doing what we can to hasten the fulfilment of the glorious prediction, when- Judah> 
shall not vex Ephraim, and Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and when united to one Saviourv 
they shall acknowledge and crown him Lord of all. (Applause.) The Rev. Dr couoluded by 
expressing his regret that, having to return to Edinburgh that evening, he was obliged at 
this stage to leave the meeting. He then vacated the chair, which was taken by the Rev. 
Alex. Eraser (of West Nile Street Congregational Chapel), who called upon 

The Secretary to read an Abstract of the Annual Report CFot A.x\\!kHkaJ^^«^^xV^^- 
page U ) 

The €hairman remarked, that there was much m ^^ ^v^t^ ^ \«l^\^Jws«^^» ^vwJ*. ^ 
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Ood, and take courage. Christianity was essentially missionary in its character ; the great 
work to which the Church was called was a missionary work, and the field of her opera^ 
tions was the world. While seeking the spread and advancement of the Redeemer's king- 
dom, we ought never to forget the special claims which the descendants of Abraham had on 
our sympathy, prayers, and active efforts. They were an interesting and important part of 
the human family, and God had given us ample encouragement to labour for their conver« 
sion by the purposes he had disclosed, and the promises he had given in his wc^rd. They 
had long remained in unbelief, but we had every reason to hope that the time was drawuig 
near, when the veil of unbelief shall be removed from their minds, and when they skali see 
Jesus to be the true Messiah, and bow to the sceptre of his grace, embracing him as the 
only Saviour, and seeking to proclaim the unsearchable riches of Christ among the Gentiles. 
The Chairman called upon the Treasurer, 

Mr Gatheral, who submitted an abstract of accounts for the past year, for which, see 
page 26. 

The Rev. Dr Paterson, of Hope Street Baptist Church, was then introduced to the 
meeting, amidst great applause. Ue said, the resolution he had to propose — as he dared 
say they would understand, from its coming first in order— was, that the Report, an 
abstract of which had now been read, be adopted, and, with the Treasurer's statement, 
be printed and circulated, under the superintendence of the Directors of the Society. 
He could have wished that Dr Johnston had read this resolution after his luminous intro- 
ductory speech, which would have gone as a very good recommendation in favour of their 
adoption of the report. (Hear, and applause.) He did not intend to detain them by going 
over the same field as had been travelled by Dr Johnston, in reference to the means adopted 
hj the Christian Church in order to promote the conversion of the Jews. The repoft re- 
ferred to the extension of the foreign operations in the direction of Hamburg, an important 
central station for obtaining access to the Jews, and it also contained some interesting state- 
ments in regard to the operations carried on at Algiers and Alexandria. He had, however, 
to express his regret at the meagre account of conversions which had been brought under 
their notice. They had been told by the Chairman (Dr Johnston), of CO Jewish ministers 
connected with the Church of England, and of 200 Jews belonging to other denominations, 
who had been brought to Christ, and were now labouring in different parts of the world ; but 
he was sure they must all feel that, in comparison with what had been done among the 
heathen, but a small amount had been accomplished by this Society during the past year. 
He did not mean to say that the labour expended had not been well expended, or that tbe 
men occupied in the work had not been zealous in what they had done ; but, at the same 
time, they did not put on the record many conversions. He referred to other departments 
of missionary labour, as, for instance, to Burmah, where thousands of the Karens had been 
converted to Christ, through the instrumentality of the missionaries in these quarters. The 
matter, he thought, could be easily explained. We had not merely, in the case of the Jews, 
the ordinary amount of human hostility to the gospel to contend with ; but their enmity was 
much greater, and, in this respect, he believed -they stood in the same position as they did 
l&OO years ago. Their hostility was unmitigated. Only the other day, we found the chief 
magistrate of London — a man holding the highest place of honour which could he given to 
a magistrate — avowing and declaring himself, by his position, to be an enemy of Jesus. If 
he was not, why did he not say so — that he was a Jew no longer ? The other day, the 
marriage of the daughter of a Jewish baron took place* in London. Some of the highest 
nobility of England, members of a church regarded as the richest hierarchy on the face of 
the earth, were witnesses of the ceremony, which was unmitigated ly Jewish from beginning 
to end. There was no retractation of the old economy — no honour given to Jesus. The 
Old Testament alone was recognized — there was not a vestige of the New. With that 
affair we had nothing to complain, but we must look at it in this light — of an open, plaiu, 
and distinct avowal that they are the men their fathers were. In the midst of this Chris- 
tian nation, these Jews, the wealthiest, most educated, most distinguished of their race, 
openly avow that the New Testament is the vision of an impostor. By act it is done, 
whatever thin veil of civility is thrown over the occasion. The Jews maintained a two-foIJ 
relationship to the cross of Christ. The one was that they were exiles, scattered over the 
face of the earth in consequence of the crucifixion of the Messiah. They bore the mark of 
the Cross in their expulsion from Canaan. In the language of the apostle, the wrath was 
como upon them to the uttermost. Their present expulsion from the land of Canaan, the 
destruction of their temple, the abrogation of the Law, and their dispersion through all lauds, 
coaJd be accounted for only by the Cross. The oVViw ie\"8L\Ao\\%b\!j was that iu which they 
——4 the involuntary witnesses for Christ. T\\e^ -s^w^ \\v«tft ma «*. ^^o^Vk bearing 
* tP tbe truth we Uelieved in. Exiled, ^el \mcoxilo\i\^^$k. "^KNlti. >iXsA Tv»&tW!k,v 
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they tell the nniverse, in their woe, Jesus Christ is Lord of all. Their hostility 
was marked in the striking language of Luther, quoted by Dr Johnston. Such lan- 
guage might be grating on our ears, after the lapse of 800 years, and might appear 
singular to us in a man with such a spirit as his, with so much of the love of God in him, 
and who was so zealous for the honour of Christ; still, if we went into the matter, as 
honestly viewed by Luther, and loft out of view the seemingly barbarous language in which 
he uttered himself, it will be found that he has merely indicated the spirit in which their 
fathers despised, bated, and put to death the Saviour of men, and whose own words were, 
* Ye are of your father the devil.* Their enmity to Christ is unchanged. The mission 
to the Jews stood on the same ground on which we proposed tlie conversion of any other 
portion of the human race. Its position was that in which Paul placed it, who said ho 
could wish himself accursed from Christ for his brethren, his kinsmen, according to the 
flesh. This man was the founder, under God, of the great Gentile missionary enterprise, 
more than 1800 years ago; and his spirit was ours in so far as we promoted the conversion 
of men, Jews or Gentiles. The ground on which we stand is the same. The very feel- 
ing that led him (Dr Paterson) to seek the conversion of the vilest profligate down in 
the lower parts of this city, was the very feeling that led him to desire the conversion of 
the Jew. He had no more faith in the blood of a Jew as to anything spiritual, or in refer- 
ence to his Lord and Saviour, than he had in the poorest sinner to be foand within the 
compass of this great city. This, however, did not diminish our zeal in the matter. We 
advanced in seeking the conversion of the Jew, from the love of God manifested in Christ, 
from the power of His Gospel, and from the power of the Spirit of God in acconipanying 
the preaching of that Gospel ; we advanced in this cause, because we believed that the 
power that converted us, and which converts any sinner, is the very power that may con- 
vert any Jew. We took part in sending missionaries to the Jews, that some of the descendants 
of Abraham might be brought to know that Lord in whom we believed. (Applause.) But, 
whilst the ground occupied by this mission to the Jews was the common ground of all 
missionary enterprise, there were certainly peculiarities in the position of the Jew which 
Fequii^d a special agency to meet them. There were the prejudices of his race, gathered 
and conflrmed through many generations, and which could only be met by men who were 
thoroughly acquainted with the Jewish mind. Such men were Weiss, Philip, and others, 
who have -gone forth with their minds stored with knowledge, which would enable them to 
combat these prejudices ; and who, above all, would speak to their countrymen from the 
kidwelling experience of the love of Christ. 

There was, however, one great 8our(% of satisfaction in the report, when it was stated, that 
the Society's missionaries did not conflne themselves simply to the Jews, but spoke to men 
of Gentile extraction wherever opportunity was granted them. In this way there was a 
recognition, on their part, of the spirit of theur Master. They were not sent simply to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel, but have gone forth as missionaries of the Cross, desirous 
of making known the way of salvation, through Christ, to both Jew and Gentile. At first 
sight, the Society looked as if it were unduly United Presbyterian. But this had arisen 
simply from the fact, that they contributed, out of all proportion, most largely to the funds. 
And, indeed, looking at the state of matters in this respect, there was no little likelihood of 
the mission sliding over, at no very distant day, into the hands of the United Presbyterian 
Synod altogether. At such an event he would not be sorry. He was so unsectarian in his 
feelings on this subject, that if the mission were conducted with energy and zeal by that 
body of Christians, he would, without hesitation, bid them God speed. Neither Baptists 
nor Independents did much for the Society ; and, were it not that the United Presbyterians 
bad put their shoulders to the cause, the account that night would have been different from 
what it was. Dr Paterson then appealed to the friends belonging to the United Presbyterian 
body who had this matter in their hands so very largely, to be more zealously devoted to the 
work. They could not give too much of their money to promote this undertaking ; they 
eould not supplicate too earnestly the blessing of God on the labours of the missionaries ; and 
if they should see comparatively few brought to the knowledge of Christ, still they were 
evincing the spirit of their great Master — and, in this cause, seeking to promote the great 
object for which their Saviour bled and died. (Applause.) 

Mr Wm. Kerr seconded the adoption of the Report, which was unanimously agreed to. 

The Rev, James Knox, A.M., of Pollock Street United Presbyterian Church, moved the 
second resolution, namely — * That this meeting recognizes the special claims of the Jews on 
the Christian Church, and urges the importance of increased eff'ort for their spiritual well- 
being.' He said — Before I was asked to speak to the resolution just read, another was sub- 
mitted to me, to the efl^ect that it was desirable there should be at least two a^<i^v\l% «.^ «^^Ocv 
•f the stations occupied by this Society, and that tViia meeWiv^ ^W^'^ \)Kv«ai^s«5^ "Vi \j»a»»\sicc»* 
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the directors In carrying oat this object It has been deemed advisable to withdraw that 
motion in favoar of the more general one I have new read '. but though the motion itself be 
withdrawn, I trust the object it has in view will not be lost si^t of bj the directors. It is 
a proposal, as I conceive, of the very highest importance, and one wluch ought to be hailed 
with satisfaction by all the friends of this Society, not only as affording the means of greatly 
extending the operations of the Society, but more especially as calculated to exert a 
happy and beneficial influence on our missionary agents themselves, in the way of 
stimulating and encouraging them in their labours. It cannot be denied that in this as 
well as in every other department of labour, * two are better than one.* The man who goes 
forth alone and labours single-handed in the cause of Christ, amidst Jews or Gentiles, 
can scarcely avoid the depressing influence arising from the spectacle of the multitudes 
around him given over to the blindness of superstition, the darkness of idolatry, or the 
indifference and obstinacy of unbelief; and to this, even as much as to his constitutional 
temperament, may be ascribed the deep tinge of melancholy that runs Uirough the life 
and religious experience of such a man as David Brainard, who laboured for many a 
year alone among the Delaware Indians. Surely it was a wise policy, aye something 
more than this, — the emanation of oelestial wisdom, that led the early Christian Church 
to send forth her missionaries by twos, a Paul and a Barnabas, to labour among the 
Gentiles, and it ought to be a satisfaction to us to learn that the directors of this Society 
contemplate carrying out the same course recommended by so high authority, and by the 
uniform experience of the Christian Church. (Applause). Coming, however, to the more 
general xesolution I have now to propose, I feel that very little need be said upon it, as it 
is one that must command an immediate assent so soon as submitted. ' That this meeting 
recognizes the speeial claims of the Jews on the Christian Church, and urges the impor- 
tance of increased effort for their spiritual well-being.' The Jews have claims on us in 
xiommon with every body of nnbelievere. All who are out of Christ must be tender objects 
of our sympathy. It matters not what be their race, or what be their clime, or what the 
religion, or no religion, they profess. Out of Christ they are under condemnation — they 
are yet in their sins— still exposed to all those spiritual and eternal woes from 
which our Saviour came to deliver us, and our sympathies therefore must flow 
out towards all, — there is no class of the ChrUtless whom we dare leave beyond 
the range and sweep of our benevolence. But the resolution speaks of special 
claims possessed by this particular class, and without dissenting at all seriously 
from the statements made by my friend Dr Paterson, I must still be permitted to 
urge the speciality of those claims. (Hear.) No one, I think, recollecting the words of our 
Saviour — * beginning at Jerusalem,' can deny these. We must still acknowledge the pro- 
priety of the apostolic order — * To the Jew first and also to the Gentile.' I might speak of 
their special cltdms arinng from the associations connected with their race. What people 
can claim so remote an antiquity — can boast so illustrious a history — can cite so manj 
mighty and memoraUe names ! What hallowed recollections arise as we think of AbraT 
ham, the friend of God, with his juniors Isaac and Israel — of Moses the lawgiver, and Joshua 
the leader of the host — of David ' the sweet singer of Israel,' and Solomon *in all his glory' 
-~ of the prophets who spoke of the sufferings of Christ and the glory which should follow — 
a roll of names unmatched by the noblest the world can produce! What sacred and tender 
reminiscences arise as we look back on the course of their history, and especially as we re- 
flect on their sacred solemnities — when * the tribes went up to Jerusalem — the tribes of the 
Lord, to the testimony of Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord I' And although 
the temple no longer glitters on Mount Zion — though the fire has sunk down on its altars, 
and no worshippers fireqnent its courts — though Jerusalem be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
and the seed of Abraham be for many centuries exiles from their native land, yet must the 
recollection of their past glories deepen our interest, and prompt us to increased effort for their 
spiritual and eternal welfare. (Loud applause.) I might speak of their claims ari^ng 
from the obligations under which we are laid to them. What these are may be best ex- 
pressed in the brief but comprehensive statement of our Lord — ' Salvation is of the Jews.' 
Through this channel the waters of life have flown down towards us, and to them we owe 
that they have flown in a stream so pure and undefiled. To them were committed the ora- 
cles of God, and we must acknowledge they have been faithful to their trust. They have 
most religiously preserved the sacred records — watched over tbeni with a scrupulosity and 
care altogether unparalleled ; and to them we owe that the most ancient book in the world is 
also the most correct, the freest from interpolations and mistakes of any book that baa come 
down to us from ancient times. And when we think of the value of the Sacred record — 
the treasures of divine truth it contains, its sublime and heavenly doctrines, its exceeding 
great and precious promises, its glorious and animating examples of faith, fortitude, and 
devotioD, surely we must acknowledge that ^ their debtors we are,' that we are ' partakers of 
"^r Bpiritaal things,' imd that an obVigalion ot no cornxusin xMi^xviMdfi has been laid on 
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OS by the aoouraoy and fidelity with which they hare handed down to us the largest, and 
not the least precioas, portion of the oracles of God. (Applause.) I might speak yet 
further of their claims, arising from the unexampled safferiugs and persecutions tbey 
have endnred. The unfortunate, we all acknowledge, have a strong claim on our sympathy, 
especially those who, from a position of dignity and afiSuence, have been cast down to the 
depths of poverty and distress. And is not this the very position of the Jews ? There has 
been no race so exalted, there is none so degraded. The most honoured among the nations 
has been the most despised and reproached. I shall not attempt any description of theur 
sufferings from the hour they uttered that awful imprecation, * His blood be on us, and on 
our children ;' the crushing exactions, the wholesale proscriptions, the insulting reproaches, 
the weary wanderings they have endured, a miserable remnant as they have been, tossed to 
and fro, a leaf driven of every wind. Every reader of history, of poetry, of romance, is well 
acquainted with the story of their wrongs. But shall not these wrongs remind us of what 
we owe to so long and cruelly oppressed a people ? Shall a century*s oppression of the Negro 
excite in Christian Britain a sympathy with his sufferings, and demand a reparation of his 
wrongs ; and shall not seventeen centuries of cruelty and oppression heaped on the unhappy 
Jews, awaken our keenest commiseration, and constrain us to extend to them the blessings 
of that Gospel, of whose character and spirit Christian nations have so long furnished them 
with so awfully perverted an illustration? (Loud applause.) I might refer to other claims , 
especially the consideration that we have no reason to expect the general conversion of the 
Gentiles until the Jews be brought in. The conversion of the world, if we are to believe the 
Scriptures, is deferred till that period ; and, if we wish to see that promise realized, if we 
long for the time when * the idols He shall utterly abolish,* then mnst we, while extending 
the one hand to the Gentiles, extend the other to the Jews, and seek that as a nation they 
may be led to acknowledge that that same Jesus whom their fathers crucified is both Lord 
and Christ. But, notwithstanding all these claims, so many and so strong on our sympathy 
Rod exertions in behalf of this people, we yet find objections brought forward against all 
attempts to Christianize them. They have been reproached, for example, for the obstinacy 
of their unbelief; and it has been deemed a hopeless task to attempt their conversion. 
They have been regarded, too, as lying under a judicial blindness, and it is supposed 
to be God*s will that they be left alone. I shall not attempt a formal refutation of objections 
like these, but leave them to be disposed of by every intelligent Christian mind. But, 
passing over these, I may be permitted to notice one which I know has had no incon- 
siderable weight, even with those who are disposed to take an interest in this mission, 
and to look favourably on the operations of this Society. I refer to the peculiar vices of 
the Jewish character — the meanness, duplicity, and dissimulation which are said to charac- 
terize them as a people, so as to justify us in withholding all faith in the sincerity of their 
pretensions. This is one of the most discouraging circumstances connected with our work. 
It disgusts us to loathing ; dispirits us almost to despair. But, it may be asked in all fairness, 
whether the number of pretended Jewish converts is greater than the number of pretending 
Christians ? And is the Jew exclusively to blame for this ? Have we not, in a great mea- 
sure, made him what he is ? Are not his worst vices the result of our own treatment ? So 
seldom accustomed to the spectacle of high disinterestedness, is it wonderful be should learn 
to wear the cloak of hypocrisy ? So long down-trodden and oppressed, is it wonderful his 
spirit should have become essentially mean and mercenary ? (Applause.) I cannot help 
thinking that an exceedingly hard measure has been dealt out to the poor Jew. We first 
oppress and degrade him, and then complain that he is abject and vile ! We first trample 
on the slave, and then complain that his spirit is broken ! We exclude him from all privi- 
lege, and then say he is not to be trusted ! We leave him with no portion but gold, and 
then complain that he is avaricious and dishonest ! We persecute and revile, and teach him 
to hate our religion, and then convert the obstinacy of unbelief we have ourselves originated 
into a reason for our continued neglect. I rejoice to think that a better spirit has now come 
over the Christian community. Feelings of sympathy and Interest are now beginning to be 
shown towards the lost sheep of the house of Israel, and all we desire is, that these may 
flow forth more fully and effectually than ever. I^et the thought of the past glory of the 
nation — the halo which surrounds the names of their fathers, and which still lingers o'er the 
Holy Land — awaken our Christian sympathy and exertion. Let the obligations under 
which we are laid to them, as the channel through which the waters of life and salvation 
have flowed to us, induce us to send back the stream, enriched with the precious infusion of 
the Gospel, for their own healing and refreshment. Let the thought of their unexampled 
sufferings draw forth our commiseration, and lepd us to extend to them our help ; and, in 
fine, let the consideration of the blessing which Israel will yet prove to the church and to 
the world lead us to increased and earnest effort for their conversion; for, as ' they, without 
us, could not be made perfect,' so we, without them, cannot attain to the full privildge and 
glory of the gospel church. (Applause.) 
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The Rev. William Tabbotton (of tbe Congregational Church, Limerick) seconded the 

resolution proposed by Mr Knox. Although coming from Ireland, he assured them that 
he felt a deep interest in the proceedings of this Jewish Society of theirs. It was a singular 
fact that he had lived at Limerick, in Ireland, for nine years, yet up to the present moment 
be had actually never seen a Jew in Ireland. He did not mean to say that there were no 
Jews in Ireland, because he believed that such a statement would be incorrect ; but in 
Limerick, a city with a population of 60,000, there was not one single resident Jew, and he 
had never seen the face of one there. Jewish converts bad, however, called upon him on 
different occasions ; and he believed that Jewish societies never appealed to the sympathies 
of the people there in vain. As to the ground of obligation, on the part of Christians, to 
attempt the conversion of the Jews, he believed it was precisely the same in their case as 
in that of the Gentiles; still he thought there were motives which might be regarded as 
more powerfully touching and constraining, bearing on the work of seeking the conversion of 
the Jews, than existed in attempting to seek the conversion of the Gentiles. . There were 
considerations of a special character, besides those already noticed, which should induce us 
to take a lively interest in the subject of the conversion of the Jews. He presumed that 
one reason why such a resolution as that he now seconded had been drawn up, was jnst 
this, that the Christian Church, generally speaking, had not hitherto felt these conside- 
rations as it should have done. Comparatively speaking, the missionary seal of tbe Church, 
even on behalf of the henthen, was of recent date ; but, unquestionably, the zeal of the 
Church had yet to be awakened on behalf of the Jews, as compared with the efforts pot 
forth on behalf of the heathen. One special reason why we ought to respect and obey the 
Saviour's last command was this, that the Jewish people were for centuries the peculiar 
objects of God's favourable regard ; and, as we should think it an honour to befriend those 
whom the monarch had befriended, let us seek that honour in doing good tO' those whom 
God befriended in days gone by. The manner in which the Jews had been so fearfully 
neglected, till of late, was likewise a special reason why we should zealously exert ourselves 
on their behalf at the present time. Besides this, another reason may be urged : should 
the Jewish people come by-and-by under the influence of the gospel, perchance they might 
prove to be the most useful missionaries that could be employed— the most likely means 
for getting at the hearts and consciences of those in distant lands, spread as they are ovor 
the whole earth, and connected and acquainted as they are with the particular languages 
and customs of different climes. After a few additional remarks, in which he noticed the 
claims of the Society, on account of the catholicity of its character, Mr Tarbottou oon- 
cluded. 

The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

The Rev. C. P. Miles, of St Jude*s English Episcopal Church, moved the third resolu- 
tion, namely : — * That the Society earnestly request of ministers and friends that they give 
the lost sheep of the house of Israel a prominent place in their private, family, and sancta- 
ary devotions.' He said : — We have here a resolution of a practical kind. You, my dear 
friends, are requested henceforth, in your private devotions, and ministers in their several 
churches, are requested to have an especial regard for the conversion and restoration of the 
scattered people of Israel. I am sure that, although you have been addressed by minist^s 
of different churches, we all speak with one heart and mind. The several statements which 
have been addressed to you must have arrested your attention, and commanded your sym- 
pathies. We must all have felt, while listening to the appeals and arguments brought 
forward, that it is our duty, as Christians, to help the several Missions, devoted to tbe 
cause of Israel, when they are within the reach of our influence. For my own part, I 
consider that, whilst all men demand an interest in our prayers and exertions, the Jews 
have very special claim, not only on account of their forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, as the chosen servants of God — not onlv because we received from them the 
* lively oracles* — not only because Jesus Christ, according to the flesh, descended from 
them — and not only because of those bitter persecutions which they endured in our own 
country, as well as on the Continent, particularly in Spain, in the reign of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, and, indeed, in all parts of the world — but also for other reasons not yet mentioned 
by previous speakers, namely, because Christians have themselves been instrumental, by their 
own conduct, in preventing the conversion of, perhaps, thousands of the scattered sheep of 
Israel. Jast let us cast a look at the Continent. What do we there see ? What is tbe 
appearance of Christianity as there exhibited ? It is not there as in England or Scotland; 
but throughout the whole of the vast Continent, with such exceptions as need scarcely be 
mentioned, you observe Christianity associated with idolatry — nothing short of idolatry 
in the estimation of the Jew, Whatever we may think of the practices of the Church of 
^owe, or of the Greek Church, in whatever Y\g\\\. n^« nvay \i^ ^\«^t«»^ \ft x^^aid the bowing 
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down to images and pictures, I can assure you these things are a perfect abomination to the 
Jew. You have heard that in Limerick, with a population of 60,000, there are no Jews. 
During my residence in Scotland, I have scarcely seen a Jew, with the exception of an 
occasional convert. Even in London, where there are colonies of these people, their numbers 
are comparatively small. Bat, when we pass to the Continent, we find, not merely thous- 
ands, but tens of thousands of Jews — and these come in contact with Christianity, more or 
less defiled, in their estimation, with idolatrous practices. Crucifixes, images, even the 
very pictures in the churches, have been a stumbling-block to the Jewish people. Again, 
let us look at the effect on the Jew of our Gentile mode of interpreting Scripture. You 
enter into argument with the Jew, you turn to the 53d chapter of Isaiah, and you ask him 
how he will interpret it ? You think you have got him into a corner. (A laugh.) But 
he tells you that ho does not understand that chapter literally; and you feel that ho cannot 
interpret it literally without acknowledging that it is a prediction of the Messiah, who 
should bear the iniquities of his people, who should be led like a lamb to the slaughter. In 
this way he evades your argument. You still insist on the literal interpretation. The Jew 
then takes you to other portions of the Word, to other portions of Isaiah, to the Books of 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Zechariah, and other Prophets ; and he brings before you Scripture after 
Scripture, showing that the Messiah promised to the people of Israe* is to be a triumphant 
Messiah, exalted, not on the Cross of Calvary, but on the throne of David, reigning in Jerusa- 
lem, whilst the people of Israel are to be the glory of the earth. The Jew thinks he has now put 
you into a comer — (a laugh) — and asks how you interpret these passages ? You do not interpret 
them literally ; you take them figuratively; and all these glorious promises, which the Jews 
have been taught to apply literally to the Jews, you say are to be understood figuratively as 
applying to the Gentile Churches. In this way Christians have been instrumental, to a 
considerable extent, in the prevention of the in-gathering of the scattered sheep of the house 
of Israel. Returning for one moment to the persecutions of the Jews, I would remark that 
their trials are not over yet. I have seen them in many parts of the world, and they are 
still, in some places, a 'byeword.' About six years ago, when in Barbary, a country in- 
habited by large numbers of Jews, I visited Tetuan, a city which contains a popukition of 
60,000 persons, of whom no less than 40,000 are Jews, under the dominion of the Moors. 
These Jews are not ground down, as in former ages, to the death, for the times will not 
admit of such persecutions ; but they are ill-treated and robbed, openly and systematically 
robbed by the Moors, while their degradation seems to be almost complete. The citj is 
divided by a wall, separating the Jews from the Mohammedans, because of the contempt of 
the latter. No Jew enters a Mohammedan city on horseback. From Tangiers to Tetuan, 
a distance of about forty miles, several Jews were of the party with whom I travelled, and 
when we drew up at the gates of Tetuan, every Jew dismounted, and walked into the city, not 
being allowed in a Mohammedan country to enter on horseback — for the 20,000 Moors are 
dominant over the 40,000 Jews. It was also humiliating to observe these descendants of 
Abraham, whenever they came near to a mopquo of the false prophet of Arabia, take off 
their shoes, and carry them in their hands, till they had passed the building. These things, 
and the accounts of such things might be multiplied, show plainly that the period of the 
degradation of the Jews has not yet terminated ; and, with their history, condition, and 
prospects before our minds, we may surely promise to enter fully into the spirit of our 
present resolution. (Applause.) Mr Miles here said — I have brought with me a short 
story, extracted from the works of one of the Rabbis, for the purpose of showing you that, 
though scattered and persecuted, there may be found thoughtful Jews, who look towards 
the period when Jerusalem shall be restored to them. The story is as follows; — * Rabban 
Gamaliel, Rabbi Eleazar, R. Joshua, and R. Akiva, went up to Jerusalem; and when 
they drew near to Zophim they rent their garments. When they approached the mountain 
of the House, they saw a fox go forth from the most holy place. The three former began 
to weep, and Rabbi Akiva to laugh. They said — Akiva, wilt thou for ever cause us to 
wonder; we weep, and thou laughest ? He said to them — And ye, why do ye weep? They 
said — Why should we not weep ? When out of the midst of that place of which it is said, 
** The stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death,'* behold, a fox goeth forth ; and thus 
is fulfilled that verse, " Because of the mountain of Zion, which is desolate, the foxes walk 
upon it." (Lam. v. 18.) He said to them — And that is the very reason why I laugh. lb is 
written, ** And I took unto me faithful witnesses, Urijah the priest, and Zechariah, the son 
of Jeberecbiah." (Isaiah, viii. 2.) Why are Urijah and Zechariah thus placed together, 
when the former was in the First Temple, and the latter in the Second Temple ? The 
reason is this : Urijah said, *^ Zion shall be ploughed like a field, and Jerusalem shall 
become heaps.*' (Jer. xxvi. 18.) And Zechariah said, '* There shall yet old men and old 
women dwell in the streets of Jerusalem, and every man v/ith his stall" in his hand for very 
age;" and again, "The streets of the city shall be full of bo^'% m^^ ^\\a ^vjX^^N^^- "^^ 
streets thereof.*' (Zecb. viii. 4, 5.) Therefore, the Ho\^ Ot\Q, \iW^«.ft^ \i<i ^^% «K^^^^^^^ 
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these are my two witnesses. If the words of Ur\jah have been fulfilled, the words of Zeeh»- 
riah shall be fulfilled. Bat if the words of Urgah have proved false, then the words of 
Zechariah maj prove false also. But I rejoice that the words of Urijah have been falfiUed, 
and that, therefore, in due time, the words of Zechariah shall be fulfilled also.' — Elchah 

Rabbathi. Mr Miles concluded by saying that he believed the daysjrould come, as 

foretold in the Prophets, when * ten men shall take hold out of all languages of the nations, 
even shall take liold of the skirt of him that is a Jew, saying, We will go with yoa : for we 
have heard that God is with you*. (Zech. viii. 23.) 

The Rev. A. M*Leod, of Portland>street Baptist Church, seconded the resolution. 
Speaking of the restoration of the Jews, he said : — It appeared to him unquestionable, from 
the Scriptures of the Old Testament, that they should again return, and that they should 
be a great people among the nations of the world. Of jtheir conversion there could be no 
doubt ; they were the only people in the world of whose conversion we were absolutely 
certain. It was distinctly promised and predicted. Of whom, besides them, was it said, 
* All Israel shall be saved : as it is written. There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, 
who shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob ?' With respect to the resolution, it was not 
too much to introduce this matter of the Jew's conversion into our private prayers. The 
most important, and the first half of our Lord's prayer, which was our great model, referred 
to missionary enterprise and missionary labour — the conversion of the world lying in ths 
wicked one — and surely if, in these prayers we remembered the Gentiles, we ought not to 
forget the seed of Abraham, who were the worshippers of God when all beside were idolaters, 
from whom we have received the Bible and the Lord*s day, and * of whom, as concerning the 
fiesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.' 

The resolution was unanimously and cordially adopted. 

W. P. Paton, Esq., then moved the appointment of a list of Office-Bearers for the 
ensuing year, remarking that the resolution, he was sure, would commend itself to the 
favourable consideration of the meeting. (See page 18). 

The Rev. Johk Edmond (of Regent Place U. P. Church), seconded the resolutioD. 
He said he had been so much accustomed to say a few words from the platform of the Scot- 
tish Society for the Conversion of Israel, that to-night, admirably as their proceedings had 
been carried on, and deeply interesting as the meeting had been throughout, he felt some- 
how or other that it would not look complete to himself if he did not get his breath out in a 
sentence or two. (A laugh.) His text, though of a dry description, and of a length better suited 
for a lecture than a sermon, was still such as to suggest one or two interesting subjects for com- 
ment. He was reminded by the reading of the names of the office-bearers, of one of the ad- 
mirable features of the Society —its perfect catholicity ; and he assured the meeting, finom what 
he knew of the inner workings of the Society, that its flag of brotherhood was no delu- 
sive symbol. This roll of names represented a company of Christian men, whose hearts 
were thoroughly at one in this great object. It was to him most refreshing to be able 
to bear witness fit)m long experience of the working of the Society, to the thorough 
Christian brotherhood which had characterized all the deliberations of the Committee. The 
complexion of that Committee in its names was no sham, but in thorough accordance with 
the simple truth. (Applause.) Their frtend, Dr Paterson, had been kind enough to ex- 
press his confidence in U. P. brethren and management, but for the sake of its beautiful 
catholicity, he should feel sorry were it to be all U. P. with the Society. (A laugh.) 
He accorded with the feeling that if the object could be more heartily and thorougblj 
carried out by their (the U. P.) denominational agency and superintendence, than by that 
of difierent denominations united, then let them take the machinery and work it, yet it 
would not be without some pang of regret that he should see the present platform taken 
down, and such a resolution as Mr Paton had proposed no longer submitted to a Glasgow 
audience. (Applause.) The catholicity of the Society, however, was a deeper thing than 
its mere representation. This had come out to-night in the diversity of sentiment ex- 
pressed on particular points, without impairing unity of regard or earnestness of commenda- 
tion in seeking the conversion of Israel. There might be variety of view in reference to 
particular aspects of the subject, yet all were most heartily at one, in reference to this 
important object. He did not know if there was any subject connected with missionary 
enterprise about which Christian men so difier as to particular aspects of the duty 
or as to the special grounds on which they carried on the great work. He did 
not know there was any other enterprise where they could see so much of that as in 
the enterprise for the conversion of the 3ew«. Yet he could not help feeling that those 
preaent mnat have concluded, while Uxete ^a& '^vnfiV.^^ ^«X ^«t^ ^«& «l b^iaty in ths 
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Tftriet J, because it wai not variety with contradiction irreeonciliable, but Yariety with a har- 
monising principle running through it (Applause.) He found that harmonising principle 
beautifully illustrated in the name of the Society. Differ as they might, and did, on oer- 
itain Tiews of the past history and future prospects of the Jews, on this they were all agreed 
— io seek their, spiritual conrersion to the faith of the Lord Jesus. Mr Edmond hero 
referred to the resolution proposed by Mr Miles. It was matter for their profound sorrow 
that they could not point more frequently to this and that Jew, and say — ' Is this not a brand 
plucked from the burning ?' not but they had been privileged, in God's mercy, to show some 
such spiritual fruits, but the number was not so great as they could desire. They were not 
to attribute this to lack of seal on the part of their honoured agents, but thb was an 
aspect of the subject which should lead them to the adoption, with their whole heart, of 
that admirable resolution which pledged them to carry that matter, on their knees in prayer, 
to the God and Father of their Lord Jesus Christ. Mr Edmond then alluded to Esekiers 
vinon of the dry bones, and pointed out tiie neoessity of prayer for the influence (the 
breath) of the Holy Spirit, as well as of prophesying, in order that the dry bones might live, 
and sinners be quickened and converted. There were two ways by which the work was to 
be carried on— preaching and prayer — and this Society, continuing in the employment of 
these, should, in due season, reap if they faint not. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. The Chairman then engaged In prayer for a 
blessing on the operations of the Society^ and the proceedings being thus brought to a close, 
the meeting separated. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY. 



T. Name and Object. — The Society shall be known by the name of *The 
Scottish Society for the Conversion of Israel to the faith of Jesus Christ, God 
manifest in the flesh, the promised Messiah, and the Saviour of the world.' 

TI. Membership. — Persons approving of the object of the Society, and 
contributing not less than Five Shillings per annum to the funds, shall be 
Members. The payment of Five Pounds, or upwards, shall constitute a Mem- 
ber for Hfe. 

III. Office-bearers.— The Oflice-bearers of the Society shall be choseir 
from various evangelical denominations, and shall consist of a President, four 
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secretary, twenty-four Honorary, and twelve 
Ordinary Directors, with power to add to their number. 

IV. Monthly Meeting. —A Meeting of the Society shall be held Monthly 
for Prayer and Conference. 

V. Annual Meeting. — The Society shall hold an Annual Meeting in the 
month of April, when a report of the year's proceedings shall be read, Office- 
Bearers elected, and other business transacted. 



FORM OF BEaUEST TO THE SCOTTISH SOCIETY FOR THE CONTERSION OF ISRAEL 

I, , give and bequeath to the Treasurer for the time being of the Scot- 
tish Society for the Conversion of Israel to the faith of Jesus Christ, God mani- 
fest in the flesh, the promised Messiah, and the Saviour of the world, for the 
purposes of said Society, the sum of , for which the receipt of 

such Treasurer shall be sufiicient discharge. 
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CbjelftJ) Annual MtttUxQ. 



The Twelfth Annual Meeting of the Society was held at the Religious 
Institution Hall, Glasgow, on Monday Evening, April 20, 1857 — 

The Rev. George Johnston, D.D., Vice-President, and, on his retiring, 
the Rev. Alex. Eraser, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered by the Rev. A. G. Forbes, 

The Chairman having introduced the business of the Meeting, the Sec- 
retary read an Abstract of the Annual Report, and the Treasurer the 
Cash Statement. 

On a motion by the Rev. Ja:mes Paterson, D.D., seconded by William 
Kerr, Esq., 

It was Resolved—' That the Report, an abstract of which has now been read, 
be adopted, and, with the Treasurer's Statement, bo printed and circulatedj 
under the superintendence of the Directors.' 

On a motion by the Rev. James Knox, seconded by the Rev. William 
Tarbotton, 

It was Resolved—' That this Meeting recognizes the special claims of the 
Jews on the Christian Church, and urges the importance of increased effort 
for theh' spu'itual wellbeing.' 

On a motion by the Rev. C. P. Miles, seconded by the Rev. Alexan- 
der Macleod, 

ft It was Resolved — 'That the Society earnestly request of ministers and 
friends that they give to the lost sheep of the house of Israel a prominent place 
in their private, family, and sanctuary devotions.' 

On a motion by W. P. Paton, Esq., seconded by the Rev. John 
Edmond, 

It was Resolved :— ' That the foUowinff gentlemen be elected Office-Bcarers 
of the Society for 1857-8.— Pre^tVen/— Rev. John Kobson, D.D. ; Vice-Presi- 
dents— Key, A. Fraser, Rev. G. Johnston, D.D., W. G. Mitchell, Esq., AV. P. 
Paton, Esq., Rev. J. Macfarlane, LL.D. ; Dlreclors—Heya. W. Burgess, A.M., 
Prof. Eadie, D.D., LL.D., John Edmond, J. B. Johnston, John Ker, John 
M'CoU, A. M'Leod, Geo. Jeffrey, James Knox, A. Raleigh, J. Robertson, D.D., 
James Taylor, D.D., Messrs. James Callcn, Matthew Clark, Thomas Frame, 
Robert Goodwin, John Graham, David Yuile, Duncan Hnnter, AVilliam Kerr, 
John Lamont, A. Naismith, R. Nelson, Geo. Paterson, Archd. AVatson, David 
Wilson, and the Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary of the Edinburgh Corres- 
ponding Committee ; Treasurer— J, ^y, Gatheral, Esq. ', Houora-nj SecTtVaxV^ 
—Rev. J. L. Aikman, Bo v. A. G, Forbes^ Seer clary --\\«^.TDLWSi^^^^^^^^- 
son. 
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TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT 



OP THE 



$ttiUsi9 90dft9 f0r t^t €on9tt$\n of ^stitl 



The provision of Divine mercy, and the utterance of the Divine will, alike 
direct the people of God to seek the salvation of men. 

In the beginning of the Gospel dispensation, its messengers, as com- 
manded by the 'Lord of the harvest,' bore their testimony concerning 
' Christ crucified/ first to the Jews. In the succeeding ages of degene- 
racy, when bigotry and superstition had usurped the place of enlightened 
obedience to the Divine will and true spiritual worship^ that people^ 
instead of being approached by the professed followers of Christ with the 
message of peace, became a prey and a spoil, and were treated with con- 
tempt and cruelty. With the dawn of the Reformation, there returned some 
signs of tender regard for their spiritual welfare, yet systematic effort for 
their salvation was but slowly developed* And while even at the present 
day this particular field of Missionary exertion does not fully engage the 
sympathies, the liberality, and the prayers of Christians^ there are notwith- 
standing unmistakable signs of deepening interest manifested by various 
sections of the Church. The existence of this Society, whilst giving humble 
evidence of this fact, has happily provided an appropriate channel through 
which especially the compassion of Christian churches, which have no 
denominational Jewish mission, flows towards the people^^ * yet beloved 
for their fathers* sakes.' From the period of its formation, its members, 
rising superior to denominationalism, have harmoniou^y blended their 
prayers and exertions in the pursuit of its great object, have realized 
the blessedness of fellowship in doing the will of the * one Master,' and 

have felt ^bow good and how pVea&ant \t \& iQit\st^OKt^w\» 4^e1I together 

in unity J 
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THE FOREIGN OPEEATIONS 

Of this Society have during the past year been extended by the appoint- 
ment of an additional Missionary to labour at 

HAMBUROH. 

Mr Salkinson, the Missionary so appointed, had spent upwards of two 
years in the Home service, and was thus well known to the members of 
the Board, as well as to the friends of the mission in various parts of the 
country. 

On 1st December, 1856, an interesting prayer meeting was held at 
Olasgow in connection with his departure ; and, in course of the same 
month, he reached the new field of his labours, where he was cordially 
welcomed by Mr Elvin, the senior Missionary there. 

Several letters have since been received from Mr SaUdnsoUy from which 
it appears that he is overcoming some of the difl&culties which are usually 
met on entering upon a new sphere of Missionary labour, and that he is 
heartily disposed iq prosecute the work intrusted to him with steady 
earnestness. 

Mr Salkinson thus describes his feelings with reference to his work — 
' I am downcast and miserable when I cannot carry out my intention to 
labour every day in the name of the Lord Jesus, and visit the withered 
vineyard of the house of Israel.' Mr Salkinson has become acquainted 
with several Jewish families, whom he endeavours to persuade to consider 
their state of mind, the condition of the Jewish people, and to examine the 
claims of the Messiah. He writes, * One family shed tears while I was . 
speaking of the fall of Israel. Their holy land in the possession of stran- 
gers — ^their sacred volume the study and glory of Gentiles, and they, not 
Jews, blessed in the seed of Abraham.' 

Mr Salkinson reports the following cases of individuals whose spiritual 
welfare he is engaged in seeking : — 

*■ As to argument, I have succeeded with no one so well as with Mr P , 1 have 

no hesitation in saying, that this learned and influential man is already convinced that 
if there be a Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth is he. Our last interview was not so much in 
the way of dispute, as in the kind expression of thought After conversing on many 
points on which we agreed, he said, "There is still a vast difference between the 
religion of Christ himself, and the religion of Christianity— the former was a religion in 
God, and agreeable to the whole Bible— the latter is a religion in Christ, and sus- 
pended on a few obscure and disputed passages." I said, " Had Lessing (author of an 
article bearing such an argument) loved the religion of Christ, he would have loved 
also the religion of evangelical Christianity, for he would then have read the Bible in 
another light ; but as he inwardly renounced all religion, he outwardly attacked the 
religion of Christianity." Mr P., **^Are aU the Unitarians inwardly renouncing all 
religion?" S., "No; but they openly disavow the iiffipvtaWoTv ^t ibov&L^ v^^'^^'^"*' ^^ 
least of Scripture, or modify them according to theix ow-amVivAa-, \yaX. ^ot \^D^v ^^'^ 
passages as ^Before Abraham was I am,' 'The'WotA^<fsv» tcv«i^^ ^^'^^ v-^-j -^X^ssw^^ 
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also ho made the world,' would settle the question. I added, " My object is not to 
preach the Christian religion, but Christ. Take him as your teacher, and he will 
instruct you what to believe or disbelieve. Receive him as your Messiah who died 
for your sins, and rose again for your justification, and you are saved." A sigh was 
his only reply.' 

'A lad, who manifests a strong desire to hoar of Christ and his salvation, visits me 
frequently; but dread of his father, and, especially of his step-mother, makes him 
tremble at the idea of avowing faith in Christ. He has declared more than once that 
his desire and prayer is, that his father, step-mother, sisters, and all the Jews, may 
become Christians. I entertain much hope of this youth.* 

' I have been for some time exceedingly dejected, from the sneer of the infidel, the 
insult of the unbelieving Jew, and especially discouraged by those who were 
once apparently impressed with the preaching of the Word, and now again kick as it 
were, saying, " We are not for Christ." But then some incident gave fresh courage, 
and my hope is lightened. When going home last Thursday from St George's (a 
suburb), where I was visiting some friends, I had to pass through the gate of the city 
where a toll is exacted, one penny till ten in the evening, and twopence after it. 
"While yet at a good distance from the gate, I met with an old, poorly-dressed Jew. 
When he heard the clock striking ten, he was about to make a full run so as to reach 
the gate before ten to save the penny. I stopped him, saying it is of no use, yon will 
not reach in time. So we walked along, and he told me that he was from Lubeck ; 
had seen better days, and is now in straits ; that he has two children here in service, 
who care little for him, and so on. At the toll, I paid for him the twopence. He was 
moved with gratitude, and expressed it with much cordiality. I asked him were he 
to fall into the Alster (a large sheet of water like a lake, which we passed), and 
some man would endanger and lose his own life and save him, w^ould he be grateful ? 
He said — Yes ; but who is the man who would do such things ? I said — There is One, 
who is little known among German Christians, and despised by Jews, and yet He 
gave himself up to save me and you, even Jesus of Nazareth! He startled at first; 
then said, with a firm voice — It is the second hathraha (warning) to me about Jesus 
Christ. 1 have heard it once from a dying Jewess, and I was impressed, but was 
afraid to think on it, and now you draw me again to it. Is it possible for a Jew to 
believe in Him ? Seeing the opportunity was good, I declared to him, as far as I was 
able, the salvation of Christ, who is still the hope of Israel as a nation, and the Sa- 
viour of every one who believes; and, knowing the prejudice here against. the name 
of missionary, I avoided letting him know that I was one by office, but I trust I did the 
office of a missionary to him. I took him to my house, and gave him a German 
tract, " Messiah the Hope of Israel." He went away much affected, and I felt en- 
couraged. The Gospel must be preached in love.' 

'The young man, to whom I referred in my last, makes ^me progress in the 
knowledge of (I cannot say of Christ, but of) Christianity. He has had a commercial 
education, but his ignorance in religion is great ; yet there is more hope of him 
than of doctors or rabbis. He has, indeed, never heard that the Jews expect a 
Messiah; but he has never learned to despise Christ, so he is open to conviction; 
and when the Lord will open his heart to know the sinful state of man, he will un- 
derstand the benefit of receiving Christ.' 

' I have a similar case, that of a young man, who belonged to my old Jewish land- 
lord's school. The lad is now in business, but still lives in the same house. I con- 
verse with him freely, and he gives me a listening ear. He asked me one day— -If 
I become a Christian, shall I have to give up, like yourself, all theatres (the next 
attraction to business in this place) ? I said — ^No, not only the theatre, but you will 
have to give up yourself ; or rather when the love of Christ is manifested in you, you 
will find your pleasures and amusements in other quarters than in playhouses. He 
saidf sincerely — Very well, I shall wait ti\\l\ia.\e so much love for Christ' ' 

Mr Salkinsou, in acldition to \\is d\Yec\. Ici§»^\omxl\^^^sx^^\%^^^^^^ 



May, 1857.] the friend of Israel. 17 

in translating into Hebrew the " Philosophy of the Plan of Salvation, " 
which, he hopes, when published, will be read by many learned Jews with 
mterest and profit. 

Mr Elvin has during the past year continued to direct his efforts 
towards the salvation of his brethren after the flesh. He has held many 
interesting conversations with Jews, who were in many instances stran- 
gers in Hamburgh^ a«nd residing there for only a limited period. There 
is ground to hope that these interviews, in which it seems the very constant 
endeavour of the Missionary to lead their minds to Christ crucified, will 
prove a lasting blessing to the souls of many wanderers, in bringing them to 
acknowledge the sacrifice of Jesus. 

The following are brief extracts from Mr Elvin's monthly journal : — 

* K. visited me to-day. We conversed on the 2d Psalm. I endeavoured to show 
him that here the Son of God was spoken of as possessing the power of justice ; that 
all were exhorted to submit to His government. He replied to my observations, that 
he could not deny, while he could not believe. I exhorted him to read the Scriptures ; 
and invited him, should he meet with difficulties, to come and converse with me. 
This he promised to do.' 

* I visited C. He seemed friendly. We proceeded from conversation on secular 
matters to speak of spiritual I reminded him of the transitoriness of all earthly 
things, and of the importance of seeking the things of eternity. He remarked that 
God is merciful, and that he asks daily for pardon, as he had told me before. I re- 
plied, that God requires sacrifice for sin ; that there is no forgiveness without the 
shedding of blood ; and read to him Is. liii. He said. Christians understand this 
Scripture of Jesus of Nazareth, but that the Jewish rabbis do not agree with them. 
I inquired if he knew any better way of salvation. To this he made no reply. I ex- 
horted him to receive the Scripture message, " To-day, if you will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts."* 

* Feb. 4. — ^Visited Mrs J. Her mother and her brother, who reside in Russia, have 
been baptized. She is a widow ; and her husband, who was a very strict Jew, had 
always endeavoured to prevent her intercourse with Christians. Her converted rela- 
tives being at a distance, she could not make known her religious difficulties to them, 
and, therefore, wished me to give her information regarding Christianity, and to ex- 
plain the connection of Christianity with Judaism — how Jesus could be God and man 
— and concerning his birth and ascent to heaven. I endeavoured to give her a Scrip- 
tural view of the plan of redemption, and to show her that God had fulfilled in Christ his 
promises through the prophets — that the sacrifice of Christ was prefigured by sacri- 
fices under the former economy — and, also, that all that believe in Him will be saved. 
After a long conversation with her, she promised to visit me so soon as urgent business, 
which now requires all her time, will allow. I have good hope that I have not spoken 
to her in vain.* 

* Feb. 28.— I again visited Mrs J. She was glad to see me. She spoke of her late 
husband's strictness as a Jew, of his earnest study of the Talmud, and his disinclina- 
tion to hear of Christianity, I learned that what she had witnessed of the cere- 
monies of the Greek and Romish Churches in Russia and Poland, had caused confu- 
sion in her mind with respect to the true nature of Christianity, and had led her to 
doubt regarding all religions. I endeavoured to show her from Scripture the errors 
of these systems ; and, also, that they, like the errors of the Talmud, were traceable 
to the traditions of men. I further directed her thoughts to t^omVN:\^\:\csv!L ^VOo. '^^^ 
by the Messiabf Jesas of Nazareth.* 

B 
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ALGIERS. 

Mr Campazzi after haYiiig been partially employed in connection with 
this mission for upwards of a year, returned to Europe in the spring 
of 1856, when his services as an agent of this Society ceased. 

The Rev. Benjaaon Weiss has laboured during the past year with his 
usual devotedness. While seeking first the spiritual good of the Jews, he 
gladly embraces the numerous opportunities which are presented in pro- 
vidence for furthering the gospel among the Gentiles. At a former 
period he was induced to hold meetings for prayer and the preaching of 
the gospel — these had been interrupted by the departure of some of the 
attenders to other parts, and by the sickness of others. 

Finding, during the past year, a desire manifested for preaching in the 
French and German languages, he very willingly resumed his labours in 
this department, and experienced much encouragement. Of these meet- 
ings he thus writes a— 

* Having fixed upon two weekly services, the one on Monday evening in German, 
iind the other on Thursday evening in French, and begun both with a few old friends, 
the wonder is, that while the German stands still as to number, the French audience 
so regularly increases, that my study will likely prove soon too small to contain them. 
.... Never would I have imagined that there were here so many French, who 
would listen so seriously to a simple and world-condemning gospel, as that which, by 
■the grace of God, I was enabled to announce to two respectable audiences, from the 
texts John Hi. 8, and Qal. i. 10.' 

MISSIONARY TOURS. 

Mr Weiss has during the past year visited BUdah and the Atlas 
Mountains. At Blidah he ^had several interesting discussions with 
leading Talmudical Jews.^ Of his tour to the Atlas Mountains he thus 
writes;: — 

* In the midst of this cheering occupation and abundant labour (referring to evan- 
gelistic efforts among the Gentiles), I have by no means, and in no point, neglected 
my special mission to the ioat sheep of the lioiise of Israel. As I mentioned in my 
4ast letter, at the beginning of this month, I left my Gentile friends and the interest- 
ing weekly meetings, and went on a ten days* journey to the Atlas Mountains, where 
there are hot mineral springs, and where, too, many French Jews and Arabs resort 
for their health. Unforttmately, by the time I reached* many Jewish families had 
left among others. But then I did all I could among those that still remained, and 
without distinction of religion, caste, or tribe, I caHed upon men to repent, and in- 
vited them to come unto Jesus, the Saviour of the world, and distributed tracts and 
portions of the Scriptures among them. In the village of Bovigo (six miles distant 
from the hot springs,) I found, in going, a Jewish fan^ily, (grooers by trade,) and 
^especially with one of the brothers, an intelligent young man, I spoke a while. On 
my return I found that young man exceedingly interesting. He repeatedly asked me 
if the religion of the British Christians was really and purely that of the New Testa- 
ment? (which I left with him, and which he had read with great attention), if these 

CbrJstiana act up to the doctrines contained in the 5th^ 6th, and 7th chapters of 
Mstttiew? if they have no idols ? and all a'bouX. Wi^Vt t^^«;vq\x&^,q»\^\^ vd^ ciujKHOds. 
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In adition to the members of that family, there was also at the time a travelling 
Jewish physician, but the young man alone was the spokesman. I remained with them 
for nearly two hours, and left some aditional tracts with them. He took my address, 
and said that as soon as he could come to Algiers he would call on me, and talk more 
about the matter which had made such an impression upon him * 



VISITS TO SHIPS. 

Mr Weiss continues to visit the vessels at the port, with the view to^ 
promote the spiritual welfare of the seamen. Referring to this depart- 
ment of labour he writes : — 

* Many English vessels came in of late,, which I visited, and supplied with tracts and* 
texts. Lately, on visiting the ships, I was greatly delighted on board a large Swedish 
vessel to see the eagerness with which the young sailors bought Bibles and Testa- 
ments, and kissed them cordially. Those of them who were not supplied, came and 
examined carefully the basket to see if they might find one or more Swedish New 
Testaments covered by tracts and other Scriptures destined for other vessels. When^ 
they found none, they took my address in order to come to my house fbr them.* 

Mr Weiss has had during the past year many interviews with Jews,, 
more or less impressed with the importance of religion,, and has endea- 
voured to win them to Christ. The following M:e brief extracts from his 
Journal, referring to such cases: — 

* A young Jew of Medeah, a goldsmith by trade, whom I have known during nearly 
the whole of my residence in Algiers^ who visits me as often as he comes to this city,, 
lately called upon me and told me that he had decided in favour of Christianity, and 
had resolved to give up his business and go to London, and be baptized there. I 
reminded him that the way to Christ does not begin in England, that one may there 
rapidly descend to perdition— not that I intended to dissuade him from going, for I 
had advised him long ago to do this, but because I saw that after all that he had 
heard, read, and confessed to understand and believe,. his views are too camaL But 
the Lord has corrected many such errors in poor and feeble beginners, and shown them 
the " more excellent way." May he do so to him!' 

* A young Jew comes often (last week he came daily) for religious instruction. He 
already professes to believe much- of the Christian religion; but, when his faith is put 
upon the go^el balances, it proves light indeed.. His two great difficulties are, 1st, 
to understand and believe that in the suffering man on Golgotha's cross, the fulness of 
the Godhead dwelt. 2nd, He cannot be brought to "look to the lilies of the field." 
Ah I "the body of this death" does chain many, a soul to the broad way of perdition. 
. , , . Q how is my soul cast down within me when I hear the sinful and blind- 
ed descendants of those who once cried "Crucify him,-crucify him," still stretch forth 
sacrilegious hands,, and grasp at the most glorious passages of the sacred Scriptures, 
at the clear oracles of God, that speak of Christ's sufiferings and exaltation, and 
stupidly apply those Scriptures to themselves t. O to bear a Jew, who,, when showing 
him passages like Ps. ex. and Is. liiL, saying,. "All this regards the Jewish nation," is 
BK)re painful than pen can describe . .. . ^ But t have not to go far for calming- 
argmnents. As soon as I look^ to myself,, and remember that "flesh and. Mood has- 
Bot revealed" the mysteries of the cross to me, but the Spirit of God by firee grace,, 
and that once I was not better than this stiU blinded Jew with the yell before his eyes^ 
then grief and heat give way to htunble prayer, and %\i'5ng\\ft.«A.Vwi, ksi^ ^s»s«v^\»^*^^ 
woj^^nch wonders in the heiurtof this poor man^.a&Yi^ ^^Vnxcift^^ 
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ALEXANDRIA. 

The Directors have to report the loss sustained at this station by the 
removal of the Rev. R. Grant Brown. In the summer of 1855 Mr 
Brown suffered in health from the climate, but was restored by residence 
for a period on the heights of Lebanon. In the summer of last year, Mr 
Brown had again a severe illness, and by the urgent advice of his medical 
advisers, he returned to this country, where, when his health had some- 
what improved, he was occasionally engaged in the Home service of the 
Society during a few months. With the view of benefiting his health, 
and enabling him, according to his earnest desire, to return to Missionary 
liabour, he has, on the invitation of a friend, embraced a favourable oppor- 
tunity for revisiting Palestine on an excursion, and it is hoped will return 
hither in good health. The Rev. Dr Philip has during the past year 
continued to labour at Alexandria. Dr P.'s medical skill gives him 
many opportunities for promoting the spiritual welfare of Jews and of 
Gentiles. He writes thus i — 

^ I bave had a good deal to doduring the sickly season withpoor Jews, Mohammedans, 
and Syrians, and have treated no less than four hnndred, for different diseases, during 
the last three months, and supplied them all with medicines gratis. ... I feel 
most grateful in being able to administer to their bodily ailments whilst labouring 
principally for the salvation of their souls.* 

In the furtherance of mision work, Dr Philip occasionally visits the ships 
in the harbour. He writes : — 

* About sixty English vessels have been in the harbour for some months, I avaUed 
myself of opportunities to supply them with tracts, and have distributed more 
than ^000 tracts among them, and have also given several hundreds to Swedish and 
German sailors..' 

Dr Philip thus writes of his labours among the Jews : — 

* I have daily intercourse with the Jews, and not only with the Jews, but with the 
Gentiles also. I sow th« seed wherever I can find soil for it, but there are no hearts 
of which I know like the " good soil;" but the word falleth by the wayside, and '* Satan 
taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts." "With some of the Jews I have 
had conversation, day after day, for a long time, proving to them out of Moses and 
the Prophets that Jesus is the Messiah ; showing them the depravity of their hearts, 
warning them against neglecting Christ's salvation, against despising the mercy of 
God towards condemned sinners, and entreating them to flee for refuge flrom the wrath 
to come, to Christ the only hope for sinners. Ah, how many have been my reason- 
ings with them, how solemn my entreaties, how earnest my prayers on their- behalf ! 

* Since I last wrote to you I have visited a good number of Jews both, at their houses 
and at their places of business, scattering the seed, and leaving here and there a few 

words of God's blessed message of salvation Mr Hogg and myself visited 

an old friend, a Jewish banker. We found at his house a number of learned Jewawith 

whom we conversed for about an hour concerning the promises relating to the Jewish 

nation and the Christ,--David their King, whom they " shall seek." They all came to 

yiait me ia the course of the afternoon, "wli«tL"wfe\va.A.- Qk.TVQ4hQr longt^nversation. . . 

We visited the chief Rabbi, wbom \ had "not afeexw iox %cv««2L'«^^w^v«s^*J^"^^^Jaiew 
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that I had been on the Nile for a short time, he showed his delight at seeing me 
again hy a genuine oriental embrace. We conversed with him for about an hour. 
He seems to favour the plan for our educational institution.' 

Among the strangers who flocked to Alexandria from the Crimea after 
the termination of the war were nmnerous Jews, with many of whom Dr 
Philip came into contact, and had ample opportunities for speaking to 
them of the gospel, and giving them New Testaments and Tracts. 

The want of Mission premises in a suitable locality has been much felt. 
Dr Philip says, * We feel increasingly the want of Mission premises along 

with the schools, and especially along with a Mission church 

Can we find no influential Christian friends at home who will liberally open 
their hearts and their pockets for such an important station as this? My 
prayer is that the Lord may direct the hearts of some of the many benevolent 
Christian friends in Scotland, who do so much for the cause of Christ in 
other lands, to do something for the Mission at Alexandria. A city 
whose inhabitants are as numerous as those of many a pagan province, 
and by far the majority of whom- stand in need of Christian exertion 
through Missi(Hiary labour, as much as the most debased heathens in 
New Zealand, Caffraria, Calabar, or Central Africa.' 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AT ALEXANDRIA. 

In the last Annual Report it was stated, that the Directors had agreed, 
in the event of a responsible committee being formed at Alexandria for 
the promotion of education, to grant the sum of £50 per annum towards 
the support of a school ; and that such a committee had been formed 
there, and a corresponding committee at Edinburgh. Since then an addi- 
tional committee has been formed in Glasgow. Mr Hogg has been ap- 
pointed as superintendent, and has entered upon his duties with large hope 
of success. Considerable- progress has also been made in the furtherance 
of female education. 

The following is a brief extract from the First Annual Report of the 

Ladies' Association for Promoting the Christiaai Education of Jewish 

Females at Alexandria — 

* The cheering news have arrived that the school has been opened, and that ten 
pupils — eight being Jewesses — are already in attendance. We cannot better ex- 
plain the position of matters than in the words of Miss Pringle^s letter, of date 20th 
December — 

*' On the first of this month I began to teach in the new school-room, and found it 
extremely suitable. For the first fortnight I had only the two pupils I have already 
mentioned, but this week I have got five Jewish m addition — two Italian and three 
Arabic speaking. Only one can read and write a little.. The most of them have that 
peculiarly languid look, so characteristic of oriental fem^es, that says so plainly 
that we must have much patiience, and be contented with small progress ; yet I am. 
sure they will brighten up a little when they begin to "teajno... TYi«t^ ©x^ >[jKt«ifc ^^\«in. 
or twelu^ jears,. one o£Avey. and the other an adult. Som^i ai»\3B\.«tft»NXxi%\ ^owna^^v^ 
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the eldest one is particularly interestingrlooking. She had yesterday her drst A B C, 
and writing lesson. However doubtful it seemed for a time, I feel now certain of 
success— for one tells another. I am occupied in school five hours each day — from 9 to 
12, and from 3 to 5. The first hour is devoted to Italian reading and spelling; arith- 
metic and writing for the next hour ; geography and English till 12. ITie afternoon 
hours are devoted to sewing and fancy work. I mean to introduce a little drawing; 
I know it would be a great attraction to the girls, and I should make it a sort of re- 
ward for progress. I find so useful and so suitable the Italian book compiled hy 
Mrs Philip— it is the class-book. I wish first to teach them to read and write 
Italian, which is the language of the school. After they can read it tolerably, I shall 
teach them a little English — for there is so much more religious literature in the 
English language than in the Italian. I am sure it will fill your hearts with 
joy to thinic that a commencement has been made. Long as we have waited, we yet 
find that every cloud has its own silver lining; and arduous though my work maybe, 
I trust the Lord will grant me strength and wisdom to do it welL 1 think the easiest 
plan would be for you to send the things I have mentioned by a screw steamer from 
LiverpooL" 

* A postscript,- dated two days later, adds ; — 

" I have to-day got three additional pupils — Jewish- Arabic— -just the class that I 
wish to have ; and I think it most likely that the school will be chiefly composed of 
these." 

* These results fully compensate for any anxiety or outlay of the past year. It is, 
undoubtedly, a great success to have achieved within three weeks of the opening of 
the school. In other stations, teachers have been years in gaining equal ground ; and 
the active canvass which in this case preceded, must, under the Divine blessing, have 
greatly contributed to the result.' 

Viewing the education of the young as an important auxiliarry to direct 
evangelistic work, the Missionaries to the East, belonging to kindred 
societies, have strongly urged the establishment of schools. This Society's 
Missionaries, also alive to its importance,, have rendered eflScient aid in 
promoting the Christian education of the young. It is hoped that the 
several committees formed in this country will meet with that support to 
which their great object entitles them ; and that efficient schools for both 
sexes will be permanently established, and prove the means for the moral 
and spiritual elevation of Egypt. 

It is ever gratifying to peruse the favourable testimony of enlightened 
Christian travellers regarding Missionary operati(ma in ' the dark 
places of the earth.' Such testimony, in connection with the foreign 
operations of this Society, has repeatedly encouraged the Directors. It 
is deemed appropriate in closing this notice of missionary exertions in 
Alexandria, to quote the following passage,, referring to Mr Brown's 
labours there, from a recently published work by the Rev. Dr Bonar, of 
Kelso: — 

* One little shop I visited more than once. It i& so little that more than two persons 
can hardly find sitting room in it. Its shelves are Ibaded with Bibles and Tracts, in 
some ten or twelve diflFerent languages— Hebrew, Arahic, Greek, Italian, &c A slight 
curtain is drawn across its entrance ; and within sits the unwearied Missionaiy, lit 

Brown, several hours each day, waiting to taXt\i t\i^ ^«A^Vck% Jew, or Arab, or Greek; 
for though his mission is spedally tol8Tae\v7^tuoTv^\^wi\%w^T\wSte^\ki'^ri^ Ton 
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draw aside the curtain, and you find him dealing out his precious wares, or sitting 
side by side with some inquirer, showing him out of the Scriptures that Jesus js the 
Christ Quietly does his work go on In that obscure shop, day by day; the stream of 
the busy merchant-world running by, and few, few to cheer him in his toil of patient 
love. Issuing from his shop, and locking its green door behind him, he accosts the 
passers by. He meets a Greek, perhaps, and oflfers him a Greek tract ; but it is the 
merchandise of earth that the man is in quest of, and though he receives the tract 
willingly, he shows no interest in eternal truth. Or it is a Mohammedan that he falls 
in with;— and he, when a tract is offered, asks, ♦ What is it about?' When told, * It 
is about religion,' ho takes it, but intimates plainly enough that there is no truth and 
no religion save in the Koran. Or he comes upon a Jew, and asks him about the Mes- 
siah promised to his fathers. * Oh, you mean the man that was hanged,' he replies, 
and turns away in scorn. Yet no seed falls into the ground in vain, even in this un- 
fruitful world. The lonely sower of the seed has his day of joy in store.* 

HOME OPERATIONS. 

In order to promote increased efficiency in the management of the Society, 
and economy in respect to home agency, two of the Directors — the Rev. J. 
L. Aikman and the Rev. A. G. Forbes — at the request of the Board, kindly 
consented to become Honorary Secretaries. This arrangement having 
been made in the latter part of the year, its benefits have been only par- 
tially realized ; but it is confidently expected that highly beneficial results 
will flow from it. 

In consideration of the expenses attending the publication of the * Friend 
OF Israel,' and its free transmission to ministers and subscribers to the 
funds of the Society, the Directors have agreed that it be issued Quarterly 
instead of Monthly. 

TEMPORAL AID FUND. 

While the Directors have not been able fully to carry out the proposals 
made at last Annual Meeting, for the establishment of a *Home' for poor 
and needy Jews, they have pleasure in stating that, through the contribu- 
tions to the funds, the wants of many have been effectually relieved. It is 
further pleasing to record the fact, that in some instances where the circum- 
stances of the individuals so aided have improved, they cheerfully returned 
money advanced on their account. 

The peculiarly trying circumstances of many poor Hebrews, especially 
of inquirers and converts, renders the maintenance of this fund highly 
important — and, it is hoped, that in the present year, it will be still better 
sustained, and thus prove a more extensive blessing in helping those that 
are ready to perish. 

FINANCE. 

The contributions to the Society for the past year amount to upwards 
of £1227, being £218 less than the former. From seven churches in 

* * The D«Mrft of Sinai.* Bj H. Bonir, X>.T>., ^. ^1 ,1.%. 
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Glasgow and neighbourhood, which have not contributed within the past 
year, collections amounting to £123 were acknowledged in the report for 
1855-6. This in part accounts for the lessened income, while the dimin- 
ished deputation operations, on which £50 less has been expended during 
the past year, is sufficient to account for the remaining deficiency. The 
income from several sources, as private contributions, congregational 
missions, and auxiliary[societies, has been larger than in the former year ; 
and this fact forms a satisfactory evidence of increasing interest in the 
Mission. 

With the view of securing^steady support with reduced expenditure in 
the collection of the funds, the Directors in the past year issued a circular 
to ministers, suggesting the appointment of annual and simultaneous 
collections. Very numerous replies were received, expressive of cordial 
sympathy, and containing promises of support. In some instances where 
it was found impracticable to make collections, hopes were held out that, 
in the course of the present year, some such mode of sustaining the So- 
ciety as that proposed might be adopted. 

The Directors have been much encouraged in their efforts by the steady 
support from the Female Auxiliaries in Glasgow and Perth, and the Com- 
mittees in Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Paisley, and Greenock. 

It is deemed worthy of record, that in order to extend local interest, 
the Committee of the Paisley Auxiliary made arrangements for a course of 
lectures on interesting subjects relative to the past history, present condi- 
tion, and prospects of the Jewish nation, which were delivered in the 
months of November and December. 

In connection with the Glasgow Female Auxiliary, the monthly prayer 
meeting has been sustained; and it is suggested that frequent meetings 
of this kind in other localities, might tend greatly to increase interest 
in the object of this Society, and also to promote the spiritual welfare 
of Christians. While the Directors of thig Society express thankfulness 
that, through the blessing of God, it has been thus far extended and 
sustamed as a means for aiding the divinely approved work of carrying 
the gospel to the Jewish people, they are made to feel from the ever 
recurring calls from the mission stations, the necessity for extended agency 
in its prosecution. 

The solitary missionary, however faithful, is not likely to labour so 
successfully as he might, did he enjoy the counsel and co-operation 
of a true yokefellow; and, hence, in order to efficient Mission labour 
it is greatly to be desired that the Churches, by increased liberality, would 
put it in the power of the Directors to extend, as speedily as possible, the 
number of the Society's foreign agents. Each station occupied by this 
Society forms an important centre, from which, were the word of God 
established, its hallowed light img\il la^aX-^ ^lo ^\M<^ N^\.\£L\ii\x\xs4ea ioto 
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the way of peace. Meanwhile, Jewish anbelief. Paganism, Rationalism, 
and Popish superstition exist — a soul-destroying power, and dense spiri- 
tual darkness reigns — ^Missionaries of this Society, in the midst of that 
darkness, are testifying to the House of Jacob the truth concerning Him 
who is the light of the Gentiles, and the glory of the people Israel. They 
possess a claim on the sympathy of their fellow-Christians ; let it be ac- 
knowledged by hearty response to the call, * Brethren, pray for us, that 
the Word of the Lord may have free course and be glorified.' 
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EXPENDITURE CONNECTED WTTH THE VARIOUS MISSION STATIONS. 



Mr Elviii's Salarj till Slst March| 

Grant by Vote of Directors, 

Loss on ExchangBi ... ••• ..• ... ••• 

xOStAgOSf ••* ••• ••* *•• .•* ... **• 

Mr Salkinson's Salarj till Slst March 

Expenses connected with his removal to Hambargh, «.. 
Remittance) ... ... **• ... ... •*• 

Part paid to account of Salary, 1857-8 



AIiGIEBS. 



Rev. B. Weiss' Salary till Slst Marcfa, 

Mission Joumies, 

X ostageS) «•• ••* *•• *•. 

Loss on Exchange, 

By Paid to Account Salary, 1857-8, 

Grant to Mr Campazzi, 

Temporal Aid, ... ••• ... 



AIiEXANDBIA. 

Rev. Dr Philip's Salary till Slst March, 1867, ... 

Premium on Life Insurance, ... 

Allowance for Additional House Rent, 

Balance of Expenses — Journey to Scotland, 1856, 
Loss on Exchange, ... ... ... ... 

Petty Charges, 

By Paid to Account of Salary, 1857-8, 



... 
... 



Rev. R. Grant Brown's Salary till Slst March, 1857, 
Travelling Expenses, Mr Brown and Family, to Scotland, 
By Paid to Account of Salary, 1867-8, 



Stationery for School, 



GIiASOOW. 

Mr Salkindon's Salary tiU 80th Nov., 

Temporal Relief, 



... 
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LIFE MEMBERS. 



Abb&dbkk— ^. Stewart, Esq., Cotton 
Lodge, ------ 

Beitb — MrsWardrop, - • - 
Cabnoustib— James Gray, Esq., - 
Dalbt — Mrs Crichton, offLinn, 
Mrs Patrick, Greenbank, - 
Dundbe— Edward Baxter, Esq., 
DuMooif— Robert Morton, Esq., • 
Edxkbubgh— A. H. Morrison, Esq., 
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30 








24 


11 
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16 


1 





6 
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Glasgow— J. Henderson, Esq. of Park, £8ft 
Miss Kerr, - - - - -2500 

J. H Toung, Esq., - - - 13 

Lockhart Dobble, Esq., - - 10 

Miss Thomson, Partick, - - 6 

KiLwiMNiiTQ — ^Miss Caldwell, - 10 

Stbomnbss— Mrs William Dimnet» - ff 

George Halcro, Esq., - - - 6 

Teotil — Mrs Wame, Pownhill, - 20 



CONTRIBUTIONS 
Received fsoh 1st April, 1856, till 31st Mabch, 1857. 



ABERGHIRDER^The Rot. R. Paterson.and a 
few friends in the U. P. Church, £0 12 
ABERDEEN— Belmont-st. U. P. 
Ch. Col., Serm. by the Rer. R. 
Grant Brown, .£300 

Juvenile Missy. Society, 15 
Per Rot. J. C. Brown — 

Mrs Brown, . . 12 

E Connan, . . 10 

Jamieson & Mitchell, 10 

Mrs Jamieson, . .060 

J. Forsyth, ^ .060 

Mary Wilson, . .040 

Agnes Brown, . .036 

Sums under 2s 6d, .060 

6 10 6 

CharIotte>st. U. P. Ch. Col., Ser. 

by Rer. R. G. Brown, . . 10 1 
George- St. U. P. Chur. Sab. Scb., 15 
George-st., 208, friends at, per 

Rot. Alex. Anderson, . . 2 4 
John-st Baptist Chapel— 

D. Macallan, .10 

A. C. Barker, . . 15 

Joseph Rowell, . . 10 

Small Contributions, 5 

2 10 

St Nicholas Lane, U. P. ' 

Church, . . . 7 14 7 

Col. at Public Meet- 
ing, . . .119 

8 16 4 

St Paul's-st. U. P. Ch. Col., Serm. 

by the Secy 1 15 8 

J. Stewart, Cotton Lodge, . . 5 
John Fleming, . . . . 110 

Miss Stewart 10 

MissBrichen 2 6 



ABERLADY— U. P. Ch. Col., Ser. 
by Mr Salkinson, 

ABERNETHT— U. P. Cong., per 
Jas. Clunie, Esq., . . . 

AIRTH— -U. P. Church Sab. School, 
per Rer. J. Somerville, 110 
A few friends, . . 10 4 
A Friend, . . .10 

ALEXANDRIA— (Dumbarton,) 
Mrs McLean, . . 

ALLOA— I St U. P. Chur. 
(Rer. P. M'Dowall's.) . 
CoL Serm. by the Rev. 
R. Grant Brown, 



5 



7 



ARBROATH— 






D. Corsar, . 


. 10 


6 


Wm. H. Corsar, . 


. 10 


6 


Rev. William AUan. 


. 6 





Mr Corr, 


. 5 






30 5 11 



6 



2 11 4 
6 



12 



ARBROATH— 
Charles Findlay, . 
James Mann, 
Joseph Salmond, . 
William Stephen, 
D. C. Dempster, . 
William Ducat, . 
Robert Henderson, 
George Ogilfie, . 
A. Petrie* . . 

J. S 

Sums under 2s 6d, 



£0 6 

, 6 












I 



AUCHTERGAVEN — Rer. Wm. 
Bayne, . . . .060 
Miss WyUe, Airiejwight, 6 

AVONBRIDGE— U. P. Ch. CoL, 
Serm. by Mr Salkinson, . ; 
AVON8IDE Missionary Box, 
AYR— Cathcart-st. U. P. Ch. CoL, 
Serm. by Rer. R. Grant 
Brown, . . . • 10 
Wallacetown U. P. Ch., 
per Mr M'Cubbin, 
collected by ladies of 
the Congregation, .11 9 
Mr M'Naughton, . . 16 

ATTON— W. U. P. Ch., per Rot. 

James Stark, . . • . 
BALBIGGIE— U. P. Church, 
BANFF— Cong. Ch. Col., Serm. by 

Rer. J. Frame (incl. d<MB. 7s 6d 

from Miss Mitchell, Mao- 

dufir,) . . .276 

U. P. Cb. Col., Serm. 
by Rer. J. Frame, .13 6 

BARRHEAD — U. P. Ch. Col , 

Serm. by Rev. R. Grant Brown, 
BARRY— Carnoustie and Panbride 

Bib. ^ Mis. Soc. per Mr Kidd, . 
BATHGATE— U. P. Ch. Col., Ser. 

by Mr Salkinson, .... 
BELLSHILL— U. P. Ch. Col., Ser. 

by Rev. R. Grant Brown, . 
BERWICK— Church-st U. P. Cb. 

Missionary Society, per Rev. John 

Peden, . . . .200 

Con. Chapel Col., Serm. 
by Mr Salkinson, .209 

Golden Square U. P. 
Ch. (Rev. J. Cairns,) 
Col., Serm. do. . . 8 6 3| 

Mrs Hogarth, .086 







6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
- £4 12 6 



BIGGAR— No. U.P. Ch. (Rer.Dr 
Smith's), 

BLAIRGOWRIE— Cong. Ch. per 
Rev. John Tait, .... 



10 

1 6 
6 



22 4 

2 
I 



8 11 

11 

12 6 

1 10 7 
1 8 



12 8 6i 
3 
10 
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BOTHWELL — Mits LeAdbetter's 
Sabbath Class, .... 

BRAMPTON-per Miss Modlin^ 
Sabbath School Box, . £0 10 
Mrs Graham, .040 

Mr Irvine, . . .036 
Sums under 28 6d, . 13 3 
Collected by Children of 
English Pres. Sab. Sch., 10 

BBECHIN— Col. City Road uTp! 

Ch., col. Lect. by Rev. R. O. 

Brown, . .320 

Maisondieu St U. P. Ch. 

Sab. Sch. . . .10 



BRIDGE OF ALLAN— U. P. Ch.. 

CoL, Serm. by Rev. R. G. Brown, 
BRIDGE OF TEITH— Rev. Dr 

M'Kerrow, 

BURGHE AD— U. P. Ch.. Col. add. 

by Rev, R. Grant Brown, 13 6 

Per Rev. J. M. Erskine, 
Miss Simpson. . .086 

Sums under 2s 6d, .036 



BURNHEAD— U. P, Ch. Col., 

Serm. by Mr Salkinson, 
BURNTISLAND — Rev. G. D 

Crawford, .... 
CaBRACH— U. P. Ch.. 
CAMBUSNETHAN — U. P. Ch 

Col., per Rev. Andw. Scott, 
CAMPBELTON — U. P. 
Ch., per Rev. Dr Boyd, 3 
Rev. Dr Boyd's Class, per 

M. Andrew, . .3 
Mrs Christie, per do. 2 
Member of Cong. Ch., 

per do., ... 3 
A Friend of Israel, . 3 
A Sincere Friend, . 3 
A Female Friend, per M. 

Andrew, . , . 10 
Miss Ann Ferguson, per 

Rev. Dr Boyd, . . 10 
A Friend, per do., , 6 
Anonymous, . . .04 
Sabbath Schools:^ 
Dalintober, per Mr A. 

Montgomery, . .07 
Longrow U. P. Ch., per 

Mr M. Andrew, . 9 
Milllinowe, per Mr Jas. 
R. Hunter. . . 12 
do., do., 8 



5 

















CARNOUSTIE— U. P. Ch. 
per Rev. J. P. Millar, A.M., 3 9 6 
Col. Sermon by Rev. G. 
Hutton, . , . 1 13 OJ 

CASTLE DOUGLAS— U. P. Ch. 
Col., Serm. by the Sec, I i6 3} 
Friends at, , .046 



CATRINE— U. P Ch. Juv. Mis. 
Soc., per Rev. Thos. Bowman, . 

CHAPELTON— Young Men's Fel- 
lowship Meeting, .... 

CHIRN8IDE— U. P. Ch., 3 
Col., Lee. by Mr Sal- 
liinson, , . 1 11 9 



CO ATBRIDGE— Mr Barne's Bible 
^ Class 

COCKBURNSPATH— Col., Meet. 

addressed by Mr Salkinson, 
COLDINGHAM — U. P. 

Ch. Col., Lee. by Mr 

Salkinson,. . . . l 13 6 

A Member of, per Rev. 
Andw. B, Robertaon, 1 o 



£0 10 



1 19 8 



3 3 
1 16 7 
10 



17 6 

8 8 6} 

7 6 

13 

5 



16 10 



5 3 61 



3 


91 


I 





8 





3 11 


9 


13 





13 


6 



3 13 6 



COLDSTREAM-W. U. P. Cb., 
per Rev. P. Meams, , 

COMRIE— U. P. Ch., .£300 
Do. Bible Class, . . 10 
Missionary Box, . .014 

COMRIE .- Glassadale, Bequest 
from C 

CR AIGD AM-U.P. Ch. Col., Serm 
by Rev. J. Miller, . 

CRAIGMILL Mission, per Rev. B 
Grant Brown, . 

CREETOWN— U. P. Ch. 
CoL, Serm, by Rev. Jas. 
Stevenson, . . .10 
Congregational Mis. Soc. 4 4 
Carseluth Preach. Stat.. 

Serm. by the Rev. J. 

R. Scott, . . .080 
Stronard Do. (including 

Don. 5s} by do., .098 
A Friend, now deceased, 

per da, . . . 10 
Miss H., per da, . .030 

CROSSG ATES — U. P. 
Ch. Col., per Rev. Adw. 
Graham, . 
A Friend, per do., 

CULLEN-B., 

CUPAE ANGUS—U. P. 

Ch., . • , , 

Sabbath School, . 

CUPAR FIFB — Boston 
U. P. Ch. Col. (Includ. 
£3 from Col. Dalzell), 
Serm. by Mr Salkinson, 4 13 6 
BumsldeU. P. Ch., con- 
tributions by a few 



1 15 
1 






• 

1 6 
13 


• 


9 



friends. 



16 



DALKEITH— Back-st. U. P. Ch. 

Col., Serm. by Rev. R. Grant 

Brown, 

Congregational Ch. Col., Serm. 
by Mr Salkinson, 

E. U. P. Ch. Mi& Soc, 7 10 
Ditto, . 7 10 

Col., Serm. by Mr Sal- 
kinson (Includ. offer- 
ing from a Friend of 
Israel), . . .700 

Sabbath School, . .10 



West U. P. Ch. Col., Serm. by 

the Sec, 

Thos. Thomson, Painter, . 



DALRY— U. P. Ch., . £3 10 
Thankoffering from a 

Member of. 
Sabbath School, . 
Mrs Crlchton of Linn, 

per Rev. G. Morris, . 
Mrs Patrlck,Greenbank, 

per do.. 



3 10 
10 









5 



29 

£110 

8 11 4 

10 

3 3 6 

6 6 



5 



DENBOLM— 
JPer Rev. J. M'Robert— 
Mthly. Prayer Meet, 

MlssLlddl 

MissLlddle, . 
Rev. J. M'Robert, 



DENNYLOANHEAD-U. P. Ch. 
MI& Soc, per Rev. James Ste- 
venson, 

DUMBARTON— 
W. Bridgend U. P. Ch., per J. 
Ure,Esq.. . . . . 



10 





10 





3 


6 


3 


6 



a 15 



3 15 
1 



1 18 9 



4 18 6 

1 15 
3 11 



33 

3 3 

10 

30 19 



15 10 



1 5 

8 
3 



80 

DUMFRIES— 



A Lwlf , Hambar of, . 
A Lulj, par Bar. M. K. 
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SSTRU. bj Mr Glpsbu 

HflihndLit'chipBl'Col.,' Berm. bj 
Mr Gloiburgh 

4aeed>berrj-at. V. F. Cb., tWrm. 
bj Iha Rev. A. Q. Forhea, . 

Haw TaWa Olft-a Prtenfllo Iha 

DUNBAR— lit U.F. Cb. 
<Ba>. A. Jick'i) par Ur 

DtraBLABE— "Elijah's Caka." par 
DUNDEE— AuilMar; AlBodaUon, 



R, Mlcoll, . 
Mn Wright, 



EipanHi, CollDg., &c, 



DnHESLD-] 
DUNSCUXB- 

liT tha Bac/., . . . 

Par Mr Jw Farnuon, 1 






DUNSK— E. V. V. Ch. 
B(b. Hcb. prnpQi-tlan o 

Boolh D. P. Cburch, 

Hr.lL'iflbcii.pido. 
Alpha, . . . 


» s 
1 s 


DUNTOCHEft— U. P. Ch. CoL, 


bi Mr Sulliinion, 
A Manber at. par Bar 
W. Turner, 


1 


DTSART— n. P. Cbuch 




EARLaTON-B.^t, F. 


Cb. par 


EASTXILBRllJE-U.P 


Ch.Col., 
t Urowp, 


EDINBORGH— 

Brongblon-plnoe IT. P. Ch. Col, 



HIa Craig, . 

8o.Ca1l9gaBLU.F.Ch„ 1 



'p^IhX' 



Ir Urqnhut. Raabufn 
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EDINBURGH— 

Mr Cs. Spence, S.S.C., £0 5 
Mr Robert Stephenson, 

Grange Villa, . .050 
Mrs A. Watson, Ann St., 5 
Rev. Jonathan Watson, 5 
Sums under 2s 6d, .060 



£6 1 

< A Disciple,* . . . . 5 

Mr Laing, Potter Row, . . 2 

W. J. Duncan, . . . . 110 

John Millar 110 

Miss Finlay, per Mr Swan, . 10 

James Leishman, . . . 10 

Robert Bruce, . . . . 10 6 

John Christie, . . . . 10 6 

William Feams, . . . 10 6 

William Tait, . . . . 10 6 

George Clark, . . . . 10 

James Duncan, W.S., . . 10 

William Leckie, . . . 10 
John Macandrew, 41 Invcrleith- 

row, 10 

John Mscandrew, jun., 27 Regent- 
terrace, 10 

David M'Laren, 7 Roxburgh-st., 10 

James M'Laren, do., 10 

Mrs Meikle, 5 Lauriston-Iane, . 10 

James Peddie. 36 Albany-street, 10 

John Shennan, Bellevue Cottage, 10 

Mrs Laidlaw. 3 Newlngton-place, 7 6 

J. J., per Mr Crawford, . . 5 

William Purves, . . . . 6 

John Sinclair, jun., . , . 5 

Mrs Wilson, 31 Buccleugh-place, 5 

MrDavldHay.perMr Salkinson, 2 6 



ELGIN— Auxiliary, per Mr A. Ur- 

quhart. Treasurer, . . 
ELLON— U. P. Ch. Col.. 

at Serm. by the Rev. J. 

B. Ritchie, . . .10 

Widow Martin, per Rev. 
James Ireland, .030 

ESRDALEMUIR— 
Fellowship Meeting, . 6 11 
Do., .076 

FALKIRK— E. U. P. Ch. 
Rev. Dr Macfarlane's 
Class, . . . .060 
W. U. P. Ch. Col , Serm. 

by Rev. R. G. Brown, 1 10 
Per Rev. William Steel, 10 



71 7 
23 



FENWICK— 
Per Rev. William Orr— 
U. P. Church, . . 4 14 6 
Female Society, .300 
A Friend, . .050 

A Country Lad, .006 

FORRES— U. P. Ch. CoL, Serm. 
by the Rev. R. G. Brown, 3 12 



Sabbath School, 

FRASERBURGH— Con. 
Ch. CoL, Ser. by the 
Rev. R. G. Brown, . 

Mis. Box — Jane Thomp- 
son, Kinglesser, . 

Do., Mrs Winchester, 

A Friend, per the Rev. 
James Sime, 

John Wemyss, 



1 8 



7 



1 


5 
3 




7 







1 






FREUCHIE— U. P. Ch., per Rev. 
John Gray, 

GALSTON-U. P. Ch. Col , Lect. 
by Rev. R. G. Brown, . 2 If 
Sabbath School, . . 10 



16 7 
10 



1 




1 3 



14 5 



2 16 



8 



6 



1 




3 10 l| 



GARLIE8T0N— Cong. Ch. CoL, 

Serm. by the Rev. J. Stevenson, 

GLASGOW— Female Auxiliary, . 

Anderston Female Bible Class, . 

Blackfriars-st. Baptist Ch. Col., 

Serm. by the Secy., . . 
Bridgeton U. P. Church, - . 
Do. Cong. Sabbath School, 
Do. Miss Listeria Sab. Class, 
Brown's Warehouse, a few girU 

in, Mr H., 

Calton U. P. Church, . . 
Cambridge-st U. P. Church, 
Camlachie Mission House Sab. Sch. 
Duke-st. U. P. Church, 
East Campbell«8treet 1st U. P. 
Church, . . .£500 
Sabbath School, . 10 
Do. do. . 10 



£1 13 

35 

IS 


10 




3 
3 
1 
5 








i 
1 
6 
10 
6 








Eglinton-8t. U. P. Church, . 
Elgin-place Cong. Church So- 
ciety for Religiods Purposes 



Collection, 
W. P. Paton, . 
Alexander Naismith, 
Francis Finlayson, . 
John Murray, . 
E. Henry & family, . 
Mrs M'Keand, . 
Misses Ferguson, . 
Thomas Bland, . 
Mrs M'Leod, 
Mrs M'Murray, . 
Miss Boyd, 
Janet Allan, 



6 
2 
1 
1 
1 














1 



10 
10 
7 
5 
5 
6 
4 
2 










6 




6 



House of Industry, women of the, 
Hutchesontown U. P. Church, . 
Hutcheson-st. Toung Men's Soa, 
John-st. U. P. Ch. Sab. School- 
Miss Paterson's class. 
North Hanover-8t. Cong. Church 
Bible Glass, .... 
Oswald-st. Old Scotch Indpt Ch., 
Parkhead and Westmuir Sab- 
bath School, .... 
Parliamentary-road Church, . 
Regent-place U. P. Ch. 
Asso. for Relig. Pur^ 
poses, . . . 10 

Juv. Mis. Society, .210 



Shamrock-st. U. P. Ch. Asso. for 
Religious Purposes, . 

Tollcross U. P. Church, 6 
Sabbath School, . 10 



Mission Box in Village of. 
Annual Meeting— Collection at. 
Per Master David Geo. Frame, 
Dowanside, Partick— 
Mrs David Macdonaid, 

Partick, . .10 

Wm. C. Paterson, . 10 
William Tod, . . 10 
James Whyte, . . 10 
A. Kay, Jun., . . 10 
R. Laidlaw, . .050 
Miss HamUton, Hill- 
head, . .'.060 
Miss Miller, Bnm- 

bank'terrace, .050 

Mrs John Thomson, 

Partick, . .026 

Family Mis. Boxes, 
per D. G. F., .076 

Legacy of the late Miss M'Indoe, 

per W. B. Hodge, Esq., 
M. H., a Mem. of the Fern. Anx, 
Bfiss Kerr, Woodside-terraee, . 
George Smith & Sons, 
Robert Goodwin, 



6 
6 



10 

10 

6 

8 

3 








13 

6 
1 



10 
5 






6 


6 



10 


6 




12 
10 







8 





6 





10 6 






4 




2 




10 

1 

10 9i 



4 6 
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[May, 



1. fe T. Uaoo, 
Afrltod. 
Wllllwn UMinill, 
JmniH Mluhall, 
Winiua ToliDl*. 
IMvlil WIlMin, 
l>B*ld Andanan, 



Lockhmrt VoMi*. 

H«L.I>obbk, • 



MIm KindntoD, Bljtlii 
Iiunain Uwitar, 
John Junlfwm, 
WltlUm K*rr, 



J. II, youim, 
Viriil Vulla. - 
AlsuiulH' Asdtraan, 
Iluih Urown, . 
W. K. Klndlay, • 
SUA»n Kvii. - 
A.kJ. M'K»nd, 



UHAtKIK'lI.I'.rh.. 



UHlSKNt.AW v. V, Ch. 

i\A. »HM. hy Ih* S«>j_ 1 10 • 

wmuui>ty«ti. •.->>»»«. 

l.w>. - . . .0 10 


UHKKNIX'K * 

I.«ii«kIII, Trw 


i-h. tab. 


KM. 4. Ilhwlatr-a SUti. (Uhoot, . 


ItAHUIKklTON 


-AFrlMu) vilte 




li^lU, 1 » 



HELRNSBDRQ H— D. P. Ch. Col.. 



n. P. Chorafa, 

mg. Cb. CsU 

P.'cii. Col., do. d&l O IS t 



INTERARY— i»r K*>. O. 



a. HaiUd, 



JEDBURQB— High St. (T. F. Ch, 

partlM B«T, Wm. Bur, • 
KElTII—Hk^onuT Soclatj, 
KELSO— E. U. P. Cb.. . - . 
KILBABCHAN— □. P. Ob, 
KILMARNOCK— 



P«r Rot. a. If 'angor 
uid Ur JuoH VjUe, . 10 

A. U-On«orf"- - C 

KINCARDINE— B.P.Ch. " 



l(aDI|om«i7-M. SabbUh 

KIRECALDT — Bathd- 
flUd r. P. Ch. CoL. 
fcrmon bf Bee.. - . I II 4 



p. Ch. CoL,«i, I '. i* 



KISKCOWAH— An <M ^n, tal 

loam MBid aHifil. 
KIRKWALL- D. P. Ch- . • 
KIKBIKHUIR— BU&-M.TI.P. Ok 

>»H. Sac pw Mr JohB VabM% 
KNOCK AMDO — CnaUkMta^ 

fT Mr ThB»i RnhwiiiM, . • 
LANGHOU^-ahCP.Gh,a«l- 
LARfiO-V. P. Ck., fai & Wb. 



W«* 



May, 1857.] 



TUE FRIEND OF ISRAEL. 



33 



LARGS— per Rev. W. Steven— 
U. P. Ch. Fem. Mis. So., £10 
A Lady, - - -300 
Mrs Steven's Miss, bo.x, 5 6 



LAURENCEKIRK— Miid. Society, 

per Mr John Rae, - - - 
LARKHALL— U. P. Ch., Fomalo 

Class, per Mrs Shearer, 
LETHENDY— U. P. Ch. Sab. Sch., 

per Rev. Jos. Hay, . - - 
LILLIESLEAF— U. P. Ch., per 

Rev. Richd. Young, - - - 
LINLITHGOW — W. U. P. Ch. 

Col., Serm. by Mr Salkinson. 
LIVERPOOL— Mount Pleasant, 

U. P. Ch. Mis. Asso., per Mr G. 

U. Brown, - - - 6 

A Member per do., - 1 

A Friend, per the Secy., 



LOCKERBIE—Legacy of the late 

Mr Thomas Hunter, - - - 

LONGRIDGE— U. P. Ch. Col., Ser. 

by Mr Salkinson, - - G 1 

Cols, at Prayer-meetg., 

per Rer. J. Ronald* - 

son, - - - - 1 5 



MANCHESTER— per Rev. R. S. 
Scott, A.M.— 
Greenheys Ch. Sb. Sch., 1 i 
A Friend, - - -300 

MAUCHLINE— U. P. Ch. Juv. Mis. 
Society, . - - - - 

MAYBOLE— J. C , - - - 

MELROSE— Miss Laing, Rosebank, 

METHVEN— U. P. Ch., 

MIDMAR-U. P. Ch., - 

MILNATHORT— U. P. Ch., per 
Mr John Horn, - - - - 

MINNIEHIVE— U.P. Ch., 6 
Col. Serm. by Mr Gins- 
burgh, - - - • 1 17 

MOFFAT— U. P. Ch. Col.. Serm. 
by Rev. Wm. Orr, Fenwick, 

MONTROSE— Baltic-st. Cong. Ch. 
CoL, Serm. by Rev. R. Grant 
Brown, - - - 4 

John-st. U. P. Ch., do., 1 10 
Mill-st. U. P. Ch , do., 2 10 
Sabbath School, - 1 

MOYNESS-U. P. Church, - 
MUSSELBURGH— Bridgc-st. U.P. 
Church Collection, Serm. by the 
Secy., - - - - 1 10 
Mill Hill U. P. Ch. Col., 
Serm. by Rev. R. G. 
Brown, - - - 2 



NAIRN— U. 


P. 


Ch. Col., 








Serm. by 


the 


Rev. 


R. 








Grant Brown, 


• 


n 


2 


5 





A Friend, 


per 


Rev. 


W. 








Bisset, 


* 


- 


- 





15 






NEWCASTLE— Per Mr A. Dougl 

Blackett-st. U. P. Ch., A lady, 

member of, - -300 

Members of, - - 15 



KEWCASTLETON— Miss J. Scott, 
per Mr George Hall, - - - 

NEW DEER— U. P. Ch. Mis. Soc. 

N£ WMILNS— Mr Alex. Peden, per 
Mr A. Paton, - - - - 

Ke WTO WN— U. P. Ch., 

Newton— u. p. ch., - 

NiGG— U. p. Ch. Misi. Box, 



£4 5 IJ 

1 

15 

5 

1 II 6 
3 7 G 



6 








50 








50 








35 


15 


5 



i 







5 

6 17 

8 



9 
2 













3 10 



3 



3 15 

5 

1 10 

5 
i 

2 

1 



7 6 



4 1 I 



i 13 3 

I 

7 

1 




NITSHILL— Sab. Sch., per Mr W. 

Brown, - - - _ - 

OLD KILPATRICK-Craiga U.P. 

Ch. Col., Serm. by Mr Salkin« 

son, - - - -£200 

_ _ _ 110 

A Friend, per Rev. J. 

Russell, • - - 6 



£10 



OLD MELDRUM— U. P. Ch. Col., 
Serm by Secy., - - 5 
Rev. J. xM'Crie, - - 1 1 
Mr Anderson, - - 1 



OTTERBURN-U. P. Ch. S. S., - 

PAISLEY— Aux. Asso., per Mr D. 

Smith, Treasurer, -14 6 

20 10 6 
10 6 1| 

Oakshaw-st. U. P. Ch. per Mr W. 
Phillips, 



PEEBLES— E. U. P. Ch., a Mem- 
ber of, per Rev. R. Angus, - 
PERTH— Female Auxiliary, per 
Mrs Or Newlands — 
N. U. P. Ch. Col., Serm. by 

Rev. T. Henderson, 2 5 71 
So. U. P. Ch. Col. at Pub- 
lic Meeting, - - 14 8 
Contributions, - - 7 
do., - - 14 



N. U. P. Ch. Missy . Asso., per D. 

Morton, Esq., - . . ,- 
A Friend, per do., - - - 
A few Friends, per Mi' James 

Barclay, _ . - - 



PETERHEAD— Cong. Ch. Col., 
Serm. by Rev. G. Uutton, 1 10 
A Friend in, - - 10 6 

A Friend in, - - 10 6 

Two Friends In, - -060 



U. P. Ch. Col., Serm. by Rev. O. 
Hutton, - - - - - 



PORT-GLASGO W-U. P. Ch. Col., 
Add. by Rev. R. Grant 
Brown, . - ' ■• 2 
Cong. Missy. Society, - 1 



PORTOBELLO— U. P. Ch. Col., 
Serm. by Mr Salkinson, 4 10 2^ 
A Friend, per Rev. Geo. 

Deans, - - - 5 
Thank-offering from Mem • 

ber of U. P. Ch., - 2 6 



PORTREE— U. P. Ch. Col., 
RATHILLET— U. P. Ch. Sb. Sch., 

per Rev. J. Berwick, - - - 
RATTRAY— U. P. Ch. Sab. Sch., 

per Rev. R. Russell, » . - 
RHYNIE— Cong. Ch. Col., Serm. 

by Rev. R. Troup, - - - 
ROCHESTER— Thank-offering, 

Alex. Robertson, ... 
RONALDSHAY-U. P. Ch. Col. ut 

Lect., per the Rev. A. White, 
ROSEHEARTY— U. P. Ch., per 

Rev. Wm. Balfour, - - - 
ROTHESAY— W. Free Ch. Col., 

Serm. by Mr Salkinson, 8 17 6 

Sab. Sch. Miss. Boxes, 15 

Some Young Females, - 6 



RUTHERGLEN-U. P. e\\. C.q\.» 
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ST. ANDREWS— BaptUtCb. Col.. 
Serm. by Mr Salkinson, £0 14 3 
Cong. Cb. Col., do. 14 3 

U. P. Cb., do. 14 2 

David Mackie, - - I I 
WilUam Smitb, - -060 



I 



ST. MONANCE— Abso. for aiding 
Jewish Missions, per tbe Rer. J. 
R. Kerr, Pittenweem, -18 
Per Lady Anstruther, I 7 6 

ST. NINIANS-U. P. Cb., per Mr 
Alex. Meiklejobn, ... 

ALTCOATS—Countess-st U. P. 

Cb. Sab. Sch., - - - - 
SANQUHAR-Sa U. P. Cb. Col., 

Serm. by Mr Salkinson, 
SAVOCH OF DEER— U. P. Cb., - 
ST ANE and Shotts Iron Works Sab. 

Sob., per Mr D. Millar, 15 
Da Do. 16 



STIRLING— Gong. Cb., 1 15 

1st U. P. Cb., - - 6 
Jobn-st., U. P. Cb. Juv. 

Mis. Society. - - 1 

STEWART FIELD— U. P. Cb. CoL, 



Serm. by tbe Secy., 
Cong. Mis. Soc., - 
Cong. Cb. Col., Serm. 
by tbe Secy., 



4 16 
a 



6 




-13 6 



STOCKBRIDGE— (Berwick) U.P. 
Cb. Col., Serm. and Lee. by Mr 
Salkinson, ..... 

STOW— U. P. Cb.. 

SOUTHERNESS and Colvend Col., 
Serm by Rev. J. Fullarton, 

STRANRAER — BeUevilla U. P. 
Cb. Col., Serm. by tbe Rev. Jai. 
Stevenson, - • . 6 15 10 
Juv. Mii. Society, - 10 

Bridge-Bt. U. P. Cb., - 118 10 
•• Sab. Scb., - 6 

•' " - 10 



Free Cb. Col. Ser. by tbe Rev. J. 

Stevenson, .... 
Ivy Place U. P. Cb. Col., Serm. 

by tbe Rev. Jas. Stevenson, 



STRATHAVEN-E. U. P. Cb., 
per Mr Tboa Steel, . . - 

STR0MNBS8— U. P. Cb., per Mr 
W. Dunnet, . . - - 



£4 8 8 
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2 12 
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1 10 

7 15 
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STRONSAY— U. P. Cb., per Mr 
Robert Cbalmers, - £1 4 2 
A Tbank-offering per do. , 1 8 1 1 



THORNHILL— U. P. Cb. Con., 
Serm. by Mr Salkinson, 

THURSO— per Rev. D. B. M'Kenzie— 
A Friend, deceased, -110 
Mrs Miller, - - .050 



£2 



2 3i 
11 U 



TILLICOULTRY-U. P. Cb. Col., 
Serm. by tbe Rev. R O. Brown 
and Mr Salkinson, - 6 6 
J. &. D. Paton, - - 6 



TOUGH— U. P. Cb. Cd., Serm. by 
Rev. R Troup, .... 

TRANENT— U. P. Cb. Col., Serm. 
by Mr Salkinson, - - 

TROON— U. P. Cb., - - - 

TULLIMET— Collected by Mrs 
Anderson and Mrs Grant, - 

URR— U. P. Cb. Col., Serm. by tbe 
Secy., - - - . - - 

WATERBECK— U. P. Cb. Col., 
Serm. by Mr Salkinson, 

WE STRAY— Per Mrs Reid. Col- 
lected in various districts, 117 
From Family Mis. Box, 7 6 
From Two Fisbennen, 6 6 
Rev. Mr Reid's Sab. Ev. 
CI. Mis. Box., - . 3 91 

WHITEHILL— U. P. Cb. Cong. 

Mis. Soc, per Rev. Adam Lind, 
WHITHORN— U. P. Cb., 4 2 2 

Sab. Scbool, ... 

WICK-U. P. Cburcb, - 
Juvenile Miss. Soc, 
Pultney, a Friend, 



10 





2 5 





1 





10 






WIGTOWN-U. P. Ch.. 



CoL Serm. by Rev. Jas. 
Stevenson, - 



7 

8 1 6 



- 18 



WOODSIDE— Free Ch., per Rev. 
R. Grant Brown, - 9 6 

From a dying girl, - 3 3 

YE OV 1 L— Somerset— Mrs 
Wame, - - - 5 

Do. do. 10 



YETHOLM— U. P. Cb. CoL, Serm. 

by Rev. J. Milne, A.M., 1 17 8} 

A Friend to Jewish Mis- 
sions, per Rev. Walter 
Hume, * - - - 1 
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JAMAICA. 

BROWNSVILLE—Master Carliale, per Rot. J. Alrd. 



£3 



NEWPOUNDIiAND. 



ST JOHirS— Robert L. Mair, 



too 



SFECIAIi CONTBIBUTIOSrS. 

Greulaiiou qfScriptmret among the Jewi. 

BIGGAR— South U. P. Church (Rev. J. DanIop*8), per Rey. Dr. G. Brown, 

DUNOON— R., .. 

GAL8TON— J. M'Lelland. 

STIRLING — J. G.A.I .. .. .. •• .. .. . 

6TR0MNESS— U. P. Ch., per Mr Wm. Donnet, .. 

Eiueation. 

BIGGAR— South U. P. Church (ReT. J. Dunlop's), per Rev. Dr. O. Brown, 
RATHILLET — James Miller, Ettq., ELlnnear, per Rev. James Borwlck, 



Temporal Aid Fund. 

AIRTH A Friend, 

AYR— Mr M'Naughton, per Mr M'Gubbin, 

DALKEITH— Mr Thomas Thomson, Painter, 

DUNOON— R., .. 

DUNSE— Per the ReT. Charles Miller— 

]i£rB Brimer, .. .. .. •• •■ 

Sums under 2s €d, .. .. .. .. .. 

GLASGOW— W. O. Mitchell, Esq., 

John Smith, Esq., per Thomas Frame, Esq.. .. 

James Buchanan, Esq., 

w. xt * •, •• •• •* •• •* •• 

PORTOBELLO— U. P. Church, .. 
ST ANDREWS— David Biackie, Esq., 

For jtlgt'ers — 

DUNDEE— Mr John Matthewson, per Mr W. Murdoch, 
TEOVIL— Somersetshire— Mrs Wame, .. 
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ContrUnUions are received by J. W. Gatheral^ £sq.f Treasurer^ 93 Virginia Strtet, ami Mr 
John Maoallum, at Oie ReUguma Irutiiutton Itooms, Glasaow; H. D. DiCKiB, Esq.. 19 
George Street, Edinburgh; Geoboe Ejcno, Esq., 8t Nicholas Street, Absrtken; OM G. 
Armitstead, Esq., JDtmdee* 
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NOTICES OF BOOKS. 



Joseph the Jew : a Tale founded on facts, by the author of ' Mary Mathieson.' 
Edinburgh : William Oliphant & Sons. London : Hamilton, Adams, & 
Co. 1857. 

Even in those countries where, happily, the heavier forms of persecution to 
which the Jewish race were long subjected, have passed entirely away, there 
remain, like the swell and murmur of the sea after the wind is hushed, not a 
little covert hostility and bitter prejudice. The Jew is still a proscribed man, 
like the free negro in the United States of America, emancipated, but a man of 
colour still. One great calamity in his position, most deeply afflictive to the 
honourable spirit, is the distrust with which he is regarded. Who confides in 
the Jew ? Suspicion begets suspicion, and even where all civil rights and pri- 
vileges are freely granted him, the descendant of Abraham walks among his 
fellow- citizens a stranger to their hearts ; admitted to the market-place, the 
assembly, the home, it may be— nay, to a pitying regard, but not to the affec- 
tion which rejoices and relies. There is a wall of partition still, nope the less 
difficult to overthrow that it belongs to the region of the mmd. One thing 
alone is potent enough to remove it,— the love of Him who wins by exhibition 
of His cross the hearts of his enemies, and awakens confidence in the bosom 
of hostile aliens. Christians, in the spirit of their Lord, must rise above this 
prejudice against the Jew; forgive and forget even those instances of unworthi- 
ness which, to superficial thought, lie ready to excuse the resolution to disown 
him ; and, by long-sufl:ering and persistent benevolence, gain his heart. So 
shall dislike and distrust on the one hand, and suspicion and fear on the other, 
melt away into the frankness and rest of a confiding friendship. 

The object of the little volume, entitled as above, is to delineate the effect which 
petty persecution, and the estrangement of Gentile society have produced in the 
way of exciting prejudice in the heart of the Jew against the Christian faith ; and 
to show how this may be overcome by intercourse and love. The purpose of the 
writer is wrought out, as the title indicates, in the form of a tale, tracing the 
story of Joseph the Jew, from the hour when he wandered forth an orphan to 
seek an asylum in the home of a hard-hearted relative, forty miles away, to the 
time when, a prosperous and wealthy man, he betook himself to the shores of 
England, to soothe there the son'ows of his widowhood, and, with an only 
daughter, make public profession of the faith as it is in Jesus. The narrative 
is simply and pleasantly written, and, wherever it is read, will tend to promote 
a kindly feeling towards the long-despised race — perhaps may open the heart 
of some other ' Sannchen ' to some other little orphan Joseph. 



Demonology: or, the Scripture Doctrine of Devils. By the Rev. Joseph 
Young. Edinburgh : Thomas Grant, 21 George Street. London : IIoul- 
ston & Stoneman. 1856. 

The 'subject of this volume does not bring it within our peculiar sphere as 
' Friends of Israel,' except in so far as it is in the page of sacred Jewish history 
that wo meet with those facts and statements which tell us almost all we know 
about the powers of darkness. We shall simply say, that the author of this 
treatise has discussed a most important theme, deserving special attention in 
an age which has tendencies so strong towards the material, and has discussed 
it in an able and earnest manner. The book abounds with evidence of acquaint- 
ance with Scripture, sound sense and sobriety of mind, firm adherence to the 
faith once delivered to the saints, with appreciation of the peculiar dangers of 
this time of impatient yearnings i\\\d \)et\iVa.wt \\hvloao\)hizin'T-i. 
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